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July 13, 2026 

Austin Simons 
Chairman, South Dakota Transportation Commission 
South Dakota Department of Transportation 
700 East Broadway 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE: Conflict of Interest Disclosure 

This letter is in reference to SDCL § 3-23-1 and § 3-23-2, and is intended to certify that neither I, 
my spouse, nor any entity in which we have an ownership interest derives any direct benefit 
from a contract or transaction with the State of South Dakota that specifically relates to the 
South Dakota Department of Transportation and my involvement as an active SDDOT 
Commissioner. 

I am employed by Black Hills Service Company, LLC (“BHSC”). While my employer is not party 
to any agreement that would require disclosure under South Dakota law, an electric utility 
affiliate of BHSC, Black Hills Power, Inc., may enter into agreements from time to time related to 
crossing South Dakota highways, or transmission right of way agreements. These agreements 
would occur in the normal course of business and generally do not involve the exchange of 
financial consideration. 

Please be advised that I will continue to review the agenda items for upcoming SDDOT 
commission meetings and will be forthcoming in disclosing any potential conflict of interest, 
including any potential conflicts of interest involving my employer, or an affiliate of my employer. 

Sincerely, 

Jafar J. Karim 
Commissioner 
South Dakota Transportation Commission 

CC:  Joel Jundt, Secretary of Transportation, SDDOT 
Karla Engle, Chief Legal Counsel, SDDOT 
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