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 Elementary Education Fundamentals: Mathematics (8003) 
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Elementary Education Fundamentals: Social Studies (8004) 
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Elementary Education Fundamentals: Science (8005) 
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Elementary Education Fundamentals: Teaching Reading (8006) 
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Just Qualified Candidate (JQC) description:  a candidate who demonstrates the lowest level of knowledge and skills that meet the requirements for safe and 
effective practice; … the least-able-but-still-qualified candidate; description focuses on knowledge and skills in areas the test measures. 
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New features with this test series: 
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New 
Test 

# 

New Test 
Name 

SD 
Panelists 
National 

Level 

SD Group: Standards Setting Endorsement New Test 
Available 

Scale Score Range Recommended 
Scale Score for 

Cut Score 

8003 Elementary 
Education 
Fundamentals: 
Mathematics 

1 Dakota State U: Lori Engebretson 
Mount Marty U: Jamie Van Winkle 
Northern State U: Monte Meyerink 
University of Sioux Falls: Carla Diede 

 

K-4th Grade Math 
 
5th - 8th Grade Math 

June 2026 RPS +2 CSEM  170 
RPS + 1 CSEM  161 
RPS                    152 
RPS -1 CSEM   145 
RPS +2 CSEM  136 

 
 
 152 

8004 Elementary 
Education 
Fundamentals: 
Social Studies 

1 Black Hills State U: Johanna Sailor 
Dakota State U: Megan Schuh 
             Lori Engebretson 
Northern State U: Christian Pirlet  
University of Sioux Falls: Lisa Riddle 

 

K-4th Grade Social 
Science 
 
5th - 8th Grade Social 
Science 

June 2026 RPS +2 CSEM   167 
RPS +1 CSEM   158 
RPS                    147 
RPS -1 CSEM    139 
RPS -2 CSEM   130 

 
 
 147 

8005 Elementary 
Education 
Fundamentals: 
Science 

1 Black Hills State U: Jen Fowler 
Dakota State U: Betsy Schamber 
             Lori Engebretson 
University of Sioux Falls: Carla Diede 

     

K-4th Grade Science 
 
5th - 8th Grade 
Science 
 

June 2026 RPS +2 CSEM  162 
RPS +1 CSEM   153 
RPS                   143 
RPS -1 CSEM    134 
RPS -2 CSEM   126 

 
 
 143 

8006 Elementary 
Education 
Fundamentals: 
Teaching 
Reading 

2 Augustana U: Aaron Dang 
Black Hills State U: Faye LaDuke-Pelster 
Dakota State U: Lori Engebretson 
Northern State U: Angela Hermansen 
South Dakota State U: Katie Gilmore 
Classroom Teacher: Valerie Nelson 
 

K-4th Grade ELA 
 
5th - 8th Grade ELA 

June 2026 RPS +2 CSEM   169 
RPS +1 CSEM  161 
RPS                   152 
RPS -1 CSEM    144 
RPS -2 CSEM   136 

 
 
152 

NOTE: Passage of the four subject tests, can offer the additional endorsements: Self Contained K-4th Grade and Self Contained Fifth – Eighth Grade  

Additional background: 

South Dakota had the highest rate of participation for the multi-state standards setting process with 5 participants equaling 12% of the group. Other states 
involved in the Multi-State Standards Setting process include Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

Invitations were sent out to each of the eleven Educator Preparation programs to participate in the SD Standards Setting meeting. Additionally, invitations were 
sent to multiple teachers in the field based on suggestions garnered from divisions within DOE. 


