


South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC)
Board Meeting Minutes
December 3, 2025
4712 S. Technopolis Drive, Sioux Falls, S.D.

I. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

II. Call to Order
SDCGA President Jim Ketelhut called the meeting to order at 9:04 AM.

III. Roll Call
Members Present
Nick Fickbohm				Jay Esser
Doug Noem				Reno Brueggeman
Chris Nickeson				Chad Blindauer
Brandon Ritter 				Jim Ketelhut
Members Absent
None
Others Present
DaNita Murray				Gerry Heuer
Jenny Fargen				Robert Walsh
Amanda Bechen				Keith Alverson

IV. Agenda Approval
A motion was made by Brandon Ritter, seconded by Jay Esser, to approve the agenda. Motion carried.

V. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Doug Noem, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2025 and September 4, 2025 meetings. Motion carried.

VI. Approval of Balance Sheet, Statement of Revenue, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances, Forecasted Statement of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
Michael Schelling, CPA, Solution CPA, presented the financial statements for the first quarter ending September 30,2025.  He also provided copies of the Engagement Letter with Solutions CPA for services through June 30, 2026. After discussion, it was moved by Reno Brueggeman, seconded by Chris Nickeson to approve all documents.

VII. Audit report by Eide Bailly
Nick Crank, CPA, Eide Bailly, presented the audited financial statement for the period ending June 30, 2025, noting no compliance findings, no adjusting entries and excellent work with Patrick Mahoney and Michael Schelling, CPA.  After discussion, it was moved by Jay Esser, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, to receive and file audit report.  Motion approved. 



VIII. Trip Approvals, Industry Representatives, SD for Common Sense PAC donation
DaNita Murray reported the following meetings:
US Grains Council will be meeting in Panama February 11-13, 2026. Jay Esser expressed interest in attending.  Travel approved via a motion by Brandon Ritter, second by Chad Blindauer.  Motion approved.
Commodity Classic will be held in San Antonio February 24-27, 2026.  The following SDCUC board members plan to attend.  Travel approved via a motion by Nicholas Fickbohm, second by Chad Blindauer. Motion approved.
· Jim Ketelhut			Jay Esser
· Chad Blindauer			Reno Brueggeman
· Nickolas Fickbohm		Doug Noem

Industry Representative-
With the board term of Travis Strasser ending, a new ACE representative is needed. No volunteers.

IX. Staff Updates
Patrick Mahoney – 
In his absence, he included a written report regarding the checkoff form being available on the website.  An example of web instructions from Minnesota were included.  After further discussion, it was moved by Chad Blindauer, seconded by Jay Esser, to make available the checkoff form on the SD Corn website.  This would serve as an additional option to obtain the form, but mailing form with required elevator reports would still be required to receive a refund. 
Amanda Bechen-
Amanda gave a progress report on the annual Corn Conference, January 17, 2026, including guest list, sponsors, PAC auction items.  She also gave a report on EMERGE publication, Christmas cards, annual report.
DaNita Murray-
After discussion, current policy of 100% reallocation confirmed.

X. Josh Roe, CEO, Kansas Corn 
Josh Roe gave a presentation entitled “Economics of E15 and an Octane Standard”.
 
XI. RFA, TBD, (E15, reallocation, CA E15) via Zoom
Robert White from the Renewal Fuels Association (RFA) gave a presentation entitled “RFS, RINs and going beyond the E10 blend wall”, noting the significant progress being made in California for E15. 

XII. Jim Seurer, CEO, Glacial Lakes Energy-
Jim Seurer reported on the operations of Glacial Lakes Energy, with ethanol plants in Watertown, Aberdeen, Mina and Huron.

XIII. POET, Doug Berven, E15
Doug Berven reported on the efforts of POET to expand ethanol use within the US and worldwide.  The marine industry appears to have the most potential immediate impact for expanded use.





XIV. Recess
The SDCUC board chair, Jim Ketelhut declared the meeting in recess at 2:01 pm.  The SDCUC resumed the meeting at 2:47 pm on a motion by Doug Noem, second by Chris Nickeson. Motion carried.

XV. Checkoff Administration
John Kleinjan, Executive Director, SD Wheat Commission, joined the meeting via zoom to explain the current process for wheat refunds.  A request for refund form is available on the website, and a refund form is then mailed from the office to producer.

XVI. Other Business 
None

XVII. Public Comment
No public comment.

XVIII. Executive Session 
A motion was made at 3:19 PM by Reno Brueggeman, seconded by Chad Blindauer and carried to go into Executive Session.  A motion was made at 3:30 PM by Nick Fickbohm, seconded by Chris Nickeson, and carried to end Executive Session.
 
XIX. Adjourn
A motion was made by Brandon Ritter, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, and carried to adjourn at 3:31 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,




Gerry Heuer, Recording Secretary





Chris Nickeson, Secretary-Treasurer
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