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The SuperAWOS units purchased by the Aeronautics Commission (the “Commission”) from 2006 to 2013 
are aging and increasingly difficult to maintain. In 2020, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport 
Improvement Program (AIP) made AWOS-III systems eligible for AIP funding and AWOS-III units have been 
installed each summer since. Sponsors have been funding the required inspections, maintenance and 
data.  

In May 2023, the Commission discussed the possibility of a statewide contract for AWOS inspection, 
maintenance and data. A Request for Proproal, or RFP, was posted March 10, 2026 with proposals due 
May 8, 2026. One proposal was received, reviewed by the Department of Transportation (SDDOT) staff 
and tentatively accepted. 

The proposal includes 17 AWOS-III units for $114,750 total, or $5,750 for inspection and $1,000 for the 
National Airspace Data Interchange Network (NADIN) connection for each sponsor. SDDOT 
recommends a 97.5% participation level, or $111,888.25. This rate aligns with the pavement 
maintenance program and ensures a consistent cost-share structure for airports. 

The agreement would stipulate that sponsors contract directly with the contractor for regular inspections 
and the data connection to FAA’s NADIN network.  SDDOT would then reimburse the sponsors for the 
state share. Sponsors would be responsible for unscheduled maintenance and repairs. 
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