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Although | appreciate the ambitious nature of these standards, | am very concerned that this is more of a political move rather than a revision that keeps our teachers’ and students’ true best interests in mind. The rigor and specificity of content knowledge presented, particularly in the elementary years, are very
demanding and would likely consume much of the instructional day to truly help students master the skills listed. | do not believe it is wise to jump to these standards, which are truly written more as a detailed curriculum timeline than an instructional guide. These documents should be edited and revised by educators
Jamey Strom across the state who are more familiar with developmentally appropriate instruction and realistic expectations for our school systems.

Jackie Hulscher ©Overall, the standards would be good. Educational. They are just NOT age appropriate! Students are going to dread History Class with these standards.

DO NOT ADOPT THESE STANDARDS!

Pamela Gunner

Krista Thomas ' yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian) - more history, less cultural indoctrination
Merrie Miller-
White Bull Submit CRST Resolution No. 198-2022-CR SD Social Studies Standards

EXECUTIVE RESOLUTION NO. 22-05 South Dakota Social Studies Standards 2022 WHEREAS, The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake Traverse Reservation is organized under a Constitution and By-Laws adopted by the members of the Tribe on August 1-2, 1966 and approved by the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs on August 25, 1966, and last amended effective November 15, 2006; and, WHEREAS, The said Constitution and By-laws ARTICLE VI, Section 1, authorizes the Tribal Council to: (a) represent the Tribe in all negotiations with Federal, State and local governments; (g) to take actions by ordinance, resolution or
otherwise which are reasonably necessary through committees, boards, agents, otherwise, to carry into effect the foregoing purposes; and (h) to promote public health, education, charity, and other services as may contribute to the social advancement of the members of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake
Traverse Reservation; and, WHEREAS, ARTICLE Ill, Section 1, states that, the Chainnan, Vice-Chaiiman and Secretary of the Council shall be elected at large, which Officers shall constitute an Executive Committee; and, WHEREAS, The Constitution Article I, Section 2, authorizes the Executive Committee of the
Tribe to act on behalf of the Tribal Council in matters arising between sessions of the Tribal Council, subject to review by the Tribal Council; and, WHEREAS, The By-Laws Atrticle |, Section I(c)(d), authorizes the Tribal Chairman to see that all ordinances and resolutions of both General Council and the Council are
carried into effect and to sign on behalf of the Tribe all official papers when authorized to do so; and, WHEREAS, Under established treaties it is the United States Government's responsibility to provide quality education opportunities from early childhood through life in accordance with the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate's
needs for cultural and economic well-being; and, WHEREAS, The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Council strives toward self-sufficiency and has a vested interest in the education of Ttibal members; and, WHEREAS, The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate understands that the learning standards are updated every six years
by the South Dakota Department of Education in accordance with a Standards Development Schedule; and, WHEREAS, The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate understands that over 40 educators, historians and others came together to review U. S. History, American Government, Civics, Geography, and Economics; and,
WHEREAS, The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate supported the South Dakota Department of Education (SD DOE) in its endeavor to develop, update and revise the South Dakota Social Studies for kindergatien through twelfth grade by allowing two staff people to engage in the workgroups; and, WHEREAS, The
Department of Education released a version that was substantially different in scraped them all and hired William Monisey, a former professor at Hillsdale College for $200,000 to produce another a social studies standards document; and, WHEREAS, The proposed standards from Monisey is not in the currently
adopted standards format, Blooms Taxonomy was not used, Standards are not vertically nor horizontally aligned for progression and growth, and there are repeats from grade to grade, the subtopics are merely tasks to be completed, there is no mastery of the content, Standards are vague, the descriptors are low
level, the volume is too great in the lower level, rote memorization and indoctrination is everywhere, the lower elementary subtopics are not developmentally appropriate, there are divisive subtopics, no c1itical thinking, no inquiry learning, no mastery of any concepts, and more; and, WHEREAS, The inclusions in
History and Civics should be free of political agendas and activism but still includes indoctrination and specific religious instruction, and state and church should be separate; and, WHEREAS, The Standards were NOT developed by South Dakotans, with very little input from teachers; and, WHEREAS, The Social
Studies Standards in regards to Native Americans are missing for great spans of time as if they don't exist, they are primarily portrayed as warlike, Native Students are made to feel embaJTassed about the intended learning and thus it is divisive, Native American 1ight to vote is missing, Native American religion is
not mentioned nor was the passage of the Native American Religious Act in 1978, small pox was repeatedly mentioned as one of the only notable occmTences in Native history, Native Ame1ican symbols are missing to include the Native American Flag song, Tribal Flags, and Native American Day which South Dakot
was one of the first state to recognize and adopt; and, WHEREAS, The Social Studies first grade standards is called Introduction to American and it lacks any Native American mention, some Native American standards are thrown in at the end as an afterthought or only included when they added Black/ African
American content, vague references to whole sections of the Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings but lacking specificity, so low level that a high school student has to name ONE tribe; and, WHEREAS, The Geography is sadly lack in standards and subtopics and they are low level and are primarily identification
only; and, WHEREAS, The Social Studies Standards had NO Tribal Consultation p1ior to release; and, WHEREAS, The Social Studies Standards that are being recommended by the Department of Education are detrimental to the education of all the Citizens of South Dakota and especially the people of the Oceti
Sakowin Lands. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Executive and Council hereby request that the references to Indigenous Native American Oyate (people) be reinstated into the Social Studies Standards document that was presented to the Department of Education by the
Standards Workgroup of 40; and, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate are of the first peoples of the Dakotas, a treaty tribe that is a sovereign nation and deserve to have all such respect afforded to the Oyate (people); and, FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sisseton-Wahpeton
Oyate Tribal Executive Committee of the Lake Traverse Reservation hereby rejects the proposed Standards document that was developed by Morrisey through a contract from Governor Noem that did not go through a formal Tribal Consultation process. We, the undersigned duly elected Tribal Chairman and Tribal
Secretary of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Council, do hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted by the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Executive Committee, which is composed of 3 members, of whom 3 constituting a quorum, were present at an Executive Committee meeting, duly noticed, called,
Delbert Hopkins Jconvened and held at the TiWakan Tio Tipi, Agency Village, South Dakota, October 17, 2022, by a vote of 2 for, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, 0 absent from vote 1 not voting, and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way.

9

To whom it may concern: | am a teacher in the Mitchell School District. This is my 16th year of teaching. | taught for 13 years in California, and this is my third here in South Dakota at LB Williams. | love being in the classroom and seeing students have light bulb moments of understanding and connection. Social
Studies is an important subject. We try to integrate it into reading and writing as much as we can. Unfortunately, we have less than an hour a week devoted specifically to Social Studies. Currently we are able to teach all of the standards in that amount of time because they are age appropriate and appropriate for the
amount of time allocated to this subject. | have read the proposed standards, and | am highly opposed to their adoption. For one thing, there are so many that we could never realistically get to them all. For context, | teach second grade. One of our current standards is “K-12.C.3 Students will explain how the
Constitution organizes the government of the United States.” We talked about the three branches of government. It took nearly two weeks to get to the point where the students had some basic idea of the three branches-names and duties. When we started the unit, | asked them to name our country. They said “South
Dakota” which is our state but not our country. That was our starting point. | needed to first explain the differences between a country, a state, and a city. In the new standards, we are asked to teach the fall of the Roman Empire as one of . If my students are barely able to identify our country, how will we be able to
teach them the entire context of the Roman empire? If | counted correctly, there are 79 sub-standards not counting those lettered sub-standards who have more than one category. If it took my students two weeks to learn the three branches of government and that was one standard, | would need 158 weeks to teach
all of the standards if they went at that pace. If we divided them into the 40 or so weeks of the school year, | would need to teach 2 sub-standards a week. That would mean, for example, teaching this standard J. The student tells the biography of Theodore Roosevelt, including: H-his upbringing-his life outside of
politics, especially in the West-his presidency-his efforts at conservation AND this standard G . The student explains the ideas and efforts for the betterment of African Americans around 1900, including those of Booker T. Washington, Anna Julia Cooper, and W.E.B. DuBois in one week. That is not possible with that
level of detail and the time frame we have for these studies. Not only is the amount of standard unrealistic, the topics of study are inappropriate for this age group. In second grade the students are 7 and 8 years old. The proposed standards expect me to teach them, among other things, the Black Death, the
Crusades, the burning of Washington and the causes of the Civil War. In teaching Black Death, for instance, | would be expected to tell students things like 1 in 4 people died and their bodies were stacked on the streets. Kids at this age get scared and cry at cartoon movies. Why would we tell them about such
atrocious things? They wouldn’'t have a context to understand it anyway. The closest thing for them to compare it to would be Covid. Do we want them all to think 1 in 4 friends of theirs will die from this pandemic? Another topic in the second grade standards is understanding and explaining architecture and sculptures.
This is not related to the visual arts standards in our grade and is not a realistic fit for this age level. | am not blanketly opposed to all of the standards. | think standards 1 and 2 about map skill are appropriate and give specific skills that can be mastered at this age. | also think standards 5 and 6 about the government
would also be possible to master. However, overall these standards are not realistic to complete in a given year and they are not age appropriate for our students. | am highly opposed to the adoption of these standards as they are detailed in the proposal. Thank you for considering a teacher’s point of view. We are
Cara Belvins the ones in the classrooms who know what will and will not work and what will and will not be in the best interests of our students.
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|[Name ~ [1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

As a former first grade teacher, | feel this content knowledge is too comprehensive and not developmentally appropriate for many students who are just learning to read.
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908
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Jamey Strom
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Pamela Gunner

Krista Thomas  Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian)
Merrie Miller-

White Bull
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Delbert Hopkins |

9 |Cara Belvins
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2 3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763 4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820
3 |Jamey Strom
4 |Jackie Hulscher
| am vehemently opposed to the proposed social studies standards as | do not feel that they are appropriate for the emotional
understanding of fourth grade students. Social studies should be taught in a spiral that mimics the way a child's thinking grows. In
this way, social studies should be a spiral that grows from their small world (home, neighborhood) to the world - not just one giant
step into the entire world! In fourth grade, their minds can grasp the concepts of their state and somewhat into other states. These
standards also have a great focus on battles and wars. Why would you want children to learn about this??? As a state that has a
great deal of Native American history, to whitewash the attrocities committed by the white settlements here in SD is a slap in their
face. The Oceti Sakowin standards should be learned by all South Dakota schools. | also feel strongly that the proposed focus on
"America" and the misinformation either omitted or included, is not conducive to higher thinking skills. | am further frightened by
where these proposed standards have been obtained from and their blatant aim at including Christian teachings in curriculum at
public schools. | find this to be a complete violation of the separation of church and state that the founding fathers were supportive
of. Please reconsider this change.
5 |Pamela Gunner
[ 6 |Krista Thomas  Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian) Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian)
[ |Merrie Miller-
7 |White Bull
8 |Delbert Hopkins |
9 |Cara Belvins
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908 6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815
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Pamela Gunner

Krista Thomas  Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian) Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian)
Merrie Miller-

White Bull
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Delbert Hopkins |

9 |Cara Belvins
11/972022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment




A K L

Social Studies
Proposed
Standards
Public Comment
11-9-22

7th Grade - America 1492-1877 8th Grade - America 1877-2008
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Jamey Strom

Jackie Hulscher
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Pamela Gunner

Krista Thomas  Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian) Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian)
Merrie Miller-

White Bull
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Delbert Hopkins |

9 |Cara Belvins
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern 9-12 - Economics 9-12 - United States History 1492-2008
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Jamey Strom

Jackie Hulscher
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Pamela Gunner

Krista Thomas  Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian) Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian) Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian)
Merrie Miller-

White Bull
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Delbert Hopkins |

9 |Cara Belvins
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Jamey Strom

Jackie Hulscher

Pamela Gunner
Krista Thomas
Merrie Miller-
White Bull

Delbert Hopkins |

9-12 - United States Government

Yes from a Western Civilization View (Christian)

9

Cara Belvins
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22 |Justin Mayer
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2 LEWE Which group do you represent

K-12 Educator

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian
Grandparent

K-12 Educator
Former teacher
Parent/Guardian

17 |Preston Atwood Head of School at Regents Academy

18 | Gabrielle Seeley K-12 Educator

Parent/Guardian

K-12 Educator

Lacey Hoogland K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

23 |Kendra Pearson Parent/Guardian

Rebecca
24 |Gravholt K-12 Educator
[ |Kenneth H.
25 |Updike K-12 Educator
26 |Mary K-12 Educator
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Proposed Social Studies standards overall
Students will rise to the level of our expectations for them. When | think of the vast injustice being done to students nationwide right now, allowing them to do less because more is perceived as "too hard", | am saddened and dismayed. Students deserve the opportunity to be challenged and educated well. It is the only

way to produce concerned, responsible citizens for our future.
| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.

A+++
Very good in general

Overall these proposed standards do not match where students are academically. These standards are asking more of students then where they are with their learning.
The proposed Social Studies standards are most definitely not age appropriate. Lower elementary students are asked to know ancient history concepts which are not relevant to them.
Valid, expected knowledge. These prepate students for interacting and participating in their govt and society.

The classical tradition/approach is timeless and largely responsible for the foundation of this country, the proliferation of the humanities and arts, and filling our country with people who pursue truth, beauty, and goodness in all things. Education is about human flourishing, and history/social studies is a vital component

17 |Preston Atwood of fostering in students a sense of place and home. We must know where we've come from in order to contextualize the present and shape the future.

Reject this entire proposal for what it is: trash.

18 |Gabrielle Seeley The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD. It is against educational best practices.

Memorization is not learning. These standards do not allow learners to think critically.

Standards have been heavily criticized by South Dakotan educators as they do not reflect realistic expectations for the grade levels and are based only on memorization and regurgitation of information.
The standards do not teach children how to process and evaluate the complex ideas they are expected to have memorized.

The Social Studies Standards have been transformed to fit Governor Noem's political agenda.

Politics have no place in our children's classrooms and directly affects our teacher shortage in South Dakota.

Our family supports Critical Race Theory and we want our child to learn how the system is set up and the role we all play in making a better life for ALL.
If we are focusing on traditional curriculum, then why would we take crucial time away from teaching students to read, write, and math concepts which are critical in first grade. The amount of time needed to teach these standards would negatively impact our reading and math scores. Where else would we get the
time? Additionally, simply exposing students to concepts that they are not developmentally ready to hear is a waste of their valuable time. We could not teach them to mastery at this age and | do not feel that they will hold this information until the next time they hear it.

These standards are wonderful! For years we have had standards at the elementary level that focused on community helpers and what is going on in the students' community. This method does not prepare students for the critical thinking that is needed as an adult. This method does not prepare students for the basic
understanding of U.S. and World History that is needed at the secondary level.

By introducing students to world and U.S. History from a young age we are setting students up for long-term success. The stories that students learn at a young age will carry with them as they get older. They will now have a basis for their learning in the Middle and High School years that they previously lacked.

The proposed standards do not emphasize dates but rather emphasize an understanding of people and what they brought to the world. It is only through understanding people of the past that we can begin to process our current situations as humans and U.S. Citizens.

As a middle school history teacher, | have lamented for the past decade that students had little to no exposure to world history or even U.S. history until | would have them as students. This made my job much harder as | had to give them base-level knowledge and stories so that we could then dig deeper into other
stories of people and time. When doing this method nothing can ever really be deep.

The proposed spiraling of standards will deepen student learning and understanding. this deepening will help students to be critical thinkers because they will have the base knowledge to assist them.

Lacey Hoogland | only have praise for the Elementary standards. | do wish that the spiraling continued at the middle school and high school level. | still approve of the standards as being much improved from what we have had in the past.

| see 21 standards for high school United States history and 18 for high school government. As | understand things now, students need 1 unit of United States history and a .5 unit of government for graduation in South Dakota.
The .5 government unit on these standards might need to be 1 unit, to allow a full academic year to cover the material.

Remember not all students learn at the same pace and not all students have support systems to advance their learning outside of school hours. Since this is a public matter that has now been politicized, | hope you seriously appreciate how much you are asking of educators to ensure that all students learn these
standards at high levels. Students should learn about politics in South Dakota. They should not be a venture of a political goal.

Are you sure all these standards are essential for all students in South Dakota or do you just like the idea of high expectations? With technology, websites and apps help students memorize things well. These standards seem to encourage memorization, and are we as a state satisfied with basic memorization or
should we expect our students to demonstrate their learning in multiple ways? Maybe you could pilot these standards in South Dakota and measure how well students learn them before you adopt them statewide.

23 |Kendra Pearson OPPOSED

Rebecca

24 |Gravholt NA
[ |Kenneth H.

25 |Updike | support these standards.
Bl | am a classically educated teacher now teaching at a classical school in Memphis, and | can personally testify to the benefits of this form of eduction. In elementary school | loved history and geography, and in middle school | loved reading primary documents and discussing ideas that formed our government and

culture. In high school | was given opportunities to do actual research with primary documents and create logical arguments, practicing public speaking and excellence in writing. Acknowledging the impact of cultures that shaped the US as well as recognizing the impact of other cultures due to globalization is a

26 |Mary excellent preventative measure to repeating the mistakes of history.

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

N
o

-
a

12
13

RN [N PN
[o2] Ké,]

||\>
X

Amy Pryor

Erin Boggs
SHANNON L
HUBACHER
Keith Rhudy

Kennedee
Goodro

Judith Hamskrr
Forrest Brady

Preston Atwood

| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.

A+

Well done

As a kindergarten teacher all of our kindergarten standards state with prompting and support. These proposed standards are expecting too much of kindergarteners. These are unrealistic to expect our 5 and 6 years old's to learn on their own
without support or prompting. Another way these standards do not fit with what is expected in kindergarten is most of the year | spend working with my students on calling me by my name and not teacher. To expect students to know these
different figures in history and what they did when they were younger and old is too far fetched.

Valid, expected knowledge

This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common core, etc.) simply don't.

Gabrielle Seeley Reject this because any Kindergarten social studies learning should launch with the 5 themes of geography, not what is proposed here.

Jenny Hallan

Keri Tisher

Lacey Hoogland

Justin Mayer

Kendra Pearson

Rebecca
Gravholt

Kenneth H.

26

Updike

Mary

OPPOSED

NA

Is literacy and social studies combined or separate?

11/9

2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

N
o

-
a

12
13

RN [N PN
[o2] Ké,]

|l\)
X

Amy Pryor
| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they are
Erin Boggs capable of understanding.
SHANNON L
HUBACHER A+
Keith Rhudy good
Kennedee
Goodro These standards do not support where these students are academically.
Judith Hamskrr
Forrest Brady  Valid, expected knowledge

Preston Atwood This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common core, etc.) simply don't.

Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of child development and of educational best practices.
Gabrielle Seeley The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

Jenny Hallan

L These standards are not developmentally appropriate for first grade students. It is simply not reasonable to expect them to understand the standards proposed. In addition, students
Keri Tisher are not emotionally ready for some of these topics including wars, conflict, etc. | cannot express how inappropriate | feel these are for our grade level.
Lacey Hoogland

1.88.1.0 - What is the utility of being able to recite the Preamble from memory by the end of first grade? Students have devices and means to look at the Constitution when needed.
Does research show that memorization of the Preamble by the end of first grade enhances a student's ability to learn about the enduring principles of the Constitution?

Justin Mayer

Kendra Pearson OPPOSED

Standard 1.8S.1 A-D, F-J, L and M are weak standards, but are developmentally appropriate for 1st grade. In regards to standard 1.SS.2 memorizing locations on a map (21 in total)
of which only 6 relate to the larger standard of understanding locations in the United States and South Dakota disregards the understanding of child development. The remainder of
these Social Studies "Standards" are lacking basic foundational skills. Standards should be written to help our students gain understanding of basic social norms, civic
responsibilities, and a basic understanding of how a student becomes a part of the larger community while maintaining individuality. Six- and Seven-year-old students are only

Rebecca beginning to develop into learners that can use the abstract thinking that is needed to comprehend these standards as written. In short, these standards disregard best practices in
24 |Gravholt regards to teaching a student using basic understanding of the cognitive development of a 1st grade student and how a student of this age learns about the world around them.
[ |Kenneth H.
25 |Updike
26 |Mary
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment
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Kenneth H.
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Amy Pryor
| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of
Erin Boggs understanding.
SHANNON L
HUBACHER A+
Keith Rhudy well done
Kennedee
Goodro These standards do not support where these students are academically.
Judith Hamskrr
Forrest Brady Valid, expected knowledge

Preston Atwood This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common core, etc.) simply don't.

Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of child development and of educational best practices. The
Gabirielle Seeley proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

Jenny Hallan

Keri Tisher

Lacey Hoogland

Justin Mayer

Kendra Pearson OPPOSED

Rebecca
Gravholt NA

Updike

Mary
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Amy Pryor

Erin Boggs
SHANNON L
HUBACHER
Keith Rhudy
Kennedee
Goodro

Judith Hamskrr
Forrest Brady

Preston Atwood

Jenny Hallan

Keri Tisher

Lacey Hoogland

Justin Mayer

Kendra Pearson

Rebecca
Gravholt

Kenneth H.

Updike

Mary

| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to | feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to

learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.

A+
good

These standards do not support where these students are academically.

Valid, expected knowledge

This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common  This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common

core, etc.) simply don't.

Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of
Gabirielle Seeley child development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

OPPOSED

NA

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.

A+
great

These standards do not support where these students are academically.

Valid, expected knowledge

core, etc.) simply don't.

child development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

OPPOSED

NA
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Amy Pryor

Erin Boggs
SHANNON L
HUBACHER
Keith Rhudy

Kennedee
Goodro

Judith Hamskrr
Forrest Brady

Preston Atwood

Gabirielle Seeley child development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

Jenny Hallan

Keri Tisher

Lacey Hoogland

Justin Mayer

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to | feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to

learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.

A+
good

These standards do not support where these students are academically.

Valid, expected knowledge

learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.
A+

great

These standards do not support where these students are academically.

Valid, expected knowledge

This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common  This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common

core, etc.) simply don't.

core, etc.) simply don't.

Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of

child development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

23 |Kendra Pearson OPPOSED OPPOSED

Rebecca
24 |Gravholt NA NA

Kenneth H.
25 |Updike

Great for the dialectic stage to foster productive conversation about ideas that shape US culture.
26 |Mary
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



7th Grade - America 1492-1877 8th Grade - America 1877-2008

10 |Amy Pryor
| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to | feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to
11 |Erin Boggs learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding. learn things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding.
SHANNON L
12 |[HUBACHER A+ A+
13 | Keith Rhudy good not bad
Kennedee
14 |Goodro These standards do not support where these students are academically. These standards do not support where these students are academically.
15 |Judith Hamskrr
16 |Forrest Brady Valid, expected knowledge Valid, expected knowledge
This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common  This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common
17 | Preston Atwood core, etc.) simply don't. core, etc.) simply don't.
Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of
18 |Gabrielle Seeley child development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD. child development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.
19 |Jenny Hallan
20 |Keri Tisher
21 |Lacey Hoogland
22 |Justin Mayer
23 |Kendra Pearson OPPOSED OPPOSED
Rebecca
24 |Gravholt NA
Kenneth H.
25 |Updike
26 |Mary

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



9-12 - Economics

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern 9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

Learning about our nation's history in these pivotal years will produce better citizens and

N
o

Amy Pryor This is a great sequence for students to follow. Beginning with the ancient provides insight into the origins of cultures and nations. Students will benefit from this knowledge and thorough approach. members of society.
| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade | feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level
| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to learn level proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they  proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they are
11 |Erin Boggs things that are way beyond what they are capable of understanding. are capable of understanding. capable of understanding.
[ |SHANNON L
12 |[HUBACHER A+ A+ A+
[13 |Keith Rhudy good good good
Kennedee
14 |Goodro These standards do not support where these students are academically. These standards do not support where these students are academically. These standards do not support where these students are academically.
[15 |Judith Hamskrr
[16 |Forrest Brady | Valid, expected knowledge Valid, expected knowledge Valid, expected knowledge
This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common core,  This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning  This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in
17 |Preston Atwood etc.) simply don't. in a way that traditional standards (common core, etc.) simply don't. a way that traditional standards (common core, etc.) simply don't.
Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document 'Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document
Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of child shows a lack of basic understanding of child development and of educational best shows a lack of basic understanding of child development and of educational best
18 |Gabrielle Seeley development and of educational best practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD. practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD. practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

19 |Jenny Hallan

20 |Keri Tisher

Lacey Hoogland

||\>
X

USH.5 - Learning about 15th century trade and major explorers in a United States history
class seems exhaustive. While a sound understanding of this interaction may develop an
understanding on a more world history level, United States history should focus on things
that happened when the United States was formed. Overall, the time that students are in
school seems not adequate to cover all the proposed standards. Currently, the Modern
United States history class | teach starts before the Civil War and ends post 9/11. If you
add more content, you subtract from somewhere else. We only have so many days for

!
22 |Justin Mayer students to learn!

23 |Kendra Pearson OPPOSED OPPOSED OPPOSED
Rebecca
24 |Gravholt NA NA NA
Kenneth H.
25 |Updike Yes, | support, they are more thorough and complete as well as chronological Yes, | support, they are more thorough and complete as well as chronological
26 |Mary

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



Amy Pryor

N
o

-
a

Erin Boggs
SHANNON L
12 |[HUBACHER
[13 |Keith Rhudy

Kennedee
Goodro

Judith Hamskrr
Forrest Brady

RN [N PN
[o2] Ké,]

17 |Preston Atwood

19 |Jenny Hallan

20 |Keri Tisher

Lacey Hoogland
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22 |Justin Mayer

23 |Kendra Pearson

Rebecca
24 |Gravholt
[ |Kenneth H.

25 |Updike

26 |Mary

18 |Gabrielle Seeley practices. The proposal is an embarrassment to the state of SD.

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

Every student deserves a thorough education in how our government works. Developing an educated citizen makes our society better and should be our primary goal in
teaching Government to children.

| feel like after seeing the new proposed standards that this is way beyond the grade level proposed. These kids are expected to learn things that are way beyond what they
are capable of understanding.

A+

lacking where we are now in practically another civil war

These standards do not support where these students are academically.

Valid, expected knowledge

This approach to education is very beneficial for students and fosters a love of learning in a way that traditional standards (common core, etc.) simply don't.

Reject because this is not age appropriate or feasible for this age group. This document shows a lack of basic understanding of child development and of educational best

OPPOSED

NA
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

27 |Brenda K Hill K-12 Educator
28 |Lois Qualseth Concerned citizen

29 | Tim Thomas K-12 Educator

30 | Tanja Pederson ' K-12 Educator

Samantha
31 |McGrath Parent/Guardian

32 |Joyce Lorenzen Taxpayer

Edward
33 |Manzano Parent/Guardian

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

| believe that the proposed elementary standards (K-5) will be devastating to implement. These proposed standards are far too in-depth for the vast majority of children their age in our state. | reviewed the K-6 standards as an administrator for our school.
| believe that finding curriculum to teach these specific topics will be extremely difficult, and therefore another burden on our teachers/schools/districts to create.
Has anyone considered the amount of time that our students in K-2 need just to learn reading and math skills? The amount of standards put forth for these proposed social studies standards-- indicates that a much greater amount of time (instructional minutes) will be needed just to teach social studies.

Students at this level need basic and foundational knowledge to build on. | don't believe that we need to make changes to the standards for change sake. We need to make changes in the best interest of the children of our state. The changes proposed for K-5 are simply not a reflection of well-thought out State
27 |Brenda K Hill standards in regard to child development, resources needed to teach these standards, and the amount of required time it will actually require to teach all of them.
28 |Lois Qualseth Appears that the curriculum is at a much higher level than the proposed age groups.

| appreciate the idea of getting the students to understand world and US history as a more cohesive timeline across the ages, but These standards are expecting WAY too much of our kids. Not only will teachers lack the time to consider teaching such subjects, but the contend doesn't align with developmentally what
they can comprehend.

To add to this, we have not been too far out of the pandemic and most all kids are behind. | don't believe adding more to teacher's plates will be a good move for us at this time.
| believe we need to think about how to better support teachers who are still in the profession to assist students in the current standards rather than trying to add more standards to teach. Our state needs better support to the teachers and students rather than attempting to rewrite something that isn't truly necessary.

29 | Tim Thomas Please reconsider these considerations and possibly put effort and energy into other areas of education. At the very minimum, | would suggest that these World and American history concepts be introduction level or a survey of the topic rather than assessed topics.

| South Dakota believes in local control why has this changed for this revision? Why are we letting an out of state college drive what SD kids learn in our classrooms? Why are we allowing a group with a specified agenda to infiltrate our classrooms? Why are we limiting people's voices and the transparency of the
process? Typical reviews of standards have a work group of 50 to 60 members representing SD communities and educators- of the 205 people who applied 15 are selected? Two practicing SD educators are the only representatives. The amount of time and money used to develop these standards is a waste of SD
taxpayers money. The amount of money it will take to find resources will strap already limited school budgets. What roles should religion play in public schools? The standards lack any depth of knowledge or higher order thinking. There are no public schools who are utilizing these standards- what is the bigger agenda
behind the adoption? This is a list of tasks- not standards. Student engagement is non-existent. There is no scope and sequence to the standards. As an educator with 28 years experience, a mom of two and lifelong South Dakotan | fear for our future generation if these standards pass. It will be a mess for the next 7
30 | Tanja Pederson years and in the end we will pump out learners who have learned very little about about being thinkers, debaters and active citizens in their communities.

Samantha
31 |McGrath Reject. | trust our educators to make education decisions. Not politicians.

The primary grades content is not Social Studies. Age inappropriate to the younger grades. The upper grades (9-12) were more appropriate but still more history than Social Studies. My input is go back to the plan SD Educators presented before this plan was purchased. A "canned" curriculum will be dictatorial,
32 |Joyce Lorenzen unteachable and expensive.

Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

27 |Brenda K Hill | believe that the proposed Kindergarten - 5th grade standards are far too in-depth for their age and the amount of time required to teach all subjects. Especially the amount of time needed to teach reading and math-- foundational skills in K-2.
28 |Lois Qualseth

29 | Tim Thomas

The standards are not developmentally appropriate. The vocabulary is not age appropriate. Reciting material is not intellectually engaging. The list of historical figures is extensive and provides little guidance related to themes or skills learners
should acquire. The list of symbols is extensive, again memorizing places and people is not "minds on learning" and requires little engagement or meaningful learning. There is no depth of knowledge, simple memorization and exposure will not
30 | Tanja Pederson ' create well informed citizens.

Samantha
31 |McGrath

32 |Joyce Lorenzen | Missing different cultures and color-how dull. Social Studies should be interesting and fun!

Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied with standards

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

| believe that the proposed Kindergarten - 5th grade standards are far too in-depth for their age and the amount of time required to teach all subjects. Especially the amount of time
27 |Brenda K Hill needed to teach reading and math-- foundational skills in K-2.
28 |Lois Qualseth

29 | Tim Thomas

Simply reciting material is not creating thinkers, well- informed citizens or creating meaning. Again, the material is not developmentally appropriate and promotes learning being mere
regurgitation. Standard 1.SS.4 and 1.SS.5 are not first grade standards, first grade learners are just learning how to read- expecting them to understand the Punic wars and Roman
Civil wars is content is not appropriate for their brains developmentally- they are concrete thinkers. 1st graders are currently learning about time (yesterday, today, tomorrow)- ancient
history is an abstract concept they are not prepared to grasp. 1st grade- primary vs. secondary sources (we don't address this in ELA until 3rd-5th grade.). Early elementary is

30 | Tanja Pederson focusing on how to read. We are expecting them memorize major documents.

Samantha
31 |McGrath

Age inappropriate.. Again, cultures, events NOT violent History. This is a horrible introduction for students to the United States, world, countries and cultures. If a student does not
32 |Joyce Lorenzen 'have geography -how will they know where Rome is located?

Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied with standards

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



27
28

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

| believe that the proposed Kindergarten - 5th grade standards are far too in-depth for their age and the amount of time required to teach all subjects. Especially the amount of time needed to
Brenda K Hill teach reading and math-- foundational skills in K-2.
Lois Qualseth

Tim Thomas

Tanja Pederson Not developmentally appropriate, engaging or meaningful to this age level.

Samantha
McGrath

Age inappropriate and more a study of violence, history and religion than Social Studies. Inappropriate introduction of specific religions as this should be taught at home under Parental
Joyce Lorenzen influence. That is why we have a separation of Church and State. The REAL Jesus (love thy God and neighbor) appreciate introducing him amid the violence in this curriculum.

Edward

33

Manzano Satsfied with standards
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27
28

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

| believe that the proposed 3rd grade standards are far too in-depth for their age and the amount of time needed to teach core skills

Brenda K Hill during these foundational years. Let alone-- finding resources to teach the newly proposed standards.

Lois Qualseth

Tim Thomas

Tanja Pederson Not developmentally appropriate, engaging or meaningful to this age level.

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

| believe that the proposed 4th grade standards are far too in-depth for their age and the amount of time needed to teach core skills
during these foundational years. Let alone-- finding resources to teach the newly proposed standards.

Not developmentally appropriate, engaging or meaningful to this age level.

Samantha
31 |McGrath
32 |Joyce Lorenzen | This curriculum is History not Social Studies and age inappropriate. More geography! This curriculum is History not Social Studies and age inappropriate.
Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied with standards Satisfied with standards
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment




Brenda K Hill

Lois Qualseth

Tim Thomas

Tanja Pederson

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

| believe that the proposed 5th grade standards are far too in-depth for their age and the amount of time needed to teach core skills
during these foundational years. Let alone-- finding resources to teach the newly proposed standards.

Not developmentally appropriate, engaging or meaningful to this age level.

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

No comment.

Samantha
31 |McGrath
This is more history. Teach current events, how to be stewards of the environment(where does clean water originate, FDA, recycling
)interstate and roads, commerce, why driver's licenses are important, Social Security and Medicare (best retirement plan in the
World) for our seniors, public schools to educate all, laws to protect citizens, transportation systems.... Engage/connect the student  The curriculum fades out as voluminous amounts are covered in previous grades (inappropriately). Not sure this is a good idea
32 |Joyce Lorenzen | with an appreciation of the United States and all it has to offer. unless current civics is known.
Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied with standards Satisfied with standards
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27
28

Brenda K Hill
Lois Qualseth

Tim Thomas

Tanja Pederson

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

No comment.

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

No comment.

Samantha
31 |McGrath
32 |Joyce Lorenzen | Start some History here but why start at 14927 Teach Civics here.
Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied with standards Satisfied with standards
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment
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27
28

Brenda K Hill
Lois Qualseth

Tim Thomas

Tanja Pederson

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

No comment.

9-12 - Economics

No comment.

- United States History 1492-2008

No comment.

Samantha
31 |McGrath
This is a good idea-micro, macro, Capitalism and other types of economies. The role of
32 |Joyce Lorenzen Should be offered as Electives the government(i.e.: The President of the United States does not determine gas prices). Why start at 14927
Edward
33 |Manzano Satisfied with standards Satisfied with standards Very satisfied with standards
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

27 |Brenda K Hill No comment.
28 |Lois Qualseth

29 | Tim Thomas

30 | Tanja Pederson

Samantha
31 |McGrath

32 |Joyce Lorenzen 'Age Appropriate

Edward
33 |Manzano Very satisfied with standards
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

34 |Brooke Larson  K-12 Educator

35 |Molly Dailey K-12 Educator

36 |Chad Lamb Both K-12 educator and Parent/Guardian

MaryBeth

37 |Herrboldt Parent/Guardian

38 |MaryBeth K-12 Educator
Ashley

39 |Whitehead K-12 Educator
Courtney

40 |Krienert K-12 Educator

4

=

Joelle Neutzling K-12 Educator

11/9/2022
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

The proposed social studies standards are overall not developmentally appropriate for elementary. Students will not be able to learn by time periods and can not understand most of the content. Please reconsider making these the standards for elementary students.

34 |Brooke Larson

Overall the standards particularly from K-5th grade are wholly inappropriate for the age level of the students. | say this as an elementary teacher and the parent of a 6th grader. The manner in which these standards were created shows an amount of bias that | would have thought our department of education incapable
ﬁ Molly Dailey of. If these standards pass you will be setting up students and teachers to fail. It will not be their fault when SD falls even further behind the rest of the country it will be the fault of Kristi Noem and her personal agenda. Support EDUCATION, not political agendas.

| agree with teaching South Dakotan children to learn to respect and honor their country and its history. | champion that! | ensure that in my own classroom. However, these standards ridiculously cover pages and pages of "wishlist" material, unfeasible and unrealistic for the expectations of our students. The standards
rely on rote memorization, something that older generations might believe is the only way but is the reason why so many people say they "hate" history. It allows no time for students to actually experience or imagine our history in fun or exciting ways. They will kill our students' desire to learn about civics and history.

36 |chad Lamb These standards were created by a college professor without practical experience executing them in a real classroom at the developmental levels of our elementary and middle school students.

There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed content.
MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt
The process did not include educators from every grade level, nor were the educators on the committee of 15 allowed to make suggestions. The South Dakota Department of Education had NOTHING to do with the writing of these standards. The handpicked committee was given a document and was allowed to do

nothing more than proofread. (The original committee had 42 members - almost all current SD teachers - who represented every grade level K-12).

38 |MaryBeth

Ashley
39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert

4

=

Joelle Neutzling

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



34 |Brooke Larson

35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt

38 |MaryBeth

Ashley
39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert

4

=

Joelle Neutzling

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

Developmentally inappropriate for children. The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.

The standards are not age appropriate - especially K-4.
The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards start with "tell, memorize, or show."
The number of standards (the amount of material) to be covered at each grade level far exceeds the amount of time scheduled for social studies currently. At the elementary level, basic reading and math skills will suffer.

There will be a lack of resources existing to support this overhaul, meaning the time and resources necessary to make this change will fall heavily on our educators, existing within a system that lacks those resources because of minimal funding
and alignment to general expectations across other states and nationally. In other words, “do more with less” with respect to content. Teachers can expect a lack of skills development, as these are not defined in the standards. They can expect
significant learning gaps at all grade levels, as the drastic change in expectations, as well as scope and sequence, will make this unavoidable - even with a two-to-three-year grace period for preparation. In addition, the standards as proposed do
not align with the cognitive ability and age-appropriateness of the learners. involved. We are setting up teachers for failure with a proposal that is unachievable based on the numerous variables that will be impacted by these changes.

In addition | personally do not see a way to cover all of these standards in a way that will be meaningful to students while not taking away from what educators are facing with the literacy and math deficiency that we are seeing in our state. There
would need to be a dedicated social studies teacher that is worked into a specials rotation similar to PE, IMS, and Music classes.
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

34 |Brooke Larson

35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt

38 |MaryBeth

Ashley
39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert

4

=

Joelle Neutzling

Developmentally inappropriate for children. The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.

The standards are not age appropriate - especially K-4.

The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards start with "tell, memorize, or show."

The number of standards (the amount of material) to be covered at each grade level far exceeds the amount of time scheduled for social studies currently. At the elementary level,
basic reading and math skills will suffer.

Where is research that supports that 5 year old's should memorize the preamble to the Constitution? They need to learn an emergency phone number.

These standards are not appropriate for first grade children. Please look further into the developmental stages of children of this age. A 6 year old can only focus on local
surroundings. Their world involves their house and neighborhood. Anything beyond that is too abstract for student to grasp. There are numerous studies that have been done on
children's understanding of the world and time as they develop (you can look at David Sobel for example). These standards also involve lots of memorization of words they cannot
understand the importance of. | literally was laughing out loud when | read some of these expectations. These are not possible for kids to learn. | hope you take the time to look
further into this and reach out to teachers who teach children of this age. | have taught first grade for 17 years and | can tell you that you are setting children up for failure with these
standards.

There will be a lack of resources existing to support this overhaul, meaning the time and resources necessary to make this change will fall heavily on our educators, existing within a
system that lacks those resources because of minimal funding and alignment to general expectations across other states and nationally. In other words, “do more with less” with
respect to content. Teachers can expect a lack of skills development, as these are not defined in the standards. They can expect significant learning gaps at all grade levels, as the
drastic change in expectations, as well as scope and sequence, will make this unavoidable - even with a two-to-three-year grace period for preparation. In addition, the standards as
proposed do not align with the cognitive ability and age-appropriateness of the learners. involved. We are setting up teachers for failure with a proposal that is unachievable based on
the numerous variables that will be impacted by these changes.

Standards aren’t developmentally appropriate according to grade level:

*1st graders are currently learning about time (yesterday, today, tomorrow) — ancient history is an abstract concept they are not prepared to grasp. The gilded age, etc.
*1st grade - Primary vs Secondary sources (don’t learn about this in ELA until 3rd-5th grade)

*Early elementary is focusing on learning how to read. We are expecting them to memorize major documents.

In addition | personally do not see a way to cover all of these standards in a way that will be meaningful to students while not taking away from what educators are facing with the
literacy and math deficiency that we are seeing in our state. There would need to be a dedicated social studies teacher that is worked into a specials rotation similar to PE, IMS, and
Music classes.
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34 |Brooke Larson

35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt

38 |MaryBeth

Ashley
39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert

4
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Joelle Neutzling

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

B R LIS T U RO O OISV T RUIO S STV IR VIS PULU TIO G SO SO U IO SIS i S e 1o Y o PALIOE TS U Y Uy SIS YrUMTia AT w Yoty U LS SOOIy e o e o

events of the Carollnglan dynasty" (2.8S.3.G) and reporting the impact of the "Great Schism of 1378" (2 SS 4 G) Not only that, as a Social Studies teacher | flnd it unrealistic of 2nd graders,
much less the 7th graders | teach. Even "hemispheres" on a globe and what lines are used to form them (2.SS.2.A) can take awhile for some 7th graders to comprehend, and | do a good job, |
believe, of approaching the topic. You expect 2nd graders to pack the concept of hemispheres in with six other pages of higher grade-level concepts. You push memorization and leave no time

Developmentally inappropriate for children. The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.

The standards are not age appropriate - especially K-4.

The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards start with "tell, memorize, or show."

The number of standards (the amount of material) to be covered at each grade level far exceeds the amount of time scheduled for social studies currently. At the elementary level, basic
reading and math skills will suffer.

There will be a lack of resources existing to support this overhaul, meaning the time and resources necessary to make this change will fall heavily on our educators, existing within a system that
lacks those resources because of minimal funding and alignment to general expectations across other states and nationally. In other words, “do more with less” with respect to content.
Teachers can expect a lack of skills development, as these are not defined in the standards. They can expect significant learning gaps at all grade levels, as the drastic change in expectations,
as well as scope and sequence, will make this unavoidable - even with a two-to-three-year grace period for preparation. In addition, the standards as proposed do not align with the cognitive
ability and age-appropriateness of the learners. involved. We are setting up teachers for failure with a proposal that is unachievable based on the numerous variables that will be impacted by
these changes.

In addition | personally do not see a way to cover all of these standards in a way that will be meaningful to students while not taking away from what educators are facing with the literacy and
math deficiency that we are seeing in our state. There would need to be a dedicated social studies teacher that is worked into a specials rotation similar to PE, IMS, and Music classes.
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34 |Brooke Larson

35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt

38 |MaryBeth

Ashley
39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert
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3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Joelle Neutzling

Developmentally inappropriate for children. The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. Students
arere

The standards are not age appropriate - especially K-4.

The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards start with "tell, memorize, or show."
The number of standards (the amount of material) to be covered at each grade level far exceeds the amount of time scheduled for
social studies currently. At the elementary level, basic reading and math skills will suffer.

What is reason for third graders to memorize how to spell Philadelphia? How will that help them become well rounded citizens?

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Developmentally inappropriate for children. What happened to teaching 4th graders the history of their state?The standards do not
promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.

The standards are not age appropriate - especially K-4.

The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards start with "tell, memorize, or show."
The number of standards (the amount of material) to be covered at each grade level far exceeds the amount of time scheduled for
social studies currently. At the elementary level, basic reading and math skills will suffer.

Looking through the proposed standards, there is no way that all of these topics could be discussed in the school year. We would
drastically have to alter other subjects around causing them to suffer (math and reading) to fit all of the standards in. These
standards are also way above our 4th grade level. They cover such a wide variety of topics as well there is no way to set students
up for success. It is also alarming that these standards could pass with no sort of curriculum in place for teachers to feel success to
teach these standards. We already have so much on our plates and then to pass these standards and expect us to be able to pick
them up and teach is unfair to us. Even with professional development over the summer that is taking away from our break to learn
the new standards. Is that going to be enough time to prepare us for the new standards as well? | do not think that these standards
will benefit the children of South Dakota and we as educators need to stand up for our children to make sure they receive the best
education possible.
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908 6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

34 |Brooke Larson

35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt Developmentally inappropriate for children.The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.
The standards are not age appropriate - especially K-4.
The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills. The standards start with "tell, memorize, or show." Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and high school schedules in order to cover all
The number of standards (the amount of material) to be covered at each grade level far exceeds the amount of time scheduled for  material. This will require more staffing and a reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation.
38 |MaryBeth social studies currently. At the elementary level, basic reading and math skills will suffer. There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed conte
Ashley

39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert

4

=

Joelle Neutzling
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35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb
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Joelle Neutzling

7th Grade - America 1492-1877
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professional middle school educators You did not solicit honest input about what is possible in a 36-week school year For example,
do you know how long it takes for someone to memorize one paragraph, much less three paragraphs, of the Declaration of
Independence (7.SS.1.B)? What do you call a paragraph in the Declaration anyway? The Declaration of Independence wasn't

The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.

Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and high school schedules in order to cover all
material. This will require more staffing and a reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation.
There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed conte

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

T L oo s Tty S S v s e
want them to know (and | count myself among them). There s no Iegmmate need for 8th grade students to know the "blography of

Calvin Coolidge" (8.SS.4.G) | pull that one out, because | wrote my Master's thesis in History on Calvin Coolidge and his effects on
Ronald Reagan's conservative beliefs. | believe Coolidge was a better president than many historians give him credit for, but he is

The standards do not promote depth of knowledge or high order thinking skills.

Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and high school schedules in order to cover all
material. This will require more staffing and a reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation.
There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed conte
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35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt

38 |MaryBeth
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Courtney
40 |Krienert
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Joelle Neutzling

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern 9-12 - Economics

There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the
There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed content. correct grade levels to teach this proposed content.

Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and
high school schedules in order to cover all material. This will require more staffing and a
Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and high school schedules in order to cover all material.  reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation.
This will require more staffing and a reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation. There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the
There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed conte correct grade levels to teach this proposed conte

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct
grade levels to teach this proposed content.

Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and high
school schedules in order to cover all material. This will require more staffing and a
reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation.

