[bookmark: _Hlk530384420]Archaeological Research Center – Board Report
February 21, 2026 to May 8, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk530384444]

In-House Contracts: fieldwork completed by ARC archaeologists
Projects for South Dakota Department of Transportation
· 9 surveys completed 
· 9 survey reports completed
· 1 archaeological site and 5 structures recorded and/or revisited 
· 0 archaeological sites evaluated 
· 8 record search letters submitted 
· The survey for PCN 0781, Corson County, on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (SRST) Reservation is planned for mid-May. 
· Met with SDDOT to review project priorities for the field season and discuss submitting reports and record searches through ATLAS, their project tracker database. 
· Returned an artifact collection from 39LA0049 that was collected last summer during the PCN 089U project near Whitewood to the landowner. 
· Worked on obtaining multiple permits for various SDDOT projects through the Bureau of Land Management, United States Forest Service, National Park Service, Lake Traverse Reservation, and Pine Ridge Reservation.
· Tested two new GPS units to compare the accuracy and precision of each unit to select one for purchasing in the next fiscal year. 
Projects for Private Contractors, and South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks
· 11 surveys completed – 3 reports in progress
· 16 survey reports completed
· 11 record search letters submitted
· 2 archaeological sites and 3 structures recorded and/or revisited 
· 1 archaeological site evaluated 

GIS 
· [bookmark: _Hlk48633527]ARC staff entered or updated a total of ~334 survey boundary features, ~826 site boundary features, ~24 investigation boundary features, ~398 subsurface testing features, and ~0 NRHP boundary features in the ARCH geodatabase
· Existing features and records in the ARCH geodatabase continue to be checked for accuracy and are undergoing edits where necessary. Data is being addressed starting with county associated reports in an alphabetic sequence with this effort being completed for 10 out of 66 counties and currently focused on Charles Mix County.
· An Esri Experience Builder application has been drafted to replace the current ARMS Online website (DE102) and is being tested for quality assessment and control before being put into production. Expected move to new website is early June.
· ~144 external and ~44 internal record search requests were fulfilled
· ~26 internal projects were prepared for archaeological survey



Burial/NAGPRA Reports
[bookmark: _Hlk150943079]4 New Burial Reports
· No Provenience – Possible human remains found at USD - nonhuman
· Lincoln County – Consultation with In Situ Archaeology regarding survey near Presten Cemetery
· Beadle County – Consult with two private citizens regarding historic grave markers found in shed during renovation
· Pennington County – Consult with researcher about “Pennington County Rural Burial Area”
· Zero forensic and osteological reports were produced during this time. Work continues on two outstanding NAGPRA repatriation projects including the ancestor anonymously drop off at the CHC (BR2025-21), and the donation from the Sherf Family (BR 2025-34).
Miscellaneous
· Tempest Mellendorf will work part-time from June to August to help with some prep work for planned consultations and repatriations

Outreach
· The ARC fielded 14 public outreach requests during this timeframe pertaining to information requests, artifact identifications, reported site locations, and the facilitation of private artifact collection donations to the ARC.
· During March, Dustin Lloyd submitted a short biography, and Matthew Busch submitted an article titled “Edythe Lysle George: A Bright Flame in ‘Darkest America’” for the South Dakota Archaeological Society (SDAS) To the Point (Vol. 56, No.1 March 2026) monthly newsletter.
· On March 5th, 2026, Katie Lamie provided a presentation titled “Taking One for the Road: An 1878 Bottle Dump between Grasshopper Jim’s Scooptown and Camp Sturgis” for the South Dakota Archaeological Society (SDAS) - Sioux Falls Chapter. 
· On March 19th, Matthew Busch participated in a Teams meeting with SHPO staff Katie Wasley and USACE staff Megan Ernst to collaborate in the planning of activities for the annual 2026 Archaeology Camp. 
· On May 7th, 2026, Fidel Martinez-Greer and Matthew Busch revisited Pre-Contact archaeological sites (39BE87, 39BE88, and 39BE93) on the Mueller and neighboring Chaplin properties located along the James River in Beadle County (2026-OR-011) at the request of the landowners. 
· The ARC registered/committed to the upcoming public education events: The Journey Museum Summer Festival on June 13 – Michelle Prichard and Katie Anderson. 

Repository and Records Archives
· 19 NEW sites entered into the site database
· 107 UPDATED sites entered into the site database
· 59 NEW reports entered into the report database
· 2 CLOSED archive number fixing duplicates in database 
· Three new artifact collections were accessioned, and four curation agreement renewals were processed. Roughly 100 report submission packages were received from contractors as part of the curation agreement renewal process or in relation to a state permit application.
· The first week of March, ARC repository staff assessed the archaeological contract collections that remained at the former lab at the University of South Dakota and transferred those collections that were determined to be state-owned. During a follow-up assessment during the first week of April, repository staff returned to sort through lab project documentation, including maps, reports, photos, and field forms. Once these associated record sets were brought back to the ARC, staff started upgrading the storage conditions for these materials and processing the collections.
· Re-housing and curation upgrades continued for the Lead Open Cut Expansion collection from site 39LA3001. Additional artifacts and documentation related to this collection were recovered during the University of South Dakota assessment.
· Fort Pierre Chouteau (site 39ST0237) collections are also being sorted and inventoried following a loan return that was coordinated for report production. Additional artifacts and documentation associated with this collection were also recovered during the University of South Dakota assessment.

Mining Reviews and State Land Permits
· [bookmark: _Hlk150943532]42 Sand/gravel licenses (Seven Intent to Mine, 33 Intent to Continue Operations, One Notice to Expand Operations, and One Intent to Mine Corrections), 0 SECUL, and 1 EXNI applications reviewed.
· ARC staff to testify at Clean Nuclear public hearing in Hot Springs, SD – scheduled May 18-22
· 3 State permits received/reviewed

Other
· Nothing to report
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