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Just Qualified Candidate (JQC) description:  a candidate who demonstrates the lowest level of knowledge and skills that meet the requirements for safe and 
effective practice; the least-able-but-still-qualified candidate; description focuses on knowledge and skills in areas the test measures. 
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Test 
# 

Current Test 
Name 

New 
Test 

# 

New Test 
Name 

SD 
Panelists 
National 

Level 

SD Group: Standards 
Setting 

Endorsement New 
Test 

Available 

Cut Score Range Recommended 
Cut Score 

5089  Middle 
School Social 
Studies 

5589 Middle School 
Social Studies 

 2 BHSU:  Johanna Sailor 
DSU:    Megan Schuh 
NSU:    Christian Pirlet 
SDSU:  Tony Durr 
USD:    David Burrow 

 

5th – 8th Grade 
Social Science 
 

9/2025 RPS +2 CSEM   162 
RPS + 1 CSEM  156 
RPS                    149 
RPS -1 CSEM    143 
RPS +2 CSEM   137 

 
 
 149 

5024 Education of 
Young 
Children 

5534 Early 
Childhood 
Education: 
Foundational 
Knowledge 
and Content 

1 SDSU: Heidi Sackreiter 
Teacher: Kimberly Clark 
DOE: Jennifer Kampmann  
          Kristin Tostenson 

Early Childhood 
Birth through 
Grade Three 
 

9/2025 RPS +2 CSEM  177 
RPS +1 CSEM  170 
RPS                   163 
RPS -1 CSEM   157 
RPS -2 CSEM   150 

 
 
163 

1755 ParaPro 5757 ParaPathways: 
Reading and 
Writing (5758) 
& 
ParaPathways: 
Mathematics 
(5759)  

0 USD:  Jessica Klimish 
DOE:  Jordan Varilek 
Teacher: Kandy Flowers* 
*former para 
 

No endorsements; 
test required for 
employment as a 
Title 1 
paraeducator 
without 48 credit 
hours or an 
associate’s degree  
 

9/2025  
Reading & Writing 
RPS +2 CSEM  340 
RPS +1 CSEM  337 
RPS                   332 
RPS -1 CSEM   328 
RPS -2 CSEM   324 
 
Mathematics 
RPS +2 CSEM  335 
RPS +1 CSEM  340 
RPS                   334 
RPS -1 CSEM   330 
RPS -2 CSEM   325 

 
Reading & 
Writing 
 
332 
 
 
 
Mathematics 
334 
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Historical background on the tests: 

• 5089 Middle School Social Studies has been used since 11/1/2011 with a cut score of 145. This test was approved prior to the Multistate Standard 
Setting Study process. For context, the mean cut score is 153. 

• 5025 Early Childhood Education has been used since 05/15/2017 with a cut score of 160. This was the recommended cut score from the Multistate 
Standards-Setting Study process. 

• 1755 ParaPro has been used since 3/20/2003 with a cut score of 461. This test was approved prior to the Multistate Standard Setting Study process. For 
context, the mean cut score is around 460. 

 Invitations were sent out to each of the eleven Educator Preparation programs to participate in the Standards Setting meeting.  

Invitations were sent to content teachers in the field based on suggestions garnered from divisions within DOE. 