There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct
grade levels to teach this proposed conte
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34 |Brooke Larson

35 |Molly Dailey

36 |Chad Lamb

MaryBeth
37 |Herrboldt

38 |MaryBeth

Ashley
39 |Whitehead

Courtney
40 |Krienert
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Joelle Neutzling

There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed content.

Additional required social studies classes will have to be added to middle school and high school schedules in order to cover all material. This will require more staffing and
a reduction in the electives that students can take - including career preparation.
There are no teaching materials (textbooks, curriculum) that currently exist at the correct grade levels to teach this proposed conte
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2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Parent/Guardian

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

resident of South Dakota
Parent/Guardian
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2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

47§

Cami Wenk

Sue May

Dale Singer

Caylee Sorum

Amber Taylor

JF
Tricia Birdwell

While of some of the standards seem to be age appropriate, many of them are not. A kindergartner, a 5 or 6 year old child, should give examples of "treating others with or without the respect for the equal human dignity of each person" is neither age appropriate nor related to the subject of social studies. The
standards are not age appropriate. If these were the only things a teacher focused on for the entire year, a student may be able to meet each standard. However, there are other subjects that teachers must focus on.

There are 6 pages of first grade standards. There is no possible way that a teacher could possibly teach all of these on top of other subjects. | would suggest serious revisions that include input from grade-qualified teachers. Although they are bright, intelligent, and love learning, my children would be overwhelmed by
these.

| have taught Kindergarten and First grade for the last 25 years in South Dakota. The proposed standards were obviously not written by anyone that understands the development and cognitive understanding of 5-7 year olds. There is no curriculum that would teach these proposed standards. | am deeply disappointed
that South Dakota educators had no part in this process. It has become a political opportunity for out of state non-educators to make money off pushing inappropriate standards on our students. These standards should be rejected and trust the educators in our state that actually teach Social Studies to write the
standards that reflect the needs of the students in our state.

Needs to have higher level thinking activities, less regurgitation of facts.

The proposed standards are out of touch. The expectations on the lower grades are insanely over their heads, as are most of the ideas that come with them. Further than that, however, is the absolute lack of chance to really think about anything on a deeper level than what they're being told. There isn’'t a chance to
form opinions on their own about the history, good or bad. The high school standards also eliminate the idea of critical thinking. Rote memorization, ancient civilizations in elementary school, upping the expectations so that they will take a significant amount of time to cover thoroughly. It's asking for children to only
know the service level of a variety of topics, without deeper exploration about any of them. If we want to have informed citizens, we have to give students the opportunity to think for themselves. Madison said that factions, and therefore conflicting viewpoints, are essential to liberty, and honestly, | don’t see a lot of
options for different viewpoints in these standards.

These standards force students to memorize instead of learn.

As | homeschooled our son in early elementary school, we both enjoyed exploring history. | learned something | had not absorbed in the 1950's and 1960's social studies curriculum where U.S. History was in tenth and eleventh grade and Geography, World History, and Civics were in twelvth grade. With our son we
put World History and U.S. History together on a timeline. | appreciate that in the new standards you are putting the history of all South Dakotan's on a timeline with U.S. History. In a similar way, | | urge you to consider doing the same with World History. The Louisiana Purchase doesn't make as much sense when it is
not combined with Napoleon's need for cash, for example.

| approve of these proposed standards, please adopt them asap
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2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

42 |Cami Wenk

43 |Sue May Overwhelming amount of historical figures to teach. Standards need to keep in mind the developmental age and abilities of 5-6 year old students.

44 |Dale Singer

45 |Caylee Sorum

46 |Amber Taylor

47| F
48 | Tricia Birdwell
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2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

42 |Cami Wenk
Too many standards of inappropriate for age of students (architectural style of buildings, memorizing the Declaration of Independence and Preamble to Constitution, depth of Ancient
Civilizations not appropriate for age, Greek Mythology, Peloponnesian War, Punic Wars, etc) First graders need to understand the world they live in and be culturally aware of how
43 |Sue May people have different backgrounds vs specific wars and empires is not within their understanding for a 6-7 year old student.

44 |Dale Singer

45 |Caylee Sorum

46 |Amber Taylor

47 F
48 | Tricia Birdwell
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Cami Wenk

Sue May
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Caylee Sorum

Amber Taylor

JF
Tricia Birdwell

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908
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Sue May

Dale Singer

Caylee Sorum

Amber Taylor

JF
Tricia Birdwell

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

46



42 |Cami Wenk

43 |Sue May

44 |Dale Singer

45 |Caylee Sorum

46 |Amber Taylor

47| F
48 | Tricia Birdwell

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

47



42 |Cami Wenk

43 |Sue May

44 |Dale Singer

45 |Caylee Sorum

46 |Amber Taylor

47 F
48 | Tricia Birdwell

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

| have read through the Proposed standards for 7th Grade. | believe that there are some good ideas and we are teaching several of
these concepts. However, If we are expected to teach students to be critical thinkers and problem solvers then there are few
opportunities for students to analyze information or evaluate importance of ideas. The outcomes are mostly measured by explain or
tell as the actions.

| am also concerned with the scope of expectations for 7th grade. There simply will not be enough hours in the school year to
TEACH the expected material. Also, materials will have to be procured, evaluated, and implemented. This is going to involve
additional expenses to our classrooms and districts.

| appreciate the efforts to improve our social studies curriculum, and | would be glad to off er any input | could.

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

48



47§

Cami Wenk

Sue May

Dale Singer

Caylee Sorum

Amber Taylor
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Tricia Birdwell

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

There are so many requirements to each of the standards that they would be impossible to
meet. Many of them are not items that | would deem important enough to teach in the
classroom. Rote memorization of specific names, places, dates, etc. is not a skill set that
can be applied in the real world. This is forcing students to memorize a lot of information
that carries almost no value to them when they leave high school.
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Linda Schauer
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2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Concerned Women for America of South
Dakota

Parent/Guardian

51 |Nancy East K-12 Educator

52 |Sandy Ullrich Retired teacher
Jayme Panhl

53 |Nopola Parent/Guardian

54 |Nancy J Fleming K-12 Educator
Jacqueline

55 |Dusseau-Beilke K-12 Educator

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

51



A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

Bravo to the committee who put a great deal of work into these standards! | believe the committee strived for balance in covering a wide variety of subjects while remaining true to our nation’s historical roots and honoring South Dakota's unique history, including the Native American contribution. Rather than ignoring
our nation's faults and failings, the standards expose them, with the intent that our country not repeat these shortcomings.

Most importantly, the standards build a common foundation of the knowledge of our nation which all students will learn and will be used as guiding principles in their lives. It was good to see that the standards are set up in a natural chronological scope and sequence rather than by themes. This "give(s) students a
strong sense of how, when, and why things happened in history, and resist(s) the temptation to cherry-pick facts to fit a preconceived ideology or narrative." The building up of historical knowledge and guiding principles results in well-grounded students who understand their history.

Sadly, Americans today are constitutionally illiterate, with barely 50 per cent able to name the three branches of government. It is crucial that our children know and appreciate our foundations so they can understand that America is exceptional and so they will become patriotic citizens. The standards place ample
emphasis on our Constitution and its concepts to accomplish that goal.

In 1913 President Woodrow Wilson stated, “A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday, does not know what it is today, nor what it is trying to do. We are trying to do a futile thing if we do not know where we came from or what we have been about ...”
“The ultimate test of a moral society is the kind of world that it leaves to its children.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Respectfully,
Linda Schauer
State Director
Concerned Women for America of South Dakota
49 |Linda Schauer
E Heather Lehl Does not seem all developmentally or age appropriate until possibly high school
This is not the best our state can do for our students. Standards should be written by South Dakota educators that work with students every day, not purchased from a Professor at an out of state college.

The standards are task lists, not true learning standards. They ask students to memorize facts so that they can tell or recall facts. The breadth is too broad, yet the depth is nonexistent. The standards should ask students to apply, analyze, evaluate, and other types of higher level thinking. The proposed standards do
not prepare students for post-secondary studies, and that is a disservice to SD students.

The standards are not developmentally appropriate. Wars, smallpox, and black death, should not be the content at our youngest grades. Secondly, students that are just barely able to read should not be asked to memorize the Preamble to the constitution.

| also have concerns about the cost to implement these standards. These standards do not match the any current curricular materials being used in the state, so all districts would have to find and purchase new materials in order to implement these standards. Teacher training for the new standards and materials also
adds to the cost.

51 |Nancy East The concerns | have with these standards are numerous, | urge you to go back to the work that was done by the committee containing South Dakota educators, or throw these standards out and start over. These standards are not what is best for students of this state.
| attended the SS Standards meeting in Aberdeen on September 19. In addition to the many valid concerns voiced by the opponents, | have two other concerns about the “more rigor” and “high expectations” brought to our attention.
First, it appeared to me that most of those who commented on the proponent side are people of privilege. They have been able to provide for their children physically, mentally, economically, and socially. They have resources available to meet their child’s basic needs and more.
What about the children that live in poverty or near poverty? In South Dakota 21.2% of children under six live in poverty(welfare info.com). 34% of public school students are eligible for free and reduced lunch programs(sdstate.edu). Keep in mind that many parents/guardians don’t apply for this assistance for a number
of reasons, including social stigma. These children come to school tired, hungry, and worried about basic needs. They have had less exposure to language, reading, and writing.
Are we taking this group into consideration when we demand more rigor and higher expectations?
My second issue with more rigor and higher expectations is the fact that only teachers are held accountable. Parents of privilege are all for rigor, high expectations, and discipline until their child isn’t succeeding. Then the teacher is blamed for setting expectations too high or making work too hard, or expecting
students to behave. Over the last few years less and less homework has been sent home because the majority of students don’t return it, including students of privilege. With these new standards there will have to be more homework. Are the parents going to step up to insure their child does the homework?
Educators, administrators, and school districts constantly strive for more rigor and higher expectations. But it is difficult to achieve with the current needs and issues facing our children and families. As well as the lack of support for educators by parents and politicians. Maybe before we create standards that are
currently unrealistic, we should work to solve the bigger issues and provide a level playing field for ALL students. Just imagine the rigor and expectations we could truly achieve!

52 | Sandy Ulirich Get your heads out of the sand and vote against adopting the Social Studies Standards proposed by the current committee.

Jayme Panhl
53 |Nopola

| began to read these and find most of the elementary work NOT age appropriate. Children think rather concretely through elementary school and even concepts like equality are difficult. They understand fairness but all that goes into equality would be out of their abilities. The same goes for perspective. This is a
waste of tax payer money. It seems more like indoctrination to me. Worst | have ever seen. | am embarassed as a South Dakotan that this has even been proposed. | work with students K-12 and teach psychology. | know what feeling less than looks like for our children and | know about children's capacity to learn.

54 [Nancy J Fleming It is NOT the truth of history that is harmful but when we fail to acknowledge it. | would refuse to teach this.

: The standards written are not age appropriate. It is apparent the author, paid $200,000, is woefully unaware of how and what elementary aged students can and cannot do. The two SD educators on this committee do not feel these standards are good for students and have been disregarded. These standards are
Jacqueline . being pushed by the Governor who has no background in education and for extreme right ideology. The hard work of 40 SD educators was tossed aside — standards that *are* from SD educators. The majority of parents and educators are against what is being pushed by Gov. Noem. It is time you listen, instead of
55 |Dusseau-Beilke pretending these “standards” are something to seriously even consider.

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

49 |Linda Schauer
50 |Heather Lehl

(&)
ey

Nancy East

Sandy Ullrich
Jayme Panhl
53 |Nopola

|o1
N

| began to read these and find most of the elementary work NOT age appropriate. Children think rather concretely through elementary school and even concepts like equality are difficult. They understand fairness but all that goes into equality

would be out of their abilities. The same goes for perspective.
54 |Nancy J Fleming

Jacqueline
55 | Dusseau-Beilke
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49 |Linda Schauer
50 |Heather Lehl

The tasks are developmentally inappropriate. Most first graders are learning to read short words and sentences, asking them to memorize the Preamble to the Constitution, is not
Nancy East appropriate for their brain at that age.
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54 |Nancy J Fleming

Jacqueline
55 | Dusseau-Beilke
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

None of the elementary standards are placed where they would be developmentally appropriate for students. The new standards are task lists which are primarily based on memorization and
recall.
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4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

My daughter is a sophomore in AP history and has yet to learn many of the concepts that this new standard expects a third grader to
be proficient at. It is disappointing to see our government spending our tax dollars on this curriculum.
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Dusseau-Beilke

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

The proposed standards went from 24 (current) substandards to 127 proposed substandards. This is way to much for students and
teachers to cover in one year. In addition the standards are task list of memorization of fact. There is little to no critical thinking or
inquiry in any of these standards.

8th Grade - America 1877-2008
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

Too many standards, and they are all low level thought processes. There is no critical thinking, discussion, or inquiry in the proposed
standards.

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008
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2 LEWE Which group do you represent

William
Carpenter K-12 Educator
Jennifer Kuehler Parent/Guardian

| am a grandmother of a 3rd and 6th

Nancy Glassgow, grader

Tyler Parent/Guardian
Ross K-12 Educator
Linda Baldock  Parent/Guardian

Stephany

Chalberg Parent/Guardian

Betty Retired Kindergarten teacher
Kevin Doby Parent/Guardian

65 |Carol K-12 Educator
66 |JJ Gohl Higher Education
67 |Jim Cox Parent/Guardian
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Here are the current SS standards(2015) and the names of the participants can be found on slides 2 and 3:

https://doe.sd.gov/ContentStandards/documents/SDSocialS.pdf

In the 2021 SS Standards Draft, over 25 plus teachers from South Dakota were involved with creating the

rejected standards. Here is the link with the names(slide 11 and 12): https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/SS-StandardsProposed.pdf

Juxtapose the 2015 and 2022 proposed SS standards and the list of people who developed them.

Names can be found on slide 4. Here is the link: https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/SS-Proposed.pdf

Once again, | have to ask, how many current South Dakota educators were involved in creating the proposed standards released in August of this year?

Has the SD DOE lost faith in the ability of South Dakota teachers to develop rigorous SS standards for the classroom?

If so, was the South Dakota Board of Education contacted about the lack of faith SD DOE has in SD teachers in standards development? When was that and is the rationale public?
If the South Dakota Board of Education was not contacted by SD DOE, did the SD DOE act unilaterally in excluding certified SD classroom educators?

| noticed that in the proposed CTE standards that South Dakota educators were involved. Here is the link with the educators names on it: https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/CTE-StandardsProcess.pdf
Will the SD DOE lose faith in the ability of South Dakota teachers to develop rigorous CTE standards for the classroom?

Does the current Secretary of Education believe that the standards proposed in 2021 weren't classroom appropriate versus the current standards in place?

How much of the proposed SD SS standards mirror the Hillsdale 1776 curriculum?

Can the 2022 SS Standards group answer this question?

Here is the link: https://k12.hillsdale.edu/k12/media/Documents/The-Hillsdale-1776-Curriculum.pdf?ext=.pdf

The South Dakota Board of Education has the ability to ask the DOE and the current SS committee the same questions | have asked.

The caveat, of course, is the South Dakota Board of Education can demand the answers to the questions.

In my opinion, until the SD DOE can answer the questions | have proposed, the standards proposed are a waste of taxpayer time and money.

Jennifer Kuehler Yes

My granddaughter is a first grade teacher also and hearing her overall opinion of the standards for her students was eye opening. Just the fact that the state paid all that money for a conservative former college professor to bring "cut and paste" standards tells me a lot. The educators involved were not involved in

Nancy Glassgow writing them!! It's another example of over reach by the governor and an extreme waste of money that could have been used to hire a few more teachers or para professionals. Sad!!!

Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

These standards are not achievable based on grade levels. This process is a joke. You are using our children’s future as a political grandstand for donor dollars. You should be ashamed of yourselves. My question...Do you have a soul?

Negative. | only read the 4th grade standards, as that is what | teach specifically, but | haven't heard any good things from the other grade levels | have visited with.

| am the parent of 4 students at White River, also a school board member. | am verrrrrry concerned about the proposed social studies standards. Even if teachers could get kids to recite some of the things suggested, young children won’'t have a clue what it means. Standards have to be age appropriate. The average
adult wouldn’t know what some the standards for elementary students are let alone high schoolers. Let a few real teachers use it, a year, before it's even thought to be implemented. As you know, the real world is far different from “standard” requirements. My 5th grader would be so frustrated at this, as would |,
helping him.

Terrible. These standards are so aggressive, not age appropriate and do not take into consideration how over crowded our schools are. The depth and detail expected at each grade is unreasonable. From K - 8 grade these standards should be reduced by half. | HIGHLY encourage anyone on this committee to spend

Stephany time in an ACTUAL classroom in South Dakota. Sign-up to be a substitute teacher, volunteer to support a teacher. Or better yet, sit down with a 7 year old kid, spend time with grade school children and REASONABLY ask yourself - are these standards BEST for children? Or are we setting up our teachers, schools,
62 |Chalberg students and their families to fail.
63 |Betty Do not accept
Governor Noem is always talking about the greatness of our state and its people, yet she unprecedentedly dispatched South Dakota educators in favor of radically conservative individuals from South Dakota and beyond to rewrite our state’s social studies standards. One of those individuals, William Morrissey from
Hillsdale College in Michigan, is part of a national movement to radically alter public education in America in a way that completely deviates from conceptual-based learning to one that emphasizes chronology of events, rote fact, and patriotism. The reality of the situation is that far from preventing “activism in the
classroom,” the proposed standards are a framework for MAGA-influenced right-wing activism in the classroom.
In fact, Hillsdale College has a history or promoting the Big Lie about the 2020 election as well as anti-vaccination hoaxes.
64 |Kevin Doby These are the kinds of individuals Governor Noem has tapped to rewrite our education standards, so there is no way | can support such measures.
65 |Carol No, no, no!!
66 |JJ Gohl | think we need more local educators (the professionals on these subjects) to create our standards.
67 |Jim Cox | think there is too much in these standards. Kids will be spending all their time on social studies. What about science and math? You can look most of this up on your phone if you want to know it.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

William
56 |Carpenter

57 |Jennifer Kuehler Yes

58 |Nancy Glassgow
59 | Tyler

60 |Ross

61 |Linda Baldock

Stephany The curriculum is overly ambitious for kindergarten students and their teachers. Many students are still learning how to identify the letters in their name. Unless class sizes are much smaller, teachers are provided with more support and fewer
62 |Chalberg student to teacher ratios these standards are unreasonable, unfair to the teachers and will not provide a foundational love of learning.
63 |Betty Do not accept this proposal

64 |Kevin Doby

65 |Carol
66 |JJ Gohl
67 |Jim Cox

(o]
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William
Carpenter

Jennifer Kuehler

Nancy Glassgow

Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

Stephany
Chalberg
Betty

Kevin Doby

Carol
JJ Gohl

67

Jim Cox

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

Yes

The curriculum is overly ambitious for first grade students and their teachers. Unless class sizes are much smaller, teachers are provided with more support and fewer student to
teacher ratios these standards are unreasonable, unfair to the teachers and will not provide a foundational love of learning. Time in the classroom would be better spent with hands-
on, interactive learning, rather than map memorization.
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67

William
Carpenter

Jennifer Kuehler

Nancy Glassgow

Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

Stephany

Chalberg
Betty

Kevin Doby

Carol
JJ Gohl
Jim Cox

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Yes

Memorization of landmarks and being able to point to a manmade landmark on a piece of paper does not indicate comprehension and understanding. This curriculum is far too broad for a 7 to
8 year old child to fully understand what they're being asked to memorize. Time in the classroom would be better spent with hands-on, interactive learning, rather than map memorization. The
introduction on religion and lessons on different religions does not seem very equitable. There should not be a heavier focus on Christianity. If religion is to be taught in public school - which it
shouldn't - then there needs to be an equal focus on each of the major religions, including that of the Indigenous people.

The amount of content expected to be taught, comprehended and retained in 2nd Grade it far too ambitious. There is no time for students to learn this much content.
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67

William
Carpenter

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Jennifer Kuehler Yes

Nancy Glassgow
Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

Stephany
Chalberg
Betty

Kevin Doby

Carol
JJ Gohl
Jim Cox

The amount of content expected to be taught, comprehended and retained in 3rd Grade it far too ambitious. There is no time for
students to learn this much content. Class sizes are far too large to expect teachers to provide this level of detail to their students.
The time frame in which students are expected to retain a comprehensive knowledge of the material is outrageous. This proposals is
not age appropriate.

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Yes

From my understanding 4th grade is the year to study about the state history (South Dakota). I've taught in another state, and it was
the same there. | also feel many of these standards are way above in regards to age appropriateness for 9/10 year old children. |
also feel we would be opening a can of worms with several of these standards in regards to the Roman Empire, Middle Ages, and
High to Late Middle Ages (Monasticism, Confucianism, etc.). In my opinion, it would be a mistake to adopt these standards.

What is the purpose of memorizing a paragraph in the Declaration of Independence if the students don't comprehend the words
they're saying? Perhaps this committee should understand - "That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it."

These standards are unreasonable - the Dept. of Education needs to focus on providing tangible resources, safe schools, smaller
class sizes and higher pay for teachers. Perhaps signing up as substitute teachers or volunteering in classrooms would provide you
with a working knowledge of what children do in an average school day.
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William
Carpenter

Jennifer Kuehler

Nancy Glassgow

Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

Stephany

Chalberg
Betty

Kevin Doby

Carol
JJ Gohl
Jim Cox

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Yes Yes

This curriculum is far too id-depth and too complex to reasonably expect a 5th grade student and their teacher to accomplish this -
and all the other standards - within one school year. Narrow the focus - this curriculum is too broad.

memorization does not teach history or civics
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William
Carpenter

Jennifer Kuehler

Nancy Glassgow

Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

Yes

The overall theme for this entire proposal is that these topics are far too broad for students. Narrow the focus. The amount of time it

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Yes

In 8th grade it's important to help those students who have fallen behind be successful to complete high school - this curriculum will
encourage any low student to drop out of school. Provide teachers with a reasonable roadmap, not an unachievable mandate - this

Stephany will take teachers to read through this curriculum standard, create appropriate lesson plans and then relay that information to their will allow the high performing students to dive deeper into the content, while allowing the average and below average students an
62 |Chalberg students is excessive. Show me on a calendar how you think an average classroom will accomplish this curriculum. opportunity to catch-up.
63 |Betty
64 |Kevin Doby
memorization does not teach history
65 |Carol memorization does not teach history
66 |JJ Gohl
67 |Jim Cox
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K

65
| 66
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William
Carpenter

Jennifer Kuehler Yes

Nancy Glassgow

Tyler

Ross

Linda Baldock

Stephany

Betty

Kevin Doby

Carol
JJ Gohl
Jim Cox

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

Chalberg | did not review.

9-12 - Economics

Yes

| did not review.

- United States History 1492-2008

Yes

| did not review.
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

William
56 |Carpenter

57 |Jennifer Kuehler Yes

58 |Nancy Glassgow
59 | Tyler

60 |Ross

61 |Linda Baldock
Stephany

62 |Chalberg
63 |Betty

64 |Kevin Doby

65 |Carol
66 |JJ Gohl
67 |Jim Cox

(o]
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72

Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

K-12 Educator

Concerned citizen

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian

K-12 Educator
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72

2 LEWE

Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

Proposed Social Studies standards overall

This is so wrong, so biased, and untrue, it eliminates history as it was and attempts to paint ideals as all inclusive when in reality our divisions by race in this state are further apart than they were even in the last few years. Pretending something is a certain way, or certain beliefs are true for everyone is only hurting
these children who will have to learn reality as it truly is.

As a mother of 5 kids who have been/are being educated in the SF School district. | agree with the new proposed standards, Something needs to be done. Obviously change is necessary when our youth is not performing well and also seem to suffer from increased anxiety and depression.
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72

Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

These standards are so ridicules. Obviously, there were not many grade specific teachers it would seem. No one with any knowledge of children would expect children at this early age will be able to recite, remember, or write about these subjects
at this age.

Agree with these standards k-12
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72

Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787
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68 |Allerie Loof

Wanda
69 |QuickBear

Evonne

70 | Schumacher
[ |Rebecca A
71 |McQuistan

72 |Julie Muenster

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908
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68 |Allerie Loof

Wanda
69 |QuickBear

Evonne

70 | Schumacher
[ |Rebecca A
71 |McQuistan

72 |Julie Muenster

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763 4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Have you actually talked to third-grade teachers? The students don't have enough basic understanding of life to hang this
information on. Most of my students haven't even been out of the state. How can they possibly understand ancient world history? I'm
not saying they are incapable of learning--they just have no context, no background to hang this on (and don't assume learning early
world history in previous years will make any difference). Our current units are more relevant to third-graders--studying communities,
geography, map skills. | try to make my teaching relevant--a student can understand what affects a community. Why is it important
that third-graders know the influence of ancient cultures or the pivotal effects of certain wars?

Have you considered the time involved to master all these standards? With most students performing below grade level, our
priorities are elsewhere. Have you seen all the standards in other content areas that must be covered?

Again, please make the standards relevant to third-graders. | believe in rigor, but also in relevance.
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

68 |Allerie Loof

Wanda
69 |QuickBear

Evonne

70 | Schumacher
[ |Rebecca A
71 |McQuistan

72 |Julie Muenster
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Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

| keep hearing about how bad these standards are for young students because they require a wild amount of memorization for age
groups that are only just beginning to understand that the world is much larger than the little town they live in (most 7th grade
geography students don't even know their home address), but they don't evoke higher order thinking skills that the current standards
do.

Look at the current standards for 8th grade and you'll see words such as: "investigate," "construct," "evaluate," and "analyze." This
actually requires students to think critically and put their knowledge into action.

The proposed verbiage for 8th grade includes words and phrases such as: "tells the story of", "explains," and "describes." Thus,
relying *heavily* on memorization.

It's 2022. My kid can look up so much of what these standards require them to memorize in a matter of seconds. | want my child to
learn how to think critically and *DO* something with that information.
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72

Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008
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72

Allerie Loof

Wanda
QuickBear

Evonne
Schumacher
Rebecca A
McQuistan

Julie Muenster

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government
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73 |Allison Hamik Parent/Guardian
74 |Ashley K-12 Educator

75 |Don Kelley concerned SD citizen

76 |Marilyn Azevedo K-12 Educator
77 |Rebecca Millan |K-12 Educator
78 |Melanie Pries K-12 Educator

81 |Monty Shorter  Parent/Guardian
82 |Rachelle Sutton ' Parent/Guardian

83 |Joel Eisenbraun K-12 Educator

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Jeannette Former SD student; grandparent of
79 | Schipper current South Dakota students
[ |graham
80 |wrightson Higher Education
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76
77

A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were. My children are nearing school age and this would impact their entire educational experience. | cannot support this whatsoever.

Allison Hamik
As a whole, these standards are not age appropriate in the least. As a parent, and a second grade teacher, | would not want my child learning the things these standards say they will be learning and | most definitely would not be comfortable teaching them to other people’s children. They are WAY over the head of

Ashley these kids at all ages. This would be absolutely ridiculous to pass these and put them into place. | hope the powers that be are smarter than that.
| believe it is inappropriate for Governor Noem to have intervened in this curriculum formation process. The original composition of the relevant committee was more logical, with better representation from actual (secular) educators, and much less likelihood of an ideological influence on the choice of content. |
Don Kelley understand that the objections from the 2 actual teachers on the substitute committee were essentially ignored, which is reprehensible. This process needs to go back to square one.

Dear Secretary Sanderson, Upon reviewing the new proposed Social Studies standards, our teachers, school board, and administration have some issues with this document. Currently as superintendent and accessing my experience as teaching middle school social studies for 15 years, these standards at the
elementary level are not age or developmentally appropriate and in some cases the amount of content is unreasonable to be addressed in those early grades. For a small district like ourselves, we would need to purchase new curriculum materials K-12 which is extremely expensive and not in our budget. There are no
available textbook materials organized in this fashion and at these grade levels. There would also be training needed for our teachers to understand and teach these standards and what strategies should be used to unpack these standards into a curriculum. Teaching the proposed social studies standards at the early
elementary level would take such an increased amount of time during the school day, when the majority of focus for early elementary is reading and math. In the upper grade levels, the study of Geography and Economics are missing. The high school graduation requirements would need to be changed and the new
graduation tracks will also be affected. Dual credit classes offered will not meet these new standards necessary for graduation. The number of CTE classes and electives would be affected because students would not have room in their schedule to take them. Lastly these standards lack depth of knowledge and
critical thinking skills. When our school went through accreditation, one of the main focuses was depth of knowledge. We had to show rigor and dept of knowledge at various levels in our content and activities. These standards come off as a checklist of things that need to be covered and would not meet the
accreditation criteria. We respectfully request that the committee review the public's opinions regarding these standards and revise them to address the stakeholders' concerns. Respectfully submitted, Marilyn L Azevedo, Superintendent The Bison School Board; Brad Besler, President, Mike Stadler, Vice-President,

Marilyn Azevedo Albert Keller, Chris Veal, and Arla Kopren

Rebecca Millan |

7]

| 81]
82

83

Melanie Pries Most proposed standards are not age appropriate.

Jeannette SD professionals wrote standards; let's review those instead. South Dakota is smart enough to set our own standards. We do not need a radical right religious school setting standards for SD children. Jesus of Nazareth does not belong in our history classes. All religions played a significant role in history, and the
Schipper Christian religion was one of the most violent. These standards are indoctrination of our children. It does not belong in our school system. We need free thinkers; these are meant to tell our children what to think.

graham

wrightson Not sufficient. It should teach the basic skills of historical interpretation not just memorizing facts, which themselves are open to interpretation by historians: something that is not mentioned anywhere in the standards.

As a father and as a taxpayer. | oppose these new "standards". For a variety of reasons first of all memorization is not learning. Secondly spending money with any out of state, entity much less a far right unaccredited "college", is a slap in the face of South Dakotans and far more to our quality educators. Third, This
whole thing is a farcical ploy by the worst Governor in South Dakota history to play politics with our children's education. Further more the continuing systematic racism shown towards the Native population of South Dakota is on full display here. And lastly, using social studies as a way to bring Christian religion into and
Monty Shorter  force it upon anyone is just plain wrong. For these reasons | vehemently oppose these standards.
Rachelle Sutton

Content does not match the level of students we are teaching. Elementary standards are not realistic and proper.
Middle School should not be split into 2 years of US History. Some topics in US history are meant for high school students. Middle schoolers would not understand the depth and magnitude of the situations. They need more time with geography and world history to understand how America came to be first.
Should have separate standards for Geography itself and possibly South Dakota History as well.

Joel Eisenbraun South Dakota standards need to be created by South Dakota educators!
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76
77

Allison Hamik | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.
Ashley

Don Kelley see below

Marilyn Azevedo
Rebecca Millan | Agree with these standards k-12

7]

| 81]
82

Melanie Pries

Jeannette

Schipper

graham

wrightson | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

Monty Shorter
Rachelle Sutton ' see below

Joel Eisenbraun

83

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America
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76
77

Allison Hamik | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.
Ashley

Don Kelley see below

Marilyn Azevedo
Rebecca Millan |

7]

| 81]
82

Melanie Pries

Jeannette

Schipper

graham

wrightson | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

Monty Shorter
Rachelle Sutton ' see below

Joel Eisenbraun

83

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787
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76
77

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Allison Hamik | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.
Ashley

Don Kelley see below

Marilyn Azevedo
Rebecca Millan |

7]

| 81]
82

Melanie Pries

Jeannette

Schipper

graham

wrightson | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

Monty Shorter
Rachelle Sutton ' see below

Joel Eisenbraun

83
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Allison Hamik

Ashley

Don Kelley

76
77

Marilyn Azevedo
Rebecca Millan |

7]

| 81]
82

83

Melanie Pries

Jeannette
Schipper
graham
wrightson

Monty Shorter
Rachelle Sutton

Joel Eisenbraun

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

Have you actually talked to third-grade teachers? The students don't have enough basic understanding of life to hang this
information on. Most of my students haven't even been out of the state. How can they possibly understand ancient world history? I'm
not saying they are incapable of learning--they just have no context, no background to hang this on (and don't assume learning early
world history in previous years will make any difference). Our current units are more relevant to third-graders--studying communities,
geography, map skills. | try to make my teaching relevant--a student can understand what affects a community. Why is it important
that third-graders know the influence of ancient cultures or the pivotal effects of certain wars?

Have you considered the time involved to master all these standards? With most students performing below grade level, our
priorities are elsewhere. Have you seen all the standards in other content areas that must be covered?

Again, please make the standards relevant to third-graders. | believe in rigor, but also in relevance.

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below
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73 |Allison Hamik
74 |Ashley

75 |Don Kelley

76 |Marilyn Azevedo
77 |Rebecca Millan |
78 |Melanie Pries

Jeannette
79 | Schipper
graham
80 |wrightson

81 |Monty Shorter
82 |Rachelle Sutton

83 |Joel Eisenbraun

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below
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73 |Allison Hamik
74 |Ashley

75 |Don Kelley

76 |Marilyn Azevedo
77 |Rebecca Millan |
78 |Melanie Pries

Jeannette
79 | Schipper
graham
80 |wrightson

81 |Monty Shorter
82 |Rachelle Sutton

83 |Joel Eisenbraun

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below
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73 |Allison Hamik
74 |Ashley

75 |Don Kelley

76 |Marilyn Azevedo
77 |Rebecca Millan |
78 |Melanie Pries

Jeannette
79 | Schipper
graham
80 |wrightson

81 |Monty Shorter
82 |Rachelle Sutton

83 |Joel Eisenbraun

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

9-12 - Economics

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below

| do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

see below
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77

Allison Hamik | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.
Ashley

Don Kelley see below

Marilyn Azevedo
Rebecca Millan |

7]

| 81]
82

Melanie Pries

Jeannette

Schipper

graham

wrightson | do not support any part of the proposed standards. Keep the standards as they were.

Monty Shorter
Rachelle Sutton ' see below

Joel Eisenbraun

83

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Richard
84 |Hilgemann Parent/Guardian

85 |Ashley Twedt Parent/Guardian
86 |Joshua Lunt Parent/Guardian

87 |Lois Ward tax payer

88 |Miranda Jaure  K-12 Educator
89 |Jennifer Leopold Parent/Guardian

90 |Erica Schipper  Parent/Guardian

91 |Amy concerned citizen

92 |Melissa Zastrow Parent/Guardian

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment



841

Richard
Hilgemann

Ashley Twedt

Joshua Lunt

Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure

Jennifer Leopold

Erica Schipper

A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

It appears these standards are certainly more thorough yet thoughtful. | am jealous | didn't receive many these instructions prior to college. They certainly would have helped me in my world travels after high school. Notably my time at war in Iraq. | was in the cradle of civilization at 19 years old and didn't comprehend
the historical significance of where | was. Let alone the historical events leading up to the war. These standards certainly appear to be more useful for children when they do get out into the real world. | hope the committee adopts as much of this proposal as can possibly fit in the school years instruction time frame.

Absolutely terrifying and concerning as a parent - | grew up in SD and moved away for 10 years for my career and moved back here to raise my family because | felt this was a safe environment for children. | am an RN and a mom to 3 in elementary school. This will gravely affect all of my children and | would strongly
request, if not plead with you, please hear out these concerns. You are ignoring the developmental ability of the elementary student and putting what was middle school curriculum in elementary. | see college curriculum in middle school. You are inviting lawsuits with this curriculum - one of such violation of SDCL 13-24-
17.2 Noem has shown she is not for South Dakota and throwing out the 2021 draft standards is just one example. Noem’s Department of Education rewrote the standards-development contract to sideline South Dakota educators and ensure that an outside consultant would develop the political document that
Governor Noem desired. Morrisey's 200k contract which involved drafting these standards was tax money spent on indirectly harming all of our children.

Terrible. Completely needs to be redone

Students need to learn the unabridged truth about the history of the United States of America, not be indoctrinated into any political agenda. Teach the whole truth and teach students how to read and think on their own and allow them to decide for themselves how to apply the truth they have learned. If there appear to
be gaps, students can be guided to read biographies of people of the different time periods.

These standards are simply an attempt to control teachers, bring an unhealthy sense of nationalism to America's children and control history from a political standpoint. Those who truly understand history know that nationalism and patriotism at an unhealthy level do not benefit anyone (Nazi, Germany). So if that is the
goal of these standards, we are already failing our students and teachers by requiring standards that do not align with brain development or positive outcomes in history. | urge you to reconsider these standards for the sake of our students and our professionals. If you do wish to pass these standards, please take into
account the voices of the teachers and professional history organizations, who overwhelmingly do not support these standards.

Age-inappropriate content, excessive memorization, redundant content. | would not be ok with these standards being taught in schools to my children at all. There has to be a better middle ground, because this is not what we need to be focusing our children on, not to mention the pervasiveness of the religion content
throughout the curriculum is not appropriate for schools.

I'm very much opposed to these standards as | have read them. They are, in many cases, inappropriate for the ages/grades for which they are proposed per experienced educators. SD teachers do an excellent job and should be permitted to continue to teach. | am particularly disturbed by the emphasis on religion,
with primary focus on Christianity. One of the most important principles | learned in public school was the separation of church and state. Additionally, it is irresponsible to have utilized SD taxpayer dollars to pay someone from an extremist religious college (Hillsdale) to design a curriculum for a public school system.
Please do NOT adopt these inappropriate standards for our children.

There is so much information (some of it very obscure), that these children will be deprived of actually being able to ask questions or discuss anything because they will be required to memorize so many things. Younger children are trying to learn how to write their name and remember their address and phone number
and these new standards want them to remember/tell stories about historical figures and identify/explain the meaning of different symbols.... this is for 5-6 year olds...kindergarten! Teachers, other educators, historians, even a current group member are speaking about AGAINST these standards. They are telling

91 |Amy everyone they are inappropriate. These new standards are the result of a political agenda by the governor and should not be adopted. Listen to the teachers...they are the ones that are with children daily, have the education and experience to be experts on this and they are telling you these are inappropriate.
| find it surprising and concerning that the focus on geography is quite low. The course is entirely removed from the middle school years. The proposed sequence shows a semester of geography in high school, but there are no specific standards, just some standards for geography in history. | fear students will have
fewer opportunities to learn geography skills if there are not standards to guide teachers and showcase importance to schools with limited time and resources.
As for overall scope and sequence, | feel like what we currently have is very effective. With the amount of repetition that these standards propose, many students will lose interest by the time they get to high school
For all high school classes, | question the need to mandate specific classroom tasks such as writing essays with word counts included. Knowing the makeup of different classes is important in deciding what learning tasks and assessments are appropriate.
Overall, | find that the standards read more like a curriculum for a specific school or teacher than a set of standards for teachers throughout the state to use as a base for planning and instruction.
If we are going to have one year of influential ideas in 6th grade, perhaps they could cover different things than those which are taught again in high school world history. Or, high school world history could focus on different time periods or parts of the world. We have little to no study of Africa or South America in the
92 |Melissa Zastrow standards, for example.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

Looks more thorough than the previous standard.

Standard K.SS.1.N requires kindergartners to “recite the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’ from memory.” violates SD codified law. K.SS.3 and K.SS.4 is not all age appropriate and the overwhelming list with take away from focused instruction on
foundational learning such as language, spelling, and reading
Too complicated

The extensiveness of k.ss.4 is ludicrous. Why would kindergartners need to know and be able to identify memorials located in Washington DC? What is the educational benefit of kindergartners learning about the Twenty-One Gun Salute? These
tedious expectations are not beneficial to the educational setting in kindergarten and will take time away from more important skill development that is actually appropriate for their age level.

Age-inappropriate content. No child should be expected to memorize this content.
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841

Richard
Hilgemann

Ashley Twedt

Joshua Lunt

92

Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure

Jennifer Leopold

Erica Schipper

Amy

Melissa Zastrow

Again more thorough but if it can all be done in the time frame allowed I'm certainly a proponent.

NONE of the curriculum is age appropriate. 1.SS.7 is gravely concerning as a parent for this age as developmentally these kids are not able to understand the concept of slavery!
Reading this makes me want to remove my kids from public schools and home school. This is not something as a parent | will stand behind and find that these standards could have
harmful consequences.

Too complicated

From the kindergarten standards moving forward, many of the standards are now not aligned with what is appropriate or necessary for the age development at each grade. Requiring
seven year old's to memorize and recite part of the Declaration of Independence does not promote any educational learning and only tests their "memorization” skills which is very
different for each child based on their brain development in their very short life span. Reciting the preamble to the Constitution is also asinine for a first grader and places an undue
burden on teachers and students to waste time on content that is not beneficial for anyone at that time period.

Redundant, age-inappropriate, unnecessary memorization, especially in reference to memorization of countries, etc at that age. Greek mythology at 1st grade is completely
inappropriate and unnecessary. Cause and effect of wars is also age in-appropriate.

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

94



92

Richard
Hilgemann

Ashley Twedt
Joshua Lunt

Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure

Jennifer Leopold Age-inappropriate, regarding map locations, religions (WHAT?), explaining the Bill of Rights, Suffrage, Causes of the Civil War. This is not appropriate for 2nd grade education levels in any way.

Erica Schipper

Amy

Melissa Zastrow

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Good to see native American history here.

Again nothing is age appropriate - | cannot say this enough this is harmful. These concepts are far beyond this age group. Slavery and Wars are not curriculum for a 2nd grade child.
Too complicated

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an undue burden on both parties.
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3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Richard
Hilgemann More precise standards than the previous is what I'm seeing here.

Not age appropriate - Peloponnesian War in 3rd grade! PUNIC WARS?! Where is the concern for our social and emotional

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Again appears more thoroughly descriptive than previous standard.

Not age appropriate - the rule of Constantine and exploring the life of Jesus?! This does not belong on the classroom. Church and

wellbeing for these children? None of this belongs in an elementary classroom and we will lose veteran and new teachers because of state are separate. You use words such as "tyrannize over the rights of the minority" "Federalism" "Preamble" none of these are in

Ashley Twedt this.

Joshua Lunt Too complicated

Lois Ward

line the developmental age group of this grade.
Too complicated

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an

Miranda Jaure  undue burden on both parties.

undue burden on both parties.

Highly age-inappropriate, asking 3rd graders to describe life on a slave ship? Cause and effect of wars, also inappropriate for the Rote memorization in these standards is unnecessary and age-inappropriate. Understanding Monasteries and feudalism, and

Jennifer Leopold age level.

Erica Schipper

Amy

Melissa Zastrow

contributions of Muslims at 4th grade, not age-appropriate.
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Ashley Twedt
Joshua Lunt

Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure

Jennifer Leopold

Erica Schipper

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

Changes look good to me.

Not age appropriate - does not belong in the elementary classroom. Learning about Child labor as a 5th grader? No child should be
introduced to this concept at this age.
Too complicated

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an
undue burden on both parties.

Rote memorization of the Gettysburg Address is unnecessary. Curriculum is redundant and age-inappropriate.

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

More thorough again.

Again - Religion does not play apart in our schools. The depth of this curriculum is overwhelming and not realistic
Too complicated

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an
undue burden on both parties.

Understanding philosophers in 6th grade, not age-appropriate. Redundant curriculum, not appropriate for the grade level, especially
cause and effect of religious wars??!!

o1 Amy
There are a lot of places to locate on a map. This does not make sense if the class is influential ideas in history and civics to 1815.
If we are going to be learning about places, something that sounds relatable to 6th graders, a better skill might be to learn about
places, why these places are important, what they are like, and how they impact us and the world around us. This will make a longer
lasting impact that locating them on a map.
The time periods covered are almost identical to those in the high school world history standards. This doesn't seem to be a good
use of time when there is so much students can learn.
The content expected in this grade is much too complicated. Many/most students in 6th grade are not prepared to learn about the
philosophy of Rousseau, for example.
Though it is titled "Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815", | feel like this set of standards is trying to combine geography and

92 |Melissa Zastrow world history.
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Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure

Jennifer Leopold

Erica Schipper

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

There seems to be a lot to cover but | was pleased to see the part about "natural rights" and "unalienable".

This extent of curriculum was taught to me in my honors placement American History class in college - how is this appropriate?
Strange breakdown of years- missing key aspects

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an
undue burden on both parties.

Redundant curriculum, age-inappropriate in regards to the economics, rote memorization, knowing entire biographies of "important"
people, and also discussing religion and religious ideas is NOT appropriate for school.

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

More rooted in history. Good work.

Covering the Rape of Nanjing in 8th grade? This is a war crime that involved the slaughter of men, women, and children and
MUTILATION AND RAPE of the women and girls. OUR CHILDREN AT THIS AGE SHOULD NOT BE INTRODUCED TO THIS.
How can you be barely introducing sex education at this age but you want to discuss the Rape of Nanjing massacre?! None of this is
okay

Missing key aspects

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an
undue burden on both parties.

Marxism in 8th grade, and if they are going to teach about Native American Schools, they better teach ALL of it. Organized crime
and prohibition along with the Cold War, Vietnam War, and Watergate is not really age-appropriate content, a lot is redundant from
what is listed in previous grades.

91 |Amy
| am curious why 1492 was chosen as the starting point for learning about American history. There are geography skills added in to the standards. The amount of historical information expected to be learned does not appear
There is a lot of listing and labeling. Students at this age are curious and want to discover and wonder about things. to give time to also teach geography.
The amount of detail determined by the standards is inexplicable. Example one: There are up to 13 subpoints under people to learn  This set of proposed standards basically tells teachers exactly what to teach. Sometimes, there are multiple ways to get to students
about. Example two: There are three battles mentioned to teach for the Civil War. These may or may not be the battles a teacher to an understanding. These standards do not allow for teachers to best reach their students.
decides to focus on. | am curious as to why 2008 is the last year mentioned for the title of this class. "To present” would be a great way to end it.
This set of proposed standards basically tells teachers exactly what to teach. Sometimes, there are multiple ways to get to students Assuming these standards are used for many years, we would potentially be 15-20 years past 2008. This date seems unnecessarily

92 |Melissa Zastrow to an understanding. These standards do not allow for teachers to best reach their students. limiting.
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Hilgemann

Ashley Twedt
Joshua Lunt

Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure

Jennifer Leopold

Erica Schipper

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

A lot here but there is 3 years to cover it. Good additions with the types of taxation they will face.
This sounds like an AP class This sounds like my college Economics curriculum
Okay Okay
Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an undue Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit
burden on both parties. to students or teachers and places an undue burden on both parties.

Content is not age-appropriate, except maybe at the highest level. Students would be
Unnecessary rote memorization of world geography. Religion studies are inappropriate for school, redundant content from previous better served to learn economics as it pertains to life skills that they will need to survive
grades, inappropriate content for 9th grade studies. on their own in their futures.

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

Good additions.

AP class
Too complicated- missing key aspects

Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to
students or teachers and places an undue burden on both parties.

