


SOUTH DAKOTA WHEAT COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, February 12, 2026 - 1:00 PM
Executive Conference Room – SDSU Research Park
2301 Research Park Way Brookings, SD 57006

Minutes

Present:
SDWC: Tregg Cronin, Jamie Johnson, Bryan Jorgensen, Jon Kleinjan, Levi Neuharth
SDSU: Karl Glover, Karen Sanguinet, Sunish Sehgal
Others: Kyle Gustafson- SDCIA, Jennifer Scharpe – SDWGA (virtual), Michael Schelling – Dakota CPA (virtual), Cheyenne Tant, Brian Walsh – SDDANR (virtual)

Note: SDSU Research Updates were presented from 9:00 – 11:30 am but are not considered informational only and not part of the meeting.

Call to order:
Chairman Jorgensen called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm and announced the presence of a quorum.

Approval of Agenda:
Johnson moved to approve the agenda and Cronin seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
Approval of the Minutes:
Chairman Jorgensen approved the minutes from the previous meeting held on 12/1/2025.

Public Comment:
No comments.
Financial Reports:
Schelling presented the financial statements through 01/31/2026.  Some discussion followed.  Cronin moved to accept the financial reports and Neuharth seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Organization Reports:
1. South Dakota Wheat Growers Association
Scharpe reported on the following activities:
· Ag Horizons
· December NAWG meeting, Hill visits in Washington, DC
· SD legislative proceedings – SB 189, HCA 6016
2. South Dakota Dept. of Agriculture and Natural Resources
Walsh gave an update on legislative session, discussing several bills affecting agriculture.
3. South Dakota State University
Sanguinet commented on the following:
· University/College enrollment
· New searches – Extension director, Natural Resources Dept. Head
· Federal funding challenges
4. South Dakota Crop Improvement Association
Gustafson commented on the following:
· 100th anniversary of the SDCIA
· Joyce Kindvall hired as new assistant manager
· New varieties, SD Vivian, Enhance-SD
· HRS seed quality reductions due to 2025 harvest conditions

Staff Reports:
Kleinjan reported on the following activities with discussion taking place:
· Operations review 
· Ag Horizons – Pierre, SD, 12/2/25 
· Prairie Grains – Grand Forks, ND, 12/11/25 
· SD Soil Health Conference – 1/13/26 – 1/14/26 
· USDA NCARL stakeholders meeting – Brookings, SD, 1/21/26
· SD No-till Association meeting – Mitchell, SD, 2/5/26
· McFadden Council meeting – Brookings, SD, 2/6/26
· Dakota Lakes Research Farm annual meeting – Ft Pierre, SD, 2/10/26 
· NCI Wheat Education update – Fargo, ND 2/19/25 

Market Development:
Kleinjan reported on the following market development activities with discussion taking place:
· USWBI Forum – Denver, CO, 12/7/25 - 12/9/25, Kleinjan, Jorgensen
· Plains Grains Incorporated annual meeting – Denver, CO, 12/11/25 - Kleinjan
· US Wheat/NAWG winter meeting – Washington, DC, 1/27/26 – 1/29/26, Kleinjan, Cronin

Production Forecast:
Current NASS estimates for HRW planted acres are 720,000 acres.  The commission forecasts HRW harvested acres at 630,000 acres with a projected yield of 50 bu/acre.  Commissioners are planning for HRS plantings to be 600.000 acres in 2026, with 570,000 acres harvested at 45 bu/acre.

SDWC FY27 Budget
Commissioners reviewed the initial draft FY27 SDWC Budget as presented by Kleinjan.  Final budget review and approval will occur during the June 2026 SDWC meeting.

