
 

The audio recording for this meeting is available on the South Dakota Boards and Commissions 
Portal at http://boardsandcommissions.sd.gov/Meetings.aspx?BoardID=67 
 
 

Minutes of the 
Board of Minerals and Environment 
Telephone Conference Call Meeting 

523 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 

 
August 18, 2022 

10:00 a.m. Central Time 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rex Hagg.  The roll was 
called, and a quorum was present.   
 
The meeting was streaming live on SD.net, a service of South Dakota Public Broadcasting.   
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Rex Hagg, Glenn Blumhardt, Gregg Greenfield, Doyle 
Karpen, Daryl Englund, Bob Morris, Jessica Peterson, and John Scheetz.   
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  None.   
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Eric Holm and Bret Graves, DANR Minerals and Mining Program. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  Motion by Karpen, seconded by Peterson, to nominate Rex Hagg 
as chairman.   
 
Motion by Morris, seconded by Karpen, that nominations cease.  A roll call vote was taken, and 
the motion carried 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion to nominate Rex Hagg as chairman, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Morris, seconded by Karpen, to nominate Glenn Blumhardt as vice chairman.  
 
There were no other nominations. 
 
A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Blumhardt, seconded by Englund, to nominate Gregg Greenfield as secretary. 
 
There were no other nominations. 
 
A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

http://boardsandcommissions.sd.gov/Meetings.aspx?BoardID=67
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JUNE 16, 2022, MEETING:  Motion by Karpen, seconded 
by Blumhardt, to approve the minutes from the June 16, 2022, Board of Minerals and 
Environment meeting.  A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
MINING ISSUES CONSENT CALENDAR:  Prior to the meeting, the board received the 
consent calendar, which is a table listing the department recommendations for releases of 
liability and surety, transfers of liability, and releases of liability.  (See attachment) 
 
Bret Graves, Minerals and Mining Program, presented the consent calendar.   
 
Mr. Scheetz asked for verification that when each of these sites are released, they are actually 
observed and go through a checklist to make sure all the requirements are met for reclamation. 
 
Mr. Graves stated that each site is physically inspected by himself and Tom Cline.  Pictures are 
taken of each site, the drone is flown over the site if video is needed, and an inspection report is 
written for each site.   
 
Mr. Scheetz stated that he just wanted to make sure that is done, because the board is relying on 
the department’s careful scrutiny of these sites, and the board needs to make sure it is done 
correctly. 
 
There were no other questions from the board. 
 
Motion by Morris, seconded by Peterson, to accept the department recommendations for releases 
of liability and surety, transfers of liability, and releases of liability.  A roll call vote was taken, 
and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH SDCL 1-25-1:  There were no 
public comments. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 15, 2022.   
 
Chairman Hagg stated that the board would like to receive an update on the Powertech matter at 
the next meeting. 
 
Discussion took place regarding board member reappointments and new appointments to the 
board.  Staff noted that the Governor’s Office is currently working on this.   
 
Included in the board packet, for informational purposes, were a memo from the Waste 
Management Program regarding solid waste permit actions since December 2021, and a Notice 
of Department Action regarding a temporary cessation request from Pete Lien & Sons, Inc.   
 
Prior to the meeting, the board received, for informational purposes, a copy of the DANR 
recommendation regarding Simon Contractors of SD, Inc.’s large scale mining permit 
application.   
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In response to a question from Mr. Englund, Eric Holm, Minerals and Mining Program, stated 
that under ARSD 74:29:01:18, the department is required to submit a copy of its 
recommendation to the board.  If, within seven days after the issuance of the recommendation, 
the board, the applicant, or any person does not submit a petition contesting the recommendation, 
the department automatically issues the permit.   
 
Responding to a question from Chairman Hagg, Mr. Holm stated that the regulations do not 
require publication of the department’s recommendation.  The regulations only require the 
department mail the recommendation to the operator, the county commission, interested persons, 
review agencies, and the board. 
 
ADJOURN:  Motion by Englund, seconded by Karpen, to adjourn the meeting.  A roll call vote 
was taken, and the motion carried unanimously. 
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