More unnecessary rote memorization, redundant content regarding historical figures, a lot
of the content is in previous years going back to 2nd grade?! More Marxism, Vietnam
War, so much redundancy.

o1 Amy
I do not think we can do any justice attempting to cover 516 years of American history in
one school year. | am also confused as to why we specifically start at 1492 and end at
2008. There is certainly history to cover before and after these time periods. If the pacing
remains at it is now, 8th graders can more fully cover Civil War/Reconstruction and before
while high school can learn about after that time period in some degree of depth.
There is a great deal of specificity in these standards. | find even from year to year that |
emphasize some topics a bit more than others depending on time and student interest.
There is a LOT of memorizing places to put on maps. This is not a skill that is generally supported in social studies instruction. It is useful These standards don't seem to have even a minimum base of flexibility for student
to know where some places are, but the quantity proposed is overwhelming to consider. interest.
The only verbs were explain and describe. There are many more things we like students to do. Some examples would be consider, | also do not see any standards or terminology within the standards related to critical
interpret, evaluate, infer, connect, relate, and so on. thinking. | believe it is important for students to learn information (dates, places, people,
For each topic that is proposed to be taught, the standards are extremely direct. The level of detail in the standards is much more than | events), but students also need to learn how to interpret information and think critically as
think of for standards. they become informed citizens who will actively participate in society.
92 |Melissa Zastrow | also think the content proposed is unrealistic for one semester. Overall, | do not think the standards, as written, can be taught in one school year.
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

Richard
Hilgemann Again more thorough but needed.

Ashley Twedt AP calss

Joshua Lunt Crucial but needs to show both sides

Lois Ward

Miranda Jaure  Almost every standard, at every age level, is truly preposterous. There is no real benefit to students or teachers and places an undue burden on both parties.

Jennifer Leopold Rote memorization of public leaders is, to the extent listed in the curriculum, excessive. The extent of foreign policy is excessive.

Erica Schipper

Amy

There are a lot of documents that students are to read and discuss in entirety. Very often, using excerpts of documents is a good strategy. Reading an entire historical
document can be quite cumbersome and does not engage students well. In this same arena, | feel like the level of reading and discussing proposed is beyond what many
high school students are ready to contemplate.
There are a lot of current officeholders to identify. While | agree it is good citizenship to know who one's elected officials are, | wonder if that is the best use of time.
Some of the government standards look like they would fit much better in a history class, most noticeably the foreign policy section.

Melissa Zastrow Once again, | question if the standards, as written, can be taught in a constructive manner.
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2 LEWE Which group do you represent

95
96

Anna Marrs

Gail L Krause

Deb Olson

Jenny Miller

Connie Walters

Karen Grinager

Rose Bickett

Parent/Guardian

K-12 Educator

School board member
Parent/Guardian

grandparent

Retired elementary teacher

Former teacher of 3rd and 4th grades.
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

These are very good standards. | hope my grandchildren will be able to learn with these standards.
93 |Anna Marrs Why can't Black Hill State University produce such fine work in educational data and standards? What the heck are South Dakota taxpayers funding at that Teacher's College?

Overall, | am viewing the standards through the lenses of elementary, thus commented from direct teaching and/or supervision experiences. The following are concerns | have:

1. They are far outside of best practices, research-based age appropriateness, for each grade level in the elementary.

2. There are too many standards for a reasonable grade level classroom in the elementary to teach during a reasonable social studies class time frame, knowing that reading and math are the cornerstones of an elementary curriculum. These standards are not BAD, but on the contrary, i think there is good information
that needs to be taught to our students. However, the age appropriateness of each level is troubling. If taught thoroughly, the standards taught in the elementary could be better served in middle school and high school curriculums. Many of the history of civilization standards mentioned in the elementary curriculum
were taught to me as a freshman in a South Dakota state college curriculum. | think a simple rearrangement of the standards, using teachers in the field who know cognitive development, will make this much more successful.

3. | worry that these are going to backfire on the educational process and the trust that patrons and parents have in their educational system and the DOE. When the public knew that South Dakota educators wrote the various South Dakota state standards, there were virtually very limited conflicts. These did not have
adequate representation from educators and | fear that the lack of transparency, educator representation at all grade levels, and cognitive understanding will haunt us. At the very least, it will come through to parents when they are studying with their children and helping them with assignments and tests. That loss of
94 |Gail L Krause trust will haunt us for many years to come.

95 |Deb Olson As a former elementary educator, administrator, and now board member | do not believe these standards are developmentally appropriate. | also believe we need to teach students to be critical thinkers and this is not achieved by having them regurgitate or memorize information.

796 |Jenny Miller These standards are not supported by the teachers who have taught my 4 children over the last 14 years.

| am all for the social studies standards by Hillsdale College professor. | have four grandsons (ages 7-14) that have been using the Hillsdale College material for a few years.

Our country is suffering from history repeating itself. The new generation needs to learn from the past, find out what works and find out what doesn’t work.

The material is only considered “to much” because our educational system has become so relaxed. If the students go through the material they may not recall everything but they will learn the lesson. The younger the better because this standard will repeat lessons as the student matures. By the time the student
graduates he/she will be very well versed and understanding of the pros and cons that history has taught them.

These kids are memorizing oodles of electronic game rules and maneuvers; they can absorb these lessons.

It is time to prepare the new generation on ways to promote and protect their freedom rather than letting them go on as normal and make so many mistakes.

97 |Connie Walters One thing | have noticed is all the time-consuming projects the schools promote like pajama day and theme days, sports rallies while school is suppose to be about learning. Cut some of the fluff please.

As | read through grades 7-12 | am concerned that there is very little use of higher level thinking skills. The number of standards is unrealistic for teachers to have time for activities to encourage students to use their minds and to think beyond memorizing words from a book.

Why does SD bring in persons from out of state to prepare our Standards when we have highly qualified persons in our own state. It is appalling to me that we pay $200,000.

to a person not from our state and not even qualified to teach history!! | hope Your committee will take a good look at these proposed standards and reconsider implementing those standards proposed by the first committee!! Let's give South Dakota students .the best well rounded education we can. Our teachers
98 |Karen Grinager need more support for the jobs they have done and standards they can teach! Thank you for your time.

Memorization of facts, however meaningful, does not lead to debate of ideas and understanding of how those facts came to be. Students need to understand the why and how of situations. Why the actions were harmful or productive, what could have been done differently, and how would that have changed the lives of
99 |Rose Bickett our ancestors. If we don't learn from our past history, we're bound to make the same mistakes. Please remove out of state promoters and return to the ideas and lessons put together by the original group of teachers.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

95
96

Anna Marrs

Gail L Krause

Deb Olson

Jenny Miller

Connie Walters

Karen Grinager

Rose Bickett

Good introduction to little ones

5-year-olds understand their own surroundings and the present. K.SS.1 E and H speak to students in kindergarten mastering chronological events and how that outwardly ‘appears.' That concept is very limited at this age. Long ago could be
yesterday. What definition of mastery is being used here? K.SS.3 and 4.....How many people and symbols?

| question the need for a kindergarten student to learn what their township is. They do not use this when reciting their address.
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

93 |Anna Marrs Foundational

1.8S.4 through 1.SS.11 are totally out of the appropriate age of understanding for a 6-year-old. Research-based practices of cognitive development are not being practiced here.
Cognitively, they are in the concrete stage of development. They are able to understand, to some depth, what is going on around them in their own life. Long ago could be yesterday
or the month before. This is also the biggest learning year for students to learn how to read. So what would be left out? There is so much time and there are a GREAT DEAL of social
94 |Gail L Krause studies standards to be taught and mastered here.
The memorization of the preamble to the Constitution seems developmentally inappropriate. The students don’t know the meaning of some of the words in the document making it
difficult to memorize. Students are to identify major figures and stories within Greek mythology. This is difficult when they are just taking steps to learn to read and write

95 |Deb Olson independently. First graders are to tell the story of the Punic War. Most parents are unable to do this.
796 |Jenny Miller

97 |Connie Walters

Punic wars, Roman Civil Wars & triumvirates are insignificant to a child this age. They are being asked to memorize and explain other issues that are beyond their comprehension.
98 |Karen Grinager They need hands on activities not trying to read and memorize.

99 |Rose Bickett
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96

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Anna Marrs Sensible
1.88.3 through 1.SS.12 are not appropriate, cognitively, for a 7-year-old. They are moving from the concrete stage of development to the semi-abstract stage of development. This would not
be understandable for them nor would it be something that would stay in their long-term memory because they would not be able to make a relationship with the material to place it in long-term
Gail L Krause ' memory. In second grade, learning how to read is taught and refined. What should teachers leave out with the breadth of these social studies standards?
Deb Olson The standards related to key developments in the history of India, China, Japan, and Africa are to abstract for students who are seven and 8 years old.
Jenny Miller
Connie Walters

Karen Grinager  Identify disruptions to society- Again students are expected to read, answer questions, and memorize events not relevant to this age.

Rose Bickett
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93 |Anna Marrs

94 |Gail L Krause

95 |Deb Olson
96 |Jenny Miller

97 |Connie Walters

98 |Karen Grinager

99 |Rose Bickett

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Promotes truth and love

3.S8.3 through 3.SS.4 are out of their cognitive development for understanding in order to make it meaningful. If the idea is to spiral trouble. Diversity in our staff makes it difficult to teach these standards in a way that they were intended to be taught coming from a
up, and create good conversations about how history has repeated itself from ancient times, then those ancient times need to be private Christian school. It also puts an educator in a difficult position with parents who believe it to be their job, or their religious

taught when the cognitive development of a child can understand them....like middle school, high school, etc.

Many adults would not be able to tell the causes effects and warfare of the Peloponnesus War.

Life on slave ship- These requirements are very inappropriate for this age. Where are the hands on experiences?

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Promotes truth and love

There is a great deal of material to be taught in fourth grade. Issues with the teaching of religious leaders in the major religions of
the world is troubling at such a young age. As a Christian-based curriculum coming into a public school, public schools could run into
institution’s job, to teach differences in named leaders of churches.

A high school social studies instructor was not able to explain the origin of the Great Schism of 1054 and the investiture controversy
but this is a standard for fourth graders.

Ideas & events of life of Jesus - Where is the separation of "Church and state"? | am a Christian and do not see the relevance of any
reference or study of JC in a public school. This can be learned at church or a "Christian" school!!!
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Anna Marrs

Gail L Krause

Deb Olson

Jenny Miller

Connie Walters

Karen Grinager

Rose Bickett

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

Next level foundational study

In fifth grade, there are a great deal of standards to teach. 5.SS.3 through 4 are pretty deep and are dependent on the belief that the
students in grades K-4 could retain the information that is out of their cognitive level.

Locating on a map all the countries of Europe, spelling their names and capitals was taught in 8th grade at one time and many
students struggled to achieve this - yet we are asking this of 5th graders.

Explains political & religious elements of religion wars- Again religion!!!! At this Age the kids are interested in American Revolution
and working together on projects.

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Foundational for their civic leadership

6.SS.4 and 6.SS.5 begin prophesizing and we could run into parent issues and legal ramifications.

The students explaining the major ideas of philosophers and religious thinkers is only rote memorization and has no application for
them.

Ideas & events of Jesus - Students are asking to do the exact standard as in 4th grade!!!!
Again religion!! It seems to me we are pushing our Christian ideas and beliefs on all people!! That has no place in the public school!!!
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96

Anna Marrs

Gail L Krause

Deb Olson

Jenny Miller

Connie Walters

Karen Grinager

Rose Bickett

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

Great for young citizens

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Great for young Citizens

There are almost 3x's as many required standards as in the past. That does not give time for teachers to allow for more interaction

and activities to keep student interested in school at this age!!

There are twice as many required standards as in the past. At this age students have so many outside activities they are not intereste]
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95
96

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

Anna Marrs Foundational to Western culture

Gail L Krause

Deb Olson
Jenny Miller

Connie Walters

Karen Grinager { in learning facts. Teachers have to make school active and interesting and encourage thinking not memorization!

Rose Bickett

9-12 - Economics

Free Enterprise Capitalism promotes freedom and liberty

No application of economics. Only explaining and identifying.

- United States History 1492-2008

This will stick with the students for a lifetime. What the student does with this study and
how it effects their beliefs beyond graduation is their choice.
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95
96

Anna Marrs

Gail L Krause

Deb Olson

Jenny Miller

Connie Walters

Karen Grinager

Rose Bickett

This will stick with the students for a lifetime. What the student does with these lessons beyond graduation is their choice.
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Elizabeth
100|Herrboldt K-12 Educator

101|Jordan Opp K-12 Educator

Robin Robertson Former Johnson O'Malley Director

Dr. Sherry
Johnson Tribal Education
Travis Gallipo Parent/Guardian

Chandra Waikel Parent/Guardian

Mike Henriksen | Citizen of South Dakota
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

The goal of social studies (and history courses specifically) is to provide students with a survey of our country’s development and history. Current standards allow for teachers to give students an understanding of the major themes, contexts and developments that have shaped our nation into what is it today, at a level
that is appropriate for their understanding and application. The proposed standards move away from that goal.

Structural Concerns:

» Would need to restructure our course offerings/curriculum if new standards were to be adopted.

o Would need to teach American History at every grade (6th-12th) of MS/HS to be able to cover all standards

o This would potentially change elective structure and reduce opportunities for students to pursue other areas in order to address all standards

« Current curriculum (or mainstream options) do not address the proposed standards, which would require teachers to find new curriculum and/or supplemental materials to address standards

o This will result in more diversity of instruction as teachers are led to address topics devoid of consistent materials.

» World History will need to be added in as required course (remove Geography) — potentially would need a full year to cover all standards (currently 1 semester)

o Government/Civics would also need to be a full year course (currently 1 semester)

o Require a way to address multiple geography standards on top of content

Content Concerns:

« Standards are not written in way that effectively communicate learning outcomes for students

o Many standards state explain — which requires a deeper understanding

o A number of items do not serve to promote a holistic understanding of American history, but focus on specific superfluous historical details

Process Concerns:

» Educators were not adequately involved in the process of standards revision and adoption.

o The process demeans the commitment and work of teachers over the past years to provide our students with quality instruction.

- Within the curriculum, depth of knowledge is not addressed. Standards repeatedly require students to explain. There are little to no application strategies such as investigating, debating, analyzing, interpreting, etc. For example, within the 1st grade standards, students are expected to “explain” 36 times. Students are
asked to “tell” or “describe” 23 times. These expectations are the antithesis of our expectations for students which encourage them to question, investigate, and analyze. Critical thinking has been removed from the proposed standards. Depth of Knowledge is not addressed. To what level are students expected to
explain each of the standards? Are they reciting word-for-word or are they providing a generalized explanation? A lack of focus in this area is a disservice to our students as they are no longer being challenged within various Webb levels.

Removal of essential content: Citizenship is effectively removed from the elementary standards. Geography is removed at the high school level and students are expected to know locations without ever receiving any education on them. A large concern is what gets lost in the directed focus on specific pieces of

content.
Elizabeth Elementary and Middle School: Concern at the elementary and middle school levels results from proposed standards that are developmentally inappropriate for students. While there are standards well suited for these age groups, the request is for those developmentally inappropriate standards to be reviewed,
Herrboldt removed, and placed appropriately.

| am not going to comment on every standard. In my opinion, there are too many standards and not enough time in the day to teach every standard and also get in Reading, Language Arts, Science, Math, Handwriting, and Phonics. Some of the standards are not age appropriate such as some of the 1st grade
standards. | teach Ancient Egypt in 6th grade and now you want 1st graders to learn the concepts. That is impracticable. Kindergarten and 1st graders should be learning about cities, towns, and being a good citizen. You want them to recite the Declaration of Independence. First graders don't know what the words
mean. You are asking them memorize it.

One other point | would like to bring up is the curriculum. Where are the schools going to get curriculum to teach these standards? Are the schools going to get extra funding to implement these standards?

It is disappointing that after many months that our own South Dakota Educators revised the standards, they were thrown out by the governor and then she hand picked people to be on this committee. Most of them have little to do or know anything about K-12 Education. If things don't change how our state
government and specifically our educator respects education, you will be losing more teachers to other states or other industries. | would strongly urge the committee to reject all these standards and go back to the drawing board and let the professionals that know our kids the best, K-12 educators, work on the
Jordan Opp standards.

Robin Robertson

Overall: The Volume is too much, Complexity is too low, Divisive topics are included, rote memorization and indoctrination are the overarching emphasis. The lower elementary content is not developmentally appropriate. Descriptors are low level. No mastery apparent. The Standards and subtopics are not written in
Dr. Sherry standard form. No inquiry learning. No critical thinking. Not possible for schools to align and buy all new instructional materials to adhere to these standards. Financial burdens on the schools will occur. Potential civil liberties violations. Divisive contents included. Does not align with AP or Dual Credit courses. Schools
Johnson do not have the professional development available to teach these standards. Teacher training is huge and not cost effective for our schools. Native American are missing through great spans of time, negative connotations and warlike. Religion is not comprehensive and inclusive. Divisive contents are included.
Travis Gallipo "This bears emphasis: The standards you are considering would do significant harm to students in your state." -American Historical Association

Chandra Waikel Very unrealistic, expectations are ridiculous, biased, white and Christian Americans are not the only Americans, very much reads like a white supremacy handbook written by non-educators to push a political agenda

Mike Henriksen 'Not every member of the board making this decision could even pass the 3rd grade test. That shows how ridiculous and non-age appropriate this curriculum is. Dump it all.

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

112



A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

K.SS.1.E This is a current 1st-grade standard.
Elizabeth K.SS.1.L Developmentally inappropriate for students to not only understand but to need to provide examples of virtues that relate to personal potential and individual independence.

100|Herrboldt K.SS.2 This is a current 1st-grade standard.

101|Jordan Opp

102|Robin Robertson Replace Clarence Thomas with Ruth Ginsberg, Billy Mills, Jim Thorpe. Also why is Laura Ingalls Wilder on a kindergarten list, why not Ella Deloria.

Kindergarten: Introduction to America. Sub points are merely tasks. Skills are low level for example; locating, tells stories and identify while other skills are not developmentally appropriate. The Sub points are overloaded in content and has many
items that kindergarten students don’t have the prerequisite skills need. The time period does not make sense in relation to the subpoints. Rote memorization is just memorization. The standard does not have any meaning. There is no mention of
Native Americans in Kindergarten and the Time frame is Introduction to America. This is divisive to Native Americans the second largest ethnic group in South Dakota. Small pox decimating Native Americans. What happened with Native
Dr. Sherry Americans prior to 1492. Dr. Suess is not a historic person and other named figures from the History lists don’t make sense? Lists are not inclusive and don’t represent needed people. How can a kindergarten student be expected to know all of
103|Johnson these figures and what they are noted for?? In the symbol standard where is Crazy Horse Monument, Dignity, Flag Song, Native American Day.

104| Travis Gallipo

105| Chandra Waikel Unrealistic expectations and content

106|Mike Henriksen
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Elizabeth
Herrboldt

Jordan Opp

Robin Robertson

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

1.8S.1.E This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

1.S8S.1.1 Developmentally inappropriate - Aligns with 5th grade 5.C.4.1.

1.8S.1.0 Developmentally inappropriate - What effect does word-for-word recitation of the Preamble to the United States Constitution from memory have on students?
1.8S.2.A This standard is currently embedded in 2nd and 3rd-grade standards.
1.8S.3 These expectations align with current 2nd-grade standards.

1.8S.4 These expectations align with current 6th-grade Social Studies standards.
1.8S.5 These expectations align with current 6th-grade Social Studies standards.
1.8S.7.A-D These expectations align with current 5th-grade Social Studies standards.
1.8S.7.G-H These expectations align with current 5th-grade Social Studies standards.
1.8S.8.A-G These expectations are a combination of current 3rd-5th grade standards.
1.8S.9.A-E These expectations currently align with 5th-grade standards.

1.8S.10.A-F These expectations currently align with 3rd-grade standards.
1.8S.11.A-B These expectations currently align with 3rd-grade standards.

1.8S.11.D This expectation is a current 5th-grade standard.

rote memory schools are not necessary at his age like the for example the "preamble". The John Winthrop "city on a hill" can also be taken out, as it is taken from the bible. The
teaching of "the first thanksgiving" should be truthful as the Wampanoag "people of the first light" did not trust the Separatists and did not bring their families for the fear of them being
harmed by them.

1st grade: Low level topics. Rote memorization is just memorization and a form of indoctrination. How do you teach wise and virtuous? This is supposed to be complete honest
balanced accounts of historical events and it leave Native American in a poor light as warlike and more. Standards are not age appropriate and the depth of knowledge is not
addressed. Topics are surface level and no mastery of expectations. Content is too great for first graders trying to learn to Read, Write and do Arithmetic. Prior areas are a vauge

Dr. Sherry reference to what in 1.ss.3? Geography is low level and a repeat from Kindergarten. Indigenous people are portrayed in a negative tone...War Fare. Vauge references to the OSEU
103|Johnson and not specific. Small Pox decimating Natives again. 1ss7 and 1ss8 are the same standard??? Only the American Flag has symbols? Where are the tribal flags?
104| Travis Gallipo
105| Chandra Waikel Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America
106|Mike Henriksen
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Elizabeth
Herrboldt

Jordan Opp

Robin Robertson holidays should include Native American Day and how it came to be instead of Columbus Day. Lots of Christian History in the 2nd grade. Feudalism can be taught in 6th grade.

Dr. Sherry
Johnson
Travis Gallipo

Chandra Waikel

Mike Henriksen

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

2.SS.1.E Part “E” of this standard contains a lot of vocabulary that a second-grade student would not easily be able to understand. Clarity needs to be provided as teachers are not entirely sure
what this piece of the standard is asking students to do.

2.SS.3.A-l This content was not previously covered in second grade. It is very complex information for students who are still learning how to read and comprehend basic texts. This information
is not developmentally appropriate to teach at this age; it would be difficult to maintain engagement with such complex topics. The complexity of the standards makes it difficult to assess a
second grader’s understanding of this material.

2.SS.4.A-l This content was not previously covered in second grade. It is very complex information for students who are still learning how to read and comprehend basic texts. This information
is not developmentally appropriate to teach at this age; it would be difficult to maintain engagement with such complex topics. The complexity of the standards makes it difficult to assess a
second grader’s understanding of this material.

2.S8.6.B and D Second graders are very capable of learning about and comprehending many pieces of this standard. However, “B” is up to the interpretation of whoever is teaching it. What
one thinks “good citizenry” is may not align with what someone else believes of the same topic. Part “D” of this standard falls into a similar gray space, and the vocabulary used is too complex.
Also, how do teachers assess what a student believes is “good” as their belief may not align with the teacher’s belief?

2.S8.7.A-F How does one assess a student when the expectation is “the student tells”? A more appropriate goal for this standard would be for students to identify figures such as George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson and be able to match details about their history/efforts to their person.

2.SS.8.B.D.E The verbiage “the student tells” or “the student explains” is not specific enough to allow for assessment of understanding. A more appropriate goal is for students to be able to
identify Andrew Jackson as a historical figure and match events/background pieces to him. With the westward expansion piece, it is worth noting exactly what students are expected to know
about this topic; as it is, it's too broad to assess for understanding.

2.S8.9.C “The student tells” is not specific enough - how are they telling? Verbally, in written form, through multiple choice?

2.SS8.10.A The verbiage “the student tells” or “the student explains” is not specific enough for assessment of understanding. There is concern about the amount of vocabulary needed to fully
understand these events.

2.SS.11.A.B.D.E.G.H.1.J This standard includes a lot of people, events, and vocabulary. Again, it is stated that “students will tell” and “the student explains” but those phrases are not specific to
how the student should be assessed in their understanding of this topic. These topics are complex and would be difficult to teach without losing engagement.

2.S8.12.A Second graders are capable of listening to and discussing these topics. However, again, the verbiage is not specific enough for assessing their understanding. It is not
developmentally appropriate for teachers to ask second graders to write drawn-out written responses to “describe”/"tell’/"explain” these topics when they are still working to learn how to
spell/sound out basic words. Again, teachers are left wondering how they would assess this information in a developmentally appropriate way.

2nd grade: Too low level. Standards not age appropriate. Standards written as tasks and not standards. Not written by k-12 and doesn’t make sense. Repeats again of the standards and sub
topics. No mastery of content. How is identifying symbols a civic standard? Why is route 66 important? Shouldn’t polar ice caps be somewhere? Spacing errors in a public document...hmm.
Education verbage is needed through out this document rather than the language utilized. Listens to. Can do. What happened to Native American Citizenship? Or other groups? Impacts of
other groups? Self-government is a very meaningful statement to Native Americans but it is not directly not implicitly stated. 2ss8 A. topic doesn’t match the standard. 2ss9 standard refers to
Native American but they are not mentioned in the Sub topics. Where is Native American vote? Where is the Native American policy? More indoctrination of students. Lincolns point of view is
divisive to Native American’s and not inclusive of other’s point of view. Negative connotations for Native American people. Only Pioneers are mentioned and not Native Americans. Mention of
the discrimination of Black People but no discrimination of Native Americans. | question what the importance of some of the low level topics. Religious contributions are discussed from only one
viewpoint and are divisive to other religions. Use of Bloom’s Taxonomy is not apparent. The lateral and vertical pattern of standards does not make sense. Standards poorly written.

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America
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Elizabeth
Herrboldt

Jordan Opp

Robin Robertson

Dr. Sherry
Johnson
Travis Gallipo

Chandra Waikel

Mike Henriksen

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

3.SS.1.B This is a current 5th-grade standard.

3.SS.2.B This is a current 4th-grade standard.

3.SS.3.A-D Developmentally inappropriate for this age level. The breadth of the standards would require extensive time and
teaching.

3.SS.4.A-H Developmentally inappropriate for this age level. Mythology at this depth is currently covered in high school. The
Peloponnesian war is currently covered in 6th grade. The breadth of the standards would require extensive time and teaching.
3.SS.5.A.B.C Resources need to be provided to effectively teach this standard. Teachers are not properly trained on Native
American traditions, customs, and cultural to correctly teach Native American history at this expected level.

3.S8.6.CThis standard brings into question the level of what students should know. “Decimated” is a concept they may not
comprehend.

3.S8.6.D This is a current 5th-grade standard.

3.SS.7.D-G These standards are better suited at the 5th-grade or higher level.

3rd grade: Too low level and no real meaning behind. Many repeats from other grades and does not represent a cylindrical
progression of standards. Standards are not age appropriate. Small pox again! Roman republic and Roman mythology are two
different things. 3ss5 has Native American directly stated in the standard but not enough content/subtopics. Sadly lacking. Why is
Christopher Columbus again in the Native American standard when it better matches in others standards. In the sub topic of French
and Indian Wars there is not Native American. Native American’s were not given their due diligence in these standards. Huge time
gaps of history. Again Small Pox!

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

4.SS.1.C Memorization and recitation of lines from the Declaration of Independence. What is the educational significance of rote
memorization and recitation? Students do not have the developmental capacity at this stage to memorize and recite the required
amount of text.

4.SS.3.A Developmentally inappropriate. Bringing into question the separation of church and state.

4.SS.3.B and F Developmentally inappropriate. Students are required to discuss barbarian acts.

4.SS.3.C Teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. Bringing into question the separation of church and state.

4.SS.4.A-G Developmentally inappropriate for students are this level. Students are asked to describe aesthetic features of Christian
and Muslim architecture which is more suited in an upper-level aesthetics course or theory class.

4.SS.5.A-H Not only are these standards developmentally inappropriate, but the required breadth of each individual standard would
also require extensive time to even provide a general overview.

4.8S.6.D and E These are currently 5th-grade standards.

4.8S.7.C, E, F Developmentally inappropriate for students at this level. Requires students to comprehend abstract concepts
including “natural rights”, “unalienable”, and “consent of the governed”.

4.8S.7.1 This is currently covered in 11th-grade American Literature.

4.SS.8.G Developmentally inappropriate for students at this level.

4.SS.9.A, B, C, E These standards are better suited for coverage in a high school U.S. History course.
4.SS.11.A-F These standards are better suited for coverage in a high school U.S. History course.

It is disappointing that South Dakota History was mostly completely stripped out of the 4th grade standards. | think 4th grade social st

4th grade: Religion and Jesus. Where is the separation of State and Church? Other religious contributions? What is the purpose of
reciting....it is indoctrination of students. First writing tasks are in the 4th grade. How were the cities selected? It doesn’t make sense.
Late and Middle age Standard is not inclusive of all. 1730-1820 Where are the Native American’s? A lot of Black Slavery but where
is the other forms of slavery for others? War of Independence is not inclusive. There are repeats of sub topics from other grades.
Topics and contents are huge and vast amounts of low level expectation. Lack of Native American in the citizenship. American
History doesn’t include Native Americans. We are again repeating low level Star Spangle Banner...explain the meaning.

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America
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Elizabeth
Herrboldt

Jordan Opp

Robin Robertson

Dr. Sherry
Johnson
Travis Gallipo

Chandra Waikel

Mike Henriksen

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-

5.8S.5.A This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.8S.5.B This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.8S.5.D This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.SS.5.E This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.SS.6.B This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.8S.6.1 This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.SS.7.E This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.SS.7.F This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.S8.8.C This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.SS.8.F This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.8S.9.A This is a current 2nd-grade standard.

5.SS.9.N This is a current standard in our Collaborative Classroom curriculum.
5.8S.9.0 This is a current standard in our Collaborative Classroom curriculum.

idies should be focused on just the state of South Dakota.

5th grade: Low level. Geography throughout the grades are identifying and nothing beyond. Again Small pox is this the only notable
content worthy of mention for Native Americans? War of 1812 is not in the time frame of the standard which is a content error.
Native American are again only worthy of negative mentions...removals! Where is the Native American vote? Where is the Dakota
Uprising and the effects on Native people? Why is the agreement of 187,7 not better stressed. Betterment of African Americans but
not Native Americans? The subtopics are not comprehensive and lack subs No Native American vote not citizenship. Two major
ideas in one standard Native American and Slavery doesn’t provide equity.

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

6.SS.2.A-F Geography and the impact physical features have on a country/continent are important. However, being able to identify
each country on a map is not a 21st-century skill. They should know a general idea of where a country is but it is not imperative that
they can find each on a map.

6.SS.4.H Developmentally inappropriate standard taught at upper high school or college level. Questions separation of church and
state as students identify the fathers of Christianity: Arianism, Council of Nicaea, Augustine of Hipp, and Justinian.

6.SS.5.G Developmentally inappropriate standard taught at upper high school or college level. Question of Christianity and
controversy within the Roman Catholic Church.

6.SS.6 A-H Developmentally inappropriate standard taught at in upper high school or college level. Each standard needs extension
time for coverage as it contains multiple levels of introduction, understanding, and analysis.

6.SS.7 A-I Developmentally inappropriate standard taught at in upper high school or college level. The study of the scientific method
and the Scientific Revolution is a course in and of itself and that is one of 9 standards in this cluster.

6th grade: What other geographic information needs to be added? Subjective understanding of truth is divisive. Geography is a
repeat and low level. Religious indoctrination without including all religions. Excludes and is divisive. Native American are not
mentioned in economy. Content is huge. The only mention of Native American is negative- left no written record.

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

7.SS.3.E Lumping 9 Native American tribes into one standard does not allow the opportunity to fully understand and appreciate tribal
culture and customs as indicated. This standard alone is a South Dakota Native American Studies Course, and it is one standard of
7 in this cluster.
7.SS.4.A Developmentally inappropriate for student understanding at this level.
7.SS.4.M Developmentally inappropriate standard taught at upper high school or college level and better suited as part of a South
Dakota Native American Studies course.
7.S8S.6.J Students explain patriotism and holding his or her country up to an objective standard of moral right and wrong. Brings into
question individual concepts of patriotism and creates the potential for political divide as not all individuals have the same objective
standard of moral right and wrong.
7.SS.6.L Students learn flag etiquette, which would be better suited in an elementary civics course.
7.S8S.7.B Students explain the “Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God” and that an eternal God is responsible for this unchanging truth.
Elizabeth Calls into question the separation of church and state. This creates a religious divide as religions have varying takes and accounts of
100} Herrboldt an eternal God. 8.SS.2.E Students explain Karl Marx’s theories and ideology. This is developmentally inappropriate and better suited in upper-level hol
101|Jordan Opp
102|Robin Robertson
7th grade: Low level calls for identifying and locating again. Lack Native American content. The standard 7ss3 subtopic G is
referencing land bridge and Native American which has huge implications for Native People. This does not follow the Content.
Spacing errors in a public document. Indoctrination is happening. Native Americans are left out in 7ss4 |. Vauge references to the
OSEU with no real purposes. Almost like Native American People are an afterthought...oh yeah let's appease them. Repeats and
lack of Native American in the 7th grade content. Low level flag respect...again. Indoctrination of students again. 7ss7 G. Someone  8th grade: Treaties, Wars, and Boarding schools are all mentioned for Native American all negative. 8ss3 M. Native American listed
is interpreting their own opinion. Voting again...where is Native American? 7ss10 where are the Native Americans? Spacing errors  as an afterthought. 8ss6 all low level. Post War Native Americans didn'’t exist. Lack Native American content or only in negative
Dr. Sherry again. Repeats again. Our students don’t have enough time to repeat low level content that is not mastery. Native American terms. No mention of the pipeline or effects. Freedom of Religion is not discussed. American Indian Movement and the Second
103|Johnson mentions are negative or exclusive. Wounded Knee are not referenced.
[104] Travis Gallipo
| Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America, ignores large amounts of black and indigenous history in
105|Chandra Waikel Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America America
106|Mike Henriksen
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern 9-12 - Economics

Elizabeth
Herrboldt 1ors or theory courses. 8.SS.2.F What is the significance of the Hudson River School art movement and its impact on American History?8.SS.4.F Student explains the process of lynching and violence targeting African Americans. i

Jordan Opp

Robin Robertson

9-12 World History: First time the 6 elements of geography are mentioned. Low level standards and subtopics. Religion is not inclusive.

Small pox again. Lack of Native American Content. 9-12 WH9 does not include lifestyles and influences especially should be in K subtopic. 9-12 Economic: Native American content is lacking throughout. Spacing errors on a
Dr. Sherry Could not see the standard or subtopic for the internment camps in the US. Again religion is one Jesus of Nazareth. Taxonomy is in public document. Native American references to OSEU are vague and appear as an
Johnson question. High school students should not “tell” as a level. afterthought.
Travis Gallipo

Chandra Waikel Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America

Mike Henriksen

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008
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referred to in terms of political, economic, and/or social structures. Placing directives on
an understanding of life will foster the sorts of political discussions that the group has
stated it is trying to avoid. Directed topics would be better suited which covering social and
political developments in a theory course.

9-12.USH.4.E An adequate understanding of the traditional warfare and culture of 5 South
Dakota tribes cannot be packed into a cluster of 7 other standards that require extensive
time to cover.

9-12.USH.4.F Students describe the lifestyle, language, and culture of the Sioux. Which
teachers will be learning the language of the Sioux? How will the language of the Sioux be
taught to all students?

9-12.USH.5.C This standard calls into question Critical Race Theory (which the group
does not want taught) in the last line that states “racism manifests itself through...both
private words and actions and public speech and actions, such as laws and regulations.”
9-12.USH.5.1 Students read and discuss the meaning of the Mayflower Compact in its
entirety. To analyze a document like this is time-consuming and would take extended
class time. Similar documents are examined and analyzed in high school American
Literature courses.

9-12.USH.5.K Students explain the gradual condition of slaves and the laws restricting the
freeing of slaves. Explaining the process at the level described would take extended
coverage and opens the door to political digression and division.

9-12.USH.6.G Developmentally inappropriate and better suited for a college course.
9-12.USH.6.I Content of this standard should be present in a stand-alone South Dakota
History course.

9-12.USH.7.K Students explain respect of the American Flag and reasons for respect. Not

P T S U U APT R E S PPY D T R PR R 7.7 SN PR T SRS

9-12 United States History: Low level and mastery is not included. Should include Bear
Butte in G. Lists are not comprehensive. Where is the Native American people in
912USH3? How is the distance of one’s physical travels??? Why at high school do
students name ONE tribe? Natives are portrayed as warlike, no mention of Dakota,
Nakota, Lakota. Vague references to OSEU. Sovereignty and Sovereign Nations should
be included. Indoctrination is apparent. Constitution and IRA is lacking. Native American
Voting is lacking. Native American vote and Religious Act not included. VVague references
to the OSEU. Native Americans in a negative connotation. Treaties and Boarding Schools
are more comprehensive but are low level. Some topics in this standards are divisive.
Native American music and art contributions are not referenced. 912ush H. should include
Native American. The pipeline and Standing Rock information should be included.

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America, ignores large
amounts of black and indigenous history in America
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Elizabeth
100|Herrboldt

101|Jordan Opp

102| Robin Robertson

Dr. Sherry
103|Johnson
104| Travis Gallipo

105|Chandra Waikel

106|Mike Henriksen

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

9-12 United States Government: Low level not written in Education verbage. 912usg1. NA are not included. Low level throughout. Native American tribes have formal
recognition, sovereignty and constitutions but no content. Lack of content is apparent for Native American.

Unrealistic expectations, biased towards white America, Christian America, ignores large amounts of black and indigenous history in America
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107]Diggs

108| Tim Trebil

109|Mike Monnens

110|Emelia Guick
111]|Daryl Simpson

112|Lois walpole

1

a

3| Darin Huwe

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Concerned citizen

Parent/Guardian

Grandparent and volunteer 4th grade math

Parent/Guardian
Concerned citizen

K-12 Educator

Citizen / Veteran
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

It's hard to grow raspberries from a rutabaga root. But not as hard as it will be for anything good to come of this effort. It reads as though it is part of the nationwide, racist 1776 Commission agenda of the former president. [
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1776_Commission#:~:text=1776%20Unites, Fathers%200f%20the%20United%20States ] This means that whatever is in it cannot be trusted because, like the 1776 Commission agenda, the intent is putrid. That said, there are specific, more academic, objections to it. It seems unlikely that
all of these subjects can get more than a cursory mention, even if the students had no other classes or activities. While many subjects are mentioned in this proposal, they seem like needles that are hidden in a stack of other needles. Rigor in our classrooms should be welcomed. However, this agenda seems too
overwhelming for teachers to cover well or for the students to reasonably understand. Of course, if the intent is to limit the students’ perspectives by focusing on regurgitation, then it is perfect. The repetition of the preface, “The student explains”, is the language of propagandists and brainwashing. It reeks of students
being forced to regurgitate, rather than understand, these “ideas”, for twelve years. Compare the number of times the word “explain” is used versus the word “understand”. Many of the things the student will “explain” are highly debatable at best.
The proposal positions teachers to be put at the mercy of local bullies because there is so much to cover that they are bound to come under unreasonable criticism for not holding to the standards because something was not taught. We can see this happening all over the country already. This bullying is causing an
exodus of teachers from classrooms. If the agenda is to destroy people’s faith in the public education system and cause it to collapse, this proposal will likely serve that objective well. While the inclusion of Native Americans and “Blacks” in this proposal is a step in the right direction, where are the discussions of
Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, or other American minorities? The proposal seems to make effort to paint lipstick on the lips of the pig of racism. Apologies to pigs. For example, it makes mention of the first stanza of the Star Spangled Banner but, not the third, “No refuge could save the hireling and slave from
the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave.” It would seem that the whole song and its racist context should be discussed. The proposal seems to make an effort to justify and normalize slavery by pointing out that other people have done it too. Mentioning that slavery has been practiced by others is important.
However, in the context it is presented in this proposal, it seems to be used to minimize what was done in this country. This minimizing, in the hands of white supremacists who seem to be shaping politics in this country at the moment, feels like an attempt to justify and reinstitute the practice of slavery in this country.
The proposal seems to have a strong anti-polytheistic bias. Are we going to present monotheism as a “superior” religious perspective? What should be a reasonable reaction to expect from students and parents of students who are polytheists? And it seems to be strongly biased toward one of the monotheistic
religions. Even if this were constitutional, history shows it to lead to religious wars. We have been down this road before and it led to religious wars and religious persecution in this country and the rest of the world. This history would be a very important point to underscore in this proposal since it seems to have
escaped many of our current adult citizens. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia_nativist_riots https://www.au.org/the-latest/church-and-state/articles/a-history-of-violence-how-disputes-over-school/# While there are many more specific objections to this proposal, the proposal is fundamentally flawed. It does not
present an approach that will create citizens who can move fluidly in the world they will inherit and/or be able to make meaningful contributions to humankind. A better approach might be to challenge the students to investigate and engage in critical thought and civil conversation right from kindergarten. Teach them to
recognize and properly respond to logical fallacies. Give them practice in disagreeing without being disagreeable. Teaching people how to think is more important than teaching them what to think. How to think seems to be deemphasized in the proposal. Learning how to find information for themselves seems to be
minimized. There did not seem to be an emphasis on how to have a civil discussion on controversial subjects. Where is the opportunity to practice having such discussions? It would seem that much of the redundancy of the proposal could be replaced by teaching the students to research and wrestle with the
information they are receiving. Without such skills, the proposal is reduced to justifying the mistakes of our forefathers. And judging from current events, this is the setup for a continuation of their mistakes because many of our current politicians seem to embrace the racist and bigoted attitudes and actions woven into
this country’s racist past and present. Without the skill of critical thinking and the ability to hear others and critically think about their positions, society is reduced to a screaming Tower of Babel with people settling their differences with firearms. Thus these skills seem considerably more important than rote
memorization of “facts”. The proposal claims to build on previously covered topics. However, the historical figures and events seem to be cherry-picked and repeated many times at the expense of introducing different voices and events to add depth to the students’ understanding of history. While building on previous
knowledge is reasonable, a better way to do that is to challenge the student to do further research and engage in civil discussions about what has been taught. Where are the opportunities to learn from personal experience and experimentation? The ability to engage in civil discussion without one’s emotions getting
out of hand requires practice. Being able to recognize when one is being psychologically manipulated with logical fallacies and responding appropriately requires practice. Without such skills, the student is not prepared to face the world as a contributing member of society, let alone maximize more advanced lifelong
Lawrence j learning. The proposal does not need more condemnation than it gives itself. It would seem advisable to rethink the purpose of this proposal. If it is to further the objectives of the racist 1776 Commission, it needs no further alteration. If it is to create citizens who are able to interact with and make contributions to all of

107|Diggs humanity, it would seem that it should be scrapped and reconstructed with that goal in mind. | urge you not to approve this proposal.

| These standards are not developed with the kids of South Dakota in mind. They do not reflect the appropriate level of teaching for the ages as presented and the material is not consistent with the ages it's being presented to.
Elementary school is especially bad. The information being taught is way to complex and difficult for kids ages 5-12. First graders should be able to explain the battle of Thermopylae? Or explain Why Thomas Jefferson owned slaves? Second graders should be able to explain Lincoln's argument on the philosophy of
good vs bad? This is completely out of line with what any elementary child can reasonably be expected to learn. And how much time do we expect our teachers to spend teaching social studies? The average grade has six to eight pages of highly detailed content - each item could take a few days to properly teach.
When are kids supposed to do math, science, or any other material?
Even if the content we better, the amount of "memorize this and explain" work is setting our kids and teachers up to fail. This isn't 1850 where kids get up and recite long passages of history from a book - there are hundreds of better ways to learn and this curriculum doesn't use any of them.
Finally, the fact that we're just going to buy this lock stock and barrel from some college in Michigan is a waste of our time and our money. Why can't South Dakotans build a class for our own kids. We have lots of people that have spent tons of time on this in two separate committees, yet here we are buying some
class pre-made that has nothing to do with what our kids or our state need.

108| Tim Trebil To see how little thought the DOE and governor have put into this, how little they must think of our kids, our teachers and us as parents is truly disappointing. For all the time spent on it the result should have been way better than this. Just keep the existing standard and try again in a few years.

| | am noting from the standards: "Standards should not be exhaustive, nor should they prevent teachers from teaching topics or items
not listed."
After a brief perusal of the standards, the overall impression the topics and suggested teaching points appear to be extremely advanced for all levels. Many items such as involved discussions of the topics such as the Punic Wars or the Council of Worms seem to be of little use to a typical public school student. The
standard introduction also states these guidelines are not intended to develop research level historians but the range of topics would be a challenge to any serious college student.

109|Mike Monnens My suggestion is to gather a solid sampling of texts that were offered and used in the 1960's and 1970"s to use as guides in developing an achievable teaching guideline.

| These standards are out of touch with developmentally appropriate academic expectations. As a parent, just reading the first few grades worth of standards has my mind boggled. This must be a joke... right? | don't know how many educated adults can even tell you on which continent the Peloponnesian, Punic, or
Persian wars listed in the 1st grade standards happened, let alone tell the "stories" of them.
It also greatly disappoints me that SD educators were not trusted to do this work. The amount of money spent on outside entities to create these standards is an embarrassment. Why are we hiring college professors, from private universities, to write standards for OUR children. We have plenty of gifted, brilliant, and
unbiased educators here in South Dakota willing and able to do this work.
Any politician who supports these standards, should be required to demonstrate their own understanding of every single standard... put common sense ahead of politics. What is the agenda here? Stop allowing our children's education to be political pawn. Reject these standards, and let's get back to work doing things

110|Emelia Guick the way they should be done... with awesome educated SD teachers leading the writing of these standards.

[111|Daryl Simpson

| These standards do not meet today’s best educational practices in learning theory or age appropriate developmental growth. It is primarily rote memory work neglecting to utilize higher level thinking skills. | read all the standards, particularly the 2nd, 4th. 7th, and high school standards (my granchildren’s grade levels)
The number of secondary standards are unrealistic, with little depth.
While it is important to study world religions, | was perplexed by the number of standards emphasizing Christianity, topics | taught as a Sunday School teacher. | question if these are public school appropriate.
South Dakota students would be better served by SD educators than purchased pre-packaged

112|Lois walpole standards.
Why were only 3 certified teachers from South Dakota on this committee?
Why were the previous proposed standards (developed with over 40 SD educators) abandoned?
Why was a known "right-wing" conservative consultant paid $200,000 in development of this plan?
This proposal appears to rely heavily on the memorization and regurgitation of information. By which metric is this considered favorable when compared to the original committee's proposal , which included more intellectual processing and evaluation of complex ideas?
It is worrying that a number of current educators in the state have been heavily critical of these currently proposed standards, including 1 of the only 3 certified teachers that helped develop them.
South Dakota continues to struggle to fill teaching positions and this new proposal appears to be telling the previous committee (made up of over 40 South Dakota educators) that their proposed standards didn't align with the Governors political agenda. | fear this will only make finding and retaining quality educators in
the state worse.
The Board should go back to the originally proposed standards, which over 40 educators had a hand in creating. If the Board still feels compelled to makes changes, then bring on a new diverse group of South Dakota educators to review them. But be open and honest with the public in the process. Making changes
behind close doors, hiring out-of-state contractors, and/or hand picking committees based on an agenda is not a reasonable solution.