South Dakota State University Research FY26 Research Proposals
Extensive discussion took place on the FY26 SDSU Research Proposals.  Proposed funded projects along with requests are summarized in the following table.  
	PI
	Project
	Amount

	Ameen
	Enhancing Resilience of Wheat Against Diseases for Wheat Production in SD
	 $      68,599 

	Chen
	Multi-omics Strategy to Enhance South Dakota Wheat Quality Improvement
	 $      30,569 

	Glover
	Spring Wheat Breeding & Cultivar Development
	 $    190,000 

	Glover
	Spring Wheat Breeding for Disease Resistance
	 $      40,000 

	Karki
	Spring and Winter Wheat Variety Performance Testing
	 $      50,136 

	Sehgal
	Winter Wheat Breeding for South Dakota and the Northern Great Plains 
	 $    178,501 

	Sehgal
	Enhancing Stress Resilience in South Dakota Winter Wheat
	 $      47,929 

	Shires
	Investigating the Role of Diseases in South Dakota Wheat
	 $      51,200 

	
	Total
	 $       656,934 



Due to the FY27 budget outlook, it was suggested to ask the SDCIA to help fund 25% of the breeding program requests for a total of $114,108, reducing the funding provided by the commission to $542,827 (option 1).  If the SDCIA decides not to help with funding, an alternative would be to fund the projects at a 90% level, for a total of $591,320 (option 2).

Neuharth made a motion to approve funding for the projects listed in the table above requesting funding assistance of $114,108 from the SDCIA (option 1).  If the SDCIA does not provide funding, the listed projects will be funded at a 90% level (option 2).  Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Administrative Matters:
The following matters were presented with discussion taking place:
A. Funding requests:
a. SDSU Agronomy Commodity Classic trip funding (denied).
b. Association. of Official Seed Certifying Agencies annual meeting.
Johnson moved and Cronin seconded a motion to provide a $1,000 sponsorship to the AOSCA annual meeting.  Motion passed.
c. 2026 BLS conference (to be held in Brookings) student awards
Cronin moved and Neuharth seconded a motion to fund 6 student awards at $100 apiece.  Motion passed.
B. Communications review
a. Communications – Scharpe presented an FY27 social media proposal for consideration, final decision to be made in June
b. Annual report – print copies no longer relevant, Kleinjan will explore options for a digital format
C. Strategic Planning – Janelle Booth, director of South Dakota Ag and Rural Leadership, has agreed to facilitate a strategic planning session in with the Commission and the SD Wheat Growers Association.  The suggested date is June 2nd at Cedar Shores Resort in Oacoma, SD.  Kleinjan will follow up.
D. Upcoming out-of-state travel was reviewed:
	Wheat Quality Council annual meeting
	17 Feb 26 - 19 Feb 26
	Olathe, KS
	Kleinjan
	12/1/25

	Wheat Foods Council planning meeting
	11 Mar 26 - 12 Mar 26
	Denver, CO
	Kleinjan
	x

	HRS winter nursery support
	TBA - April?
	Yuma, AZ
	Kleinjan
	12/1/25

	NCI meeting
	2 Apr 26
	Fargo, ND
	Kleinjan
	6/30/25

	US Wheat summer board meeting
	23 Jun 26 - 25 Jun 26
	Fargo, ND
	Kleinjan, Cronin
	x

	Latin American Buyers conference
	28 Jul 26 - 31 Jul 26
	Santa Fe, NM
	???
	x



Johnson made and Cronin seconded a motion to approve the out-of-state travel as presented (previously non-approved travel marked with an ‘x’).  Motion passed.

Commission Meeting Date
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 3, 2026, in Oacoma, SD.

Executive Session
Jorgensen called for Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2. Cronin made and Johnson seconded a motion to move to Executive Session. Executive Session entered at 3:17 pm.

Return to Open Session
Chairman Jorgensen ended Executive Session at 3:19 pm.  Jorgensen noted that personnel/employee matters were discussed and that no action was taken.

Adjournment
Johnson moved to adjourn at 3:20 pm, seconded by Cronin.  Meeting adjourned.



	
	
	


Leon Koeppe, Secretary		      Date			Jonathan Kleinjan, Executive Director	Date





