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In-House Contracts: fieldwork completed by ARC archaeologists
Projects for South Dakota Department of Transportation
· 14 surveys completed 
· 9 survey reports completed
· 12 archaeological sites and 10 structures recorded and/or revisited 
· 8 archaeological sites evaluated 
· 10 record search letters submitted 
· The survey for PCN 0781, Corson County, on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (SRST) Reservation was completed on May 22, 2026. Report is in progress. An addendum for the JPA may be made soon for additional monitoring work this Fall for a nearby project on SRST land. 
· Surveys were completed for some of our larger projects for SDDOT, including PCN 07C7 in Harding County, PCN 06R8 in Harding County, and PCN 06QL in Brookings County. The report for PCN 07C was completed, and reports are in progress for the other two. 
· Despite having multiple employees out on extended leave for various circumstances, projects have been generally completed on time for SDDOT. 
Projects for Private Contractors, and South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks
· 16 surveys completed
· 10 survey reports completed
· 16 record search letters submitted
· 12 archaeological sites and 5 structures recorded and/or revisited 
· 5 archaeological sites evaluated 

GIS 
· [bookmark: _Hlk48633527]ARC staff entered or updated a total of ~268 survey boundary features, ~354 site boundary features, ~31 investigation boundary features, ~1,034 subsurface testing features, and ~0 NRHP boundary features in the ARCH geodatabase. (Site boundary feature totals include Megan Ostrenga Fabricius’s contribution)
· Existing features and records in the ARCH geodatabase continue to be checked for accuracy and are undergoing edits where necessary. Data is being addressed starting with county associated reports in an alphabetic sequence with this effort being completed for 10 out of 66 counties and currently focused on Charles Mix County.
· An Esri Experience Builder application has replaced the previous ARMS Online website (DE102) and has been serving the needs of ARMS Online users effectively. Functioning Python scripts have been converted into ArcGIS Pro tools that are performing weekly scheduled updates to the new website’s ArcGIS Online feature layers and tables hosted, which are clones of the ARC’s internal ARCH geodatabase feature classes and ARMS relational database tables.
· ~143 external and ~57 internal record search requests were fulfilled
· ~37 internal projects were prepared for archaeological survey



Burial/NAGPRA Reports
[bookmark: _Hlk150943079]3 New Burial Reports
· Hutchinson County – Consultation with Freeman Academy regarding recently discovered medical specimen
· Brown County – Report from Brown County Sheriff’s Office regarding historic grave markers found near Richmond Lake – no inadvertent discovery after further research and informant interviews.
· Lincoln County – Consult with private citizen regarding purchase of housing lots located within Blood Run (39LN0002) site. Property was sold to someone else and Lloyd is attempting to figure out the agent/agency so review information can be forwarded to them.
· Tempest Mellendorf completed initial inventories and catalogs for five accessions (00-0098, 01-0116, 02-0119, 07-0068, and 08-0079). Additionally, collection histories and provenience information templates were completed for 45 accessions in preparation for tribal consultation for collections with no or poor provenience information.
· ARC is waiting on scheduling from MHA to complete transfer and repatriation of BR 2025-12 and 2025-26, which were accepted on 05/07/2026. 
Miscellaneous
· Tempest Mellendorf worked part-time from June to August to complete collection history documentation, inventories, and catalogs for accessions associated with planned tribal consultation. 

Outreach
· The ARC fielded 23 public outreach requests during this timeframe pertaining to information requests, artifact identifications, reported site locations, and the facilitation of private artifact collection donations to the ARC and/or other public institutions.
· On May 12th, Matthew Busch and a private landowner reconnoitered several American Indian and Euro-American sites on a ranch in Mellette County. On May 28th, Matthew Busch, Katie Anderson, and the landowner later conducted limited site recordation and feature salvage at one American Indian occupation site. 
· On May 27th and 28th, Kayleigh Johnson and Eva Rindelaub provided educational presentations on archaeology and paleontology to the public and children participants in the Hand County Library Summer Reading Program themed “Unearth the Story.”
· During June 1st through June 3rd, Holly Phillips and Matthew Busch represented the ARC at the 46th Annual South Dakota Historical Society History Conference in Pierre.
· During June 8th through June 11th, Fidel Martinez-Greer, Eduardo Vega, Katie Lamie, and Matthew Busch assisted in the annual Archaeology Camp held at the Fort Pierre II site (39ST217). 
· On June 13th, Michelle Prichard and Katie Anderson provided educational programming for the Journey Museum Summer Festival.
· On July 24th, Matthew Busch and Dr. Linea Sundstrom visited private property in Hot Springs, SD and formally recorded an undocumented American Indian site at the request of the landowner.




Repository and Records Archives
· 74 NEW sites entered into the site database
· 374 UPDATED sites entered into the site database
· 121 NEW reports entered into the report database
· 2 CLOSED archive number fixing duplicates in database 
· 17 new artifact collections were accessioned, and three curation agreement renewals were processed. An additional 40+ overdue report submission packages were received from contractors as part of the curation agreement renewal process, in relation to a state permit application, or in association with a new site number or records request.
· In general, minimal collection processing work has occurred while repository staff have provided extra support with records management tasks while Records Archaeologist Megan Ostrenga Fabricius has been on maternity leave and a reduced work schedule. 
· A formal curation agreement for Rosebud Sioux Tribe archaeological collections is under review as long-time Tribal Archaeologist Jennifer Galindo prepares for her retirement.
· An agreement with the Bureau of Land Management is also under review for the scanning of archaeological site and report records and for the transfer of GIS datasets. The Bureau of Land Management accepted the scope of work, cost estimate, and timeline prepared by the ARC.
· Custer Gallatin National Forest Heritage Program staff are working on a challenge cost share agreement with the ARC to coordinate additional follow-up tasks related to previous Ludlow Cave NAGPRA identifications and the completion of comprehensive CGNF collection inventories.
· The three proposed deaccessions are associated with the previously completed multi-year Bureau of Indian Affairs curation contract (2016-2022). The BIA is responsible for tribal consultation and final repatriation planning in compliance with the NAGPRA.

Mining Reviews and State Land Permits
· [bookmark: _Hlk150943532]22 Sand/gravel licenses (15 Intent to Mine, 7 Intent to Continue Operations), 0 SECUL, 1 Large Scale Mining Permits (Dewey Burdock Project), one small scale mining permit (Permit 477), and 1 EXNI applications (DTRC Permit 471) reviewed.
· 2 State permits received/reviewed

Other
· Hiring in progress for vacant Archaeologist position
· ARC employed 3 additional seasonal archaeological staff over the summer months
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