113|Darin Huwe Again, | have severe concerns that this process has been politicized by our current Governor and urge you to NOT adopt these proposed standards.

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

122



Lawrence j
107]Diggs

108| Tim Trebil

109|Mike Monnens

110|Emelia Guick
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

| can't even get past the 1st grade standards. These are ridiculous expectations that are not founded in any sort of logical understanding of what is academically appropriate for a 1st
grader.
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908
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109|Mike Monnens

110| Emelia Gulck
111|Daryl Simpson

112|Lois walpole

1

a

3| Darin Huwe

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008
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2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

130



A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Retired educator, grandparent of public
Jane Healy school students

o
n

14

115|Candace Grant Concern citizen

o

116|Krista Licht Community member

117|Jordan Garmatz Parent/Guardian

O
J

118|Danielle Flisrand Parent/Guardian
119]Wade Mclintyre  Citizen and interested party

120|Mary Boots K-12 Educator
Heidi Kolbeck-
121|Urlacher Parent/Guardian
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o
n

114|Jane Healy

115|Candace Grant

116|Krista Licht
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1
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J

119|Wade Mcintyre

120|Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
121|Urlacher

C
Proposed Social Studies standards overall
We now teach SD history and focus on that in 4th grade. These standards broaden expected knowledge, diluting what can be taught about SD. More SD information is taught in 5th grade, according to these standards. In this and many other ways, the entire curriculum is thrown into upheaval with taxpayer $ funding
teacher training and textbooks for every school across the state. I'm not seeing any room for current events, the study of which certainly harks back to historical events and can be a catalyst for "teachable moments." | notice that many of the elementary standards ask students to explain, describe, and analyze. While
we want to move students toward higher level thinking skills, they do not have sufficient background or cognitive development to do what is being expected here. Overall, the persons named throughout the standards for special focus and study seem rather random. For example, seventh graders study Thomas
Jefferson in some depth and then jump to Andrew Jackson. | see that many standards ask students to explain the role of something, but not usually the effects of that thing. This document in many cases lacks cause & effect, and the critical thinking necessary to learn from history in order to improve the future. The
high school standards are again redundant, with students asked to do a lot of explaining or telling the story of, and not much beyond that for higher level thinking. Explaining or telling the story of could simply entail students memorizing and repeating what they are told. I'm missing a sense of scope & sequence, an
over-arching picture of what students will learn when and why. There are a lot of standards here, and the breadth seems impractical within a school year. In primary grades, the focus is on reading, writing, and math, and | wonder how teachers will find time to meet these social studies standards while working toward
mastery of the 3 R's. There is not a lot of depth, except for certain persons, especially George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Most of the standards offer students an acquaintanceship with terms, dates, and people, but not a relationship with the concepts themselves. | urge you to reject these standards, because
our students and teachers deserve better. Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment.

| concur 100% with the Joint Statement on Legislative Efforts to Restrict Education about Racism in American History, published in June 2021 by the American Historical Association.

https://www.historians.org/divisive-concepts-statement

The proposed standards, especially in early elementary, are far from age appropriate. A 1st grader can't reasonably be expected to recite from memory the preamble to the Constitution. These standards don't look at inquiry based learning, which is proven to work. Rote memorization does not work for every student.
By teaching students to critically analyze events from history, we are creating citizens that can evaluate the world around them from multiple viewpoints. With these proposed standards, teachers will have to completely reconstruct their curriculum and there will be learning loss in other subject areas. Honestly, the
proposed standards are pitiful. It's obvious that teachers at the appropriate grade levels were not consulted in creating these standards.

0

Jordan Garmatz This is a hack of copy and pasted HS curriculum dropped into elementary grades, with questionable renaming and reframing of less than ideal events

Overall, | am highly concerned as a SD parent and tax payer that an out of state entity is shaping the education of my kids. SD standards have been developed and then approved by the expert in our state who know our values and our kids. It is highly inappropriate that the education of our students has been politized

118|Danielle Flisrand to the point that the local and state education system no longer have the largest voice at the table. | believe in our state and the k-12 educators who are trying to help our kids be successful citizens in our communities. If we don't have a well rounded understanding of history, we won't have the best chance in our future.

Let SD Education Professional write the SD Content Standards.

These poorly researched social studies standards are a travesty for our students and our teachers. What was the purpose of not including educational professionals when proposing these standards? They are not age appropriate and are shallow to say the least. The only answer | can come up with is that there are
certain people who want public education to fail and for our people to be uninformed.

| am a parent of three children in Brandon, SD. These proposed changes are shocking and | urge you not to support approve these new Social Studies Standards. The proposed standards do not reflect critical thinking and encourage memorization of select topics that lean toward a certain political bias. A committee
of 40+ educators already developed appropriate standards. These new standards don't reflect good education and are driven by political motivation. South Dakota's children deserve better than this.
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115|Candace Grant
116|Krista Licht
K.SS.1.N - Rote memorization for this age group is questionable
K.SS.3 - Many subjects are too advanced for 5 year olds
K.SS.4.
Many subjects cannot be recognized without detail too advanced for the age group.
The National Motto: “In God We Trust” cannot be fully recognized without and introduction to communism, the red scare, and Eisenhower's commitment to the Baptist Church.
The Alamo - The Battles surrounding Texas independence may not be content suitable for a Kindergarten age group
117|Jordan Garmatz “God Bless America” - Takes the form of prayer, and is modernly used as a political movement against secularism
118|Danielle Flisrand  The number of individuals required for students to learn is not developmentally appropriate for my children. One of my children tested in kindergarten as the top reader in one of our AA district in the state and he would have struggled with memoriziry
119|Wade Mcintyre
120|Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
121|Urlacher Do not support changes.

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

K.SS.3 | realize that the words "may include" and "not limited to" allow additions to this list, but | wonder why it states "through 2008." Is 2008-present not considered historical? Is current events no longer part of social studies? Is there no one of
Jane Healy merit since then?
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

1.8S.1 E. Distinguishing between a primary & secondary source can be more difficult than it sounds. A six-year-old could probably grasp this in the simplest of terms. 1.8S.1 J.

Based on what and according to whom? 1.SS.1 K. 1st graders should be able to recognize the White House, the Capitol, and maybe a few other famous landmarks that are often

shown in today's media, but leave architectural style for higher level, as it has little bearing on first graders' understanding of federal government. 1.8S.1 N and O are not

developmentally appropriate. 1.SS.4 and 1.SS.5 are wholly developmentally inappropriate. | have to assume good intent in the standards related to American History, which again,
Jane Healy are completely developmentally inappropriate. First graders are just learning to read and learn about the world around them.

Candace Grant

Krista Licht
1.8S.1.K - Children knowing the difference between Romanesque, Neoclassical and Victorian architectures may prove too advanced and otherwise not useful to the age group
1.8S.1.N - Rote memorization of this size and scope has little purpose for this age group
1.8S.1.0 - Rote memorization of this size and scope has little purpose for this age group
1.8S.2 - Identifying Sioux Falls and Rapid City locationally may not serve much use to this age group

1.S8.4. This entire section is too advanced for this age group
1.S8.5. This entire section is too advanced for this age group

1.S8.7. This entire section may include material that is content inappropriate for this age group
1.SS.8. Rebranding the Atlantic slave trade into "triangle trade" is rewriting history.
1.SS8.8 -1.8S.11 These entire sections are too advanced for this age group

Jordan Garmatz

Danielle Flisrand g all of the people and symbols. These concerns continue in the following elementary years.
Wade Mclintyre

Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
Urlacher Do not support changes.
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Jane Healy

Candace Grant

Krista Licht

Jordan Garmatz

Danielle Flisrand
Wade Mclintyre

Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
Urlacher

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

2.88.1 G. The list of landmarks is short, and full of far away things. Can we pull that in and find more regional landmarks? 2.SS.3 and 4 are not developmentally appropriate nor relevant to 2nd
graders. 2.SS.5 C. is not developmentally appropriate, and neither are the most of the rest of the standards for 2nd grade. And | don't see anything about Native Americans in South Dakota
until we get to 2.SS.11 which is about their removal and relocation. Is there nothing to learn about their way of life, thought, and culture?

2.S8.3 This entire section is too advanced for this age group
2.S8.4 This entire section is too advanced for this age group

2.S8.7 {A-E} These sections are too advanced for this age group
2.S8.8 Many of the exploits of Andrew Jackson are not content appropriate for this age group

Do not support changes.
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Candace Grant

Krista Licht

Jordan Garmatz

Danielle Flisrand
Wade Mclintyre

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

3.S8.3. {B & C} may be too advanced and little value for learners of this age group

3.SS.4. This entire section is too advanced for this age group

3.SS.5 Many aspects of this section may be too advanced for this age group
3.S8.6 (E, F &G) May be too advanced for this age group

3.S8.7 Rebranding the Atlantic slave trade into "triangle trade" is rewriting history.
Most of this section is too advanced for learners in this age group

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

4.8S.4 and 5 are not developmentally appropriate. 4.SS.7 A. Readability results using the Flesch-Kinkaid scale are as follows for the
3.8S.3 and 4 Completely developmentally inappropriate and irrelevant to 3rd grade.3.SS.6 C. Developmentally inappropriate and Declaration of Independence: 1st paragraph: Grade 35.3; 2nd paragraph: Grade 19.9; final paragraph: 18.1. Not an appropriate
somewhat inaccurate. 3.5S.6 D. the word "Indigenous” should be capitalized. 3.SS.7 most of this is developmentally inappropriate standard for grade 4. 4.SS.9 G. would have similar issues with readability levels.

4.SS.1. C Rote memorization of this size and scope has little purpose for this age group4.SS.3. This section may not be content appr

120|Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
121|Urlacher Do not support changes. Do not support changes.
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908
5.88.1 E. The Flesch-Kinkaid scale shows that the Gettysburg address readability grade level is 10.9, so not developmentally
appropriate for 5th grade. 5.SS.2-4 not appropriate for grade 5, and religious parts not appropriate for public school. In 5.8S.4, |
don't see the connection of E & F to the Reformation. Re: F.: will this include a discussion of US government policy to exterminate
Native Americans? (This entire standard is better left to a higher grade level.) 5.8S.6 H. Again, readability scores show that reading
this book is best suited for at least grade 7 and above. By this point in the standards, I'm noticing much redundancy from one grade
to the next. One example is what is expected to be known about Abraham Lincoln. 5.SS.10 includes D., which focuses on William
McKinley. The choices of Presidents on which to focus seems very arbitrary. No President between Lincoln & McKinley did anything

Jane Healy of note? Not even name worthy?

o
n

14

115|Candace Grant

116|Krista Licht

o

)priate or be too advanced for this age group.

117|Jordan Garmatz

O
J

118|Danielle Flisrand
119|Wade Mcintyre

120|Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
121|Urlacher Do not support changes.

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

My comments here in general are similar to those above. Much of these standards are age inappropriate. 6.SS.4 F. is not
appropriate for public school because as written, it promotes Christianity over other religions. 6.SS.4 H is also inappropriate as
written. Too much emphasis on religion in general in these standards.

As a retired 6th grade teacher who taught for over 20 years at Redfield, SD, | took part in many curriculum reviews. We unpacked
the content standards and chose curriculum materials that would help us present the information and help students engage in the
learning process. The proposed social studies standards for 6th grade are lacking in substance and scope. The emphasis is on rote
memorization with little if any room for critical thinking, analysis, or a deeper understanding of the time periods, the systems and the
connections in place during each whether that be the people, governments, economies, religions, wars, technology. All of these
topics need to be taught incrementally and age appropriately without bias. History is a complex subject, but students need to learn
about the past in all of its nuances. We can not glorify the good and forget to inspect the bad. That would be an egregious disservice
to our students and to our country. Dump these poor social studies standards and trust our educational professionals to write real
standards for today's world.

Do not support changes.
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

A lot of recitation of documents that are well above 7th grade level. What is the purpose of memorizing and reciting words one
doesn't understand? Re: 7.SS.2 F Is there allowance for adding other more local geographic features? 7.SS.3 the word Indigenous
should be capitalized here and throughout the document. Why are some of the items in 7.SS.4 and other 7.SS are identical to those
in previous grades? 7.SS.E these traits describe Americans, according to whom? 7.SS.7 C, D, E Will students also be made aware
that Blacks, Native Americans, and women were not considered people at this time in history? 7.SS.9 K. If we assume this is true,

Jane Healy which is arguable, there should be standards that show some of the reference documents that founders used.

Candace Grant

Krista Licht

Jordan Garmatz
| have two major concerns with 7th grade changes. | currently have a student in 7th grade who is learning geography as part of his
class. Why is this no longer considered important? Again, moving all of this content to one semester in high school does not provide
Danielle Flisrand lasting retention for our kids.
Wade Mclintyre

Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-

Urlacher Do not support changes.

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Again, there's redundancy and developmental inappropriateness. 8.SS.3 G. Wilson's "What is Progress?" readability level is 9.6,
which is closer, but still above 8th grade reading level. We jump from President Nixon to a mention of the negatives of Jimmy
Carter's Presidency and then to Ronald Reagan, omitting Gerald Ford entirely. It seems to me that all Presidents deserve a mention,
and should include good as well as bad. In 8.SS.8, there's no mention of Iran-Contra and US involvement in Central America

Do not support changes.
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Jane Healy

Candace Grant

Krista Licht

Jordan Garmatz

Wade Mclintyre

Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
Urlacher

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

Covering the volume of content required to fully appreciate our world's development is a big task for our high school teachers and
students. We only currently require one semester in high school. The gap between 6th and 9th grade to cover this is too large for many of

Danielle Flisrand oy kids.

Do not support changes. Do not support changes.

- United States History 1492-2008

Do not support changes.
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Jane Healy

Candace Grant

Krista Licht

Jordan Garmatz

Danielle Flisrand
Wade Mclintyre

Mary Boots
Heidi Kolbeck-
Urlacher

Do not support changes.

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government
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David Ingalls
LaVonne
Huisman

Kari Kralicek

Jason Savey

Angela Hejl
Danielle
Ulrickson

Erin B.
Jan Mangelsen
Kari

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

K-12 Educator
Grandparents

Parent/Guardian

K-12 Educator

Retired teacher
Student
Parent/Guardian

Grandparent
Parent/Guardian

131| Todd Pholliie Parent/Guardian
132|Larry Fossum  Pastor and Great Grand Parent
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

** Why the complete and drastic overhaul of the previous standards?
-including those standards written in 2020 and then revised in 2021
** What was the rationale behind proposing standards that were not written in collaboration with S.D. teachers? Why not tap into the expertise of those content area teachers who are in our S.D. classrooms each and every year. They know our kids and have a vested interest in their success. Giving S.D. educators

122|David Ingalls ownership in the curriculum process is vital to our students, families, and schools.

[~ [LaVonne

123|Huisman | trust this Social Studies curriculum will pass!!!! Thank you for all you do to protect our children.

124|Kari Kralicek
The first concern | have is with the process that went into creating these standards. Why weren’t there more educators on the committee and furthermore, why weren'’t they given the right to make suggestions? There should have been an educator represented for every grade level to help create these standards.
My next concern is the fact that the overall number of standards to be covered is too overwhelming. You're trying to cram the entire subject of Geography into U.S. History. Unless you have a plan help schools pay for adding new classes and hiring new teachers, this is not going to work.
Another concern | have is that the objectives for students does not include enough Higher Thinking Skills. Too many of the objectives focus on just explaining, describing, and memorizing. In addition to this, many of the standards are not age appropriate and do not have logical expectations for students, especially at
the younger grade levels.
My final concern has to do with the teaching materials. There are no text books that would fit this content.

125|Jason Savey
| am VERY concerned that the standards developed last year by social science educators/experts were discarded. And I, likewise, strongly object to our governor pushing through standards developed by a hand picked group of partisan people (only 3 of which are SD social science educators) led by an extreme

126|Angela Hejl partisan from out of state (who was paid a lot of SD tax dollars). If standards developed by political means (that reject the input of the true experts) are adopted, then what is taught to children in school becomes political indoctrination rather than the true and appropriate subject matter for that discipline.

[~ |Danielle | strongly encourage the rejection of the Hillsdale Social Studies standards. The students need an integrated approach to learning and this impedes the teacher’s ability to use the latest research-based practices that are accepted in the education field. The development of adolescents and how they learn and retain

127|Ulrickson information are better fulfilled with the rich standards written by South Dakota work groups throughout the last several years. Please do not hinder the abilities of our teachers and students by applying the cheap new standards.

| Too much rote memorization in general. | also have a huge problem with the fact that a former member of Hillsdale college, a conservative christian private institution, got to put fingers in this. Hillsdale's members are trying, and in some places succeeding, to change public school curriculum to a tune more in step with

128|Erin B. looney tunes religious fundies. Keep religion OUT of public school curriculum, and stop whitewashing history. This was silly and a waste of money.

[129]Jan Mangelsen  More teachers should have been involved as they are the ones that have to implement them. Too much memorization. | don't think last year's commission should have been scrapped. It was an insult to those who spent time and energy on them.

[130] Kari

131|Todd Pholliie
| think these standards are the best overall tool to help our children become educated understanding adults who will better prepared to know where we came from and where they want to take us. Teaching everything that happened to the USA in it's growth - successes, mistakes, and tragedies will help them not to
make the same mistakes. We have gone through a lot of things since we began and people have said this material is too much for the average student. | strongly disagree. Standards/goals have to be set high if we want the upcoming generation to succeed so setting standards high will cause the students to rise to

132|Larry Fossum ' the occasion. They are not dumb. They can do it. So set them high, teach them the material and watch them excel. | love the standards and encourage acceptance of these standards as written. Thank you for your time.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

122|David Ingalls
LaVonne
123|Huisman

124|Kari Kralicek

125|Jason Savey

126|Angela Hejl

Danielle
127|Ulrickson The new content lacks Pre-Columbus setting in the Americas.
128|Erin B.
129|Jan Mangelsen Information too advanced, not developmentally appropriate
130|Kari

131|Todd Pholliie

132|Larry Fossum | This is a great place to start the basics for our young children.
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

122|David Ingalls
LaVonne
123|Huisman

124|Kari Kralicek

125|Jason Savey

126|Angela Hejl

Danielle
127|Ulrickson The new content covered is not age appropriate for this grade. The proposed discussion lacks personal inquiry and experiences to reflect upon.
128|Erin B.
129|Jan Mangelsen Information not developmentally appropriate
130|Kari

Do you seriously think America had no history prior to 1492? What about the 500 or more Indian nations? What about Scandinavian exploration of our new England coastline? What
about the Chinese sailing across the Pacific to the west coast of the Americas or African sailors reaching the east coast of the Americas? America is much older than 1492 and
131| Todd Pholliie students deserve to know that.

132|Larry Fossum  Good Building blocks.
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David Ingalls
LaVonne
Huisman

Kari Kralicek

Jason Savey

Angela Hejl
Danielle
Ulrickson

Erin B.
Jan Mangelsen
Kari

Todd Pholliie

Larry Fossum

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

No that is way to much crap for a second grader to learn! We are American and don’t need to know the history of china and Japan! Kids don’t need to learn about christianity in school that’s
what church is for! This puts to much on the kids in one year!

The new standards for this grade do not align with the accepted research practices for young learners.

Information not developmentally appropriate
Children don’'t need to learn about other countries history

How our nation Began with Columbus. Foundation.
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David Ingalls
LaVonne
Huisman

Kari Kralicek

Jason Savey

Angela Hejl
Danielle
Ulrickson

Erin B.
Jan Mangelsen
Kari

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

The new standards are not giving this age students any guidance to evaluate and interpret this detached information.

Information not developmentally appropriate

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

These suggestions are not conducive to empowering students with proper tools to thrive in a democracy.

131|Todd Pholliie

Where our founding fathers acknowledged our nations roots, rights, expectations. A Must!!
132|Larry Fossum How we were growing and the troubles that were faced. Love it.
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

David Ingalls
LaVonne
Huisman

Kari Kralicek

Jason Savey

Angela Hejl
Danielle
Ulrickson The students are unlikely to engage in this content. It lacks interesting and hands-on substance.
Erin B.

Jan Mangelsen

Kari

Todd Pholliie

What our nation went through in progress. Mistakes and all. Need to know why we have issues today. Mistakes were made. Learn
Larry Fossum  from them

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

The whys and where they came from.
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Concerns:
The proposed standards appear to be written by a historian and so the emphasis on key geography skills/concepts has almost
disappeared. From what | can see, there is no grade level K-8 that focuses on geography specific skills/concepts. Currently,
geography is taught at the 7th grade level. The proposed standards have no geography specific class. It is essential students know
these concepts and skills of geography in order to fully understand history. The majority of standards labeled "G" in the proposed
standards have to do with students simply locating political/physical features on a map. The subject of geography goes way beyond
locating places on a map. It's about making comparisons/parallels, map skills, influence of culture, government and economic
systems, migration, changes in population/settlement, impact of climate, natural disasters, physical features, and so much more that
helps one understand history.
Another concern is the number of sub-standards. The current 7th grade standards have 24 sub-standards while the proposed
standards have 127. It's an overwhelming amount of information for 12 and 13 year old's to learn. The majority of the standards
state, “The students will tell...” or “The student will explain.” These phrases are typically classified as lower level thought processes.
Higher level thinking skills usually require students to compare/contrast, analyze, apply, evaluate, interpret, or create. These phrases
are seldom found throughout the standards. It also appears the proposed standards relay heavily on memorization and repetition.
122|David Ingalls
LaVonne
123|Huisman
124|Kari Kralicek
125|Jason Savey
126|Angela Hejl
Danielle
127|Ulrickson
128|Erin B.
129|Jan Mangelsen
130|Kari
131| Todd Pholliie American history did not end in 2008. We elected a black president that year who served eight years and passed significant legislatior]
The USA as an awesome nation but also part of the worlds activities. How do we handle issues. Older history with newer history. Did
132|Larry Fossum  Again where we came from, struggles endured. Need to know we learn from mistakes. Students need to see that.
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Todd Pholliie

Larry Fossum

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

affecting the lives of tens of millions of people. Students deserve to know this.

We are part of a world. How do we fit in, a must for students who are going to be leaders someday.

9-12 - Economics

Our children have to know how our economic system works if they are going to make
good decisions in their lifetime. Not preparing them would be a tragedy!!

- United States History 1492-2008

With the basics from younger years and schooling things will begin to make sense. Great.
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David Ingalls
LaVonne
Huisman

Kari Kralicek

Jason Savey

Angela Hejl
Danielle
Ulrickson

Erin B.
Jan Mangelsen
Kari

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

Student should learn that our government is large and contains many agencies because our culture and our society are so diverse and we are the third most populous
nation on earth. Consequently government needs to provide a wide variety of services that the private sector is not equipped to provide

131|Todd Phollie
132|Larry Fossum | As a Democracy our children need to know the system we live under and how it works. Better young educated adults is what we want in society Not uninformed.
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

133|Lisa Lundeen Parent/Guardian
134|Sal Citizen
135|]Casey Sloan Parent/Guardian
136/ Mike Sloan Parent/Guardian
kmreynolds@m
137|ac.com concerned citizen
138|Jon Huber K-12 Educator
Laura Lynn
139| Swier Kotelman Parent/Guardian
140]Anita Ahrendt Grandparent
141|Mikael Pietila Parent/Guardian
142]Amy Bruner Parent/Guardian
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

133

134

135
136

137

138

139
140

141
142

These standards are well structured; covering foundational concepts, events, and people in our history. They weave geography, history, language, economics, citizenship, and so many other studies together. If taught well, it would give a teacher much creative freedom to step away from a textbook, to help walk a
Lisa Lundeen student through real life, and meaningful standards. | support these standards and hope they can be approved and implemented, to benefit our students.

Sal This seems like a ridiculous standard, that doesn't have the best interest of the students in mind. | gave up reading after 3rd grade. This cannot possibly be the standard set.

Casey Sloan I'm appalled. Too much detail, this does not include any critical thinking, only teaches the kids memorization of facts, unacceptable.

Mike Sloan These standards do not teach our children how to think for themselves, simply teaches them unnecessary memorization. This is an outdated method that will have zero benefit to our kids.
kmreynolds@m

ac.com This entire thing is complete horse shit. (to use the technical term.)

Since the publication of these new proposed standards several months ago, | have been struggling with how best to respond, but | have decided that there are a number of things | must say about them. | offer these thoughts to you in the paragraphs that follow.
| am an elementary certified teacher in the state, and | also have a masters degree in U.S. history. Over the past 30 years, I've taught all grades from K to 8 in a multi-grade school and most recently at the middle school level in a traditional public school, and | have never seen content standards written in this way.
First, | hesitate to consider them standards because they do not follow the structure of any other educational standards I've ever worked with as a teacher. They look, instead, like a list of topics taken directly from a curriculum that already exists.
Second, | do not see any attempt at age appropriateness or at depth of knowledge. Most of the statements include words like "identify, give examples of, tell about, tell the story of, recite", and others, all of which aim at the lowest level of understanding and do not require higher-level thought.
Third, the way in which topics and era ranges are divided among various grade levels does not align at all with developmental readiness. Students in the lower grades are expected to cover content that requires abstract thinking that kids are not capable of at that point in their development. While these divisions are
chronological, they are most certainly not appropriate for the age levels where they are introduced.
Fourth, as a current geography teacher, | see no evidence in the geography portions of the document of an effort to analyze the connection between human activity and history and the physical world. Instead, | see a large checklist of locations for students to identify.
Fifth, as a current American history teacher, and while | see nearly all the topics | currently teach to my students, I'm concerned by the lack of greater depth proposed. Students are again asked to "tell about, explain, identify, describe" etc. rather than to look for deep connections between decisions and actions and
their consequences. Also, | am concerned that American history has been moved down a level to 7th grade, replacing civics instruction at the middle school level. The 8th grade American history proposed topics have previously been taught at the high school level, and I'm curious why they, as well as the proposed
high school American history topics, end with the election of 2008.
Finally, in regard to the way the process of creating these proposed standards was conducted, | take great issue with the fact that only a few practicing South Dakota teachers were actually involved in the process. I've worked with state standards unpacking groups several times in the past, and I've also worked with
several teachers who have served on standards review teams, and | know the level of seriousness, time, and experience educators at all levels bring to the process of writing and reviewing new standards. None of that process was applied this time. The lack of educator participation is clearly evident in the way these
standards are written and it seems clear to me that the 15-member committee assembled for this process was given the task of approving a draft that had already been written rather than building a cohesive scope and sequence that takes into account student readiness and higher level thinking skills.
As a 30-year teacher, much of which I've spent teaching social studies at various levels from Kindergarten through 8th grade, | cannot support these standards or the way in which they were created. The process of review and writing that has been in place for many years in our state, and which is still used in our other
content areas, has served teachers well in guiding their instruction, and it has resulted in well-thought-out, academically challenging goals to work toward The way in which these new proposed standards were assembled does not reflect the teachers or the people of our state, nor does it present a cohesive learning
sequence for the students of our state. Instead, it promotes a content-specific curriculum developed by people with little or no experience in working with students at any level and many of them not from our state.
| urge you to reject these proposed standards and return to a transparent and systematic process of standard review that involves those who understand and work directly with students and can create a learning sequence and set of expectations that meets their readiness and needs.
| welcome any questions you may have about anything I've said, and | thank you for this opportunity to share my concerns, just as | thank you in advance for your serious consideration of them.
Respectfully,
Jon Huber

Jon Huber 6th-8th Social Studies Instructor

Laura Lynn
Swier Kotelman This is something that should be led by SD teachers not an outside consultant. These standards do not seem realistic for elementary classrooms.
Anita Ahrendt Highly inappropriate age level curriculum. Very concerned about the emphasis on religion in a public school setting. | do not trust the teaching of Christianity, Islam or any other religion to the people that wrote these standards (Hillsboro College).
What grade do they get to learn history after 2008?! But seriously. | think this is the worst way to do this. Kids in those lower grades are not going to comprehend American/world history in those eras. Maybe bits and pieces. But as a whole, no. In the early years they need the seeds planted. Teach them the very
Mikael Pietila basics, some tidbits of the important stuff. Keep expanding on it every year and dive deeper into the topics when they get older. When their brains can process it better.
Amy Bruner | appreciate the rigor and economics in the standards.. Approve them ASAP! Thanks!
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Jon Huber

Laura Lynn
Swier Kotelman
Anita Ahrendt

Mikael Pietila
Amy Bruner

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

This appears to be a great foundation all around. It is age appropriate. This would include some wonderful, real life application opportunities. | support these standards.
Why are learning about the days of the week and learning about historical figures of Americans given the same value for kindergarteners? Emphasis on the age of the child. Seems like one of those things is incredibly important, and the other is for
another time later down the child's life.

Have you folks ever met a Kindergartener? This is just insane. If you get these kids to memorise that much information, they won't have time for anything else including recess.

Over the past 30 years, I've taught all grades from K to 8 in a multi-grade school and most recently at the middle school level in a traditional public school, and | have never seen content written in this way.
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Amy Bruner

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

This looks age appropriate and builds upon the excellent kindergarten start. It is refreshing to have such thorough map skills, SD education, and an intro to the US Constitution is vital
to a child’s overall foundation of education in our country. | support these standards.

Can you explain to me why a first grader needs to know about the deep history of ancient rome. Emphasis on first grader, not high schooler.

More memorizing of 'facts.' Was this written by someone trained in early education?
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

The geography and landmarks of this section are a wonderful addition to these standards. The historical places and events included would give a great picture to build historical references

133|Lisa Lundeen from. All appears age appropriate and beneficial to each student. | support these standards.
134|Sal Back again to rome? Why is a child learning about rome at the same time they're learning what a rainforest is?
135|]Casey Sloan
136/ Mike Sloan

kmreynolds@m
137]ac.com This is the most insane thing | have read in a long time.
138|Jon Huber

Laura Lynn My son attends a Blue Ribbon school in Sioux Falls. Our schools and teachers are incredible. These standards will take time away from other requirements. | want our teachers to teach. They
139|Swier Kotelman do awesome. | want our local teachers to lead education in South Dakota--not consultants. | want an education that does not rely on rote memorization but on critical thinking skills.
140]Anita Ahrendt
141|Mikael Pietila | just can't believe this is the time frame you have deemed appropriate for second graders. Stay with simple concepts and build up from there.
142]Amy Bruner
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133|Lisa Lundeen

134|Sal
135|]Casey Sloan
136/ Mike Sloan

kmreynolds@m

137|ac.com

138|Jon Huber

Laura Lynn

139| Swier Kotelman
140]Anita Ahrendt

Mikael Pietila

142]Amy Bruner

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

This also continues an equally natural progression of history and geography. It is a wonderful opportunity to solidify knowledge of US
history, by building on memorization of our constitution. This is amazing! The map work is beneficial and thorough. The Roman

Empire and Middle Age standards will set the child up to better understand more about our early influences of language, law, culture,
many other valuable pieces; such as architecture and language. | support these standards. etc. These are wonderful. | support these standards.

All of the proposed standards appear age appropriate as well as beneficial. It expands on the historical knowledge, Native studies,
and timelines, as well as geographical locations. This historical timeframe will help the child with creative writing, imagination, and so

Why is there so much focus on Rome, again. This seems too much to put on a child of this age.

Shouldn't trained educators be writing this instead of someone so clearly pushing a religious agenda? Won't we need a state

choosen religion to be able to teach these standards? This wasn't written by someone who teaches children.

My daughter attends a Blue Ribbon school in Sioux Falls. Our schools and teachers are incredible. These standards will take time
away from other requirements. | want our teachers to teach. They do awesome. | want our local teachers to lead education in South
Dakota--not consultants. | want an education that does not rely on rote memorization but on critical thinking skills.
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133|Lisa Lundeen

134|Sal
135|]Casey Sloan
136|Mike Sloan

kmreynolds@m
137|ac.com

138|Jon Huber

Laura Lynn
139| Swier Kotelman
140]Anita Ahrendt

141|Mikael Pietila
142|Amy Bruner

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

This is a significant year for most children as they transition to middle school. The overall knowledge base and experiences through
their education, is what will set them up to be successful as they go on to middle school. These standards proposed are wonderfully

and fully-rounded for this age group. The War of 1812, the Westward Expansion, the Native history, and slavery are all well done! |  There is so much creative freedom for the teacher to both support, encourage, and challenge the students in this area. It wonderfully
support these standards.

weaves history, geography, speech, writing, language, civics and government together. | support these standards.

None of this was written by a person who actual teaches children. Again, can't we get someone who knows about education to write these standars?
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134|Sal
135|]Casey Sloan
136|Mike Sloan

kmreynolds@m
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Jon Huber

Laura Lynn
Swier Kotelman

140]Anita Ahrendt

Mikael Pietila
Amy Bruner

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

This is set up in an insightful way, to reconnect what the students have previously been introduced to; yet building upon more | believe these standards again help to solidify precious knowledge. Yet, in an age-appropriate way, digs a bit deeper into struggles,

foundational information, such as cities, capitals, economy, climate, regions and historical sites. It is a refreshingly thorough
proposed standard! | love the section involving the Mayflower Compact, and the connecting traits of the type of people that

established this country! The biographies are priceless, and will surely give opportunities for much foundational and creative
learning. | support these standards.

We need an actual educator to be writing this, not some guy pushing his religion.

concepts, ideologies, and conflicts that made a lasting impression on our history and culture today. This year gives way for the
children to really dig into wars and people that made America, America. I'm not sure | agree with including historical occurrences
such as The Rape of Nanjing, as | feel this could not be appropriate for children in this grade, depending on how it was presented.
Overall, however, the people and events throughout this grade are well put together. | support these standards.

We need an actual educator to be writing this, not some guy pushing his religion.
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

This is excellent. The concepts in this area are vital to give a personal and historical
Overall, these proposed standards appear to be expanding on previous knowledge, with a bit more of a challenge; although, age foundation for students in the realm of economics. This could definitely help them as
appropriate with the span of years noted. The historical portion will be essential for helping to understand current events in our country and consumers, business owners, bankers, investors, politicians, etc. | support these
the world. | support these standards. standards.

We need an actual educator to be writing this, not some guy pushing his religion. We need an actual educator to be writing this, not some guy pushing his religion.

- United States History 1492-2008

Anything that was not fully covered or understood by the student previous to this, would
get a thorough review. Also, the student would benefit from the additional landmarks,
leaders, and events proposed in this section. Much of what is included here is vital as the
students take ownership of their citizenship and prepare for being a positive and active
adult in our societies. Explaining these terms, in their historical time, reference, and
timeless application, will help each student in their journey as adults in our nation. The
major struggles, events, and people included are foundational. | support these standards.

We need an actual educator to be writing this, not some guy pushing his religion.
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133
134

135
136

137

138

139
140

141

142

Lisa Lundeen

Sal
Casey Sloan
Mike Sloan

kmreynolds@m
ac.com

Jon Huber

Laura Lynn
Swier Kotelman
Anita Ahrendt

Mikael Pietila
Amy Bruner

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

As long as this can be taught from an open, unbiased perspective- not political for one side or another, or personal motives being injected by the teacher, it would be a class
every American could benefit from. It is thorough and appropriate in explaining National and state beginnings, law, citizenship, and government concepts. | support these
standards.

We need an actual educator to be writing this, not some guy pushing his religion.
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

143|Pearl Aldrich

144|NL Foust
145|Charles Kliche

146| Sharon Kroontje

Michael
147|Wollman

148|B. Carlson
149|diana page

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian
Higher Education

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

Former SD resident, current parent of
school aged children, K12 educator
grandparent

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

161



A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

Listen to our educators! They are experts in what age appropriate educational goals are based on the developmental stage of each grade. We need to lay the foundation in early grades for students to be able to think critically about the past and what is happening in the present. | do not support the proposed social
143|Pearl Aldrich studies standards. Our kids and our teachers deserve better. Any future change in curriculum should come from a panel of these expert educators and NOT from a governor stacking the panel with her own appointees in an attempt to further her personal political agenda.

144|NL Foust This is an obvious attempt to implement a specific, inaccurate and biased worldview as a set of education standards. This all belongs in the waste bin. This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic and indoctrination.
Do NOT use Howard Zinn's stuff!
145|Charles Kliche  Serious history & econ & other subjects only. None of that CRT stuff or anti-white, anti anybody, anti-colonialism stuff.

146|Sharon Kroontje ' | think they have done a good job of covering the subject including America and state.

Michael
147|Wollman No. No. No. South Dakota standards and curriculum should be written by South Dakota educators. Period. Importing a curriculum from a tiny Michigan “college” is an offense to the millions of us who have thrived under the teaching and guidance of thousands who call SD home.
148|B. Carlson SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
149|diana page | am thrilled the constitution is forthright in this proposal. Students need to be taught their rights and how it's the basis for everything we stand on.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

143|Pearl Aldrich These are not appropriate goals for a kindergartner.

144|NL Foust This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is both unconstitutional and age inappropriate on top of being biased, myopic and indoctrination.
145|Charles Kliche Ok

146|Sharon Kroontje ' Great!

Michael
147|Wollman
148|B. Carlson SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
149|diana page | recommend including the birth of Jesus as the basis for Christmas and hence the Christmas break. | also recommend including the POW flag in the room because it's the part of the history of the wars.
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

143

144
145

146}

Pearl Aldrich

NL Foust

Charles Kliche

This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is both unconstitutional and age inappropriate on top of being biased, myopic and indoctrination.

Ok

Sharon Kroontje ' Very good!

Michael
147|Wollman
148|B. Carlson SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
149|diana page add a POW flag in the room
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

164



143

144
145

146}

Pearl Aldrich

NL Foust

Charles Kliche

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is both unconstitutional and age inappropriate on top of being biased, myopic and indoctrination.

Ok

Sharon Kroontje | Great!

Michael
147|Wollman
148|B. Carlson SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
149|diana page add a POW flag in the room
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3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

143|Pearl Aldrich
This tosses in some indigenous topics while still being biased even in the basic framework it sets forth. It purposely skips over US
slavery while dropping in some white apologist everyone else did it style examples of slavery from everywhere but the US slave This grade level among others have an inappropriate obsession with Rome and the US as if they are they only history worthy of
trade. understanding. This again is part of the religious "classical" curriculum that is trying to pass as real education standards and has no
This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic and place in public education. This is religious "classical christian education” dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional,
144|NL Foust indoctrination. biased, myopic and indoctrination.
145|Charles Kliche Ok Ok
146|Sharon Kroontje ' Good! Good!
Michael
147|Wollman
SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return ' SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return
148|B. Carlson as a professional educator. as a professional educator.
149|diana page add a POW flag in the room add a POW flag in the room
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

143|Pearl Aldrich
The "world" history purported here is anything but. Two brief mentions of contact with the world outside of Europe and the US is not  There is one vague reference to the world outside of what otherwise appears to be a Sunday school lesson about the history of
world history. The rest of the year is more fawning over white christian men and their capitalist ambitions. This is religious "classical ' Christianity. This again, is something that belongs in religious education, not as any sort of serious public curriculum. This is religious
144|NL Foust christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic and indoctrination. “classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic and indoctrination.
145|Charles Kliche Ok Ok
146|Sharon Kroontje ' Good! Good!
Michael
147|Wollman
SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return ' SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return
148|B. Carlson as a professional educator. as a professional educator.
149|diana page add a POW flag in the room add a POW flag in the room
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143|Pearl Aldrich

144|NL Foust
145|Charles Kliche

146| Sharon Kroontje

Michael
147|Wollman

148|B. Carlson
149|diana page

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

This year at least touches on slavery but again purports some mythology and religious concepts on history that are inaccurate and
inappropriate in school curriculum. This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is
unconstitutional, biased, myopic and indoctrination.

Ok

Good!

SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return
as a professional educator.
add POW flag in the room

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

This has to be the strangest buffet of concepts so far. It skips over some obvious topics such as Jim Crow, while specifically picking
out the Hudson River School and Art Deco architecture to drop into history lessons. The portions on Marx are particularly skewed,
while the insertion of labor and womens rights are footnotes. The outlines of post WWII "prosperity" and societal change are
absolutely a set up for a very specific worldview.

This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic and
indoctrination.

Ok

Good!

SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return
as a professional educator.
add a POW flag in the room
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143|Pearl Aldrich

144|NL Foust
145|Charles Kliche

146| Sharon Kroontje

Michael

147|Wollman

148|B. Carlson
149|diana page

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

Again, world history gives two lines of content before going back into a Sunday school focused lesson on the history of christianity and the
Roman empire. This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic
and indoctrination.

Ok

Good!

SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return as a
professional educator.
add a POW flag in the room

9-12 - Economics

This isn't economics, this is an outline US style free market capitalism. Declaring all of
this as "economics" is a horrible disservice to students. The odd addition of "Marx" as a
stand in for all systems of communist or socialist economies is dishonest at best. This is
religious "classical christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is
unconstitutional, biased, myopic and indoctrination.

Personal finance, basic accounting, basic cash flow analysis, investments, time value of
money

Good!

SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to
SD for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
add a POW flag in the room

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

The "understanding of modern life" is curiously written. This year touches on racism but
when you spend the prior 8 years teaching some rather racist world views it seems a
pointless afterthought. Then it dives right back in to the mythology of US history. Toss in a
brief but safe bit about civil rights to pretend it is being covered. This is religious "classical
christian education" dressed up as education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased,
myopic and indoctrination.

Ok

Good!

SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD
for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
add a POW flag in the room
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143

144
145

146}

Pearl Aldrich

NL Foust

Charles Kliche

Sharon Kroontje  Good!

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

The curiously written list of modern life reappears. This includes a completely inaccurate characterization and explanation of the 2nd amendment. This covers some
essential topics but always does so with a very skewed worldview that doesn't belong in education standards. This is religious "classical christian education" dressed up as
education standards. It is unconstitutional, biased, myopic and indoctrination.

A good, serious Civics course is needed. Local gov ops, state gove ops, national gov ops, various types of gov, NGOs, Admin Agencies, Rules vs Laws.

Michael
147|Wollman
148|B. Carlson SD's proposed SS curriculum is serving to ensure that | can never bring my children to SD for their education, and | can never return as a professional educator.
149|diana page add a POW flag in the room
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Paula
150| Weeldreyer

151| Taylor Miner

152| Patriot

153| Melisa Bisenius

154|Jackie Richey

155|Andrea miller
156]Lila Scandrett

157|Marcus Nizza

158| Daniel O'Neill

K-12 Educator

Higher Education

All the above

K-12 Educator and Parent

K-12 Educator

Parent/Guardian
Retired K-8 Educator

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

Many of the standards in grade K-5 are NOT DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE. These standards are asking students to do and think about items that their brains are not ready for. Some examples are:

K.SS.3 and K.SS.4. Some of these people and symbols Kindergarten would enjoy learning about but the list is too long.

1st grade: primary and secondary source is something worked on in 5th grade. Also learning what major public buildings in Washington DC and their architectural styles may not be the best use of time. Reciting the Declaration of Independence and the Preamble from the US Constitution from memory and
understanding it, will be difficult when we have 1st graders still learning letters and sounds and starting to read. Geographic features are currently being taught in 4th grade.

1.8S.4. The student demonstrates knowledge of ancient civilizations in Asia, the Middle East, northern Africa, and the eastern Mediterranean Sea

And

1.88.5. The student demonstrates knowledge of the Roman Republic and the Roman Empire.

Not developmentally appropriate. These are the letters under it. These concepts happen in middle school and high. It would be above the reasoning of a 1st grader.

A. The student identifies the major cultural features, stories, and contributions of Ancient India, Babylon, and Ancient China. H

B. The student identifies the major cultural features, stories, and contributions of Ancient Egypt, including agriculture, hieroglyphic writing, and papyrus. H

C. The student explains the major historical events and stories of the ancient Hebrews.

D. The student identifies the major figures and stories within Greek mythology. H

E. The student tells the story of the Persian Wars, including the battles of Marathon and Thermopylae.

F. The student identifies the major cultural features and contributions of Athens, including pottery, architecture, sculpture, and democracy. HC

G. The student tells the story of the Peloponnesian War. H

H. The student tells the story of the conquests of Alexander of Macedon. H

A. The student tells the stories of the founding of Rome and of the Roman Republic. H

B. The student identifies the major cultural features and contributions of Rome, including in architecture, engineering, and government. HC

C. The student tells the story of the Punic Wars. H

D. The student tells the story of the Roman civil wars and the triumvirates. H

E. The students identifies key Roman Emperors and events of the Roman Empire. H

Much of what is in the American History portion for 1st grade is taught is 5th grade when they have an understanding of the information and can have a conversation about it.

In 2nd grade demonstrating understanding of the fall of the Rome and Middle Ages and the Renaissance is not developmentally appropriate. The American History portion is to in depth for a child of 2nd grade age.

3rd grade learning about 3.SS.4. The student demonstrates knowledge of ancient Greece and the Roman Republic. Is not developmentally appropriate for this age.

4th grade reciting lines from the Declaration of Independence and understanding them is not a good use of time. Learning about the Roman Empire and the Middle ages and the items within these standards are not a good use of time. Time is better spent in South Dakota History as our current standards read.
5th grade not sure it is important to learn about European geography and history. Our current standards, 5th grade is learning about The US and how we came to be. And the Struggles our Nation faced in its beginning years through the civil war.

| believe we need to take a look at the standard work that was done before this last go around. The standards proposed in 2019, 2020, that had teacher input, have some good changes that add information about our people from South Dakota and culture. | am not sure how we will be about to fund all the books or

Paula curriculum etc. that teachers will need to teach these new standards, and many are not developmentally appropriate.

150| Weeldreyer

151| Taylor Miner 0/10 American isn't about just white leaders.

152|Patriot Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe this
None of these standards are age or grade level appropriate. The content is divisive because most of it is done for political agenda and not what is best for students. Current social studies teachers in our state should have been included in writing these standards. Teachers would have to completely revamp what is
taught in their classrooms so when would that happen and how would they be compensated. | would be interested to know what curricular materials will be used. | would guess no textbooks include these standards...let alone at their designated grade level...and there is a reason for that - they are not age or content

153|Melisa Bisenius appropriate.

154|Jackie Richey

155|Andrea miller Na

156]Lila Scandrett Very thorough and well balanced

157|Marcus Nizza
| strongly support the new standards. In depth educational standards should be the norm and not feared. Nor should educators complain too difficult of standards would be hard on students and themselves.

