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Just Qualified Candidate (JQC) description:  a candidate who demonstrates the lowest level of knowledge and skills that meet the requirements for safe and 
effective practice; … the least-able-but-still-qualified candidate; description focuses on knowledge and skills in areas the test measures. 
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Test 
# 

Current Test 
Name 

New 
Test 

# 

New Test 
Name 

SD 
Panelists 
National 

Level 

SD Group: Standards 
Setting 

Endorsement New Test 
Available 

Cut Score Range Recommended 
Cut Score 

5081 Social Studies: 
Content 
Knowledge 

5581 Social 
Studies 

1 Northern State U: 
Melinda Johnson 
Christian Pirlet 

University of Sioux Falls: 
Lisa Riddle 

Black Hills State U: 
Johanna Sailor 

- 5th – 8th Grade 
Social Science 
-  Secondary 
Intermediate Social 
Science 

9/1/2024 RPS +2 CSEM  166 
RPS + 1 CSEM 160 
RPS                   153 
RPS -1 CSEM   147 
RPS +2 CSEM  141 

 
 
153 

5122 Family and 
Consumer 
Sciences 

5123 Family and 
Consumer 
Sciences 

0 South Dakota State U: 
Nicole Graves 

SD FACS teacher: 
LaKisha Jordan 

Former SD FACS teacher: 
Morgan Heuer 

- Education & 
Training Career 
Cluster 
- Family & 
Consumer Science 
Career Cluster 
- Human Services 
Career Cluster 

9/1/2024 RPS +2 CSEM  165 
RPS +1 CSEM  158 
RPS                   151 
RPS -1 CSEM   144 
RPS -2 CSEM   138 

 
 
151 

5051 Technology 
Education 

5053 Technology 
and 
Engineering 
Education 

0 Northern State U:  
    Christian Pirlet 

- Architecture & 
Construction 
Career Cluster 
- Construction 
Career Cluster 
- Design and Pre-
Construction 
Career Pathway 
-Manufacturing 
Career Cluster 
- Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering, & 
Mathematics 
Career Cluster 
 

9/1/2024 RPS +2 CSEM  171 
RPS +1 CSEM  164 
RPS                   157 
RPS -1 CSEM   151 
RPS -2 CSEM   144 

 
 
157 
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Historical background on the tests: 

• 5081 Social Studies: Content Knowledge has been used since 5/1/2012 with a cut score of 146. This was the recommended cut score from the Multistate 
Standards-Setting Study. 

• 5122 Family and Consumer Sciences has been used since 09/01/2014 with a cut score of 153. This was the recommended cut score from the Multistate 
Standards-Setting Study. 

• 5051 Technology Education has been used since 7/14/2014 with a cut score of 154. This was the recommended cut score from the Multistate Standards-
Setting Study. 

 

Invitations were sent out to each of the eleven Educator Preparation programs to participate in the Standards Setting meeting.  

Invitations were sent to multiple teachers in the field based on suggestions garnered from divisions within DOE. 