158|Daniel O'Neill We want our students to be challenged in schools, not slow walked out the door in 11 years not prepared as they are now.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

Paula
150| Weeldreyer

151| Taylor Miner Make sure to go over small pots

152|Patriot Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe this

153| Melisa Bisenius

154|Jackie Richey

155|Andrea miller Na
156]Lila Scandrett Good content

157|Marcus Nizza

158| Daniel O'Neill
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Paula
150| Weeldreyer

151| Taylor Miner

152| Patriot

153| Melisa Bisenius

154|Jackie Richey

155|Andrea miller
156]Lila Scandrett

157|Marcus Nizza

158| Daniel O'Neill

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

What happened to American Indians during this time

Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe this

| am very disheartened that our state leaders would feel that these standards are appropriate, especially at the elementary level. | have been teaching for 22 years and teaching first
grade for 15 of those 22 years and | cannot imagine my students being able to comprehend and learn these new standards. | agree that the work done by the committee prior to
these were much more appropriate for our students. | cannot imagine the time needed and resources needed to teach these standards. I, myself, have not heard of many of the
topics that my own students would be expected to learn. At first grade, learning about rules, community, leaders, basic map skills are much more important than learning about things
such as the Pelopenisian and Punic wars. The idea of my students needing to memorize and recite the Preamble and lines from the Declaration of Independence is hard for me to
understand when they have trouble reciting common nursery rhymes.

Na

Good content

| reviewed what pertained to my child at his class level. He is excited to learn about the Pelepponesian war. We see no issues with the curriculum. The ideal that children get to learn
about the important moments that lead up to today. It's important.
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150

151

152

153

154

Paula
Weeldreyer

Taylor Miner

Patriot

Melisa Bisenius

Jackie Richey

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Make sure to include the world wide slave trade and Native Americans specifically In South Dakota. Mention the black hills land claim also known as the Sell or Starve act

Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe this

155 Andrea miller Na

ﬁ Lila Scandrett Good content

157} Marcus Nizza

158| Daniel O'Neill

11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

175



3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763 4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Paula
150| Weeldreyer
151| Taylor Miner make sure to include Native Americans. Waterlilly book by Ella Cara Deloria

Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone ' Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone

152|Patriot stupid enough to read, teach or believe this stupid enough to read, teach or believe this
153|Melisa Bisenius
154|Jackie Richey
155|Andrea miller Na Na
156]Lila Scandrett Good content Good content
157|Marcus Nizza
158| Daniel O'Neill
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150

151

152

153

154

155
156

157

158

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908 6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Paula
Weeldreyer
Make sure to teach them about how the philosophers got a lot of their ideas of what 'happiness' is from native Americans.
Taylor Miner Unlearning the language of conquest
Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone ' Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone
Patriot stupid enough to read, teach or believe this stupid enough to read, teach or believe this

Melisa Bisenius

Jackie Richey

Andrea miller Na Na
Lila Scandrett Good content Good content

Marcus Nizza

Daniel O'Neill
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Paula
150| Weeldreyer
make sure to include civil rights movements both African and Native American as well as include what America did to the Japanese

151| Taylor Miner Readings about slavery citizens during the Vietnam war. (concentration camps)

Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone ' Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone
152|Patriot stupid enough to read, teach or believe this stupid enough to read, teach or believe this
153|Melisa Bisenius
154|Jackie Richey
155|Andrea miller Na
156]Lila Scandrett Good content Good content
157|Marcus Nizza
158| Daniel O'Neill
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

Paula
150| Weeldreyer
| please include well detailed historical articles of mistreatment of native Americans and
151| Taylor Miner Make sure to include readings from other cultures/races other than white men. include Native Americans African Americans
Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to
Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone be rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe  Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be

152| Patriot stupid enough to read, teach or believe this this rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe this
153| Melisa Bisenius

154|Jackie Richey

155|Andrea miller Na Na Na

156]Lila Scandrett Good content Good content Good content

157|Marcus Nizza

158| Daniel O'Neill
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150

151

152

153

154

Paula
Weeldreyer

Taylor Miner

Patriot

Melisa Bisenius

Jackie Richey

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

Include the systematic failures such as Roe v Wade, the "sovereignty" American Indians have as well as point out "western" world views

Some of the worst curriculum I've ever seen. White nationalism cosplay pretending to be rigorous standards while degrading anyone stupid enough to read, teach or believe
this

155|Andrea miller Na

156]Lila Scandrett Good content

157|Marcus Nizza

158| Daniel O'Neill
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159
160

161

162

163

164

165

166

Nate Hall
Teri Rave

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Parent/Guardian
Grandparent

Natasha Dykstra Parent/Guardian

Ann Smith
Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
Bear

K-12 Educator

Both a parent and educator

Stephanie Ruter K-12 Educator

Heidi

PAULA
WEYDERT

Mary L. Green

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

Retired elementary teacher/Concerned S.D
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159
160

161

162

163

164

165

166

A C
Name Proposed Social Studies standards overall
As a product of the SF public schools, imagine my embarrassment when | attended my first history class at USD and learned a more nuanced view of our history (ex: Lincoln briefly supported a plan to send slaves back to Africa and wasn’t a proponent of full equality.) | do not support demonizing characters of history
but rather presenting a less dogmatic and more practical telling so that future humans can learn from mistakes, as well as accomplishments. My children, who are or will be products of the same school system, should be able to converse intelligently about historical facts without an overly patriotic glamour-shots view
Nate Hall nor a completely cynical self loathing. Present facts and let them decide. Also please focus on local government currently! How to start a resolution, vote for mayor, add public comment on a new development, etc.
Teri Rave | stand behind the South Dakota Dept of Education. Please reject these new standards by an out of state private organization.

Natasha Dykstra Please use the one created by educators from South Dakota. They have a better understanding of students in South Dakota and South Dakota life.

B L R S L T SR VIS AU SRV RO ST RoTos

1) The process: While the introduction states that South Dakota students deserve "civics and history instruction free from political agendas and activisim", the process by which these standards came forward appears to be part of a political agenda. The standards that were proposed immediately prior to this were
developed by a committee with a majority of the members representing South Dakota educators--in keeping with the process used for years with every other set of content standards. Experts from the South Dakota Department of Education facilitated the process. However, those standards were pulled with no
explanation given why and a new committee formed. The majority of the members of the new committee were not South Dakota educators and a facilitator who was not from South Dakota was hired to lead the process. The standards were not pulled because they were educationally inappropriate--they were pulled
because a political official wanted different standards in place.

2) Best practice in curriculum development: Effective instruction is carefully designed to fit with how students learn. When human beings learn, they move from the general to more specific. We learn to recognize four-legged, furry things are animals; then we distinguish between cats, dogs, cows, horses, etc. Then we
distinguish between German Shepherds, terriers, etc. Similarly, young children first learn about places -- their home, their community, their state, their region, their country, and finally their place in the world. These standards show no spiraling to support this foundational building of concepts that helps students come to
mastery and understanding. Rather, they read like a college syllabus that was taken apart and divided among the grades; chronological order is the driving factor and no consideration is given to the learner.

3) Available instructional resources: Because these standards diverge significantly from the National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies, finding instructional resources that align with the proposed standards will be a significant challenge. While it is understandable that resources may need to be developed to
teach South Dakota specific history and some areas of Native American history, districts should not be put in a position where age-appropriate resources that align with the majority of the standards are not available. My concern now circles back to my first concern: if Districts find that there is only one or possibly two
publishers who have the resources that suppport these standards, what is the relationship between those publishers and the people who were involved in developing the standards in the first place?

One thing that | do like about these standards is that Native American history and issues have been included at each grade level, as has South Dakota history. As with the other proposed standards, these would benefit from work with professional educators who know how students learn who could help with
Ann Smith organization to ensure the standards scaffold and spiral appropriately.
Dorothy
Aguilera-Black  There is an expectation of too much rote-memorization of facts and dates and very little critical thinking skills are in the standards. Learning about the Americas continent before 1492 is important yet missing from all grade levels. This relevant history since the Americas were already mapped as indigenous territories
Bear and forms of government previous to 1492.

Stephanie Ruter

Heidi We are more than happy to get together as a school and help revise the standards so they are developmentally appropriate.
PAULA As a veteran teacher of 43 years from grades 1-8 at some point, It is apparent to me that there were very few teachers or even educational research involved in the creation of these standards. They are developmentally inappropriate and have very little to do with enabling students to become critical thinkers. |
WEYDERT preferred the previous standards created by a large committee of dedicated educators, rather than this small, hand-picked committee to further Kristi Noem's political agenda.

As a retired South Dakota elementary teacher | am very concerned the proposed standards are not age appropriate and are too lengthy. | taught 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades for nearly 30 years. At the age of eight and nine many children are still struggling to name the city, county, state, and country they live in. Having a
Mary L. Green first grader memorize the Preamble to the Constitution seems ludicrous. | question the reasoning why a Hillsdale College professor was paid $200,000 to lead the standards committee and write our South Dakota social studies standards. | am against the adoption of these standards.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

161|Natasha Dykstra This is just to much information for Kindergarten to learn. Not only are they new to the idea of going to school, your asking them to remember information that most parents don't know. Also, the pressures of reading and math scores.

162|Ann Smith
[~ |Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165|Heidi

PAULA
166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green
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159
160

161

162

163

164

165

166

Nate Hall
Teri Rave

Natasha Dykstra

Ann Smith
Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
Bear

Stephanie Ruter

Heidi

PAULA
WEYDERT

Mary L. Green

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

Learning about the Americas continent before 1492 is important yet is not included here.

My students do not even know that they live in SD more less would have the capacity to grasp ancient wars in other parts of the world. These standards are not age appropriate and
for sure do not meet the students at where they are. These are unrealistic concepts for them to understand, and they will not understand them. Why are we pushing high
school/college concepts onto first graders. We need to update our standards for today's world. We should be focusing on community and mental health and coping skills.

Good: 1SS1: A, B, C, F, L, M, N, O (O is pushing it but at least there is a song in School House Rock)

1SS2: Would be more appropriate if they learned where they live (Earth, North America, USA, South Dakota, City, Street.) We have great lesson plans that include the book "Me on
the Map" and is developmentally appropriate for this age group.

And that should be all!
In first grade, we are still learning life skills like how to tie our shoes, how to be a team member, how to handle conflict, etc.

As much as we would love to spend more time doing science and social studies, we only have 40 min a week of instructional minutes. If we want to teach with fidelity and make sure
they understand the content, we will not be able to cover more than listed above.

| am happy to further explain my thinking and help plan content standards in the future.
Thanks for your consideration!
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159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

162|Ann Smith
[~ |Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165|Heidi

PAULA
166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

It's just to much information for them to remember. | believe all these standards are going to cause students to hate school and parents and educators are going to have a hard time keeping
161|Natasha Dykstra kids engaged.

Learning about the Americas continent before 1492 is important yet is not included here.
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159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

161|Natasha Dykstra

162|Ann Smith
[~ |Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165|Heidi

PAULA
166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Learning about the Americas continent before 1492 is important yet is not included here.

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Learning about the Americas continent before 1492 is important yet is not included here.

Memorizing part of the Declaration of Independence does not enable students to think critically about what the document means.
Research shows that developmentally, students learn starting with the concrete familiar and moving toward the abstract. All of the
world history standards are too general and too abstract for 4th graders. The American History standards remind me of 10th grade,

not 4th grade. Again, too many standards, too wide, no depth, out of a 4th graders developmental ability. Where did the study of the
state of SD go? 4th graders love learning about their state!
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

161|Natasha Dykstra

162|Ann Smith
[~ |Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165|Heidi

PAULA
166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Missing are the diverse perspectives versus influential ideas.
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

162|Ann Smith

Dorothy
Aguilera-Black

163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165

Heidi

PAULA

166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green

61| Natasha Dykstra

Learning about the Americas continent before 1492 is important yet is not included here.

8th Grade - America 1877-2008
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159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

161|Natasha Dykstra

162|Ann Smith
[~ |Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165|Heidi

PAULA
166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008

| did not see specifically the pre-contact history of indigenous peoples here.
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159|Nate Hall
160] Teri-Rave

161|Natasha Dykstra

162|Ann Smith
[~ |Dorothy
Aguilera-Black
163|Bear

164| Stephanie Ruter

165|Heidi

PAULA
166|WEYDERT

167|Mary L. Green

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

| didn't see included in this grade level, the details about how the founding fathers who wrote the US Constitution borrowed concepts from the Iroquois Confederacy's
constitution created well before they arrived in North America.
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

168|Audra Bormann K-12 Educator

169| carolyn Parent/Guardian

170|Laurie Lippert Concerned citizen/mental health therapist

171|Sam Markley Student

172|Jeanine Scheetz Parent/Guardian

173|Mick Zerr K-12 Educator

174|Jodi Waltman Parent/Guardian
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168|Audra Bormann

169|carolyn

170|Laurie Lippert

171|Sam Markley

172|Jeanine Scheetz

173|Mick Zerr

174|Jodi Waltman

A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

Overall, the standards are not age appropriate (throughout the elementary standards specifically) nor do they reflect the critical thinking skills we want to instill in our children. The sheer quantity of standards per grade level is too great an expectation for an educator to be able to cover in a school year. They are very
rigid and provide only a view of the world from one perspective - not one that is culturally diverse. It is disturbing K-12 educators from our own state were not the primary contributors to forming these standards.

If we want our kids to understand America and its founding, the standards must be based on truth. These standards meet that truth. In order to understand Western Civilization, the topic of Christianity will be brought up. Both Christianity and Jesus are the principals in which our country was founded on. Jesus was a
historical figure not only in the Bible but in Roman documents as well. Bringing up the fact that Christianity is the bedrock of Western civilization is not in anyway going to "convert" anyone to the religion itself. George Washington's Inaugural address and his thanksgiving day proclamation is full of Washington always
asking for Gods guidance, his forgiveness of transgressions, and his wisdom. Washington did not look to himself in some sort of pompous way. He acknowledges his failings as a man as well as the vertical relationship between man and the creator. Washington urged the people to always look to God, not government
( i.e. The declaration of independence).

when slavery is the topic, we should not shy away from it. It should be brought forth as the evil that it was. However, students must be taught the truth. Europeans were not hunting slaves in the jungles of Africa. It was other African tribes who warred with eachother who not only captured but sold Africans into slavery. It
is important to also note Anthony Johnson a black man in America who owned black slaves himself! He even went to court to keep his black slave a slave.

Also noteworthy, is that Native Americans owned slaves as well. Slavery was universal! every nation all across the earth engaged in slavery. It was a common practice, and accepted everywhere. It wasn't until white nations like Britain and America who spent millions of dollars and hundreds of thousands of lives (white
men ) who were killed in one of the most bloodiest wars , that finally brought slavery in America to its end.

Where the 13-15th Amendments were passed (by white men) who freed blacks from slavery, made black people citizens, and gave black men the right to vote.

Even still, Men like Frederick Douglas and Martin luther king, still believed in the hope and promise that America made that "all men are created equal" It was king who held America accountable by pointing to the constitution that gave blacks civil rights.

When the crusades are discussed , as they should be, students then too must know the basics of Islam to include Judaism. If we want the students to know the major 3 religions of the world, and why they warred against one another, we have to educate them on that too. Educating students on the principals of those
religions will not convert them. They are not being asked to recite the Lords Prayer or believe in the 5 pillars of Islam.

It is important that students be taught about the dangers of fascism and Communism and the violence that came along with it. They need to know that millions died in the name of communism by way of "progress". This includes the many countries who fell for the lies of communism and how those countries have been
destroyed.

America, with all her faults, is still the greatest country in the history of the world , and our kids deserve to know that.

These “standards” need to be redone with input mostly from educators, school boards, and experts in the field of learning and brain development, Not some fundie preacher from an out of state evangelical school of indoctrination.
| grew up in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. | went through the k-12 system and now study history education at USD.

These new standards are a disgrace all around. They tell teachers to explain that Progressive policies are to thank for ending child labor, improving food regulation, and improving safety standards (8.SS.3), but then tell teachers to explain how progressivism is in tension with America's founding principles (9-12.C.18).
Not only does this seem strangely contradictory, it also is in conflict with the idea that students should not be indoctrinated in our classrooms, and this seems to very much try to tell students that progressivism is inherently un-American.

| agree with the issues that educators have raised concerning these standards, they demand memorization instead of critical thinking. The amount of memorization that is required by young students by these standards is ridiculous and will continue to push students away from social studies and actually caring about
becoming a responsible citizen.

The standards reject the idea of teaching based on themes or through a lens, but those very methods of organizing historical events into a consistent pattern that can be applied over time is what caused me to love history. We cannot apply historical concepts and use them to better society if we are not allowed to
analyze the themes present throughout similar events. The Encomienda System in South America, the importation of the first slave to the American Colonies, and Jim Crow Laws all have clear themes that show a consistent pattern. Failing to acknowledge this pattern means that we will fail to become better citizens
and community members.

The way that these standards were made shows a strong contempt for educators in South Dakota, and the more that teachers are demonized in this state the more that this state and the students will lose out on expert teachers and quality education. From personal experience, | see myself considering a different
state to teach in due to these standards. These standards should be scrapped, and the state should listen to what teachers in this state have to say.

The proposed SS Standards lack diverse perspective. The effects of historical events need to be examined from multiple perspectives to be accurate and comprehensive. Although the committee tasked with developing the proposed standards includes 3 people of Native heritage and perspective (essential to learn
about SD culture) it lacks individuals of African, Asian, and Hispanic descent (essential for a comprehensive understanding of American and World culture, history, geography, and all other aspects of K-12 Social Studies). Our students are diverse. We need these standards to reflect this diversity and this can only be
achieved with a diverse standards development committee. So disappointed in the politicization of South Dakota Public Education.

As a chairman of the largest public school social studies staff in the state, | had been a participant in a few social studies state revisions, and none of them have been involved in politics or interference from a governor or a governor's staff. All the revision groups were composed of teachers, administrators, principals,
and a few state education staff. Any suggestions and corrections were dealt with fairly, with outcomes acceptable to all parties. To have a revision committee disbanded because it disagreed with a governor who is pushing a revision put together by a super-conservative, non-public education group from some
questionable college is totally unacceptable. School boards, educational groups, and school administrators should simply tell the governor that the purposed revision standards from the outside group should be scrapped and the original committee reinstated. Political interference in public education is not what South
Dakota is all about, and such actions can only lead to educational disasters.

As a homeschool mom, | would consider enrolling my children in the public school should these standards be implemented and the proper curriculums be purchased. The standard's content is excellent, comprehensive, and thorough. | like the idea that people from all areas were included in the process of writing these
standards. | feel these standards move us back to the proper way we should teach our children about history. | sincerely urge these standards be implemented and | wholeheartedly support them. It would be a wonderful thing for the children of South Dakota.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

168|Audra Bormann

169 carolyn Great way to introduce students to the founding of America

170|Laurie Lippert Too young developmentally for memorization. At that age, it will be forgotten in a matter of weeks.

171|Sam Markley

172|Jeanine Scheetz  Standards are not age appropriate for this age group and do not correlate to brain development.

173|Mick Zerr

174|Jodi Waltman Excellent
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

168|Audra Bormann

169|carolyn

170|Laurie Lippert Too young developmentally for nothing but memorization.

171|Sam Markley

172|Jeanine Scheetz  Standards are not age appropriate for this age group and do not correlate to brain development.

173|Mick Zerr

174|Jodi Waltman Excellent
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168

169

170

171

172

173

174

Audra Bormann

carolyn

Laurie Lippert

Sam Markley

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Same as above

Jeanine Scheetz Standards are not age appropriate for this age group and do not correlate to brain development.

Mick Zerr

Jodi Waltman

Excellent
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173

168|Audra Bormann

170|Laurie Lippert Same as above

172

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

The expectations laid forth in these standards are ridiculously age inappropriate. Starting from the beginning - quite simply wanting
them to spell major cities names correctly, you have not worked with this age group. Many will not be able to do that - and that is one
of the "easiest" things to do in this grade level's standards. | cannot think of any reason why 10 year olds need to know about the
Roman Empire to the detail as described. The Middle Ages - they have no reference point from which to even begin to understand
that content. They don't understand how the world was different when their grandparents were young much less something that has
no bearing on their life. The proposed standards dance an interesting line with the separation of church/state. Children will have
questions - are educators going to be allowed and supported to answer those questions? | do not believe they need to regurgitate
the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution. Being able to recite something does not mean you understand it. We are
constantly trying to work AWAY from memorization - these standards do not do that. There are few to no higher order thinking skills.
Fourth grade has historically been a time to learn South Dakota history, the proposed standards do away with that and do not reflect
the cultural diversity that has shaped our country.

169|carolyn

The need for the beginning of how to analyze data, think critically, and offer one’s own thoughts on a subject should be underway.

171|Sam Markley

174

Jeanine Scheetz Standards are not age appropriate for this age group and do not correlate to brain development. Standards are not age appropriate for this age group and do not correlate to brain development.
Mick Zerr
Jodi Waltman Excellent

Excellent
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168|Audra Bormann

169|carolyn

170|Laurie Lippert

171|Sam Markley

172|Jeanine Scheetz

173|Mick Zerr

174|Jodi Waltman

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

More of the above.

Standards are not age appropriate for this age group and do not correlate to brain development.

Excellent

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Healthy debate from multiple perspectives offers the best chance to learn the valuable skill of looking at multiple viewpoints.

Excellent

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

197



168|Audra Bormann

169|carolyn

170|Laurie Lippert

171|Sam Markley

172|Jeanine Scheetz

173|Mick Zerr

174|Jodi Waltman

7th Grade - America 1492-1877 8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Developmentally, viewpoints are getting solidified. The development of conscience and empathy are nearly complete. Now the art of Creating uninformed and ignorant budding young adults is the risk here. At this point in these “standards” for curriculum, we are in
debate, subject analysis, and expression need to be part of education. This provides society with informed and prepared future grave danger of enabling ignorance and stupidity in the future generation. SD already does not shine in test scores and graduation
participants. rates. These ill advised and educationally bankrupt standards will not help.

Excellent Excellent
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171

172

173

170

168|Audra Bormann

169|carolyn

Laurie Lippert

Sam Markley

Jeanine Scheetz

Mick Zerr

174

Jodi Waltman

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

Too late. See above

Excellent

9-12 - Economics

Too late. See above

Excellent

- United States History 1492-2008

Too late. See above

Excellent
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168|Audra Bormann

169|carolyn

170|Laurie Lippert

171|Sam Markley

172|Jeanine Scheetz

173|Mick Zerr

174|Jodi Waltman

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

How many voters can name the three branches of government? Can the people our governess appointed to come up with “standards” for everyone pass a basic
government exam. Does the governess have an issue with how she was educated?

Excellent
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

175| Christi Schmidt K-12 Educator

176|Chelsea Stills Parent/Guardian

Rachel
177|Bonnema Parent/Guardian
178 Alyssa Parent/Guardian

179| Taylor Thyen K-12 Educator

CRST Education Committee Chairwoman

Merrie Miller-
180| White Bull

181|Lori Langdeaux Parent/Guardian
182]Jill Sieh K-12 Educator
183| Valarie Hower Grandparent

184|Sue Brokmeier K-12 Educator

185| Brittany Williams American Atheists

186|Dr. Tim H Creal retired educator

Michael
187|Catalano not listed
188| Chris Hood not listed
[~ | Tammie
189|McKenzie not listed
[~ |Don and Arla
190|Baker not listed
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall
| | don’t understand why our governor and DOE chose to change a process for updating standards that has been in place and successful for many years by primarily Educators, the profession that has the experts in this field and child development in their respective teaching levels to create appropriate standards. As a
first grade teacher, these standards are too numerous and too advanced for the child’s age developmentally. 1st graders can barely understand life in our country 50 to 100 years ago, and struggle to visualize the vast size of our world. We get 20 mins perhaps 3 days a week for this class so these are not practical
175| Christi Schmidt and can’'t be mastered to the level each is written. | support learning more about Native Americans in our state, but resources for this age level are scarce so need to be created and provided to teachers.
176|Chelsea Stills The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.
[ |Rachel
177|Bonnema These standards are developmentally inappropriate and need to be changed. Please get educators who are trained PROFESSIONALS
[178|Alyssa
[179| Taylor Thyen These standards are not age appropriate at all. They are too high for younger students and these students will struggle with trying to even grasp what we are trying to teach. Please consider not accepting these and keeping the current standards. Again, these are not age appropriate.
The Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe (CRST) submits this letter in response to the 2nd set of proposed SD K-12 Social Studies curriculum standards that were released last month and are currently under review and comment. 1. The State of South Dakota has a legal obligation to consult with the Cheyenne River Sioux
Tribe and other Tribes regarding the revision of the K-12 Education curricula. SDCL 1-54-5 states that "It is the policy of the state to consult with a tribal government regarding the conduct of state government programs which have the potential of affecting tribal members on the reservation." To date the State of South
Dakota has not reached out to the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe's government to consult, seek input, receive feedback, and otherwise meaningfully dialogue with the Tribe regarding proposed revisions to any state educational standards. 2. CRST supported the recommendations made by the first convening of
education experts to revise the K-12 Social Studies curriculum standards. The work of the initial 40-person Workgroup was a broad-based, fact-based, objective, and it should be the standards that are utilized by the SD Department of Education. When the State convened 44 educators, historians, and others to
review, among other subjects, the K-12 Social Studies curriculum, CRST supported the State in its endeavor to develop, update and revise the curriculum standards. CRST even allowed its education experts to engage in the workgroups. Then-DOE Secretary Sanderson addressed the initial workgroup, saying that
the workgroup would need the diversity of the voices in the workgroup. She encouraged all participants to be the positive in the work, analyze the data both on the state and national levels, develop SD goals, be active and aware citizens and identify the gaps in the standards. She had also previously stated the Oceti
Sakowin Essential Understandings would be embedded in the Social Studies standards in the next revision cycle.The group was aware that there was a lot of interest in this Social Studies standards revision work - a lot of assumptions, uneasiness, and politics. The Workgroup discussed the gaps in the Native
American aspect of the standards, and the need to include more of the true and factual history as it happened, particularly in South Dakota. The Workgroup came together, learned together, and provided a revised and updated version of the Social Studies Standards to the Department of Education that had full
consensus. It included the Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings. The work of the initial 44-person Workgroup was a broad-based, fact-based, objective, and it should be the standards that are utilized by the SD Department of Education. 3. The second set of proposed standards lacks inclusion of objective,
factbased events and instead paints an inaccurate portrait of Indigenous peoples. We encourage teaching factual history. If the State is going to teach history in its K-12 educational system, you must teach it with honesty and integrity. The State has yet to tell the true history of the Native American people who were the
first to inhabit the territory of what is now called South Dakota. The proposed standards are not a comprehensive, accurate, factual history. Why does the State continue to deny the actual, real events that happened in our state, which led to the formation of the State? Similarly, there is no mention of modernday events
that are shaping the course of our society as we speak. For example, where is the inclusion of the event that took place at Standing Rock with the Native and non-Native water protectors attempting to keep the State's main source of water clean for all to use? Why do we teach the history of Mt. Rushmore and little of
the Wounded Knee massacre? The references to Native Americans in the proposed standard incorrectly paints Native Americans as heathen, war-like figures relegated to the pages of history. This portrayal contributes to more negative connotations against Native people. If there is going to be discussion in K-12
schools about Jesus of Nazareth, why is there not similar space and time devoted to Native American religious beliefs, or the religious beliefs of other societies around the world? If the Social Studies standards would reflect a fact-based, accurate, and comprehensive history of the State, it would educate all students
and dispel the myths in our state history. Scrubbing the State's K-12 Social Studies curriculum of the true past and instead filling children's heads with fanciful and incorrect notions about the supposed superiority of 1776-minded America is setting those children up for failure when they step out of the classrooms and
into the real America. The scrubbing of the Social Studies standards is yet another form of institutional racism and Native American holocaust that the leaders of this state have tried for generations to subtly perpetuate through State-sanctioned educational systems. Racism has influenced policy throughout state
Merrie Miller- history. If a true accounting of the State's history is taught - one that describes the atrocities and deceit that Native Americans endured - with a sense of learning rather than judgment, guilt, or defense, reconciliation and healing may credibly occur within our State. Finally. For all these reasons, we want the State of
180| White Bull South Dakota to record our profound rejection of the proposed Social Studies standards and strongly oppose their approval and implementation unless the original recommendations are re-instated and a more accurate account of the Native American experience in South Dakota is included.
181|Lori Langdeaux Will cause undue burden to teachers, student and parents. This will make graduation harder to obtain. This does not prepare children for the future. Let teachers teach. Politics need to stay out of the school system.
[182]Jill Sieh
[183| Valarie Hower  Ridiculous. All members of committee should have been SD teachers/principles. Not some old religious “nut.”
184|Sue Brokmeier Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying to cast a broad net over so many topics.
| ATIEIILAll AUIEISLS, U UETIAI UL IS CUTISULUETILS 11 QUULTT dnRULd, WILED 1I UPPUSILUIT W UIE ZUZZ SULIAI SIUUIESS SLaludiud | OLaliudius ) PIUPUSEU Uy UIE OQUULT UdRULD DUIU Ul CUULAUUILL T THE OLdlHUdiUd> PUl PpUSEIUIY THUIUUE UHITSUAI T auulidist Hallduves uidl di€ 11Swiitaily ihdululdile diiu 1S1yiuusly CUEIUIVE. 111 IS CUTTETIL IV, UIESE Oldiiuaiud>
not only undermine history education, they undermine the religious liberty of young people in South Dakota, including religious minorities and nonreligious students, by presenting a false and religious motivated version of history. We strongly urge you to reject provisions of the proposed Standards that unjustifiably further Christian nationalist
narratives, at the expense of student education. American Atheists is a national civil rights organization that works to achieve religious equality for all Americans by protecting what Thomas Jefferson called the “wall of separation” between government and religion created by the First Amendment. We strive to create an environment where atheism
and atheists are accepted as members of our nation’s communities and where casual bigotry against our community is seen as abhorrent and unacceptable. We promote understanding of atheists through education, outreach, and community-building and work to end the stigma associated with being an atheist in America. As advocates for
religious liberty, American Atheists believes that no young person should be subjected to religious coercion by the government. First, it is critical to note that significant portions of these Standards reflect Christian nationalist language similar to that used by Project Blitz in model legislation. Project Blitz is a multistate Christian nationalist campaign
intended to promote the false and deceptive narrative that America was founded as a Christian nation.2 This campaign employs the language of “religious freedom” to attack the very heart of religious freedom: the separation of religion and government guaranteed by the United States Constitution. Christian nationalism is a harmful ideology that
185|Brittany Williams falsely claims that America was founded as a Christian nation, that individuals are not truly members of our society unless they are Christian, and that Christian ideals should be favored over other beliefs and principles.3 We implore you not to allow special interests to impose this political agenda on South Dakota’s public schools. The United States
| | am writing in reference to the new proposed social studies standards currently under consideration. | want to preface my comments with the fact that though | was a long time educator in SD (teacher and administrator) | spent my teaching time in mathematics and not social studies. | am fearful that US History will be
watered down and not taught as it really happened. | feel this is due to the false premise that “Critical Race Theory” (whatever one thinks that is) is the focus of teachings in SD schools. Having spent 33 years in education and having worked with multitudes of social science educators | have never seen or heard of
anyone teaching CRT as | understand the meaning. | don’t believe you will find it anywhere in school curriculums. | see this entire CRT concept as nothing more than a political issue.
What | hope for is: History will be taught as history happened...what actually happened and why. If people are offended by what actually happened maybe we will all learn from it and not repeat the mistakes from our historical past. Teachers will not be hamstrung by a set of standards that limits students learning
opportunities. There are many inquisitive students who will likely ask questions and if teachers are limited by politically motivated standards students learning will suffer. So | ask...what are we afraid of?l believe the standards should be developed and evaluated by SD educators, not by out-of-staters who have little
understanding of SD values and others that have spent little time in a classroom. This should not be a politically motivated issue. State leadership, starting with the Governor, should respect educators can develop and teach standards and will provide a quality learning environment that is truthful and fulfilling. Please
186|Dr. Tim H Creal 'remove politics from this process and allow educators to do their job. Thank you for your time.
| am writing to object to the standards proposed by Governor Noem on several grounds. First, the drafting of standards process should be left to professionals, not politicians. The governor has inserted herself inappropriately into this process. Secondly, her characterization of these standards as representing true and
honest history is inaccurate. In being informed to a great extent by the Hillsdale College curriculum, her specific inclusions and exclusions in these standards are better characterized as jingoistic propaganda rather than accurate history and social studies. Thirdly, the standards give short shrift to certain topics and
Michael place other topics at inappropriate grade levels. | understand racism can be a controversial topic. But these standards inappropriately excise out the accurate story of the role of race, both with respect to African and Native Americans, in the history of the United States. It is even more troubling that this is being done in
187| Catalano a rather obvious attempt at partisan pandering.
| Per the deadline for the Social Studies curriculum, I'm bummed the | missed it. | delayed too long. Please know that I'm very excited about the new curriculum. My Great Great Great Grandma escaped the Trail of Tears and | saw that will be covered repeatedly and want to encourage our ancestry! Very cool! Have a
188| Chris Hood great weekend!
[~ | Tammie
189|McKenzie | have read the Proposed Social Studies it looked good. So are the current standards including such things CRT, Gender, SEL. | was told that certain people have responded to this with large numbers. | want to make an informed response.
[~ |Don and Arla
190|Baker Just a note to let you know we defend the proposed curriculum.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

175| Christi Schmidt

176|Chelsea Stills The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.
Rachel

177|Bonnema This is WAY too much information for a 5/6 year old to have to learn and be proficient. Ridiculous to expect that of a young child.

178|Alyssa

179| Taylor Thyen These standards are not age appropriate.

Merrie Miller-
180| White Bull

181|Lori Langdeaux This unacceptable to expect a kindergartener to know. They barley know to write their names in kindergarten, and now they will be expected to identify symbols of America, people and name different things on a map.
182]Jill Sieh
183| Valarie Hower

184|Sue Brokmeier Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying to cast a broad net over so many topics.

185|Brittany Williams

186|Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
187|Catalano

188| Chris Hood
[~ | Tammie
189|McKenzie
[~ |Don and Arla
190|Baker
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

175| Christi Schmidt
The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by

176|Chelsea Stills educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

Rachel There is no way in the world, my 1st grader would be able to memorize and recite the preamble. | find these standards to be absurd. Let kids be kids and stop putting more pressure
177|Bonnema on them.
178 Alyssa The proposed social studies standards are not age appropriate for this grade level.
179| Taylor Thyen These standards are not age appropriate.

Merrie Miller-
180| White Bull

Again, expecting children to memorize the preamble to the constitution, intro to the Declaration of Independence, know about the roman empire, AND American history. Again, most

181|Lori Langdeaux kids can barely tie their shoes in 1st grade.
182]Jill Sieh This is beyond developmentally appropriate for first grade. We need to keep it simple not go into learning about Asia or Rome.
183| Valarie Hower
184|Sue Brokmeier Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying to cast a broad net over so many topics.
185|Brittany Williams
186|Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
187|Catalano
188| Chris Hood

Tammie
189|McKenzie

Don and Arla
190|Baker
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175| Christi Schmidt

176|Chelsea Stills
[~ |Rachel
177|Bonnema
[178| Alyssa

[779| Taylor Thyen

Merrie Miller-
180| White Bull

181|Lori Langdeaux
182]Jill Sieh
183| Valarie Hower

184| Sue Brokmeier

185|Brittany Williams

186|Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
187|Catalano

188| Chris Hood
[~ | Tammie
189|McKenzie
[~ |Don and Arla
190|Baker

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by educators of all
levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

Terrible. Way too much information to be expected of a 2nd Grade learner. There is not enough time in a school day to get a meaningful amount of time dedicated to social studies.

These standards are not age appropriate.

Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying to cast a broad net over so many topics.
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175]

177
178
179

150

151
122
153

184

185

186

167
162

189

Christi Schmidt

176|Chelsea Stills

Rachel
Bonnema
Alyssa
Taylor Thyen

Merrie Miller-
White Bull

Lori Langdeaux
Jill Sieh
Valarie Hower

Sue Brokmeier

Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
Catalano

Chris Hood
Tammie
McKenzie
Don and Arla

190

Baker

Brittany Williams

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content
standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota. standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

No. No.

These standards are not age appropriate. These standards are not age appropriate.

Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying ' Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying
to cast a broad net over so many topics. to cast a broad net over so many topics.
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175]

177
178
179

150

151
122
153

184

185

186

167
162

189

Christi Schmidt

176|Chelsea Stills

Rachel
Bonnema
Alyssa
Taylor Thyen

Merrie Miller-
White Bull

Lori Langdeaux
Jill Sieh
Valarie Hower

Sue Brokmeier

Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
Catalano

Chris Hood
Tammie
McKenzie
Don and Arla

190

Baker

Brittany Williams

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content
standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota. standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

No. No.

These standards are not age appropriate. These standards are not age appropriate.

Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying Too much! Please allow for in - depth learning so we can truly help build good citizens. Realistic quality is more important than trying t
to cast a broad net over so many topics.
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175| Christi Schmidt

176|Chelsea Stills
[~ |Rachel
177|Bonnema
[178| Alyssa

[779| Taylor Thyen

Merrie Miller-
180| White Bull

181|Lori Langdeaux
182]Jill Sieh
183| Valarie Hower

184|Sue Brokmeier

185|Brittany Williams

186|Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
187|Catalano

188| Chris Hood
[~ | Tammie
189|McKenzie
[~ |Don and Arla
190|Baker

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content
standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

No.

) cast a broad net over so many topics.

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content
standards need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

No.
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175| Christi Schmidt

176|Chelsea Stills
[~ |Rachel
177|Bonnema
[178| Alyssa

[779| Taylor Thyen

Merrie Miller-
180| White Bull

181|Lori Langdeaux
182]Jill Sieh
183| Valarie Hower

184|Sue Brokmeier

185|Brittany Williams

186|Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
187|Catalano

188| Chris Hood
[~ | Tammie
189|McKenzie
[~ |Don and Arla
190|Baker

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content standards
need to be created and developed by educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

No.

9-12 - Economics

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the
learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by
educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.

- United States History 1492-2008

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the
learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by
educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.
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175]

176
177

178
179

150
181

iz
EEE

184

185

186

167
162
189

190

Christi Schmidt

Chelsea Stills
Rachel
Bonnema
Alyssa

Taylor Thyen

Merrie Miller-
White Bull

Lori Langdeaux
Jill Sieh
Valarie Hower

Sue Brokmeier

Brittany Williams

Dr. Tim H Creal

Michael
Catalano

Chris Hood
Tammie
McKenzie
Don and Arla
Baker

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

The proposed social studies are developmentally inappropriate and will not meet the learning needs of students. All content standards need to be created and developed by
educators of all levels who are currently teaching in South Dakota.
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191

192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

retired teacher

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian

Grandparent

Grandparent

Resident and Parent of adult children

School board member
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2 LEWE

191|Annette Roby

192|Matt Abdouch

193|Jenna Peters

Florence
194| Thompson

195|Barbara Weate

196| Lauri Davis

197|Darrell Vig

Proposed Social Studies standards overall

| am from Watertown, SD and plan to attend Monday’s meeting in Aberdeen. I'm a retired teacher and I'm very concerned about what is going on in our state and/with education; in particular, the new proposed social studies standards. But one question that stands out in my mind, and | will most likely address this on
Monday, is why are these meetings being held on Mondays at 9:00 am? Can you, or your committee, be prepared to address this question? My thought is, if you are concerned and interested in what educators and parents are thinking and have to say why are these meetings being held when it's nearly impossible for
them to attend. | would think if your department is truly concerned about the education of our young people in SD you would hold these meetings when the educators and the parents can more easily be in attendance. | hope to get this question answered. | am looking forward to Mondays meeting.

| am writing as a parent of students at O'Gorman High School as well as Harrisburg North Middle School. | would like to present an article for your review written in favor of the proposed changes to the state's social studies curriculum. https://thefederalist.com/2022/09/20/south-dakota-is-debating-what-could-be-the-
best-k-12-history-curriculum-in-the-country/ | am strongly in favor of the proposed changes after thoroughly conducting my own research from those in favor as well as those not in favor.

As the author of the article points out, "South Dakota’s constitution rightly observes, “The stability of a republican form of government depend[s] on the morality and intelligence of the people.” It further states some very alarming facts such as: The latest National Assessment of Educational Progress results, from
2018, show just 15 percent of eighth graders are “proficient” in U.S. history. Just one-quarter of eighth graders rated “proficient” or “advanced” in their civics knowledge on that test. It would be very hard to argue that the current standards are successful based on the above statistics. It seems to me that the most
ardent objectors to these changes are ignoring such facts and instead basing their arguments on political motivations rather than what is best for our children and their futures. | appreciate the time and effort the board puts into educating our children. Thank you for your time, service, and consideration.

| am not in favor of these new standards. As a 6-12 English/Language Arts teacher and a mother of a 1st grader and 5th grader, | am wondering where we are to find the time to teach all of these standards along with the Math, ELA, and Science standards. It's just not reasonable. | would love for our kids to learn
about all of these concepts, ideas, historical figures, wars, etc. but it's just not reasonable or fair to put that expectation on these kids.
Very favorable. The proposed standards will bring us back in the right direction to true, public Education.

Guiding Principles

#10. Political activism was brought in with the Common Core Standards. | agree it should have no place in the K-12 Curriculum.
(Common Core Compliant testing should also be scrapped.)

#9. Agreed. We should not be hyper-inflating children's egos by calling them little scientists, etcetera. Students must first master the basics skills, the information and the discipline of a subject before they are mature enough for research.

#8. Inquiry-based learning, If overused, wastes students' valuable learning time and dumbs them down.
They are constantly having to reinvent the wheel. This results in denying the individual student full and efficient access to the rich heritage of knowledge which should be available to them through our public schools.

The breadth and depth of studies identified in these standards are wonderful at every level. | look forward to seeing them implemented. Thank you for the good efforts to put together such a strong package!

| have reviewed the proposed social studies standards for each grade and | support the way it builds upon the knowledge learned in prior grades. It takes a balanced approach to the history of our country, our government, and the legal system in order to educate and not indoctrinate our children. This is a positive step
towards giving South Dakota students a better understanding of what it means to be a citizen of this great country. With these standards in place it be would very interesting to provide a typical U.S. Citizenship Test, given during the naturalization process, to our 12th grade students to see how they fair in comparison.
The pass rate for naturalization applicants is 91% as of May 2021 so one has to wonder how well our South Dakota students would currently do on such a test. ( See https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship-resource-center/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test/applicant-performance-on-the-
naturalization-test-may-2021)

While there's significant amounts of good material in the proposed standards, it seems poorly written, incorrectly adapted to the different grade levels, and missing input from "boots on the ground " teachers who teach the elementary and secondary education students. The proposed standards contain improper
definitions, overlook important topics, and lack clarification on many aspects. The proposed standards appear to be written by college professors who aren't familiar with teaching elementary, middle school, and high school students at levels the students can understand and comprehend the material.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

191|Annette Roby

192|Matt Abdouch

193|Jenna Peters

Florence
194| Thompson

195|Barbara Weate  Great Social Studies Introduction

196| Lauri Davis

197|Darrell Vig
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191

192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

| have a 1st grader and when | looked at these standards, | was shocked. The idea that he is to know some of these standards that are so complex is crazy to me. In 1st grade, he is
focusing on reading and basic math so that when he gets older, he can read the history books and learn about these aspects of history. | like that he knows the importance of the flag
and directions, but why does he need to know about Ancient China, India, and Babylon? He can barely read. That seems extensive and will probably not happen. Also, why does he
need to know about triangle trade? My 5th grader learned about that last year in 4th grade. That seems much more reasonable. These standards are not reasonable.

Barbara Weate So great to include study and memorization of the Preamble of our Constitution

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig
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191

192

193

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate Studies in several grades include comparisons of different ways of life and religions throughout the world

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig
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191

192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

| think students in all grades will benefit from the way South Dakota history and characteristics fit into the overall story of America.
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191

192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908 6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

| have a 5th grader that gets straight As in school. He often tells me about what he learns in class especially when it comes to Math
and Social Studies. | would love for him to learn all these things, but there is not enough hours in the day for him to learn all of these
standards in 5th grade. I'm flabbergasted that someone would think these standards are doable. | want my son to learn as much as
he can, but | also want the expectations to be reasonable. I'm wondering if the people that wrote these standards have ever had kids
or ever set foot in a K-12 public school.

Blending knowledge of indigenous people beliefs and history with world wide and American studies will help students to better
understand how everything fits together.

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig
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191

192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate why things have happened and give them better skills for making good decisions in their own lives.

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

So many topics in these standards at each grade level should provide great critical thinking skills to help our students understand
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191

192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig

9-12 - Economics

Economic principles should be taught at all levels, such as individual rights to own
property, i.e. no more putting everyone's crayons in a communal box in Kindergarten.

#G Should be reworded to include something like: the laws protect the individual's
RIGHT to private property, i.e. The Pursuit Of Happiness. Which frees them to produce
a profit/surplus and manage that surplus as they see fit.

- United States History 1492-2008
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192

193

Annette Roby

Matt Abdouch

Jenna Peters

194

Florence
Thompson

195

Barbara Weate

196

Lauri Davis

197

Darrell Vig

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

198| Lexi Johnson

199|Judith Wright

Steven
200| Scarbrough

201|Emily Kranz

202| Sandee Tucker

203|Ann Mehlhaff

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

Retired Educator, Masters in Curriculum
(UMN)

Higher Education

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian
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2 LEWE

198| Lexi Johnson

Proposed Social Studies standards overall

Way to wordy and advanced for each grade level and ability level

199|Judith Wright

Please, please, please say no to these standards. As an educator | value the educational standards of nationally accredited institutions of learning and the expertise of trained educators. The creators of these standards lack both aside from a few teachers (I believe there were three). What a slap in the face of those
who actually teach children. The fact these standards have been even proposed is just another affront to the teaching profession as | am yet to meet even ONE educator and ANY level that thinks these standards are anything but political maneuvering. The cost of our students’ education and well being is too high to
pay for political pandering. Please do the moral thing, and listen to educators and the public on what they want represented in the standards. Say no to this political agenda and remember what'’s best for students.

Steven
200| Scarbrough

These standards do not seem to be spiralled. Concepts do not match the cognitive age level in nearly every level and limit a variety of learning preferences. They are this not acceptable. Contact me for more info.

201|Emily Kranz

202| Sandee Tucker

203|Ann Mehlhaff

As a whole, these standards are absurd. Elementary standards equate to college-level content. Put actual educators who work with K-12 students daily on the standards committee as is standard practice. The wide removal of state certified teachers from the committee is appalling. Blooms taxonomy of standards is

not appropriate for grade levels. Influence of Christianity religion is overwhelming. Lack of Native American history in South Dakota is a complete white-washing of state history. As someone who is heavily involved in education on a k-12 and higher education level, | cannot fathom what a waste of time and money this
process was that lacked involvement from key stakeholders. Start over and do better.

Noem is a White Supremacist Hypocritical Killing Authoritarian Governor. Noem only cares foe herself & money. Noem only uses Native American for photo-ops.but has tried to get rid of them in the history books. Noem wants them removed from the Federal land that they were given that she has no rights to or laws
over. Noem is changing Social Studies for Political Points & not for the children.

The standards were created in good faith by a number of people with varied backgrounds who take local history, geography, and government seriously. Let's raise the bar for the next generation; adopt these standards and continue to improve where needed. Thanks to all who worked so hard on this project.
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198

Lexi Johnson

199

Judith Wright

200

Steven
Scarbrough

201

Emily Kranz

202

Sandee Tucker

203

Ann Mehlhaff

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

| teach K-12 Spanish, high school English and High School English. Having taught kindergartners for years the thought of having to teach such higher level thinking concepts to such a young group of kids would actually be comical if it weren't so
scary. The question would become, do you want kids to learn math, English, science, art and music, or only social studies standards. This content is NOT age appropriate to the brain development and abilities of students in kindergarten. Early
elementary is a time to foster a love of learning and school rather than push course work that would be too challenging and frankly inappropriate to talk about with such a young group. Please don'’t let political agendas dictate the needs of the
classroom but rather the students. Please do the MORAL thing here and reject these standards.

Overreach of Authoritarian Governor
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

198

Lexi Johnson

199

Judith Wright

200

Steven
Scarbrough

201

Emily Kranz

202

Sandee Tucker

203

Ann Mehlhaff

Again these standards are laughable at their complexity. First graders are supposed to recite the Preamble by memory? Seriously? I'm all about fostering pride for our country as my
father is a Westpoint graduate and | spent my youth moving with the military. Route memorization is not the way. If anything you will breed dissent amongst the public as a result of
their children coming home in tears over having to learn inappropriate content for the age of this student group. Please say no to these standards.

Forcing kids to learn about Christianity from an Authoritarian Governor
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198

Lexi Johnson

199

Judith Wright

200

Steven
Scarbrough

201

Emily Kranz

202

Sandee Tucker

203

Ann Mehlhaff

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Again, these standards are clearly motivated by politics rather than the needs of our students. Not age appropriate for the grade level.

Forcing kids to learn about Christianity from an Authoritarian Governor
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198

Lexi Johnson

199

Judith Wright

200

Steven
Scarbrough

201

Emily Kranz

202

Sandee Tucker

203

Ann Mehlhaff

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Forcing kids to learn about Christianity from an Authoritarian Governor

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

4th Grade should mostly be about learning more about Regions in America and more about South Dakota.

Being able to recite large portions of famous documents does not teach them about those documents. We do not say half of those
words in normal conversation.

When addressing the Roman Empire | feel that this does not represent our state at all. The students are interested in learning more
about historical events that happened in this region more than the Roman Empire and China. That is high school content.

4th graders should know about how our country was started. | do like the standards aligned with 4.SS.8. It gives us teachers exact
guidelines as to what to cover.

The standards of 4.SS.11 are just a hodge-podge assortment of what could be covered with other standards already addressed.

| strongly encourage the people who are coming up with these updated standards to take time to spend a day or a week even in a
classroom at each level. Many of the standards K-12 are way above their level of understanding and comprending. As a teacher |
want my students to be informed and be well educated, but at a level that is not frustrating for them. We want our students to
succeed. Many of the intended standards are going to be above age level appropriate for our students. Also, in my classroom | am
personally pulling resources from various sources to meet the current standards. There is very limited resources or companies that
cover these standards all in book or online. All of these resources are coming out of our personal accounts.

| do feel the standards for each grade level can be updated but look at all of them as to what is going to educate our students to help
them prepare for their future. Our kids are our future. We need to help them grow and succeed to become better adults by
addressing standards that even in the worst times in history do not happen again. Then address and celebrate those important times
in history that made us the great nation that we are.

Forcing kids to learn about Christianity from an Authoritarian Governor
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198| Lexi Johnson

199|Judith Wright

Steven
200| Scarbrough

201|Emily Kranz

202| Sandee Tucker

203|Ann Mehlhaff

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a racial division between the next generation ' White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a racial division between the next generation
of children.Noem is creating hate. of children.Noem is creating hate.
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198| Lexi Johnson

199|Judith Wright

Steven
200| Scarbrough

201|Emily Kranz

202| Sandee Tucker

203|Ann Mehlhaff

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a racial division between the next generation ' White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a racial division between the next generation
of children.Noem is creating hate. of children.Noem is creating hate.
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198

Lexi Johnson

199

Judith Wright

200

Steven
Scarbrough

201

Emily Kranz

202

Sandee Tucker

203

Ann Mehlhaff

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern 9-12 - Economics

White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a racial division between the next generation of White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a

children.Noem is creating hate. a racial division between the next generation of children.Noem is creating hate.

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

racial division between the next generation of children.Noem is creating hate.
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

198

Lexi Johnson

199

Judith Wright

200

Steven
Scarbrough

201

Emily Kranz

202

Sandee Tucker

203

Ann Mehlhaff

White-wahing history so no one learns the truth about history. The Governor is creating a racial division between the next generation of children.Noem is creating hate.
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

McKenzie
204|Bakken K-12 Educator

205|Camille Binder  K-12 Educator

206|Wendy Larson  K-12 Educator

207|Brenda Schmit Grandparent/ former school board member

K-12 Educator AND parent of two
elementary age children

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight K-12 Educator
11/9/2022
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight

Think of ADULTS. How many of them can correctly speak about the Middle Ages? Roman Empire? War of 18127 Additionally, with Social Studies not being a core subject area, there is in no way possible enough time in the school day/year for every single one of the outlined standards to be addressed when a
majority of elementary schools are having to teach Social Studies for half of the school year and Science for the remaining half of the school year.

As a long time educator, previously certified K-8, | strongly oppose the proposed Social Studies Content Standards.

1. The proposed standards ignore important factors that improve the learning process.

The proposed standards introduce facts and information and then do not return to the material in subsequent lessons or grade levels.
Repetition influences knowledge acquisition by aiding learners to understand and organize material.

Prior knowledge has a direct influence on the ability to learn.

2. The proposed standards are grossly inappropriate for the intended age and grade level.

3. The proposed standards are not education standards, in that they do not state goals; but, are instead a prescribed curriculum or list of activities.

1. The standards themselves are not written as if they have a purpose. EVERY standard appears to be a "list" of what to read about and explain. That, in itself, is disturbing because we are taking out the application of knowledge and giving students no opportunities to think critically or apply anything to their lives.
There is no longer a "purpose" for learning.

2. Many of the "lists" of things to study are just a repetition at every level. The introductory letter to the teachers stated that the repetition was meant to BUILD on previous years. This has not been accomplished because the lists are written the same way at every level. High school has some additional lists and
application at the senior level. This is unacceptable in terms of teaching students to be valued members of society.

3. Many of the standards are completely inappropriate for certain age levels.

4. The chronology meant to make more sense actually makes less sense because without certain ideas and pieces, it is impossible for students to understand an event happening in time. (Example: In 7th grade students are supposed to "explain" the Federalists and Anti-Federalists: however, they are not "explaining”
the Bill of Rights until 12th grade. It is impossible to teach the viewpoints of Federalists and Anti-Federalists without addressing the Bill of Rights, Compromises, etc. Although, somewhere in the standard there needs to be a purpose for studying the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. That is NOT addressed right now. )

5. The civics standards are mostly nonexistent and the critical thinking and understanding the responsibility of being a citizen. Understanding how to find true information from the web, media, etc. is not addressed until 12th grade! Even then, it is only mentioned in the list. Again, the purpose and objectives are all gone.

6. | also find it unacceptable that we are not using standards revised and prepared by educators. Teachers are the experts in their field, and South Dakota teachers were left out of the process.
Overall | am completely baffled by these "NEW" standards. What need is being addressed? Why the radical change? What is the purpose? None of that has been addressed in the Introduction to the proposal. | have taught in South Dakota public schools for over 23 years. i currently teach 8th grade social studies. |

DO NOT have a problem embracing positive change. Respectfully, these standards are NOT positive. They are the most poorly written standards | have EVER encountered. (Please understand that | use the term "standard" loosely, as it appears to be a "list" of things to study with no purpose or thinking attached to it.

These standards are not realistic or obtainable by the ages set within. Please let educators do their jobs without bring more burden down on them with these unobtainable standards. Common sense is something South Dakotans are proud of - these show none of that in regards to educating children at the appropriate
level. Please reconsider and re-evaluate these standards!!!

My name is Sean Bradley; | have been a certified teacher in South Dakota since 2010. | have a Masters in Teaching, Learning, and Leadership. | am certified to teach everything grade 7-12 English Language Arts, US and World History, Civics, Geography, and Government. In the past, | have participated in the State
Department of Education Standards review process; my name is on the most recent South Dakota State Standards for English Language Arts as the 11th and 12th Grade Table Lead. | tell you all of this in the hopes that you will listen when | say the proposed Social Studies standards are both laughably complex and
woefully inadequate, developmentally inappropriate, and will not meet the 21st century needs of students.

For example, one of the proposed 1st Grade standards says:

“1.8S.4. The student demonstrates knowledge of ancient civilizations in Asia, the Middle East, northern Africa, and the eastern Mediterranean Sea.

A. The student identifies the major cultural features, stories, and contributions of Ancient India, Babylon, and Ancient China. H

B. The student identifies the major cultural features, stories, and contributions of Ancient Egypt, including agriculture, hieroglyphic writing, and papyrus. H

C. The student explains the major historical events and stories of the ancient Hebrews. H

D. The student identifies the major figures and stories within Greek mythology. H

E. The student tells the story of the Persian Wars, including the battles of Marathon and Thermopylae. H

F. The student identifies the major cultural features and contributions of Athens, including pottery, architecture, sculpture, and democracy. HC

G. The student tells the story of the Peloponnesian War. H

H. The student tells the story of the conquests of Alexander of Macedon. H”

This is far too advanced for 6 year old students who are still learning basic concepts such as writing their names with proper formation of all letters and proper punctuation, listing the names of presidents, and identifying different animals. A. is currently taught in 7th grade. D. is currently taught in 8th grade. These
standards are asking students to do things that are completely beyond their skill level and ability to comprehend.

Conversely, the standard is almost identical in the grade 9-12 band, asking students to identify, explain, compare, and tell, completely ignoring Bloom’s Taxonomy and Webb’s Depth of Knowledge; these are all basic skills that do not move into Strategic or Extended Thinking categories. Failure to develop these skills
will leave students completely unprepared for coursework in college and beyond.

Also, looking at the proposed standard listed above, there are eight specific things that need to be taught in 1st grade. There are eleven such standards in the 1st grade American and World History standards, where students are required to be proficient in 96 different concepts by the end of the year. This is in an
elementary school classroom, where students also are required to be proficient readers, learn rudimentary science concepts, add and subtract two-digit numbers, and be tested at least three times a year on their literacy. These standards would require an inordinate amount of time focused on teaching Social Studies,
and, quite honestly, they could not be covered in a standard school year.

Additionally, there is very little in these standards that addresses South Dakota history and culture, minimizing — or outright ignoring - the impact and contributions of the Oyate in South Dakota history. Most mention of the impact and contributions of the Oyate have been relegated to an optional high school class that
has yet to be developed and is not currently taught in any school district in the state.

This leads me to my most important point: there is not a single public school district in the country that is using these standards, or ones similar to them. That means there is no curriculum, no resources available to teach to these standards. | would imagine that Hillsdale College would have something... and charge
the state a pretty penny for curriculum adoption, which is supposed to be at the discretion of districts, not mandated by the state.

These standards are woefully inadequate in several ways: developmentally inappropriate on both ends of the spectrum, too incredibly complex to be taught in a general education classroom, lack focus on important South Dakota history and culture, and force teachers to teach step-by-step rote memorization and
recitation — skills that do not translate to proficiency in a 21st century classroom. | would urge the state Board of Education to reject these proposed standards and return the process to the hands of dedicated education professionals where it belongs, and keep politics out of South Dakota classrooms. Thank you.

The process for standards adoption was not followed. This will create a double adoption of standards in one year and/or the overlapping in already purchased curriculums. It is concerning to me that we would purchase a curriculum from a singular provider. In all other curriculum areas, we do a curriculum review to
make sure the curriculum meets the standards, assessments, and our student and teacher needs. The adoption of these standards would not allow for this valuable work to be done. As a district superintendent, the undertaking of these standards will create about 30% more funding to adopt successfully. With the
drastic shift in standards, districts will be required to pay teachers for summer work required to teach these standards. The standards are not age appropriate. | believe we have done such a quality job creating learning environments that foster problem solving and inquiry based learning. These standards throw those
skills we have worked so hard to capture out the door. We move back into rote memorization as the primary form of learning. Finally and most profoundly, in my district, we have worked very diligently to meet the needs of our work force through CTE offerings. Whether it was providing funding for classrooms, teacher
certification, or project we have worked to expand our CTE offerings and programming over the last four years. This has helped our local workforce, students, and businesses. In a small school schedules are very tight, the expanded social studies classes that will need to be taken by students will reduce their ability to
take CTE courses. This will be a difficult conversation to have with our local business leaders who have seen the positive affects of our expanded CTE program. It will also be a difficult conversation to have with our leaners who have chosen the CTE pathway for graduation and their post high school lives. In turn, this
will create more problems in the classroom and less student engagement. The adoption of these standards as written will have lasting negative affects on our students, schools, and communities.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

Ridiculous was is expected of a child this age. Things need to be explained in simple logic. Think of the children around you- you can not be oblivious that this is beyond there
207|Brenda Schmit  capability!!!

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
11/9/2022
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McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
11/9/2022
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3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763 4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Thee standards are assuming that students will have built prior knowledge from previous grade levels. If these are implemented in
2023, then you are automatically putting students 4 years behind grade level when it comes to SS content knowledge. 4.SS.2.B
implys that students will tell about pertinent cities in regards to westward expansion. This is not developmentally appropriate. I,
personally, was not taught about westward expansion until 6th grade, at the earliest. 4.SS.3 - the Roman Empire, was not introduced
until 6th grade in years past. | can keep going. In regards to a majority of these standards, they are not developmentally appropriate
for students who are 10 years old. Think of students with learning gaps. Think of students with disabilities.

McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
11/9/2022

Another one that is terribly out of the realm of their capabilities!

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815
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McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
11/9/2022

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008
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McKenzie

204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208

Sean Bradley

209

Eric Knight

11/9,

2022

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008
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McKenzie
204|Bakken

205|Camille Binder

206|Wendy Larson

207|Brenda Schmit

208|Sean Bradley

209| Eric Knight
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2 LEWE Which group do you represent

210

Dr. Keri Tisher  K-12 Educator

211

Denise Swenson K-12 Educator

212

Mike Mathis K-12 Educator

213|Paula Janovy K-12 Educator
Jean

214|Vanderweide Parent/Guardian

215|Ann Scheepstra Parent/Guardian
Cassandra

216|Brown Parent/Guardian

217|Sarah Skatvold K-12 Educator

218|Susan Munger  Parent/Guardian

219|SP Parent/Guardian

220|Jesse Randall | Citizen & Uncle
Alyssa

221|Lindstrom K-12 Educator

222|Brian Plahn Parent/Guardian
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

| cannot express how unreasonable and inappropriate the first grade standards are. | have been teaching first grade for over 20 years and | find that the sheer number and topics listed for first graders to be ridiculous. There is already a teacher shortage in this state. | can't imagine that forcing teachers to teach these
210|Dr. Keri Tisher |would help this matter.
211|Denise Swenson
212|Mike Mathis | think this is great. Instilling a solid foundation for our children is so important.
213|Paula Janovy Horrible!!!
Jean
214|Vanderweide Appears to depict an accurate account of our US and SD history without any bias or attempt to add to or take away from our history. History can repeat itself if not taught accurately and we dont learn and teach from both the positives and negatives! Approve
215|Ann Scheepstra | agree and like these proposed standards.
Cassandra
216|Brown Very happy with these standards. Our children need to know and understand history without being indoctrinated by the ideologies of today. Great base of knowledge to have informed adults.
217|Sarah Skatvold | do like the fact that these standards are specific enough that | do not have to question which standard | am teaching in class.
218|Susan Munger
Page 3, Introduction:
Point 3 employs "love" as a result of what students will attain. This is extreme, as a person cannot be forced to love. however they can gain understanding and respect. | suggest a slight edit such as ...debates that foster understanding and respect for the evolution of our country.
219|SP
220]Jesse Randall || am concerned with the cost-to-implement and the indoctrination methodologies (including the requirement for first graders to memorize the preamble to the Constitution). Schools are better spent teaching children critical thinking and creativity, not having them memorize state capitals or government documents.
The proposed social studies standards are developmentally inappropriate at every age level. We are pressuring our kids to hold more knowledge at a younger age and pressuring our teachers to cover so many standards by the end of the year, and therefore educators are not able to teach the students very important
life lessons that are needed to survive in today's society. A first grade student does not need to be able to tell a story of the Persian War. A third grader does not need to know the roles of Hannibal and Sipio Africanus during the Punic Wars. People often ask the questions, "What is happening in our society?" "Why is
Alyssa there so much violence?" The answer is simple - we are pressuring our kids TOO much. Kids need to be kids. As educators, we need to foster their creativity, help them problem solve, teach them to be upstanding citizens. This doesn't happen if we are so focused on teaching standards that are way too rigorous at a
221|Lindstrom young age. Social studies is an important topic for students of all ages, but if it's not taught at the right level, what's the point?
When | want medical advice | go to doctors. | do not agree with having noneducators deciding on what is the best way to educate our children. And one of the individuals who was making these decisions not only is not a K-12 educator but not even from our state. These standards need to be rolled back to the original
222|Brian Plahn standards that were created by educators. Not these new standards and not the standards that were changed, by state government, after the committee created them.
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment
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210|Dr. Keri Tisher

211|Denise Swenson

212|Mike Mathis

2

=
()

Paula Janovy

Jean

214|Vanderweide

=

215|Ann Scheepstra

=
(41

Cassandra
216|Brown

217|Sarah Skatvold

218|Susan Munger

219|SP

220]Jesse Randall

Alyssa
221|Lindstrom

222|Brian Plahn

Kindergarten - Introduction to America

Great job! This is so important to the development of our children.

| like this concept.

Very Happy with this list

Positive

11/9/2022
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210

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

These standards are completely unreasonable and developmentally inappropriate for first grade. Memorizing facts and quotes that will have no meaning to first graders is a waste of

instructional time. Many of my students can't remember their 5 digit lunch number, birthday, or even last name. Memorizing these types of information is impossible. A majority of our

time in first grade should be spent teaching students to read, write, and the foundations of math so that they can adequately learn about these topics later in their schooling career.

Demonstrating knowledge of ancient civilizations in Asia, the Middle East, northern Africa, and the eastern Mediterranean Sea and demonstrating knowledge of the Roman Republic

and the Roman Empire is not even something that is reasonable to teach to first graders. Knowing American history from 1492-1787 will not make sense to this age group. They do
Dr. Keri Tisher | not have the concept of time required. First graders still think George Washington is alive and our current president. Was there even a first grade teacher on this committee?

211

1.88.5, 1.SS.7-10= These standards are beyond what first graders can understand. The previous standard was to introduce them to what life was like long ago. Some students

struggled understanding a time that is not the present. Ancient civilizations are to in depth for what first graders need to understand. Reading and math are our main goals in first

grade. Social studies is easy to incorporate reading into, but learning about ancient china should not replace the time | am teaching them to read and write. Please consider removing
Denise Swenson these standards!

212

Mike Mathis Great work

2

=
()

Paula Janovy

2

=

4

Jean
Vanderweide

2

=
(41

Ann Scheepstra Yes.

216

Cassandra
Brown Great knowledge to learn

217

Sarah Skatvold

218

Susan Munger | Positive

219

SP

220

Jesse Randall

221

Alyssa
Lindstrom

222

Brian Plahn
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210

Dr. Keri Tisher

211

Denise Swenson

212

Mike Mathis Great job

2

=
()

Paula Janovy

2

=

4

Jean
Vanderweide

2

=
(41

216

Cassandra
Brown Good

217

Sarah Skatvold

218

Susan Munger | Positive

219

SP

220

Jesse Randall

221

Alyssa
Lindstrom

222

Brian Plahn

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Ann Scheepstra | like this timeline.
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210

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Dr. Keri Tisher

211

Denise Swenson

212

Mike Mathis So important, wish | knew more about our history.

2

=
()

Paula Janovy

2

=
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Jean
Vanderweide

2

=
(41

Ann Scheepstra This looks good.

216

Cassandra
Brown Happy with this list

217

Sarah Skatvold

218

Susan Munger | Positive

219

SP

220

Jesse Randall

221

Alyssa
Lindstrom

222

Brian Plahn

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Great

Memorizing the Declaration of Independence paragraph is ridiculous. | doubt any adult could do this let alone a nine year old. There
is no reason that they couldn't read and discuss it, but memorizing is not necessary. If speeches or important documents are needed
to be reviewed, they can be found online. They can barely remember their address and basic math facts.

Roman Empire: This is inappropriate for our level. What happened to learning about their city and state? | don't see any SD history in
this curriculum. That is sad. We need to be teaching these little ones about the history of things around them, not some far off place
they may never visit. We aren't equipped to teach a high school history lesson. | would say no to the Roman Empire and Middle
Ages. Yes to American Revolution, Dec. of Independance, Constitution, Branches of Govt. .

In summary:

So many of the concepts are not age appropriate. We are not High School teachers with text books to teach history. Our focus is on
reading, writing and math in the few hours we get, We share our science and social studies block so there is not enough time to
delve into just social studies in the elementary. Memorizing things is not a necessary skill. Thinking deeply about a concept is way
better than just memorizing. | am disappointed in this list of standards and feel whomever wrote these weren't thinking of the
intellectual ability of the age. Also, we need to work from community and state learning to world learning. You cant cram all the world
into a mind that isn't even aware that they live in a town, inside a state, inside a country that is part of a world.

Good.

Children need to know this

Positive
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210

Dr. Keri Tisher

211

Denise Swenson

212

Mike Mathis Thank you! Great job

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Thank You

213|Paula Janovy
Jean
214|Vanderweide
215|Ann Scheepstra Yes. | like this concept.
Cassandra
216|Brown Great program History is important to know and understand
(1.) 6.SS.1 D. The student can identify a statement based on an objective understanding of truth versus a statement based on a
subjective understanding of truth. HC
| question the wording in this standard as subjective and objective reading of statements are not taught/required until 7th grade
reading 7.RI.2. Interpreting between subjective and objective reading is a difficult skill to teach and retain for middle school students.
| feel that students should have knowledge of subjective and objective reading/writing before they are asked to identify in social
studies. This could be worded differently and still have the same outcome. Maybe "The student can identify a statement that is
based on one's personal beliefs of the truth versus a statement based on given facts with the truth." or something like that.
(2.) 6.SS.1 F. The student can make arguments about civilizations that left little or no written record, using archeological evidence,
including identifying elements of the Oceti Sakowin (including select standards from Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings 1-5)
culture through oral traditions, written accounts, and primary source information. HCE
| question this wording as it is very open ended. As | look through the Oceti Sakowin standards, | do not know what has already been
taught/emphasized in prior grades and what is needed to be taught/emphasized in 6th grade because the standards are grade
specific. Many curriculums give a very brief overview of the major geographic groups of the North American tribes, but not
specifically to tribes based in/around South Dakota. To me, this seems too specific of a topic to teach when working with a time
217|Sarah Skatvold frame from 5 million BC to around the 1815.
218|Susan Munger | Positive Positive
219|SP
220]Jesse Randall
Alyssa
221|Lindstrom
222|Brian Plahn
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

Dr. Keri Tisher

211

Denise Swenson

212

Mike Mathis Great job!

2

=
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Paula Janovy

2

=

4

Jean
Vanderweide

2

=
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Ann Scheepstra Yes.

216

Cassandra
Brown Great knowledge

217

Sarah Skatvold

218

Susan Munger | Positive

219

SP

220

Jesse Randall

221

Alyssa
Lindstrom

222

Brian Plahn

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

So important our kids know our history.

Yes.

Perfect

Positive
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

Dr. Keri Tisher

211

Denise Swenson

212

Mike Mathis Thank you! So very important

2

=
()

Paula Janovy

2

=

4

Jean
Vanderweide

2

=
(41

Ann Scheepstra This is appropriate and good to learn.

216

Cassandra
Brown Important and well done

217

Sarah Skatvold

218

Susan Munger | Positive

219

SP

220

Jesse Randall

221

Alyssa
Lindstrom

222

Brian Plahn

9-12 - Economics

Thanks

Economics is vital for kids to know.

Happy with this

Positive

- United States History 1492-2008

Thanks

Our history is so important.

Great knowledge

Positive
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2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

210

Dr. Keri Tisher

211

Denise Swenson

212

Mike Mathis Great

2

=
()

Paula Janovy

2

=

4

Jean
Vanderweide

2

=
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Ann Scheepstra Kids need to understand our government and how it works.

216

Cassandra
Brown Important to learn

217

Sarah Skatvold

218

Susan Munger | Positive positive

219

SP

220

Jesse Randall

221

Alyssa
Lindstrom

222

Brian Plahn
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228

Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

B

2 LEWE Which group do you represent
223|Juli Trowbridge K-12 Educator
224|Susan Luschas | Parent/Guardian
225|Dale Horan Retired educator
226]Jennifer Parent/Guardian
227|Kelli Jorgensen ~ Parent/Guardian

K-12 Staff member and Parent

Higher Education

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

Linnae Soldatke Grandparent

234

Stacy

K-12 Educator
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

223|Juli Trowbridge
224|Susan Luschas | Fantastic curriculum! Proud to have my students in South Dakota schools. Thank you for not teaching CRT and promoting propaganda / brainwashing of our kiddos!
What is taught in our entire public school systems should never be politicized or dictated by politics. Social Studies should be taught factually by educators that have trained to teach the absolute history as it actually happened. ‘If we do not understand and accept our history, we are doomed to repeat it'. For all of our
225|Dale Horan victories, we should revel in them. However, all of our mistakes need be acknowledged so we try , desperately, not to repeat. We will learn when we understand both sides to every issue.
226]Jennifer | am very pleased with the new curriculum proposal!
227|Kelli Jorgensen  Not age appropriate
228|Roo
These standards do the students of South Dakota a grave disservice. Most importantly, they are entirely educationally inappropriate for the development of young people. They emphasize rote memorization over any sort of critical thought or analysis. In an age where students have endless facts on their phones, it is
far more important that they be taught how to evaluate the information at their disposal. In other words: teach them how to understand, not regurgitate, information.
This is exactly what is meant when educators speak of inquiry. Here | should note that the inquiry method is the standard by which professionals in the social studies measure the success of standards. The American Historical Association, for instance, explicitly states that “inquiry is a signature aspect of history
pedagogy” (link to AHA’s statement here: https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/statements-standards-and-guidelines-of-the-discipline/criteria-for-standards-in-history/social-studies/social-sciences). Yet these standards explicitly reject inquiry in all its forms in the introduction. This is entirely
inappropriate, and represents a fundamental flaw with the Commission’s proposed standards.
But the chosen content is also problematic three additional reasons.
1. Standards should be statements of minimums, and not a complete syllabus. The proposed document acknowledges this in the introduction, but then does the complete opposite in practice. These standards are more than twice the size of our current standards, begging an obvious question: if we teach all of this
new material, what gets pushed out of an already crowded curriculum?
2. The content chosen does not take into account child development. What 4th grader should be expected to know about the Carolingian Dynasty? I'd wager that if | polled 100 South Dakotans today, only a tiny fraction would have this knowledge. Yet the state is saying it is one of the minimum standards that all
students should know! Why?
3. At the higher levels, none of the standards ask students to reflect upon what they know. Standard after standard asks students to ‘describe,’ ‘recite,’ or ‘explain.” All of these require rote memorization, yet none of them ask students to truly think about the material they are being given.
Stephen In other words, these standards are exactly what you'd expect from a commission composed of few educators, facilitated by someone with no experience or background in K-12 education, and where politicians outnumbered teachers. We must do better for the students of this state.
229|Jackson
The new social studies standards need to follow a better process. We only had two teachers on the standards review which needed to be more. The standards were written from a higher education perspective which does not help our students. | am a former social studies teacher and history major for my
undergraduate degree. We are having elementary, middle, and high school students learn material | didn't learn in college. The material is vast and there is little higher level thinking associated with the standards. As a former social studies teacher, higher level thinking in social studies increases student buy-in with the
subject along with makes them understand material at a critical thinking level which is what you need in society. | do not think our current graduation requirements fit the standards in high school. You will need at least 3 semesters to cover U.S. history standards appropriately and 2 semesters to teacher government
standards appropriately. We need to go back to the drawing board and find standards that prepare students for the 21st century. Now as a superintendent, | see that the curriculum for the new social studies standards are only found in the Hillsdale curriculum. My school would need to purchase curriculum that is not in
our current budget and would be hard to fit in a future budget. Ultimately, this decision to keep these standards will increase money spent by schools, encourage teachers to leave the profession with lack of buy-in from students, and hurt the education of our students. No one wins in these standards that are being
230]andrew fergen | proposed!
231|Edann Terrible and embarrassing
Garbage. | cannot believe anyone on the committee thought these standards were appropriate. If the goal is to drive away teachers from a profession that is already facing a shortage, these standards will do just the trick. What was wrong with the standards that were proposed last year (before they were edited by the
232|Kyle Knips DOE) by actual South Dakota teachers?
233|Linnae Soldatke Very impressed with the proposed standards. Firm foundation for history. Glad to see economics covered.
The proposed standards are not age/developmental appropriate for students. Having unrealistic expectations sets teachers and students up for failure. There also are limited choices for curriculum. Teachers already have an overflowing plate and having to search and find materials with limited resources to teach
234|Stacy these standards is unfair to do to them. It takes away from students learning as well as their own daily lives.
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223|Juli Trowbridge

224|Susan Luschas

225|Dale Horan

226]Jennifer

227|Kelli Jorgensen

228|Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

Kindergarten - Introduction to America

Not age appropriate
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

223|Juli Trowbridge

224|Susan Luschas

225|Dale Horan

226]Jennifer

227|Kelli Jorgensen  Not age appropriate

228|Roo

Stephen
229|Jackson

230|andrew fergen

231|Edann

| honestly don't even know where to start. Has anyone on this committee taught 1st grade or know anything about 6- and 7-year-olds? Do you really think it's developmentally
appropriate to be asking 1st graders to tell stories of the Battle of Thermopylae during the Persian War? Or the Peloponnesian War? And you want them to memorize the Preamble?
Please ask any adult that you see on the street to recite the Preamble. And when are they learning math, reading, writing, or science? | could spend every day all day on these social
232|Kyle Knips studies standards and never reach mastery.

233|Linnae Soldatke

234|Stacy
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223|Juli Trowbridge

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

224

Susan Luschas

225|Dale Horan

226

Jennifer

227

Kelli Jorgensen

228

Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

Not age Appropriate

| started reading through the 2nd grade standards, and | had to literally stop and take a break. | cannot believe how out of touch committee members are with the public education system and
how these standards are not developmentally appropriate. It's all lower level thinking where you want student to regurgitate random facts that mean absolutely nothing to them. They have no

context.
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223

Juli Trowbridge

224

Susan Luschas

225

Dale Horan

226

Jennifer

227

Kelli Jorgensen

228

Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

After reviewing the current draft, my concerns are appropriateness for third graders. Much of the expectations are comprehensively
inappropriate for children 7-9 years old. In question are the areas of knowledge of the Punic, Peloponnesian and Persian wars;
ancient civilizations, greek mythology, slavery; preparation for knowledge of the American Revolution, and understanding the French
and Indian War.

| am not saying that these cannot be taught, but the level of learning is above what many third graders will be able to understand, let
alone comprehend or even remember.

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Not age appropriate Not age appropriate

There is absolutely no functional way that |, as a 4th grade teacher, would be able to encompass this much information throughout
one school year. That is assuming that | have all the necessary background and prior knowledge to teach these subjects, without
being provided with any curriculum.

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

256



22

3|Juli Trowbridge

224|Susan Luschas

225|Dale Horan

226]Jennifer

227|Kelli Jorgensen

228|Roo

Stephen

229|Jackson

230|andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815
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223|Juli Trowbridge

224|Susan Luschas

225|Dale Horan

226]Jennifer

227|Kelli Jorgensen

228|Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Thank you for teaching the Declaration of Independence and our founding documents! Love the emphasis on geography in South
Dakota. Really appreciate the back-to-American basics of the curriculum here.
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223|Juli Trowbridge

224|Susan Luschas

225|Dale Horan

226]Jennifer

227|Kelli Jorgensen

228|Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

Thank you for teaching about communism, fascism and tyranny. Students need to learn about this to better understand modern events. Great curriculum!

- United States History 1492-2008

19-E: Add Emmett Till and the Tulsa Race Massacre (Black Wall Street)
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223

Juli Trowbridge

224

Susan Luschas

225

Dale Horan

226

Jennifer

227

Kelli Jorgensen

228

Roo

229

Stephen
Jackson

230

andrew fergen

231

Edann

232

Kyle Knips

233

Linnae Soldatke

234

Stacy

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

260



A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Patrick
235| Mikkonen Administrator
236|Karin Borgmann  Parent/Guardian

237|Martha Patzlaff K-12 Educator
238|Jerry Bottger Parent/Guardian
239| Chris Hood Parent/Guardian
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

« Time and resources required for curriculum overhaul, training/PD will be extensive

« No higher order thinking, no skills development

« There is a lot of depth missing from the standards that teachers will be “assumed” or “expected” to teach, without guidance or clarification on skills development or application. This impacts everything from daily instruction to accreditation.

» Sheer volume of standards is not possible - inch deep and a mile wide; It is impossible to accomplish coverage with the time available and assume any quality of instruction.

« Staff retention — don’t want to get involved with overhaul/retraining/development

« Dual credit and post-secondary options — standards no longer align to allow for offerings

« Planning and preparation for current students — even with a two-year preparation period, will result in significant learning gaps

« Standards are incredibly specific — there is no flexibility/autonomy available for our teachers. The resulting product will be “cookie cutter” in nature — there will not be civic mindedness, or developed skill sets that allow for intelligent conversation, discourse, and/or collaboration to develop a functional, cohesive society.
« Support of ELA standards in Social Studies Standards is needed/expected — there is no alignment between the two core subjects in this proposal, which is detrimental to the overall/comprehensive education we are providing

« Standards Subpoints — “complete the following tasks.” There is no flexibility. Authentic teaching/learning experiences will be non-existent.

« South Dakotans believe in local control why was that changed for this revision?

« Typical reviews of standards have a group of 50-60 members representing the communities in SD, educators in k-12, higher education, and department of education.

« The revised Social Studies Content Standards are a result of the contributions of educators from across the state. Many hours were devoted to research and thoughtful consideration of issues to ensure that the standards would reflect rigorous social studies teaching and provide opportunities for students to learn
important social studies concepts, facts, and processes. The Social Studies Content Standards Revision Committee members represent concerned individuals across the state dedicated to their profession and to high-quality social studies education. Without their contributions, the revision of the Social Studies
Content Standards would not have been possible

« You're losing your perspective of the stakeholders in SD by narrowing your scope of who is on the committee.

» When there are fewer people at the table their is the ability to push a narrative that maybe disagreeable to many.

* The new proposed standards are not developmentally appropriate.

« Is your child prepared to master all of these standards as proposed?

» Economics with limited PD for teachers, 60-72% more in implementation cost

» Adoption process did not involve educators. Entirely contradictory of past practice.

« Curriculum access - might have to double adoption cost

« Potential million dollars cost state-wide But, we don’t want to use this as a key argument, as we believe elected officials will just throw money at public education and reduce our argument.

« Will lose teachers in the profession (veteran and potential new teachers) If you think staff who are close to retirement age would rather end their career rather than take the time and energy to participate in extensive PD.
» Reduced course options for high school students - workforce development and CTE programming will be impacted as students will be required to take more Social Science courses

Patrick « Align Dual Credit classes - reduced students will be able to take DC options, unless college courses align with new HS standards.
235|Mikkonen « Don't fit educational best practices
This is terrible. | am so confused as to why a South Dakota higher education professional was not utilized. Why would we, as South Dakotans of different background, agree that this is what our children need to learn? These standards are overtly Christian. | do not understand why more South Dakota educators were
236|Karin Borgmann |not asked to be in on this committee. Please explain the logic of how the time it takes to teach these standards will allow for any other subjects with the schools. Shame on you Governor Noem, | am supremely disappointed in you and this committee.
237|Martha Patzlaff
238|Jerry Bottger Refer more to child development studies when you are designing your curriculum. For instance having children memorize the Preamble to the declaration at the age you set it up when they probably have not seen, let alone, understand half of the words. That's just plane wrong.
Looks really good!
239| Chris Hood I’'m part Cherokee and | really appreciate the representation of the Trail of Tears and Dawes..
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

As a former SS educator a greater portion of what is proposed is above students age and cognitive ability to understand and perform. Kindergarten: Page: 11: K.SS.4: Identifying symbols. « Age appropriateness? Lower elementary: Preamble to
constitution, ancient Rome, etc., not age appropriate.

Patrick « Student engagement strategies not evident
235| Mikkonen .

236

Karin Borgmann | There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning how to write letters and spell simple words. This content is NOT age appropriate.

237|Martha Patzlaff

238|Jerry Bottger Junk Not Age appropriate

239| Chris Hood
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

Developmentally appropriate is in question: Page 13-14: 1. SS.4, 1. SS.5: Punic wars, Roman Civil Wars. 1st graders are currently learning about time (yesterday, today, tomorrow)
— ancient history is an abstract concept they are not prepared to grasp. The gilded age, etc.
1st grade - Primary vs Secondary sources (don’t learn about this in ELA until 3rd-5th grade)
« Age appropriateness? Lower elementary: Preamble to constitution, ancient Rome, etc., not age appropriate.
Patrick « Student engagement strategies not evident
235| Mikkonen .

There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning the names of the current President and the current Governor This content is NOT
236|Karin Borgmann age appropriate for ages 6-7.

237|Martha Patzlaff

238|Jerry Bottger Junk not age appropriate

239| Chris Hood
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Developmentally appropriate is in question Page 19 2. SS.4: Middle Ages and Renaissance 2. SS.12: Gilded Age* A
Age appropriateness? Lower elementary: Preamble to constitution, ancient Rome, etc., not age appropriate.
« Student engagement strategies not evident

Patrick
235|Mikkonen
There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning what different land masses are called and explorers of the “New World.” This content is NOT
236|Karin Borgmann |age appropriate for 7-8 year olds
237|Martha Patzlaff
About this age children should only be introduced to what history is and all history should start with family, then community then state and maybe, maybe at the end of the year touch on a little of
238|Jerry Bottger U. S. history as it pertains to the region.
239| Chris Hood
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3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Developmentally appropriate is in question Page 27 3: SS.7A: Student explains triangle trade (slave trade)s Age appropriateness?
Lower elementary: Preamble to constitution, ancient Rome, etc., not age appropriate.

« Student engagement strategies not evident

« DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate,
debate, etc. all taken out.

« Research is a vital part teaching social study.

« Debate is an integral part of skills students need.

« Student engagement strategies not evident

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Developmentally appropriate is in question 4. SS.5 Page 40: Mendicant Orders

« Student engagement strategies not evident

» DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate,
debate, etc. all taken out.

* Research is a vital part teaching social study.

Patrick « Debate is an integral part of skills students need.
235| Mikkonen
There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning how state names and the Capitol There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are not able to complete a proper paragraph or
236|Karin Borgmann | of each state. This content is NOT age appropriate. describe the life of a historical figure. This content is NOT age appropriate. There is NO PLACE FOR RELIGION in public education.
237|Martha Patzlaff
Now you can start bring in world history, however, stay away from concepts go instead to stories and bring out some of the major
Come into only America at this time introducing both at this time will only confuse them, give stories, stay away from concepts, they  civilizations. Egypt, Tigres and Euphrates valley,
238|Jerry Bottger are still too young to grasp bringing together facts to come up with concepts. Greece, Rome, Inca, Aztec,Maya, civilizations
239| Chris Hood
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Patrick
Mikkonen

236

Karin Borgmann

237

Martha Patzlaff

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

Developmentally appropriate is in question page. 35 2A: Describing European geography

« Student engagement strategies not evident

» DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate,
debate, etc. all taken out.

* Research is a vital part teaching social study.

« Debate is an integral part of skills students need.

There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning what the Constitution is. Religion
has NO PLACE in public education. There is separation of church and state FOR A REASON. This content is NOT age appropriate.

Because | am a fifth grade teacher | will comment on this area. In my opinion these standards cover too broad of a time period. If it
is the desire of the committee to teach both world and American history to students, then those time periods should be concurrent.
For example, if | am teaching about the Irish immigration it would make sense for me to teach about the same time period in
European history so that | can connect ideas. Also the proposed standards require too much rote memorization and do not ask for
an appropriate understanding of the information. At fifth grade level | am trying to stretch students thinking. Understanding the ideas
put forth in the Gettysburg Address and memorizing it, do not go hand in hand. A student who memorizes well could easily do this
task without giving any thought to the ideas behind it. A student who does not memorize well will be frustrated and gain nothing from
this task. Discussing the ideas put forth in this document and having the students rewrite it in their own words, would be a more
engaging task and should help students understand the document. Finally, | feel that the amount of tasks given (and many of these
are tasks not standards) would be impossible to cover in a school year. There are some things that | think are good in these
standards. | like the idea of splitting American History between fourth and fifth grade because it is too broad a subject for one year. |
also like the inclusion of more precise geography skills. It is my opinion that the standards as written should not be approved, but
need serious revision in the amount of information covered, the depth of knowledge that students are asked to produce, and the
appropriateness of standards in the context of grade level intellectual development.

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Developmentally appropriate is in question 6. SS.2: Locating obscure geographical features

« Student engagement strategies not evident

» DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate,
debate, etc. all taken out.

» Research is a vital part teaching social study.

» Debate is an integral part of skills students need.

There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning why slavery is horrible and why

there were slaves in the first place. Religion has NO PLACE in public education. There is separation of church and state FOR A
REASON. This content is NOT age appropriate.

This topic is still too much conceptualizing for this age instead it would work much better in eighth grade. Instead, World History to

238|Jerry Bottger Now American and then into world geography. Cover it from a earth scientist perspective. 1492 should be covered. Especially cover the changes that take place in the rising and falling of these civilizations.
239| Chris Hood
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877 8th Grade - America 1877-2008

« Student engagement strategies not evident « Student engagement strategies not evident
» DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate, + DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate,
debate, etc. all taken out. debate, etc. all taken out.
* Research is a vital part teaching social study. * Research is a vital part teaching social study.
Patrick « Debate is an integral part of skills students need. » Debate is an integral part of skills students need.

235| Mikkonen
There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. Most are still learning who were the ancient civilizations | There are not enough hours in the day to teach all of what is in the content. More learning of why the United States history is so
were. More about vulture and no specific events. Religion has NO PLACE in public education. There is separation of church and traumatic for minorities needs to take place. Religion has NO PLACE in public education. There is separation of church and state

236|Karin Borgmann |state FOR A REASON. This content is NOT age appropriate. FOR A REASON. This content is NOT age appropriate.

237|Martha Patzlaff

238|Jerry Bottger Cover American History 1492-present start conceptualizing changes taking place and why. Now cover what had been set up for 6th grade and bring in more conceptualizing.

239| Chris Hood
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

« Student engagement strategies not evident « Student engagement strategies not evident « Student engagement strategies not evident
» DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate, * DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very » DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very
debate, etc. all taken out. surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate, debate, etc. all taken out. surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate, debate, etc. all taken out.
* Research is a vital part teaching social study. * Research is a vital part teaching social study. » Research is a vital part teaching social study.
Patrick « Debate is an integral part of skills students need. « Debate is an integral part of skills students need. » Debate is an integral part of skills students need.
235| Mikkonen
| am completely confused as to why this is considered age appropriate for 14-18 year olds. Most of this content should be learned in
universities and colleges. There is no room for religion in public schools, there is too much history that needs to take place, separation of  There needs to be more taught as far as teaching children about how to manage their More truthful conversations about the United States and it's sorted past with minorities and
236|Karin Borgmann |church and state is a real thing. funds and what things are important to human kind. women need to take place. Religion has no part in public education, ever
237|Martha Patzlaff
United States History 1492-2008 with a heavy emphasis on changes in society and why.
238|Jerry Bottger World Geography with a heavy emphasis on earth science and geographical concepts. 9th grade 10th grade World History 1492 till present concepts of changes and why. 11th grade
239| Chris Hood
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

« Student engagement strategies not evident
» DOK: We need more depth of knowledge because we need critical thinking—its very surface and lack of depth. Analyze, evaluate, debate, etc. all taken out.
* Research is a vital part teaching social study.

Patrick « Debate is an integral part of skills students need.

235| Mikkonen

Most High Schoolers know how broken our government is. Things that should be taught are why it's broken, how to break down political lines, and be open to each other’s
236|Karin Borgmann |ideas, not fight about who'’s right or wrong.

237|Martha Patzlaff

Modern problems, include economics, social sciences, political sciences, and earth sciences and how they interconnect and how these interactions affect our decision
238|Jerry Bottger making. 12th grade

239| Chris Hood
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240

Deb Smith

241

Rachel Ruffinott

242

Jennifer
O'Connell

243

Tammy Taecker

244

Melissa
Meissner

24

o

Austin Albers

246

Beth A Kaltsulas

Travis Hartland

24

or]

Patricia Sjurson

249

Missy Urbaniak

250

Stephanie
Murphy

251

Taylor Reining

252

Jessica Olson

K-12 Educator
K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator
Parent/Guardian

K-12 Educator

K-12 Educator

Parent/Guardian
Parent/Guardian
Parent/Guardian
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

240|Deb Smith Absolutely UNREALISTIC!!!
241|Rachel Ruffinott ~ Overall the standards are unattainable for students and setting a false standard for what teachers are expected to teach on top of handling behaviors, core subject content, and social/emotional needs of students.
| have been a teacher for 28 years and am very concerned about the proposed social studies standards. The group that formed these standards has obviously not spent time in an elementary classroom. If they had they would realize they are not developmentally appropriate. How can skills that are currently taught in
junior high now be moved down to 3rd grade? Another concern | have is the number of standards | would be required to teach in a year. There is simply not enough time in a day/school year to teach all of these standards. Finally, | hope if the state approves these standards that they are planning on funding the
Jennifer purchase of new curriculum, new classroom materials, and staff training. The state cannot expect school district to cover the costs of needed to implement these standards and tax payers should not be required to fund standards that have no scope and sequence and are not appropriate. This proposal will simply cost
242|O'Connell districts and taxpayers money that they do not have. This is a shame when there is absolutely nothing wrong with our current standards. | hope that the committee will rethink the proposed standards and actually listen to the educators and schools who work with these students every day. Thank you.
These standards are so far over a child's grasp of reasoning (at the current grade level they are being proposed for in the elementary grades), that it isn't teachable. In addition, there are so many standards that the students will struggle to retain much of this information. Time allotment in class should be taken in to
243| Tammy Taecker consideration as well as this amount of information will need much more time to be learned. Another curriculum area would most likely need to be downsized to teach this amount/complexity of information.
Melissa
244|Meissner After reading all of the proposed standards, including standards for the grade | teach (1st), | cannot support the standards as written. More input is definitely needs from teachers who teach each of these grade levels to achieve more appropriate standards.
Overall, these standards are a great improvement. | appreciate the direction: creating more virtuous citizens with love of country while acknowledging its flaws and free from political activism. The standards give more detailed direction which will serve teachers well to orient their course with more precision. The
245|Austin Albers inclusion of various essays (narrative, informative, and persuasive) are welcome additions that are necessary to the formation of research skills and critical thinking.
| question the process that was used to write these standards. It is evident that teachers were either not involved or not "heard" when the standards were written. As a whole, the standards are not age-appropriate - far too complex for the students. We should be educating children to problem-solve and know how to
use history to guide the present. Memorization should be reserved for concepts like math facts to help develop their mental math - not essential in social studies. For example, if a student is able to find the Preamble online, they should not be required to memorize it; they should be taught how to find the content like we
adults do. Learning about the Preamble's message is far more important.
The vocabulary at each level is very difficult.
| like that SD history and geography are included in the standards.
Why would people from outside SD be asked to write our state's standards? | have taught in SD for 35 years and | am the 2017 SD Teacher of the Year. | have taught 2nd-6th grades.
246|Beth A Kaltsulas  Please consider my comments and the comments of all of the SD teachers. We know our students and their student development.
247|Travis Hartland ~ Excellent
248|Patricia Sjurson | The proposed social studies standards at the primary level are too extensive and beyond the comprehension level of young learners. Primary students need to concentrate on learning how to read and comprehend as well as grade appropriate math skills.
The K-6 content is inappropriate, the amount of standards is triple what is currently expected, and there is no curriculum or resources written for these standards at these developmental levels. | have grave concerns about the implementation of such standards. | am a lifelong resident of South Dakota, and | have
taught in this state for twenty years. | am proud to be a strong republican who supports our current governor. But, this is a misstep. These standards are not what our children need. We need standards that are written by teachers who have experience in the classroom and who understand child development. | have
been involved in social studies curriculum selection at my district's level in the past. | know from experience that there are no resources that would match these standards at these grade levels, because this content is wildly inappropriate. Adopting such standards would only create more, unnecessary work for school
districts and teachers who are already overworked, and would provide no additional benefit for the students.
Respectfully submitted,
249|Missy Urbaniak a very concerned teacher
Stephanie
250|Murphy
251|Taylor Reining  Yes
252]Jessica Olson
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Melissa
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Austin Albers

246

| am shocked to see the expectations in K.SS.3 and K.SS.4. Those standards would be difficult for 4th graders, but more age-appropriate. There are too many things for them to remember and the content is not age-appropriate. Please review
Beth A Kaltsulas | child development for this age.

Travis Hartfland — Excellent

24

or]

Patricia Sjurson

As a K-8 teacher, | can appreciate the spirit in which the kindergarten standards were written. However, the amount of standards is not appropriate. There is too much content there for a kindergarten teacher to be able to reasonably cover or for a

249|Missy Urbaniak kindergarten age child to be able to understand.
Stephanie

250| Murphy

251|Taylor Reining ~ Yes

252

Jessica Olson
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

240|Deb Smith
241|Rachel Ruffinott

Jennifer
242|O'Connell

243| Tammy Taecker

The new proposed standards are not developmentally appropriate for 1st grade students who are 6 & 7 years old. Students of this age lack the necessary background knowledge

and depth of knowledge to fully understand concepts like slavery, Greek gods and new world exploration & the people of this time period. More appropriate areas of study would
Melissa relate to their own neighborhood & community, community helpers, basic American symbols and being a citizen. More appropriate areas of study would be those that directly apply to
244|Meissner students of this age, things that they encounter and have knowledge about in their own lives.

245|Austin Albers

246|Beth A Kaltsulas |How is it beneficial to expect a 1st grader to memorize the Preamble? Again, standards 1.SS.3-1.SS.10 are too difficult and not age-appropriate.
247|Travis Hartland ~ Excellent

248|Patricia Sjurson

The content proposed in the first grade standards here is inappropriate for a first grade level student. | teach in a multi-grade room, K-8, and have for fifteen years. There are
students in sixth grade who struggle to understand ancient Greek and Roman history, as it is presented in our current state standards. It is unthinkable to expect first grade students
249|Missy Urbaniak to tackle this kind of content. As with the kindergarten standards, the sheer amount of content proposed is also unworkable.

Stephanie

250|Murphy

251|Taylor Reining  Yes

252]Jessica Olson
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

240|Deb Smith
241|Rachel Ruffinott
Jennifer
242|O'Connell
243| Tammy Taecker
Melissa
244 Meissner
245|Austin Albers
246|Beth A Kaltsulas | Standards 2.SS.3-2.SS.12 are too difficult and not age-appropriate. | taught many of these same skills to 4th graders for 22 years and the content was challenging for them.
247|Travis Hartland ~ Excellent
Many of these second grade social studies standards are too extensive and beyond the comprehension level of 7 and 8 year olds. | feel that 2.SS.3 and 2.SS.4 are very inappropriate for
second graders. Standards 2.SS.1, 2.SS.2, 2.SS.5 and 2.SS.6 are appropriate and attainable. Standards 2.SS.7, 2.SS.8, 2.SS.9, 2.SS.10, 2.SS.11, and 2.SS.12 are somewhate appropriate
248|Patricia Sjurson |but way too extensive. There is not time in a school year to adequately teach all these standards. The number of second grade standards needs to be drastically reduced.
Again, these proposed standards do not take into account the developmental level of the students. A second grade student is still learning to read, and learning to understand and order the
events of his or her own life. It would be inappropriate to expect them to grasp the impact of events in ancient world history such as the Middle Ages. Furthermore, there is no curriculum to
249|Missy Urbaniak support such content at this level, because it is simply inappropriate. Some of the proposed geography standards are what | am presently teaching to 7th graders.
Stephanie
250| Murphy
251|Taylor Reining  Yes
252]Jessica Olson
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240|Deb Smith

241|Rachel Ruffinott

Jennifer
242|O'Connell

243| Tammy Taecker

Melissa
244 Meissner

245|Austin Albers

o

246|Beth A Kaltsulas

247|Travis Hartland

24

or]

Patricia Sjurson

249|Missy Urbaniak

Stephanie
250| Murphy

251|Taylor Reining

252]Jessica Olson

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

| am currently a third grade teacher. This is my 28th year in education. | am writing to voice my concerns about the proposed 3rd
grade standards. The proposed standards are not developmentally appropriate for 3rd graders. For example, one area of the
standards focuses on Ancient Greece and the Roman Republic. In these standards you are expecting eight and nine year old
students to name the causes, warfare, and effects of the Persian War, Peloponnesian War and Punic Wars. In addition these
standards want them to learn about the Hellenistic Period and the cultural features and contributions of Rome. None of these are
age appropriate. Whoever thought these were standards for elementary children has obviously spent no time in an elementary

classroom. Next, who is paying for the new materials and curriculum that would be required to meet these standards. Who is paying
for training of educators to meet these standards? Finally, there is not enough time in a school day to meet all of these standards on

top of everything else we are required to teach.

Standards 3.SS.3-3.SS.7 are too difficult and not age-appropriate. | taught many of these standards to 5th and 6th graders for 3
years and the content was challenging for them.
Excellent

At the third grade level, most students are ready for the first time to begin "reading to learn" rather than "learning to read." As with
the other levels, the content being proposed is overwhelming and simply inappropriate. At this age, children do best to focus on
community and local history, civics, economics, and government. They are also ready to be exposed to US history on a deeper
level, including Native American history and contributions. However, they are not ready for Roman myths and Greek history.

Yes

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

I'm curious to know if the "task"/"standard" writers are familiar with the developmental readiness for 4th graders to understand World
History? Memorizing part of the Declaration of Independence (memorizing doesn't mean there is understanding) In section 4.SS.2
that asks students to create a map of America, including South Dakota, high lighting physical geographic features to include: "Great
Plains, Missouri River, Rocky Mountains, Grand Canyon, and Columbia River" LEAVING OUT the Mississippi River, and the
Appalachian Mountains!?? South Dakota geography is left with Coteau de Prairie, Great Plains, James River Valley, Minnesota
Valley Lowland, Missouri Plateau, Prairie Plains, and Traverse Gap Divide...NO MENTION of the Missouri River, Black Hills,
Badlands, rivers of West River. The Standards writers expect students to explain the origins and major events of Roman civil
wars???? Students are to explain the major historical ideas and events surrounding the life of Jesus of Nazareth and their historical
effects??? Students are expected to explain the major ideas and events surrounding the life of Mohammed and their historical
effects???Under section 4.SS.5 The student demonstrates knowledge of the High and Late Middle Ages...Students will be expected
to "explain the history and features of civilizations in Africa, including indigenous religious practices, the influence of Islam and

forget there's more...History and features of civilizations in India to include Hinduism, the caste system...history and features of the
civilizations in China to include Confucianism...history and features of civilizations of Japan to include Shinto and Japanese

Sections 4.SS.6--11 Covering American History: 1763-1820 seem to be written at a high school or college level of understanding ie.,
"The student explains how America's founding based on these words of the Declaration of Independence was unprecedented in
human history." In closing, | can't imagine teaching these "tasks/standards" to my fourth graders. They would be absolutely
unrealistic to try to teach these concepts in a single year.

What is the benefit of memorizing the lines from the Declaration of Independence? How does that help a child to problem-solve?
Standards 4.SS.3-4.SS.11 are too difficult and not age-appropriate. | taught many of these concepts to 5th and 6th graders and it
was challenging for them.

Excellent

Currently, fourth grade is the level at which students dig deeply into their state history. We have a wealth of resources on the history,
civics, government, and economics of South Dakota written specifically for this age level, and matching their cognitive ability. If
these proposed standards are passed, these students would instead spend a large portion of the year focused on the Middle Ages.
This content has no developmentally appropriate curriculum for this age level, and for good reason; most students this age are
starting to see themselves as a citizen of their state for the first time. They are beginning to have more and more experiences
outside of their immediate communities and towns. This is the ideal time to focus on studying their home state and region within the
US, as well as gaining an overall understanding of the regions around the USA. These proposed standards simply do not take the
development and experiences of the students into account.

Yes
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

240|Deb Smith
241|Rachel Ruffinott
Jennifer
242|O'Connell
243| Tammy Taecker
Melissa
244 Meissner
245|Austin Albers
246|Beth A Kaltsulas | There are too many standards, the concepts are too difficult, and not age-appropriate. There are too many standards, the concepts are too difficult, and not age-appropriate.
247|Travis Hartland ~ Excellent Excellent
248|Patricia Sjurson
It is confusing that the standards committee would completely throw out the scope and sequence of the previous standards. The fifth
grade year has traditionally been used to deepen students' understandings of American history, following a year of state history.
These older, more experienced students are ready to dive deeper into how our government and economy function, as well as gaina Having a background in state and national history from 4-5th grade, prepares our 6th graders to take their first serious look at
richer understanding of the foundation and history of our nation. Current resources written for this grade level doing an excellent job  ancient history (in our current state standards). This level comes the closest to any in K-8 with matching the current standards to the
249|Missy Urbaniak covering these topics. There are no such resources for the proposed standards. proposed. However, there is still the issue of covering far too much content.
Stephanie
250|Murphy
251|Taylor Reining  Yes Yes
252]Jessica Olson
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

Excellent

Yes
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics - United States History 1492-2008

One of the guiding principles is that standards should not be exhaustive. Is the state expecting teachers to cover all of these World History
standards (ancient to modern) within a half-credit course? | struggle to teach all the material from Renaissance to Modern Europe in one

semester, let alone all of World History.

Excellent

Yes

Best choice yet!! Excellent

Yes Yes
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

253|Jennifer Gerthe Parent/Guardian

254|Amy Ondell Parent/Guardian

255|Amanda Stucky  Parent/Guardian
Katina Lea

256| Wallenstein Parent/Guardian
Christina N

257|Monarrez Parent/Guardian

258|Krysia Reilly Parent/Guardian
Amy K
259| Ackerman Parent/Guardian
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

253|Jennifer Gerthe

254|Amy Ondell Good except the religion part. If not only Christianity then it shouldn’t be in there at all
255|Amanda Stucky  WE NEED TO EDUCATE OUR CHILDREN ON ALL HISTORY, GOOD AND BAD. IT HELPS US NOT MAKE THE SAME MISTAKES TWICE AND UNDERSTAND WHY THINGS ARE THE WAY THEY ARE NOW.
Katina Lea
256| Wallenstein
Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A
258|Krysia Reilly Literally teach these kids the truth. The governor has no idea what belongs in schools.
Amy K
259|Ackerman The proposed standards seem to cover an extensive amount of information. While | agree that the information being covered is tremendously important, especially in this day and age, | can see where some children could feel extremely overwhelmed trying to retain it all.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

253|Jennifer Gerthe NA

254|Amy Ondell
255|Amanda Stucky  GOOD
Katina Lea

256| Wallenstein

Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A

258|Krysia Reilly
Amy K
259| Ackerman N/A
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

253|Jennifer Gerthe NA

254|Amy Ondell
255|Amanda Stucky  GOOD
Katina Lea

256| Wallenstein

Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A

258|Krysia Reilly
Amy K
259| Ackerman N/A
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2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

253|Jennifer Gerthe NA

254|Amy Ondell

255|Amanda Stucky  GOOD

Katina Lea
256| Wallenstein

Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A

258|Krysia Reilly

Amy K
259| Ackerman N/A
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253|Jennifer Gerthe

254|Amy Ondell

255|Amanda Stucky

Katina Lea
256| Wallenstein

Christina N
257|Monarrez

258|Krysia Reilly

Amy K
259|Ackerman

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Some standards seem acceptable (America 1492-1763). World to 60 seems a bit much for a 3rd grader. These should be middle or
High school topics after the children have learned American History. Also, the topics for the previous grades are pointless to put into
effect now if they weren't already learned before.

GOOD

Looks good to me

This sounds good as long as it is the True history. Our governor and chronies do not understand CRT. | don't want my child thinking
Columbus was awesome and discovered America when He didnt. What about the vikings? This is good as long as it is not waterted
down to make us "feel better" We need to learn from past mistakes. My daughter knows a lot about indigenous history and how it
hasnt changed. Please teach these kids the truth. Our settlers were horrible to the tribes as well as out government. Stop the hate
cycle young.

N/A

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

NA

GOOD
N/A

Looks good to me

N/A
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908 6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

253|Jennifer Gerthe NA NA

We are a Christian family and while | love seeing Jesus and Christian history taught in school | do not like the idea of other religions
being taught ... | believe there is a place for God in school however | do not want my child taught about other Gods that we do not
believe in. This could taint her beliefs and | feel this should be left at home. Unless you are only teaching Christianity in school then |

254|Amy Ondell think none of it should be in school:
255|Amanda Stucky  GOOD GOOD
Katina Lea
256| Wallenstein
Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A N/A

258|Krysia Reilly
Amy K
259|Ackerman Seems extensive, but appropriate. N/A
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

253|Jennifer Gerthe NA

254|Amy Ondell

255|Amanda Stucky  GOOD

Katina Lea
256| Wallenstein

Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A

258|Krysia Reilly

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

NA

GOOD

N/A

This sounds good but please don't water it down. My son is a history kid and will flat out tell you that you are wrong. He knows that
Europeans were horrible people when they came here.

Amy K
259| Ackerman N/A N/A
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008

253|Jennifer Gerthe NA NA NA
254|Amy Ondell
255|Amanda Stucky GOOD GOOD GOOD
Katina Lea
256| Wallenstein
Christina N
257|Monarrez N/A N/A N/A
258|Krysia Reilly
Amy K
259| Ackerman N/A N/A N/A
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Stephanie ACLU Legal Director and Oglala Lakota
260]Amiotte Tribal Member
261]Jennifer Nel[son  Parent/Guardian
262|Kim Parent/Guardian
263|Billie Hysell Parent/Guardian

bernadine
264|breske Parent/Guardian
265|Karen Schleiger Parent/Guardian

Ceryneh D
266|Slade Parent/Guardian
267|Jessica Kellen  Parent/Guardian
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2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

The ACLU of South Dakota supports all Tribal Sovereign Nations and all Indigenous persons. The South Dakota third revised social studies content standards are an example of ongoing colonialism and discrimination against Tribes in South Dakota and Indigenous students. Native Americans represent the second
largest ethnic group in South Dakota and have the least representation within these content standards. Indigenous leaders, culture, history and topics are mentioned the least amount within all topics and subjects, especially historical figures. No mention is made of the lasting effects on Indigenous societies caused by
colonization within the state of South Dakota or U.S. The content standards fall short of including the substantive Native American topics and Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings that would foster acceptance of diversity, understanding and meet the needs of Indigenous students.

The failure to consult with any Tribal Government is also blatant discrimination against Native American students and Indigenous families in South Dakota. It violates the state’s obligation to first consult with the Tribal governments under S.D.C.L. §1-54 and to obtain from Tribes’ free, prior and informed consent when
actions are taken that affect Tribes and their children. Instead of engaging in meaningful consultation with Tribes to obtain suggestions, input and consent to these revisions, the department of education hired a former Christian-college professor. The revisions do not include Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings in
civics, history, geography, economics, government and all other subjects within the social studies content standards for each grade level. The revisions now include mandatory teachings about Christianity in a number and manner that could violate the State of South Dakota’s Constitution and the Establishment
Clause. Religious figures of significance to Tribes or other ethnic groups are not mentioned or referenced in any manner.

Harmful biases and attitudes toward Native Americans are perpetuated generation after generation by these revised content standards which erase the presence of Indigenous history, culture, innovations, contributions to modern society, and languages from the classroom. Native American students have unique
cultural needs that are not being met through these content standards which fail to include, to any meaningful degree, Indigenous perspective. The state of South Dakota receives federal funding specifically for Indian Students every year who attend public schools and the content standards should reflect that.

The state also has an ongoing affirmative duty and obligation to honor the Treaties the U.S. entered into with the Tribes of South Dakota, and should not blatantly disregard the federal laws and U.S. Constitution recognizing Tribal sovereignty. This includes the right of Tribes to provide direction and input for the
education of their children who attend schools in the State of South Dakota. This obligation and duty were entirely ignored by South Dakota Department of Education which results in discrimination against Indigenous students and the Tribal Nations of our state.

Stephanie
260]Amiotte Sent from South Dakota — the ancestral land of Yanktonai, Cheyenne, Mnicoujou, and Ogeti Sakowin
261]Jennifer Nelson — All students should and need to learn all of this material
262|Kim
263|Billie Hysell Approve
bernadine
264|breske N/A
Admittedly education is evolving over time, and often it's because better teaching techniques and modalities provide increased opportunities for children to learn. Many parents have a tendency to be "set in their ways"... and | recall how challenging it was for my child to transition to "common core" math. Although it
was new, and a particularly difficult transition for children at certain ages, it was logical, added simplification to certain topics, and was developed and implemented by teachers.
This complete revamp of social studies standards is ludicrous! How can state funded childhood education become an exercise of political power? A broad group of educators put together proposed curricula based on extensive expertise.... where is that plan now? Discarded. Current local, age-appropriate educators
and recently retired teachers should make up the bulk of decision makers, NOT politicians, and NOT out-of-state partisan colleges.
Seriously, the standards for young children are far beyond reasonable expectation, to recite excerpts from the Declaration of Independence and the Preamble to the US Constitution? Why instead would we not teach them something more intellectually and developmentally appropriate? These are children who have not
yet learned to read or spell beyond the basics. Teaching the fall of Rome and the Middle Ages to second graders? They are still learning to tie their shoes!
Once again in the older grade curricula, the children must recite further the Declaration of Independence... where is the part that they learn what the document really means? Memorization is great for spelling words and math equations, and even historical dates, but history is an evolving story of peoples over time.
Maybe we should be empowering kids to be thinkers and problem solvers... and then maybe even doers?
If our local teachers and school boards are not in favor of these standards, if they are saying that this isn't how our children should be learning... let's have the politicians take a step back and try this again. Don't provide a group tasked to DEVELOP STANDARDS a handbook on standards and ask them to sign off on
it. Respectful collaboration amongst educators is what is best for my child's educational future.
And by the way, how are teachers going to be brought up to speed on these changes? State Department of Education sponsored "events"? Many school districts are struggling to bring in and/or retain educators... now teachers will be forced to "reteach themselves how to teach the standards". Standards they don't
265|Karen Schleiger support. Good luck bettering K-12 education in South Dakota.
Ceryneh D
266|Slade The is no form of Native or African American studies so | disagree with the whole curriculum
267|Jessica Kellen  UNREALISTIC. UNATTAINABLE. PUTS TOO MUCH PRESSURE ON OUR KIDS AND OUR EDUCATORS WHO HAVE TO HELP OUR KIDS LEARN ALL THIS INFORMATION!
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

The proposed Kindergarten social studies content standards provides no mention of Indigenous persons, historical figures, culture, languages, tribes of our regions, fails to include any age appropriate Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings,
Indigenous songs, or basic concepts on human rights viewpoints for a child of Kindergarten to consider toward the goal of accepting diversity of Indigenous Persons who are prominently located in our region. It's as though Indigenous Peoples
don't exist in past or contemporary times if these Kindergarten standards were to be adopted. The kindergarten social studies standards are steeped in White colonialism viewpoints that are discriminatory to Indigenous Persons through glaring
omission. They are also discriminatory to Indigenous Kindergarteners whose culture, viewpoint, language and education needs are entirely erased by these proposed social studies content standards. The Kindergarten section of the proposed
content standards fail to include the recommendations from Tribal Governments contrary to South Dakota law and federal law and fail to honor Tribal Government's right to give free, prior and informed consent before decisions are made by other
agencies that affect Tribes and Indigenous children in South Dakota. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in Kindergarten content standards in whatever manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request
Stephanie and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and perpetuate discrimination against
260]Amiotte Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.
261|Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes
Directions, continents on a map, how America came about | feel is a valid knowledge for a 1st grader but reciting the Declaration of Independence and preamble is ridiculous. | also feel learning about ways of life in another era and early
262|Kim civilizations too early for 1st graders.
263|Billie Hysell Na
bernadine
264|breske N/A
265|Karen Schleiger
Ceryneh D
266|Slade
267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list.
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments
which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their
children, including educational decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence and historical
significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful
history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for
Native American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique cultural needs of which are recognized by
the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and
all other school subjects in whatever manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing White
Stephanie colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples.
260]Amiotte They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.
261|Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes
262|Kim Way to early for this age group. Reading and sounds is what should be focused on at this age and grade.
263|Billie Hysell Approve
bernadine
264|breske N/A
265|Karen Schleiger
Ceryneh D
266|Slade
267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list.
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Stephanie
260|Amiotte

261|Jennifer Nelson

262|Kim

263|Billie Hysell

bernadine
264|breske

265|Karen Schleiger

Ceryneh D
266|Slade

267|Jessica Kellen

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes
against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including
educational decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence and historical significance of Indigenous
Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society,
artistic styles, or other Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native American students in South Dakota should
be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards
do not meet them. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever manner, scope and depth that
Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous
Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is inclusive rather than
exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.

Yes

N/A

It is my belief that these standards are unattainable. Looking through the list there are things listed that | don’t expect ANY person to know let alone a second grader. The amount of information
to be crammed within a school year is an absurd amount. Fine, teach them the basics but this is a very in-depth, detailed list. We can work with cardinal directions and the legends on the map,
but then we start listing an overwhelming amount of more proposed standards that | believe are going to make students become frustrated and disheartened with school. Why in the heck would
it be necessary to teach second graders MULTIPLE eras of information (Middle Ages, Late Middle Ages, and American History). You're asking a second grader to explain and understand the
importance of various religions, dynasties, and to know the ins and outs of American Government-most of which an adult off the street couldn’t even do! You're asking students to know the life
of previous presidents, again stick to the basics-what was the major event during their presidency and what number president are they. There is no need at this time to go more in-depth. This is
absolutely ridiculous! | don't know at what grade level this information would be appropriate to learn but second grade is not it. | hope you choose to not put this kind of pressure on our kiddos.
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3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful
consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which
recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational
decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence
and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to
Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other
Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native
American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique
cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti  cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti
Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever
manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing
White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and  White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and
Stephanie perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is
260]Amiotte inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information. inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.
261]Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes. She needs to learn this, and should learn this material. Yes
262|Kim
263|Billie Hysell Approve Na
bernadine
264|breske N/A N/A
265|Karen Schleiger
Ceryneh D
266|Slade
267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list. Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list.
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5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful
consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which
recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational
decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence
and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to
Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other
Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native
American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique
cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti  cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti
Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever
manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing
White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and  White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and
Stephanie perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is
260]Amiotte inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information. inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.
261|Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes Yes
262|Kim
263|Billie Hysell Na Na
bernadine
264|breske N/A N/A
265|Karen Schleiger
Ceryneh D
266|Slade
267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list. Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list.
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful
consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which
recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational
decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence
and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to
Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other Indigenous students such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other
Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native
American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique
cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti  cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti
Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever Sakowin Essential Understandings should be represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever
manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing
White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and  White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and
Stephanie perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is
260]Amiotte inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information. inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.
261|Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes Yes
262|Kim
263|Billie Hysell Na Na
bernadine
264|breske N/A N/A
265|Karen Schleiger
Ceryneh D
266|Slade
267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list. Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list.
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern 9-12 - Economics

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from
Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful consultation with the Tribal Nation
Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the
Constitution which recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to
make decisions involving their children, including educational decisions. These content
standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the
demographic presence and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to Indigenous students
consultation with the Tribal Nation Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic
recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions involving their children, including educational decisions. styles, or other Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for
These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence and historical Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native American students in South
significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to Indigenous students Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that
such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other Indigenous topics that foster meet their unique cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States
acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native American students in South Dakota Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti Sakowin

should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique cultural needs of which are recognized Essential Understandings should be represented in economics and all other school
by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings should be ' subjects in whatever manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and

represented in civics, history, geography, and all other school subjects in whatever manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing White colonialism
request and approve. These proposed content standards represent the ongoing White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South
discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. Dakota, harm our state and perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They
Stephanie They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is inclusive rather than
260]Amiotte information. exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.
261|Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes Yes
262|Kim
263|Billie Hysell Na Na
bernadine
264|breske N/A N/A
265|Karen Schleiger
Ceryneh D
266|Slade
267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list. after looking at my grade list.

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from
Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful consultation with the Tribal Nation
Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution
which recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make decisions
involving their children, including educational decisions. These content standards fail to
meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the demographic presence
and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native
American topics that are culturally relevant to Indigenous students such as languages,
innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other
Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for Native Americans in
our state. Federal funding for Native American students in South Dakota should be
reflected in the development of social studies content standards that meet their unique
cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these
content standards do not meet them. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings should
be represented in truthful history and all other school subjects in whatever manner, scope
and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve. These proposed content
standards represent the ongoing White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster
discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota, harm our state and perpetuate
discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to
receive education that is inclusive rather than exclusive of Indigenous subjects and
information.

Yes

Na

N/A

Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard
after looking at my grade list.
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

The proposed social studies content standards fail to include recommendations from Tribes in South Dakota following meaningful consultation with the Tribal Nation
Governments which goes against South Dakota law and Federal law and the Constitution which recognizes Tribal Nations as sovereign governments entitled to make
decisions involving their children, including educational decisions. These content standards fail to meet Indigenous students' unique cultural needs, fail to reflect the
demographic presence and historical significance of Indigenous Peoples in the state, fail to include Native American topics that are culturally relevant to Indigenous students
such as languages, innovations, truthful history, contributions to modern society, artistic styles, or other Indigenous topics that foster acceptance of diversity and respect for
Native Americans in our state. Federal funding for Native American students in South Dakota should be reflected in the development of social studies content standards that
meet their unique cultural needs of which are recognized by the United States Government and these content standards do not meet them. The Oceti Sakowin Essential
Understandings should be represented in government and all other school subjects in whatever manner, scope and depth that Tribal Governments request and approve.
These proposed content standards represent the ongoing White colonialism viewpoints that continue to foster discrimination against Indigenous Peoples in South Dakota,
Stephanie harm our state and perpetuate discrimination against Indigenous Peoples. They also deprive all students of the right to receive education that is inclusive rather than
260]Amiotte exclusive of Indigenous subjects and information.

261|Jennifer Nelson ~ Yes

262|Kim

263|Billie Hysell Na
bernadine

264|breske N/A

265|Karen Schleiger

Ceryneh D
266|Slade

267|Jessica Kellen  Does not apply to my kiddo, but I'm sure they are being held to an unattainable standard after looking at my grade list.
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268|Katie Washnok  Parent/Guardian
Amy
269|Braunesreither  Parent/Guardian

Sierra
270]|Vanderzee K-12 Educator
271|BJAYE SCOTT  Parent/Guardian

Parent & higher education

Jennifer
272|Anderson

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Education
Agency

273|Cherie A Farlee

Katie
274 Djurkowitsch Parent/Guardian

275|Julie Eide Concerned citizen

276|Kaitlyn Sasker  K-12 Educator

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent
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268

A
Name

Katie Washnok

269

Amy
Braunesreither

270

Sierra
Vanderzee

271

BJAYE SCOTT

272

Jennifer
Anderson

273

Cherie A Farlee

274

Katie
Djurkowitsch

275

Julie Eide

276

Kaitlyn Sasker

C
Proposed Social Studies standards overall
This is an excellent and much needed curriculum update. | appreciate the Governor's attention to detail, care and diversity of the well crafted standards commission. | trust the knowledge and expertise of these individuals and educators and professionals - | also truly appreciate the Governor's drive to include parents
in these important decisions! THANK YOU Governor Noem!

Please include systemic racism

Overall, | would vote no. They do not seem developmentally appropriate for elementary level students.
i would just like to know how they compare prior to this restructure.

Overall, | think this is a very comprehensive plan. | wish | could have had a social sciences experience like this in K-12!

| very much appreciate the inclusion and emphasis on indigenous history and culture. That's so important. | also appreciate the acknowledgement of both successes and failures in our history, as well as showing multiple perspectives on complex issues like slavery or economic policies.
One thing that seems to have been omitted is any history from South America. There is some mention of Central America, when it relates to American politics/history. But it's strikingly little compared to the treatment of other global regions' histories throughout the curriculum.

Women also seem to receive very little attention until the 20th century. This could be rectified.

#10 on p. 6 is atrocious. "Debating current political positions or partaking in political activism at the bequest of a school or teacher does not belong in a K-12 social studies class, and the color of one’s skin does not determine what one can or should learn." That is so politically motivated, racist, and has no place in a
standards document. History is politics and current political environments are formed through events and actions of the past. They are inseparable. It is completely reasonable to include "current events" in a history class; many of those events will have political elements. It is reasonable and good for students to use
their understanding of history to help make sense of contemporary events in the U.S. and around the world.

Cheyenne River Tribal Education Response to the Proposed Social Studies Standards:

The Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe is opposed to the Proposed Standards

As, we reviewed the Social Studies standards, it was noted there is no critical thinking or inquiry learning. There is a list of tasks and it is not feasible to believe that teachers can cover all on content. Most elementary areas focus, on reading, math and language arts; there is limited emphasis on social studies. The
levels are not appropriate for elementary students. Rote memory is promoted throughout, a teaching method that is no longer encouraged. The references to Native American history promotes Native Americans into warlike people that contributes to more negative connotations against Native people. If we are going to
teach history let us teach it with honesty and integrity. We encourage teaching factual history. The standards are not a comprehensive true history. Where is the historical event that took place at Standing Rock with the water protectors? Why do we teach the history of Mt. Rushmore and little of the Wounded Knee
massacre? The standards appear to be divisive against Native Americans. The Scope and Sequence does not make sense. There is one or two instances of Crazy Horse mentioned, Mt. Rushmore mentioned more frequently. There are repeated standards, and there is question on the vertical and horizontal
alignment of the curriculum. The Native Americans do teach virtues, yet there is religious inference throughout the standards. An example is Jesus of Nazareth is cited but other religion are ignored.

We want to express our disappointment when Governor Noem, removed the original Social Studies standards committee. This committee was composed of 44 individuals and many teachers. Their work was painstaking developed and reviewed by many eyes. And, it was the consensus of the group to approve and
forward to the SD DOE and Governor. The Governor disbanded the group and appointed a 15 member board who only had 3 educators participating in the Social Studies standards development. We are sorely disappointed in the proposed Social Studies standards and oppose their approval and implementation.

South Dakota should not be looking at history in a biased fashion. The state promotes U.S history and other country histories that provide our students with a world perspective on history. The state of South Dakota has yet to tell the true history of the Native American people who were the first to inhabit the state. While
the majority population supports the ideals of state history, we encourage the true historical accountings of the Native American people. Why does the State of South Dakota want to continue to deny the true history that happened in our state? If the standards reflect a progressive scope and sequence for our K-12
students, not only does it provide a true accounting of the history, the standards educate all students and dispel the myths in our state history. Racism has influenced policy throughout state history, and if the classroom level of learning is inclusive in the social studies standards of the true history reflecting the atrocities
(holocaust) Native Americans endured, and are taught with a sense of learning, a state of reconciliation and healing may credibly occur within our State of South Dakota.

Dr. Cherie Farlee, Director

Cheyenne River Education Agency

Obscured and unrealistic
Excellent

| am an early childhood educator in the state of SD and the standards that are being proposed are developmentally inappropriate and place unachievable expectations on our students and teacher. While many of the topics are things | hope my own children to be educated on, where they are placed in a child's
educational career are not appropriate in any way. Please, please, please- revisit these proposed standards again. Perhaps, with more input from EDUCATORS- the ones who know how children learn AND the ones who will be expected to teach these to children. Let's not set up our students to fail!
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

268|Katie Washnok |excellent!
Amy
269|Braunesreither
It is not developmentally appropriate for Kindergarteners to be expected to know names of American figures at the age of 5. Symbols like the flag, the white house, the current president are much more developmentally appropriate for them.
Kindergarten is for a basic introduction to ideas and concepts to build on later in their education. We need to spend more time on reading and math instruction for students at this age, and drilling them on historical names and places on maps
Sierra would be a misuse of time. Social studies is a reading heavy subject, and it makes more sense to dedicate the time to building good readers that can be successful in social studies courses later on, rather than forcing them to memorize this
270|Vanderzee information at 5.
271|BJAYE SCOTT
Jennifer
272|Anderson
273|Cherie A Farlee
Katie
274|Djurkowitsch NA
275|Julie Eide Excellent
Map skills would be very new to Kindergarten age students, especially going into such detail and locating specific points on a map like the Atlantic Ocean, Alaska, Hawaii. Students would not be able to read these names yet. Students are still
276|Kaitlyn Sasker | trying to understand the difference between a city, state, and country, but now being asked to identify them on a map, plus identify physical features and specific points is not developmentally appropriate.
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268

Katie Washnok

269

Amy
Braunesreither

270

Sierra
Vanderzee

271

BJAYE SCOTT

272

Jennifer
Anderson

273

Cherie A Farlee

274

Katie
Djurkowitsch

275

Julie Eide

276

Kaitlyn Sasker

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

WAY too many things going on with that curriculum. Asking 1st graders to recite the preamble from memory? To know details about Jamestown? To describe the architectural styles
of buildings in DC? Are you kidding?

Ridiculous
Excellent
Reciting the Preamble? First graders are 6 and 7 years old. Big expectations. Also, if a Kindergarten student struggles identifying places on a map, what will change in one year that

a first grader will be able to identify all the oceans, continents, several neighboring countries, and large cities in the state of SD? They are still learning to read- both words and maps.
This has previously be expected at the Third Grade Level.
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268|Katie Washnok

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Amy

269|Braunesreither

Sierra

270|Vanderzee

271

BJAYE SCOTT

272

Jennifer
Anderson

273

Cherie A Farlee

274

Katie
Djurkowitsch

275

Julie Eide

276

Kaitlyn Sasker

| really like the inclusion of so many important and diverse cultures in the world history portion of this curriculum. And | really like the emphasis on citizenship in the American history/civics
section. | also really appreciate the inclusion of a focus on Native American history in terms of things like the Trail of Tears.

NA

Excellent

My second grade child who is one of the brightest in her class would have a difficult understanding the fall of Rome, rule of Constantine, what a monastery is, and the signing of the Magna
Carta. As an adult and educator, I'm not sure | could tell a story of the Norman Conquest as proposed in the new standards. But let us expect my 8 year old to?
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Katie Washnok

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Amy
Braunesreither

270

Sierra
Vanderzee

271

BJAYE SCOTT

272

Jennifer
Anderson

273

Cherie A Farlee

274

Katie
Djurkowitsch

275

Julie Eide

276

Kaitlyn Sasker

Asking 3rd graders to explain how taxes work is a tall order. | was just explaining this to my 3rd grade son last night. He's extremely
bright with math (he's almost at the 4th grade level now), and it was difficult for him to grasp. I'm concerned that many students
would not be able to grasp those concepts. Many adults find it quite difficult to do so!! What do you mean by "evaluate a historical
event" (3SS.1.c, p. 25)? this seems like it would stray from the very 'by the book/chronological/non-political' tone you've got running
throughout the rest of this plan. For 2SS.2.g -- | think the names of the reservations should be listed, similar to how you have listed
specific cities and states in other sections.

Sometimes the standards seem to include an unnecessary emphasis on "the Hebrews," which are a very small group without much
global impact other than producing Jesus. They certainly don't compare in size, scope, longevity, or impact to other major groupings
on that list: Ancient India, Babylon, Persia, and Ancient China [all in one subpoint] and then Ancient Egypt. This feels biased toward

monotheistic, Abrahamic faith traditions (Jewish, Christian, Muslim).

Some of the learning points for 3rd grade are identical to those in earlier grades, w/o mention of expanded or extended
understanding of the topic. Is that intentional?

Na

Excellent

Now that students are in third grade, we should expect them to be able to read and spell words like Peloponnesian War, Scipio
Africanus. There is a huge jump between 2nd and 3rd Grade as these students are no longer learning to read, but reading to learn,
however, it still needs to be at a 3rd Grade reading level. | am glad Third Graders get to learn about the Mayflower, but can | not
share the story with my Kindergarten students?

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

On p. 35, I'm particularly interested in 4.SS.11.1, because it mentions how history was recorded by Native Americans. That made me
think about how different means of recording history, and different authors of that recorded history, produce different accounts of the
same activities. | hope that this fact will be mentioned perhaps in later grades.

It seems there is not enough information about women across the curriculum. Women were also part of these movements and
made significant contributions, but they are not being included as major areas of study or discussion. For example, every time that
students are learning about the constitution, there should be an acknowledgement that the use of the term "men" to stand in for all
people represents a perspective that men are the important people in society, so women need not be mentioned. It is also important
to note very early on that all "men" were *not* treated equally even though the constitution states that they were created equally.
Women were denied many rights, including the right to vote. Slaves were counted as only a fraction of a person, and of course
denied the right to vote, among other things. These things do get included by the 5th grade curriculum, but it would be nice to include
them earlier. Involve women in the narrative of history from the beginning.

Na

Full of wisdom

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

306



5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

268|Katie Washnok

Amy

269|Braunesreither

273

Cherie A Farlee

274

Katie
Djurkowitsch Na

275

Julie Eide Excellent

276

Kaitlyn Sasker

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Sierra
270|Vanderzee
271|BJAYE SCOTT
The way that 6.SS.3.E is stated makes it seem like polytheistic religions did not believe in the individual worth of each person nor of
equal moral obligations of each person regardless of class or authority. That is not true. This might just be an issue of
editing/rewriting/rewording. Or, it might reflect some bias in understanding world religions. The final 2 aspects of that list could also
"World" history for 5th grade seems almost entirely focused on Europe. | can't remember if that was intentional in the overall plan or  just be left out.
not.
For 6.SS.4.F, I'm wondering if it makes sense to dive that deeply into Christian beliefs and doctrine. Maybe there needs to be some
When talking about "westward *expansion*" there should always be a mention that this was not neutral or vacant land that early acknowledgement that this focus is based partly on the major influence of Christianity in the U.S., so these understandings are
explorers and settles simply began to occupy. This was land that already belonged to indigenous peoples that was taken by force or necessary for contextualizing other events in U.S. history. Right now, though, it just reads like it's biased toward Christianity, b/c
by deception. there's just not that level of doctrinal detail for any other world religions. For example, there are not specific requirements to learn the
Jennifer 10 commandments of the Hebrews or to learn the 5 pillars of Islam. Those would be at a comparable level of detail for world
272|Anderson | really appreciate the authenticity of the curriculum explained on p. 41 in 5.SS.9, especially points M, N, & O. religions as what we see right now for the detail in understanding Christianity.

Na

Excellent
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7th Grade - America 1492-1877

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

8.SS.2.E -- another extremely important aspect of Marxist thought is the idea that workers do not control the means of production.
This basically boils down to the fact that (by and large) when workers produce goods (and this was very much based in the context
of industrialism and the production of material goods), they earn money for their work, but they do not share in the profit generated
by that production (with a few exceptions). Workers (the proletariat) create the products, but it is the owners of those companies who
profit off of not only the products but also the workers. This also leads to another key point in Marxist thought which is that wealth
becomes concentrated among the upper class (bourgeousie), creating massive gaps in income/wealth that are then also reflected in
the power than one class has over another. Essentially the idea is that financial/economic power translates into power over other
aspects of one's life, such as the means and priorities of ruling bodies.l don't know where to include this comment, but within
discussions of the Great Awakening, as well as other events in the late 1800s, there should probably be some mention of
Mormons/Latter-Day Saints and their role in westward expansion, relations with indigenous peoples (e.g., the Mountain Meadows
massacre), religious freedom, religious persecution, and its distinction as a uniquely American, monotheistic, Abrahamic
religion.8.SS.5.E -- hopefully the story of carving Mt. Rushmore would include multiple viewpoints on its value and meaning, i.e., not
all indigenous people were/are on board with carving up their land. The Crazy Horse memorial is also steeped in controversy in
terms of how people interpret the memorial.

8.SS.6.G-H -- why not have students memorize and recite the | Have a Dream Speech? They will have memorized many other
famous works; I'm sure they could do this one. Plus, reciting it helps develop oral communication skills.

8.S8S.7.B -- needs more detail. The Vietnam War was extremely complicated. Based on the level of detail in other areas where wars
are discussed, | think it would be wise to have more detail here.

8.SS.7.E -- need to include on the list of things that were being challenged: patriarchy (i.e., a cultural system/structure that places
men in positions of authority to the exclusion of women).

8.SS.7.F -- why so much focus on welfare? there are 2 separate points about it. Also missing from the curriculum up to this point is
talk of medical innovations that shaped societies (e.g., vaccinations, cures, procedures).

8.S8.8.J - K -- students should also explain the Affordable Care Act, as this was a major legislative change to medical care that
affected many areas of society. | know that the chronology only goes through 2008, but why not go through 2012? Other health-
related policies that could be covered include FMLA and HIPPA. Information privacy and security, including cyberthreats are also
important to consider as the end of the 20th and early 21st century saw great strides in technological innovation that again impact
historical events.

Na

Excellent

268|Katie Washnok
Amy
269|Braunesreither
Sierra
270|Vanderzee
271|BJAYE SCOTT
| really like the foci of the points in 7.SS.3. These represent a really important part of our civic education, especially in SD. In some
ways | wish many of these ideas were presented sooner in the curriculum, b/c it feels like they should be understood alongside
topics regarding the establishment and expansion of the U.S.
| appreciate the transparency in talking about the 'founding fathers' in terms of which of them owned slaves and which supported
abolition. That's important to know and understand.
Jennifer
272|Anderson We *finally* get to have a real focus on women in history by 7th grade. Can we do a little more to include women earlier on?
273|Cherie A Farlee
Katie
274 Djurkowitsch Na
275|Julie Eide Excellent
276|Kaitlyn Sasker
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

268|Katie Washnok

Amy

269|Braunesreither

9-12 - Economics

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

Sierra
270|Vanderzee
271|BJAYE SCOTT
performed both within their personal and societal spheres, and to contrast that with the
differences in those roles and expectations observed across cultures and over time.
However, and this is a big however, laying out what the men's and women's roles were/are
seems unnecessarily detailed. Compare that with the previous bullet point "the distance of
one's physical travels." It doesn't further describe that distance by saying something like
(typically within a small geographic region in proximity to one's home and family). It just
feels unnecessary and biased to spell out those roles in such a detailed way here.
This list is also all over the place in terms of how things are stated. Some are stated as
contemporary practices to contrast with earlier practices (e.g., "ability to speak one's
mind..."), whereas others are just a general category without much direction (e.g., "family
structure"). There should be consistency with how these are written both in terms of
9-12.E.H -- this is incredibly biased. It's fine to talk about how government actions/policy grammatical/phrasing issues as well as the level of detail and the perspective from which
can harm the economy as long as you also talk about how they can help/improve the each of these is written.
economy. Same thing goes for 9-12.E.| -- economic efficiency is also not the goal for
private business, profit is. The whole "once social or political goals influence such 9-12.USH.5.C. -- there should also be a clear/explicit mention of the ways the systems or
policies" is very biased. In earlier definitions of capitalism, you talk about how it's a structures of society can create and reinforce racist practices. For example, things like
system that allows people to possess more than what they need to live, and to live well. ' Japanese internment camps in WWII, red-lining in real estate, or Indian boarding schools.
That's absolutely about social goals. Capitalism itself is a reflection of both social and You could just add it on to the sentence to show the scope of racism from individual
political goals and beliefs--all economic systems are. It's not accurate to characterize beliefs and behaviors, to public beliefs and behaviors, to systemic/structural practices and
government economic/fiscal actions as tainted by social/political elements and to how they all become intertwined.
characterize private industry as somehow free from these influences. | think item "I"
would be fine if you drop that final clause; it's true that government-run programs are 9-12.USH.8.D -- wording here falls prey to the trappings of using gendered language when
typically not characterized by economic efficiency. But the second clause places a value- you intend to be inclusive in the phrase "fundamental rights arise out of man's nature..." It
laden explanation in there that veers this away from a factual statement into an opinion- ' should be revised so that "man" is replaced with "person" or "human being".
based one.
9-12.USH.10.F -- voting rights were broader, but they still only applied to land-owning
Also important to mention somewhere along the line that women were not able to white men. That cannot be ignored. Also, how did our voting rights compare with other
participate fully in economic or labor aspects of society due to hiring and education *voting* rights in earlier or other civilizations. Seems very similar to what we saw in Greco-
Jennifer restrictions. Women are still paid considerably less than men; this has an impact on the Roman times.
272|Anderson 9-12.WH.8.B -- there is a typo: "in" is repeated economy.
273|Cherie A Farlee
Katie
274 Djurkowitsch Na Na Na
275|Julie Eide Excellent Excellent Excellent
276|Kaitlyn Sasker
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

268|Katie Washnok

269|Braunesreither

Amy

270

Sierra
Vanderzee

271

BJAYE SCOTT

272

9-12.C.4.F -- same problem as listed above with 9-12.USH.8.D, using "man" as universal for all human beings
At what point would students study ALL of the amendments to the constitution? Those are extremely important for understanding the foundational, constitutional aspects of
American civics.
9-12.C.7.F -- this word choice seems to sanitize the 2nd amendment "tools". It's about bearing arms, weapons, and being able to form a militia (a group of people organized
for the purpose of inflicting violence should the need arise). That should be made clear. A tool to protect and defend one's natural rights could be in the form of a well-built
fortress or a well-argued opinion. But that's not what this amendment deals with. It's about weapons and militias. Be truthful in this area as you are in others.
9-12.C.7.H -- there is no such thing as "unlimited" free speech. There are a number of restrictions on free speech that are necessary to maintain a civil society. For
example, incitement, slander, and libel are types of speech that are not prohibited.
9-12.C.9.C -- another instance of a clause that takes it too far. The clause on this sentence about the intentions of the founders goes too far into the realm of speculation,
especially given the ambivalence (and sometimes support) of slavery we see among the writers of the constitution. In other places where you describe Lincoln's (or other
leaders') positions, you only list his positions--not their opposing viewpoints.
9-12.C.9.F -- this is just really poorly worded. It needs some commas to separate clauses or something. Also, didn't the Citizens United Supreme Court decision in some
way establish that corporations have rights comparable to individuals?9-12.C.12.B -- this seems like a strange comparison. why not examine how the role of the President's
cabinet and federal employees changed over time, rather than forcing a comparison between its current form and its initial form? This over-simplifies the issue by neglecting
the impact of changes in the size and structure of the U.S. and its government.
9-12.C.13.G -- | think you mean "with respect to" or "in comparison with" the ideas of the founders. I'm also skeptical that the founders had very specific ideas--laid out in the
constitution--about "energy" or "health care." Again, you also have to be careful of being too reductionist when you think about something like health or health care. Life
expectancies are different, medical advances have dramatically changed human health, etc. Views on these things MUST change in response to their changing reality. So,
it's just important to be able to establish that these comparisons are descriptive, rather than evaluative. For example, we don't need to be strict constitutionalists that will
characterize anything they interpret as different from the consitutional intentions as somehow anti- or non-constitutionalist. In other words, we just need to make sure we're
not presenting contrasting views in a negative light.
9-12.C.15.D -- this also feels like a bit of cherry-picking. I'd be interested to see if this list of characteristics that were required for representative self-government in the U.S.
is something used across history curricula in the U.S. It seems like it might be based more on presumption and biased interpretations than on historical fact. But this is
something I'm not familiar with, so | don't know.
9-12.C.15.H -- the right to vote is not guaranteed to citizens who are incarcerated, except in DC, Maine, and Vermont. In other states (including SD), the convicted felons
lose their right to vote for the entirety of their sentencing, but it is automatically restored after that. In others, there might be a waiting period, and in any case, they must take
additional actions before their voting rights are restored.
9-12.C.16.D -- this is an important point, and it has been since the inception of the U.S. remember the Federalist Papers? Media (including pamphlets, newspapers,
magazines, etc.) have always been a major part of our social and political systems. Think of the Kennedy-Nixon debate and how radio listeners thought Nixon won, but TV
Jennifer viewers thought Kennedy did. It's important to point out that we are just experiencing the next iteration of these effects.
Anderson 9-12.C.18.G -- some of these principles were also used to commit atrocities. let's not forget that.

273

Cherie A Farlee

Katie

274 Djurkowitsch Na

275|Julie Eide Excellent

276|Kaitlyn Sasker
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277

Tim Jorgenson

278

Jason R Howe

279

Ethan Nehring

280

Nicole Caton

281

Nicole Caton

282

Gena tarrell

283

Abby Sprecher

284

Brandy

285

Rose Hofland

286

Heather Sporrer

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian

Student

Parent/Guardian
Parent/Guardian
Grandparent

Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian

Citizen, tax payer, and a daughter of
teachers who cares about kids and
education

Parent/Guardian

287|Erica Simonsen Parent/Guardian
288| Arlene Smith K-12 Educator
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

277|Tim Jorgenson  accept without changes.
278|Jason R Howe | Curriculum as presented appears to be adequate and provides a general understanding of human sociology
Although the Holocaust is included within the current proposed standards, enhanced standards are essential in fully shaping the knowledge of the Holocaust. Please add the following to the proposed standards:
The student should communicate the connection between national, ethnic, racial or religious intolerance and antisemitism.
The student should communicate the impact of personal responsibility, civic engagement and societal response in the context of the Holocaust.
279|Ethan Nehring  The student should communicate the breath of the history of antisemitism and the Holocaust, including the Third Reich dictatorship, concentration camp system, persecution of Jews and non-Jews, Jewish and non-Jewish resistance and post-World War Il trails.
280|Nicole Caton
281|Nicole Caton This list is very very specific but leaving out many items that are key to a true understanding of society and history.
282| Gena tarrell
283|Abby Sprecher | like the idea
There is an immense amount of detail expected all around, far more comprehensive than | encountered in college coursework on American history. | am not a teacher. | wonder if students at all places on the bell curve can accomplish all of this. It may be worth really hearing from current educators of all phases of
career on these standards. In some courses it's quadruple the standards and spells out the exact instructional method, something | would think falls under the scope of educators. We all learned during covid that teachers know better than most of us! The volume of standards do appear to pose a contrast to project
based learning, where a love of content evolves out of a learning experience of depth and local relevance. Educators may best reflect whether the volume and pace are realistic, whether the detailed expectations are realistic to all learner abilities, and whether this level of detail may have unintended adverse impact on
284|Brandy other learning that will need to be reduced to make room for all of this.
You need teacher input here. Badly. These are not age appropriate and make no effort to create any relevance for students or encourage their participation beyond absorbing and reciting. As someone who works with students, | can say this would be a disaster in action. Teachers- please help! These are awful.
Shame on you for not trusting the initial teacher workgroup. | understand the concern of not wanting students to be encouraged to protest as a part of their curriculum, but having no opportunities for involvement, inquiry, or interest in this current draft is a huge swing and a miss. As written, these will engage and
285|Rose Hofland effectively serve maybe 2 percent of any classroom. The brain drain in this state will only continue.
The level of knowledge and understanding expected out of elementary students is at a collegiate level!!!! How did anyone think these standards were a good idea!! And yet there is little to no critical thinking! Just memorization!
How is there any time for any other subjects? How many more teachers are we going to lose over this ridiculousness, when we are just expecting more and more out of them!
These standards double the 2021 standards that were scrapped. There are so many unrealistic expectations already placed on teachers and students, we don’t need more. It is obvious there were only three teachers on the committee.
These standards are terrible and those that wrote them are completely out of touch with reality. It is obvious teachers’ opinions were not sought, quite obvious that only three teachers were on the committee. These standards, especially the elementary standards, need to be scrapped completely. As a parent to
286|Heather Sporrer | elementary students, | can attest there is no way my bright children can achieve those standards. | am aghast anyone thought the standards were appropriate especially for elementary students.
Overall, | generally believe the standards are not overly all that shocking. If one looks back on the classroom books of the past, and | mean the way past when schools where ran out of one room schoolhouses, these are very similar to what the students in those schools where learning, even at a very young age. It is
very important for children to learn the history of their nation, what rights are bestowed onto them via the Constitution, how people in the past in this nation of numerous cultures, religions, creeds, etc went through very trival and horrendous times at the hands of one another through wars and even against this nations
very own Govt. It is important to instill knowlegde of the important people in this nation's history who created change, even if it was bad, so we can have a generation of people growing up who will know through learning that history to not make those same mistakes again, but who also can learn to appreciate the
people that make up this nation, to care about their fellowman again. The content may seem like a lot to take in at each grade level, and | have heard this concern from many whom oppose these standards, however, the last decade, maybe even two, of the education system has turned teachers into having to cater to
providing instructional lessons on social issues or spending their time not only being teachers, but also trying to fill the role of parent, counselor, therapist, coach, etc. Teachers need to get back to teaching the basics, to teaching the foundations that will prepare students for the real world. Part of that is informing
287|Erica Simonsen children of what it means to be an American, what it means to be a South Dakotan, what it means to take pride in loving the land that you live in, even if it has some very darked stained moments in time.
288|Arlene Smith There are several areas that need to be re-examined and/or completely left out. If parts of the truth are left out of history, there is no point in teaching it because half truths prevent the students from gaining a complete understanding of the world around them and acquiring growth mindsets.
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277

Tim Jorgenson

278

Jason R Howe

279

Ethan Nehring

280

Nicole Caton

281

Nicole Caton

282

Gena tarrell

283

Abby Sprecher

284

Brandy

285

Rose Hofland

286

Heather Sporrer

287

Erica Simonsen

288

Arlene Smith

A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

NA

Many of these concepts are far too advanced for a kindergartener. Identifying the list of specific oceans countries and state is not something age appropriate. Also being able to tell stories of all of those historic figure would be impossible for
children if kindergarten age.

Love this

There is quite a bit of “explain/compare/contrast” for a developmental group with minimal world exposure and concrete though formulations.

| am concerned about discussing figures or historical symbols for this age group without context. Seems like a leap.

Absurd...Kindergartners knowing and being able to identify and explain the different flags, the Alamo, the U.S. Supreme Court Building, United States Constitution (these are a few examples out of 31 different symbols) is ridiculous and this is only
a small snippet.

| think the proposed standards at this grade level are actually pretty basic things for a Kindergarten to know at this age; | just think that the format it may be written in makes it APPEAR as the information is outside the reach of this age group.
These concepts and standards can easily be taught to the children as long as it is done in a fun and engaging way that is done at THEIR level such as using songs, short animated cartoons and stories, coloring pages acting out scenes in a skit
using customs, or making related crafts. All done in short 10-15min incriments to not overload kids in this age group with a lot of information at once. This is all similar to how children in the 70s, 80s, and even 90s even in Kindergaten (At least
where | grew up in Ohio) actually were introduced to not only important facts and moments in America and about the Constitution, but what it means to be a good citizen of our nation. This is the grade in which the FOUNDATIONS of learning about
American history, the history of our state, and basic knowledge of the rights we as American citizens have granted to us by the Constitution.

Although the structure of this unit is laid out very nicely, the list of historical figures and the ACCURACY of their life stories for several of these figures would not be age appropriate for Kindergarten. Christopher Columbus never "discovered"
America and Pocahontas was not her real name. Her life story is a sad, tragic one that should not be introduced to Kindergarten. Also, if the "Founding Fathers" are discussed, their negative, racist attitudes towards Indigenous people should also
be discussed- but, again, not to kindergarten.
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277

Tim Jorgenson

278

Jason R Howe

279

Ethan Nehring

280

Nicole Caton

281

Nicole Caton

282

Gena tarrell

283

Abby Sprecher

284

Brandy

285

Rose Hofland

286

Heather Sporrer

287

Erica Simonsen

288

Arlene Smith

A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

NA

Na

Truly terrible. These standards read like a college syllabus. Teaching 1st graders about ancient Persian wars, the Roman Empire, Triangle Trade and having them recite the
Preamble? This is not going to be engaging or appropriate for 1st graders. It's clear elementary teachers were not involved in this.

Absurd... First grades memorizing the Preamble of the Constitution, maybe middle schooler but not First graders! Completely ridiculous again and this is only one small portion of the
expectations

Although | think it the standards for American history here are well and fine, | do think the world history should actually be lighten in load a little more in this grade and even through
maybe 4th. Far too often we are trying to instill knowledge about the history of the world overall to kids before they even have a grasp on the history of America and even their own
state. Maybe tying in SOME basics of Roman history and only how it influenced American Govt as well as touching on some important information about the culture and govt of
Britain when the pilgrims left to come to America, but there is still so much history within our own nation that could be spent learning about in the classroom still at this age

First graders do not need to know Christopher Columbus's biography because it is violent and inspires greed as per Inter Caetera 1493. They also do not need to know about slavery
at such a young age because of the horror that surrounds it.
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Tim Jorgenson

278

Jason R Howe

279

Ethan Nehring

280

Nicole Caton

281

Nicole Caton

282

Gena tarrell

283

Abby Sprecher

284

Brandy

285

Rose Hofland

286

Heather Sporrer

287

Erica Simonsen

288

Arlene Smith

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

NA

Na

Again- not age appropriate. The war of 1812 and reconstruction for 2nd graders? Students explaining the electoral relationship of slave states? Key developments of China in the late Middle
Ages? Child labor laws in the Gilded Age? This is all over the place. Where is the relevance? Where is age appropriate inquiry?

Absurd...Second graders are expected to identify the major historical events, cultural features, stories, and religious contributions of the early Christian, key developments in Africa, including
the influence of Islam and Christianity and the civilizations of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay, key developments in China, including Confucianism and the major dynasties. Completely ridiculous
again and this is only one small portion of the expectations. These expectations are after second graders are expected to understand American geography

Same as above; think the standards regarding American history/historical events and places are perfectly fine, but still think that holding off learning about other nations such as China, Africa,
etc should come at a higher school grade to use the time dedicated for social studies to focus soley on American History at this grade level.

One of the biggest contributions of Christianity are as follows: "Kill the man, save the Indian". Do we really want 2nd graders to know that? | would never teach the contributions of Christianity to
2nd grade.
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Tim Jorgenson

278

Jason R Howe

279

Ethan Nehring

280

Nicole Caton

281

Nicole Caton

282

Gena tarrell

283

Abby Sprecher

284

Brandy

285

Rose Hofland

286

Heather Sporrer

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

NA

Sounds good

Not age appropriate. Tell me how many of the committee members could explain the causes, warfare, and effects of the Persian
Wars, including the battles of Marathon and Thermopylae? And yet this is the sort of thing we want to engage 3rd graders with?
What? Not age appropriate- The student explains the rule of law, as asserted in the Magna Carta, compared to the rule of man, and
its influence on leading colonists. This is a college or high school essay, not a 3rd grade standard. These kids will be disconnected
and bored.

Absurd...The level of absurdity gets worse with every year...Third graders explaining the causes, warfare, and effects of the
Peloponnesian War, Persian Wars, including the battles of Marathon and Thermopylae, Punic Wars, including the roles of Hannibal
and Scipio Africanus. This is only a small snippet of what they are supposed to know and all this after they memorize (with correct
spelling) a geographical map of the United States!

287

Erica Simonsen

Same as above; think the standards regarding American history/historical events and places are perfectly fine, but still think that
holding off learning about other nations such as China, Africa, etc should come at a higher school grade to use the time dedicated
for social studies to focus soley on American History at this grade level.

Arlene Smith

288

What is the point of third grade reciting a document that clearly distinguishes the "merciless Indian savages" from the "all men are
created” clause?

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

NA

Na

This is too much at this age. Compare current 22 standards over 4 sections, to now more than 80, very specific standards over 11
sections including adding extensive world history with the requirement to explain earths earliest cultures and their specific wars. The
proposed standards are noble examples of history yet so specific and comprehensive that | don’t know how my daughters daily
social studies class could cover it all in a year. The higher level compare/contrast and explanation based standards would be a
stretch for a good number of these students’ cognitive development and reasoning ability. It would seem they would almost need to
be coached on the explanation, as would lack the formation to come up with this on their own. This would amount to students
parroting the memorized logic taught by adults, versus understanding various perspectives from which the content standard is
derived and appreciated.

It also sounds a bit like prosperity gospel equating participation as a citizen with moral goodness, and the presumption that those
elected to govern are always responsible, special people versus perspective that those who govern are representative of all of us.
Why do the standards need to detail the many battles of Washington but there are only 2 out of 80 standards specific to indigenous
peoples?

| do like the civics, understanding how a law is made, different branches and levels of government. These represent a taxonomy of
learning whereby the concept deepens as material is repeated in later years, first learn content and then build understanding.

Why do children need to memorize chunks of the Declaration of Independence? Again, can contributing adult citizens do this? No,
we have the internet now. We can pick up a book and read it. Rote memorization is not necessary. Then the 4th graders are on to
mastering world religions and architecture. And then the one time we seem to be encouraging critical thinking and considering
different positions and stepping into a historical figures shoes is to justify/understand the confederate side of slavery. “The student
explains the different positions on slavery among the founders and their generation, including those who did not hold slaves and
worked for its abolition, those who held slaves but wished for its abolition, and those who were in favor of slavery and its
continuation.” Yuck.

| could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects!

Same as above; think the standards regarding American history/historical events and places are perfectly fine and | think 4th grade
is the time to start introducing more lessons regarding world events and how they tie in with events influenced or led up to events in
American history, how those world history events impacted things going on in America

The content here is age-appropriate, but why focus so much on the lives of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, etc. when
students should also know the lives of Squanto, Crazy Horse, Massasoit, and Matoaka ("Pocahontas")?
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277

Tim Jorgenson

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

278

Jason R Howe

279

Ethan Nehring

280

Nicole Caton

281

Nicole Caton

282

Gena tarrell

283

Abby Sprecher

284

Brandy

285

Rose Hofland

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

NA NA
Na Na

So are we a private religious or public school? F. The student compares the religion of the Christians to that of the Hebrews and of
Not age appropriate. “The student explains the disruptions to society in the late Middle Ages and their effects, including the Black polytheist religions, including monotheism, the Trinity, the belief in Jesus of Nazareth as divine, the redeeming of a person’s sins, the

Death, the Great Schism of 1378, the Hundred Years’ War, the ideas of John Wycliffe and Jan Hus. “. This is a ridiculous
expectation for a 5th grader.

individual worth of each person, and equal moral obligations of each person regardless of class or authority. I'm not seeing the same
deep dive or explanations of key concepts for the other major world religions.

286|Heather Sporrer || could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects! | could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects!
287|Erica Simonsen

If fifth graders are expected to know Christian and Catholic leaders, perhaps, they should also learn about Hindu leaders, Buddhist

leaders, and Native medicine men and women as well. The Doctrine of Discovery could also tie into lessons focused on the Monroe  Again, there is much focus on Christianity for this topic. If religion must be taught in school, be sure to include the history and
288| Arlene Smith Doctrine. relevancy of ALL religions.
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8th Grade - America 1877-2008

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

277| Tim Jorgenson
278]Jason R Howe |NA NA
279|Ethan Nehring
280|Nicole Caton
281|Nicole Caton
282| Gena tarrell
283|Abby Sprecher ~ Sounds good Na
284|Brandy
| take issue with the entire “the student explains” 7.as.7 section. Why are you dictating to kids how to think about a particular text?
Why must everything be one right answer. A text can and should be analyzed. Why are we afraid of that? | am analyzing a set of
standards at your request. | am not explaining how the proposed social studies are xxxx (insert pre-ascribed learning goal here).
Analyze it, talk about it, familiarize, learn different perspectives. Yes. All come away with the same perspective. No. Not creating
285|Rose Hofland thinking and engaged citizens. | would have been bored to tears. There is too much packed in here.
286|Heather Sporrer || could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects! | could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects!
287|Erica Simonsen
Oceti Sakowin people were never agriculturists nor farmers. Despite what VERY FEW Oceti Sakowin "leaders” say or think, Oceti
288|Arlene Smith Sakowin people have always hunted. Why lie to 7th graders? This is good.
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9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

9-12 - United States History 1492-2008

277| Tim Jorgenson
Curriculum as presented appears to be adequate in providing students a general Curriculum as presented appears to be adequate and allows for the student to understand
278|Jason R Howe | Curriculum as presented appears to be objective and provides adequate coverage of world history understanding of economics the role of all people in the making of the current United States of America
279|Ethan Nehring
280|Nicole Caton
281|Nicole Caton Why is 2009-2021 being taught?
282| Gena tarrell
283|Abby Sprecher  Na Na Na
284|Brandy
Again. There are a lot of historical events and context for said events that are supposedly
supposed to be covered well enough to be explained. | see a lot of studying to pass a test
285|Rose Hofland There is too much packed in here. Basically- Student will know and explain all of history because lots of events are listed in the standards. Not as unreasonable, but still a lot here. and bored students.
| could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to | could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be
286|Heather Sporrer || could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects! be any time for any other subjects! any time for any other subjects!
287|Erica Simonsen
Again, When talking about George Washington and John Adams, make sure their racist
288|Arlene Smith This is good. This is good. ideals against the Native population are discussed as well.
11/9/2022 Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

319



277

A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

Tim Jorgenson

278

Jason R Howe | Curriculum as presented appears to be adequate and allows for the student to understand the principles of the US government

279|Ethan Nehring

280|Nicole Caton

281|Nicole Caton Where is the mention of the principle our government was built upon- “Seperation of Church and State”?
282|Gena tarrell

283|Abby Sprecher  Na

284

Nice emphasis on different parts of government, including awareness of tribal government. Its important to understand the construct of government if they may ever want to
Brandy participate to engage with elected officials.

285

Rose Hofland Too much here to reasonably cover and no student engagement demonstrated.

286

Heather Sporrer || could go on and on but these unrealistic expectations just get worse! How is there to be any time for any other subjects!

287

Erica Simonsen

288

If students are going to discuss Abraham Lincoln's presidency and all he did while in office, they should also learn about his order of execution for the Dakota hangings in
Arlene Smith Mankato, MN on December 26, 1862.
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

289 Quinn Merriam  K-12 Educator

Megan
290| Tschetter K-12 Educator

291|Heather Fields — Parent/Guardian

292|Kerri Cook Parent/Guardian
293| milton owen Pastor

294| Tiffany K-12 Educator
295|Dustin Parent/Guardian
296]Sally Sisk K-12 Educator

297|Sarah Lawrence Parent/Guardian

Adam
298| Sprengeler Parent/Guardian
299| Jeff Struwe Parent/Guardian

300]Jamie Schwenn K-12 Educator

301|Cori K-12 Educator
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A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall

289|Quinn Merriam -
Megan

290| Tschetter My children have learned all of this starting at kindergarten. Methods include, songs, maps, chants, and hands on activities! There is no reason that every kid in South Dakota shouldn’t know or be able to learn this material.

291|Heather Fields | love these new standards and support them fully. They are an accurate representation of our nation's history with positives and negatives. | hope these standards are adopted!

292|Kerri Cook
Although the Holocaust is included within the current proposed standards, enhanced standards are essential in fully shaping the knowledge of the Holocaust. Please add the following to the proposed standards.
1. The student should communicate the connection between national, ethnic, racial or religious intolerance and antisemitism.
2. The student should communicate the impact of personal responsibility, civic engagement and societal response in the context of the Holocaust.

293| milton owen 3.The student should communicate the breath of the history of antisemitism and the Holocaust, including the Third Reich dictatorship, concentration camp system, persecution of the Jews and non-Jews, Jewish and non-Jewish resistance and post-World War |l trials
Overall, the lack of educator input is very evident, as the scope and sequence does not align and is not logical. Many of these standards are not age appropriate and should be re-evaluated with educators that are in the corresponding classrooms and have taught for a minimum of 3 years. Educators have been trained
in the developmental stages of children and have extensive knowledge of how children think and learn in the classroom. They should be the primary source of information for standards and changes in education.
To change the entire K-12 social studies standards for each school district at this drastic level would be very costly. Is the state going to pay for all the curriculum and training required to implement these? Will teachers be compensated for all the professional development required on a state level? With such a drastic
change from our current standards, the state should compensate, not the district. There is only one publisher that has a curriculum available that would match the majority of standards. Educators should have options on curriculum and not be required to utilize one curriculum.
There is no skill development and for much of the younger grades it will be a regurgitation of information with no conceptual understanding of what they are learning or being tested on. At the higher grades, there should be connections on how different parts of history effects how we live today and how it has shaped
society. The vast majority of standards start "The student explains" or "The student describes." Where is the application to what they are learning? Also at the higher grades, the standards no longer align with allowing students to take dual credit classes or post-secondary options. For many students, this is important
because it makes college more affordable for them.
The specificity of some standards and the openness of others is concerning. Religion is part of society and history and has played a large part in shaping different cultures. It should be taught in a history and religion class, with little bits inserted in regular social studies classes. Teachers need to be comfortable with the
content they teach and not be afraid of retribution from students/parents for teaching the standards. Some of the religion standards would draw a fine line for teachers and would encourage lawsuits against teachers. Many of these standards would be taught in different ways, depending on the religion of the teacher.
That is not fair to both the teacher and student.
Please reconsider these standards and put the decision and proposal back into the educator's hands. The teachers that are with the students for the majority of their learning should be the driving force behind any change, especially one this drastic. Where is the evidence that the current standards needed to be

294| Tiffany changed, that they were ineffective in the current scope and sequence? Why are the proposed standards so vastly different than the current ones? Bring educators back into this process.

295|Dustin

296]Sally Sisk The new social studies standards over all are awesome! They do a great job of depicting the true nature of our state and nation’s history. | strongly encourage you to pass them!
These are very unreasonable standards to have in the classrooms. Social studies is one class that children are expected to learn. These standards will require an absurd amount of time to learn the concepts required and will take time away from language arts, mathematics, science and others that students need to

297|Sarah Lawrence have a well rounded education. These standards need to be reviewed and redone by educators in the specific grade levels, not some outside agency/professor at a place of higher education in Michigan

Adam | hope the DOE will revisit these standards... After reading them they seem to lack balance and instead of delving into appropriate topics per year in school, they focus on a simple timeline of history. The amount of references to Christianity and Islam without mentions of other religions seems troubling to me as well. |

298| Sprengeler also feel teachers here in South Dakota should have more of a say in the development of these standards, rather than outsourcing it to a private college. Thank you.
| have read the entire syllabus for future Social Study instruction from K-12. | find this a truly magnificent and well researched for our youth. All ages and grades. | have spoken specifically with one of the authors and he is excited about this program.
It was also imperative to include Native American studies into this process.
As my father taught Social Studies for 37 years in Madison, | feel | have some skin in the game. Students and teachers should be excited with the guidelines this new study presents.
| urge The Board to fully accept this new Social Study program.

299| Jeff Struwe Jeff Struwe

300]Jamie Schwenn

301|Cori
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

289|Quinn Merriam -

Megan
290| Tschetter Appropriate for children this age if taught in an interactive way

291|Heather Fields

292|Kerri Cook N/A

N

293| milton owen

KSS4 - Identify meaning of different symbols of America. This standard is not age appropriate. Students at this level cannot read or investigate the different symbols. Everything they learn would be regurgitation of information they are verbally told.
294| Tiffany There would be no conceptual understanding of meaning or application to their lives at this time.

295|Dustin

296]Sally Sisk

K.SS.2- | do not believe that my kindergarten son will be able to locate all of the items on a map and don't believe that it is reasonable to expect him to do that at 6 years old
K.SS.3- It is unreasonable to expect a kindergarten student to know all of these figures from the past and expect them to be able to talk about the figures childhood, adulthood, and their character
297|Sarah Lawrence K.SS.4- It is unreasonable to expect a kindergarten student to be able to identify and explain the meanings of all of these symbols of America

Adam
298| Sprengeler

299| Jeff Struwe

©

300]Jamie Schwenn

301|Cori
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

As a first grade teacher, | am very concerned to see such a vast change between our current curriculum and proposed curriculum. We have minimal time to teach SS due to such a
large focus on writing, reading, and math curriculums. 1st grades; focus is, and should always be, reading and writing, not social studies. | am shocked to see how minimal
experience the creators of these standards have, and their language in the documents also proves this. 1st graders are unable to achieve the proposed curriculum, because they are
unable to use the higher-thinking skills- such as memorization, that is proposed in the document. If the creators had viewed a current first grade classroom, and discussed standards
with 1st grade teachers, this issue would have been addressed immediately. It would be IMPOSSIBLE to implement and teach these standards with success rates to current and
future 1st grade students in South Dakota.
As a student who was born and raised in South Dakota. Most of the complex new standards were taught to me in HIGH SCHOOL, mostly in an elective AP U.S. History Course. It is
unfathomable how anyone thinks these standards are age-appropriate. | wish the focus of the state would be working with teachers to propose new curriculum, instead of creating a
whole new system- with almost zero teacher input. With such a concern on numerous open teaching position in South Dakota, and other concerns, this document feels like an

289|Quinn Merriam  impossible mountain to climb and is very troubling.

Megan

290| Tschetter Appropriate if taught in a hands on eclectic way

291|Heather Fields

292|Kerri Cook N/A

293| milton owen
1SS6 - Why are first grade students required to talk about and understand "traditional warfare?" | understand that war is a part of our history and current life in various places around
the world, but first graders should not be exposed to the violence and horrors of war.
1SS10 - Many of the words at the beginning of the Declaration of Independence are not at a first grade reading level. Students would not be able to pronounce, much less understand

294| Tiffany the meaning of these words.

295|Dustin The proposed is has solid content of where our country formed and the principals that we held dear. | fully support the curriculum proposed.

296]Sally Sisk

297|Sarah Lawrence NA

Adam

298| Sprengeler

299| Jeff Struwe

300]Jamie Schwenn
As a first grade teacher, some of these standards that are being proposed are not age appropriate for 6 year olds. | believe that there should be a change in the social studies

301|Cori standards but not as drastic as this.
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289

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Quinn Merriam -

290

Megan
Tschetter Appropriate when taught with creativity

291

Heather Fields

29

N

Kerri Cook N/A

293

milton owen

294

2S8S11 - Explaining the meaning of the Gettysburg Address - Again, not age appropriate for conceptual understanding, just regurgitating information. Students cannot even read all of the words,
Tiffany yet they are expected to understand the meaning and context of this speech.

295

Dusfin

296

Sally Sisk

297

Sarah Lawrence NA

298]

Adam
Sprengeler

29

©

Jeff Struwe

300

Jamie Schwenn

Cori
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289

Quinn Merriam

290

Megan
Tschetter

291

Heather Fields

29

N

Kerri Cook

293

milton owen

294

Tiffany

295

Dusfin

296

Sally Sisk

297

298

Adam
Sprengeler

29

©

Jeff Struwe

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Appropriate if taught in a way that children love it

N/A

3.S8.1- it is unreasonable to think that 3rd grade students can demonstrate how taxes work
3.S8.3- it is unreasonable for 3rd graders to be able to know all of the historical events you are proposing in Asia, the Middle East,

and northern Africa

3.SS.4- it is unreasonable for 3rd grade students to have to explain the causes, warfare, and effects of the Persian War,
Sarah Lawrence Peloponnesian War, and Punic Wars. | have a BSN from a University and never learned about this information, let alone in 3rd grade NA

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Appropriate

N/A

What is the reasoning for such drastic change in the standards? | feel these proposed standards are for upper grades and the

300]Jamie Schwenn content way too intense for 4th graders.
301|Cori
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289

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

Quinn Merriam

290

Megan
Tschetter Appropriate

291

Heather Fields

292

Kerri Cook N/A

293

milton owen

294

Tiffany

295

Dusfin

296

Sally Sisk

297

Sarah Lawrence NA

298

Adam
Sprengeler

299

Jeff Struwe

300

Jamie Schwenn

301

Cori

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

Appropriate

N/A

6SS4 - | appreciate that Christianity is directly in education, but this standard would be addressed in multiple different ways
depending on the religion of the person teaching it. The teacher should be comfortable with the content they are presenting. A
Muslim would probably be uncomfortable instructing on this standard, just like a Christian would be uncomfortable instructing on
Islam or Buddhism

NA
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289

Quinn Merriam

290

Megan
Tschetter Appropriate

291

Heather Fields

29

N

Kerri Cook N/A

293

milton owen

294

Tiffany

295

Dusfin

296

Sally Sisk

297

Sarah Lawrence NA

298

Adam
Sprengeler

29

©

Jeff Struwe

300

Jamie Schwenn

Cori

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

Every kid should know this!

N/A

NA

8th Grade - America 1877-2008

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

328



289

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics - United States History 1492-2008

Quinn Merriam

290

Every kid should know this!

Megan
Tschetter Every kid should know this!

291

Heather Fields

29

N

| would suggest lessons plans be shared between the history and english teachers and teams be formed to meet the standards for both
. core classes, ie. while studying a certain period in history the reading and writing in english classes focus on that same period. While
Kerri Cook studying WWII, for example, read The Diary of Anne Frank. It provides application of the facts.

293

| think that this is something that should be taught in all schools throughout all South
Dakota schools

milton owen

294

Tiffany

295

Dusfin

296

Sally Sisk

297

Sarah Lawrence NA NA NA

298

Adam
Sprengeler

29

©

Jeff Struwe

300

Jamie Schwenn

Cori
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

289

Quinn Merriam -

290

Megan
Tschetter Every kid should know this!

291

Heather Fields

29

N

Kerri Cook

293

milton owen

294

Tiffany

295

Dusfin

296

Sally Sisk

297

Sarah Lawrence NA

298

Adam
Sprengeler

29

©

Jeff Struwe

300

Jamie Schwenn

Cori
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A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

302

Kelsey
Scarborough

Sr. Lynn Marie

Parent/Guardian

Past K-12 and college educator and
administrator in SD

303| Welbig
Glenna Former educator and concerned citizen
304|Remington
305|Lexy K-12 Educator
306|Rachel Parent/Guardian
307|Bria Peppel K-12 Educator
308|David Wegner  not listed
11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

331



A C
2 LEWE Proposed Social Studies standards overall
| Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate. For example, 1.8S.5.E—The student tells the story of the Roman civil wars and the triumvirates; 1.SS.7.E—The student explains the history of slavery, including in ancient times and in the 15th century; 2.8S5.4.G—The student
identifies the disruptions to society in the late Middle Ages, including the Black Death, the Great Schism of 1378, and the Hundred Years’ War; 3.SS.4.H—The student explains the causes, warfare, and effects of the Punic Wars, including the roles of Hannibal and Scipio Africanus. Several of the current Upper
Elementary and Middle School Standards were moved to Early Elementary grades.
The increased volume also impacts the High School levels as we may need to offer more required social studies courses to meet all the standards. Current High School US History standards cover from 1877-Current time; the new ones go from 1492-2008. Adding an additional 400 years of information will make it a
Kelsey challenge to cover all the material in the regular year long course we currently offer. This will impact what elective courses they can take, including but not limited to dual-credit offerings, CTE Courses, and upper-level Science and Math classes. These standards will have an impact on preparing our students for post-
302|Scarborough secondary school and work based on the limits created.
| ask that the recently submitted Social Studies Standards for South Dakota be rejected. The primary reason is the inappropriate goals for the standards which are being driven by the political interests of Governor Noem. She has made clear her goals for the standards are to make South Dakota a national leader in
social studies education, and to condition our young students with the creed of American exceptionalism. Are these appropriate goals for our students’ social studies education?
To these ends she has adopted the product of a private college with political beliefs similar to our governor’s and a curriculum for a state that has little in common with South Dakota. Reports have it that the governor even offered to build an entire campus to import and duplicate the Michigan ideology here! She put her
finger on the scale, spending tax payer’s money to bring the curriculum and a strong proponent of it into our standards committee.
What is the purpose of social studies curriculum? Like all aspects of education, it should form as well as inform toward responsible citizenship. What values, social awareness and social responsibility do we want to provide for our South Dakota students by way of their social studies curriculum? Is it primarily about
being superior to others? And is the formative methodology rote memory...conditioning? Or do we want to develop inquiry, analysis and social responsiveness as our students study the American and South Dakota story?
Our teachers and school administrators are pushing back against the politics and the ideology being imposed on our educational system by our Governor. We haven't forgotten her legislative ‘cure’ of our non-existent critical race theory in our elementary and secondary schools.
Our students, our school personnel and our families deserve Social Studies Standards that truthfully present the history of this country and state, as well as an understanding of the past and present social fabric that has grown out of that history. These standards should reflect the experience and the wisdom of our
South Dakota citizens. Why is this rejected by our own Governor? Why is she importing some foreign, ideologically motivated set of standards?
Please reject these standards and consider the adoption of the original standards developed earlier by South Dakotans, citizens who represented the various constituents in our state, and who worked with dedication and diligence with their task.
Thank you.
Sr. Lynn Marie  Sister Lynn Marie Welbig, PBVM, PhD
303| Welbig
As a person of faith and values, | love the new Social Studies standards. They have an accurate depiction of US and SD Hlstory and | especially appreciate no CRT! It includes economics and is overall great! Please enact these standards.
Glenna Sincerely,
304|Remington Glenna Remington
There are waaaaaaaay too many standards in each grade level. With all other subjects included no student should be required to learn that much in just one subject. And the biggest thing, the elementary grades standards are NOT age appropriate at all. They discuss ideas and concepts that young children do not
need to be learning about. | am a teacher and a parent, and the two biggest problems are too many standards at each level, and elementary is not age appropriate. The standards also do not promote higher order thinking, a lot of it is just memorize, recite, tell, etc and none of those show a true understanding of
305|Lexy learning.
The process did not include educators from every grade level, nor were the educators on the committee of 15 allowed to make suggestions. The South Dakota Department of Education had NOTHING to do with the writing of these standards. The handpicked committee was given a document and was allowed to do
306|Rachel nothing more than proofread. (The original committee had 42 members - almost all current SD teachers - who represented every grade level K-12)
307|Bria Peppel DO NOT ADOPT THESE!!!!
Kurtz is an American conservative commentator, author and a senior fellow at the Ethics and Stanley Public Policy Center. He has taught at Harvard University and the University of Chicago. He is also a contributing editor to National Review. His letter published in the Sept. 20, 2021 National Review shows, | believe,
that Mr. Kurtz was instrumental in directing Gov. Noem to reverse course; to redo this expensive standards development project. And Gov. Noem did as he dutifully directed. So now we have a Hillsdale College product that contains many topics that Florida educators have described as being easily, if not clearly,
shaded for desired political perspective. Also, lots of topics are simply not appropriate for reasons given in interviews. Gov. Noem acquiesced to the outside pressure from Mr. Kurtz and from others. Loyalty to our own educator professionals and to our k12 children is evidently too heavy a lift for Gov. Noem to carry.
The Kurtz letter being referenced contains admissions by Mr. Kurtz that, much to his consternation, the previous product was actually very excellent. But, he makes clear, It simply doesn’t lend itself to desirable conservative interpretations. So Gov. Noem must take action he says in the article. Published accounts of
Florida’s training experience this summer, as it was led by Hillsdale-chosen facilitators, did indeed prove lend itself to lots of politicization. Florida participants mentioned being concerned about other k12 topics that our professional teachers believed to be questionable. South Dakota educators are in for a similar
308|David Wegner | training experiences next summer unless DOE stands up to Gov. Noem and reverses back to the original standards product. We should hope and expect that DOE will demonstrate necessary courage and professionalism to reinstate the marvelous product that South Dakota professionals put together.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

302

Kelsey
Scarborough

303

Sr. Lynn Marie
Welbig

304

Glenna
Remington

305

Lexy

306

Rachel

Bria Peppel

308

David Wegner

Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate.
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

Kelsey
302|Scarborough Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate.

Sr. Lynn Marie
303| Welbig

Glenna
304|Remington

The standards are so specific it's ridiculous. The vocab and topics covered are so beyond what a first grader should be expected to know. The time line that these standards cover is
305|Lexy FAR too much for one year. It also includes geography and world history, again too much for first grade.

306|Rachel

307|Bria Peppel

308|David Wegner
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Kelsey
302|Scarborough

Sr. Lynn Marie
303| Welbig

Glenna
304|Remington

305|Lexy

306|Rachel

307|Bria Peppel

308|David Wegner

2nd Grade - World 315-1492 and America 1787-1908

Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate.

11/9/2022

Proposed Social Studies Standards Public Comment

335



Kelsey
302|Scarborough

Sr. Lynn Marie
303|Welbig

Glenna
304|Remington

305|Lexy

306|Rachel

307|Bria Peppel

308|David Wegner

3rd Grade - World to 60 B.C.E. and America 1492-1763

Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate.

4th Grade - World 60 B.C.E.-C.E. 1300 and America 1763-1820

Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate.
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Kelsey
302|Scarborough

Sr. Lynn Marie
303| Welbig

Glenna
304|Remington

305|Lexy

306|Rachel

307|Bria Peppel

308|David Wegner

5th Grade - World 1300-1648 and America 1820-1908

Many standards in the lower elementary are not cognitively or academically age appropriate.

6th Grade - Influential Ideas in History and Civics to 1815

| would LOVE to be able to teach all of these standards. However, they are WAY too broad and to broad. | can support standards 5-
11, the American History from 1800's-present day. That is very similar to what we have been teaching. However these standards
jump all over the place and are are too hard for students to connect. | have taught for 20+ years and | do not see even my highest
students mastering these standards. | appreciate the time the people who came up with these, but they are not in touch with what

5th grade students in SD are familiar with from previous years. PLEASE do NOT adopt these!!!! We would be setting up our
students to fail and our teachers to fail. That would be a shame.
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Kelsey
302|Scarborough

Sr. Lynn Marie
303|Welbig

Glenna
304|Remington

305|Lexy

306|Rachel

307|Bria Peppel

308|David Wegner

7th Grade - America 1492-1877

400 years of American History to cover?

8th Grade - America 1877-2008
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302

Kelsey
Scarborough

303

Sr. Lynn Marie
Welbig

304

Glenna
Remington

305

Lexy

306

Rachel

Bria Peppel

308

David Wegner

9-12 World History Ancient to Modern

9-12 - Economics

- United States History 1492-2008
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A P
2 LEWE 9-12 - United States Government

302

Kelsey
Scarborough

303

Sr. Lynn Marie
Welbig

304

Glenna
Remington

305

Lexy

306

Rachel

Bria Peppel

308

David Wegner
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310|Lisa Forcier

A

311|Jerrilyn

312]|Carolyn

313|Brandi Miller

A

314|Heather Olson

A
S

Sandy

315|Severtson

=

A B
2 LEWE Which group do you represent

309| Elizabeth Dooley Parent/Guardian

Tribal Education

Parent/Guardian
Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian

Educator and Parent

Grandparent
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309

2 LEWE

Proposed Social Studies standards overall

These proposed Social Studies standards are a disappointment at their best. Not having educators involved in the development of education standards is horrifying! The amount of material the students in each grade/ subject the students are required to learn FAR exceeds what can be realistically taught in one school

Elizabeth Dooley year. The South Dakota Department of Education and educators MUST be involved in the development and curation of the state Social Studies Standards.

This is too much religion and written without Bloom's Taxonomy or prior teaching knowledge included. Christianity is weaved throughout. | was raised Catholic and this is not needed or wanted in public schools. Separation of state and church is not being seen in this documentation. | do not see a freedom of religion.

310|Lisa Forcier Negative connotation when addressing Native American's throughout these standards - shame on the writers for writing a decisive concept!
Standards are not written in usual, proper standard formatting. Information seems to not have any rhyme or reason for the information presented. The repeat of standards- not clear on how the standards are getting more in-depth, what measurements are used to define the deeper learning. Native American

311|Jerrilyn information seems to be placed randomly throughout and always with a negative connotation, which feels divisive towards Native American.

312]|Carolyn | think its good that the students are being taught about the foundations of America to include the Native American history. Also its very important that they learn about communism and fascism. Im very impressed with the new standards
Christianity is mentioned 37 times in the standards. More than triple any other religion mentioned. With only reviewing in detail the elementary grade standards, as that's the age of my children, I'm disheartened at the amount of memorization. Kids can be wonderful at memorizing information for a short period of time,
but it doesn't mean they've learned anything other than to recite something for a passing grade. We've completely removed standards that encouraged and guided discussion/learning and opportunities for students to come to independent conclusions.

313|Brandi Miller | still recall middle school and high school geography/civics/social as being among my favorites because those were the first classes we were encouraged to gather information and come to our own conclusions. I'm sad, that with these standards, that type of instruction has been reduced significantly.
| want to first thank you for allowing people to give input on the proposed social studies standards for the state of South Dakota. | only commented on the grade levels of my children in the comments above; however, as an educator reading through these standards | am embarrassed that our state would want to
change what is working.
Some of the proposed standards are biased and political. As educators, it is our job to educate students both sides of each topic, not persuade anyone into our political beliefs. | am saddened that the expectations for the younger age groups is above their grade level that we will see students struggle just to make sure
that they have all the presidents of the United States memorized. Students grow up with technology or resources at their hands, we do not need to waist valuable instructional time teaching students to memorize the names of the presidents instead we need to focus on the facts of the events of history.
My overall opinion about the proposed standards are the fact that the people developing the standards are not educators, there are political biases in the standards, and many racial language written. The most disappointment is #10 from the "Guiding Principals of High Quality Standard" component where it reads,
"Debating current political positions or partaking in political activism at the bequest of a school or teacher does not belong in a K-12 social studies class, and the color of one’s skin does not determine what one can or should learn." What would the "color of one's skin" have to do with learning? Do you mean ethnicity or
race? The language is offensive and should not be written. | would think that we should teach each student as they are equals not point out any differences.

314|Heather Olson | Thank you for your time

Sandy
315|Severtson Very impressed - job well done! Thank you.
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A D
2 LELE Kindergarten - Introduction to America

309| Elizabeth Dooley NA
Too many standards - expectations are too high for this grade level. The list of people to know is unrealistic and includes sports figures and authors - why? Ex: Laura Ingalls Wilder's books are for 4-5th grade and should be taught in literature and

310|Lisa Forcier her bio should be taught then. Teachers know how teaching should be - non-teaching persons assume they know.
Remove: recite "pledge of Allegiance"

311|Jerrilyn | do

312]|Carolyn great!

313|Brandi Miller

314|Heather Olson  |NA

Sandy
315|Severtson | have reviewed the proposed Social Studies Standards and am very much in favor of them. Thank you.
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A E
2 LEWE 1st Grade - World to 315 and America 1492-1787

309| Elizabeth Dooley NA
Why would you say that small pox destroyed (decimated) Native Americans when they are still here today? Really need to have teachers write standards not people who have no clue
310|Lisa Forcier in what they are doing and assume they do.
No significance to having 1st graders recite declaration of independence and preamble to US constitution if context is not explained with it. Question why governor and state capitol
311|Jerrilyn building is being introduced at this time.
312]|Carolyn Great
What does a student learn by memorizing the Declaration of Independence or the Preamble to the Constitution? Rather than memorizing the document, students wo