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Lake Area Technical College recognized 
three academic programs for their 
contributions to the Greater Good as we 
closed out the year. These departments 
made noteworthy impacts on student 
outcomes during the 2025-26 school year 
and truly exemplified what it means to 
live our mission. Congratulations to the 
Law Enforcement, Professional Fixed-
Wing Pilot and Welding Technology 
faculty and staff for their leadership and 
impact!
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Dr. Cory Clasemann, STC President

Southeast Tech Awards 176 Full-Ride Build Dakota 
Scholarships for 2026
Southeast Technical College celebrated another record-breaking year in Build Dakota Scholarship awards 

at its signing day on June 5. The milestone marked the fifth consecutive year that STC has awarded more 

scholarships than the previous year, and the fourth consecutive year in which all scholars had an industry 

sponsor.

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/stc-awards-176-full-ride-scholarships.php

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/stc-awards-176-full-ride-scholarships.php 



Student Spotlight: Nursing Student finds Connections, 
Scholarship at STC
Ben Amundson, an LPN graduate and RN student from Wall, S.D.,, shares how Southeast Technical College, 

hands-on training and a full-ride Build Dakota Scholarship launched his healthcare career in Sioux Falls.

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/student-spotlight-ben-amundson.php 

Newest Graduate Outcomes Report Highlights Strong Career Success 
for Students
According to STC’s 2025 Graduate Outcomes Report released this spring, graduates responding to the 

survey achieved a reported 100% job placement rate in their major or chosen field within six months of 

graduation. Additionally, STC has 40 programs where every graduate secured employment. 

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/career-outcomes-2026.php

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/student-spotlight-ben-amundson.php
https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/career-outcomes-2026.php


STC Featured as 2026 ‘Face of Technical Education’
Southeast Technical College is experiencing strong momentum driven by rising student demand, industry 

partnerships and significant investment in workforce-focused education, which landed STC a spot in the 

2026 “Faces of Sioux Falls” publication as the Face of Technical Education.

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/26-faces-of-sf.php 

I.T. Programs Undergo Updates
This fall, STC is updating two information technology programs to 

better align with changing technology and provide students with 

more flexible pathways to completion. The Associate of Applied 

Science (AAS) in Computer Programming will become Software 

Development, while the Software Support Specialist diploma 

program will become App Development. Additionally, students 

will have the opportunity to begin both programs in the spring, 

which is especially helpful for students who are changing 

majors, transferring from another college or returning to 

coursework after stepping away.

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/software-app-
development-program-updates.php 

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/26-faces-of-sf.php
https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/software-app-development-program-updates.php
https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/software-app-development-program-updates.php


Graduate Spotlight: Land 
Surveying Science shows Cole 
Nelson a Clear Path
After changing academic paths, Southeast Tech 

graduate Cole Nelson found clarity and career 

momentum through the Land Surveying Science 

program, leading to a full-time role with the South 

Dakota Department of Transportation.

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/
graduate-spotlight-cole-nelson.php 

https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/graduate-spotlight-cole-nelson.php
https://www.southeasttech.edu/news/2026/graduate-spotlight-cole-nelson.php
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WDTC Board of Trustees Welcomes New 
Member & Reappoints Two

During the July 8th Board Meeting, Board of Trustees were 
sworn in by Judge Heidi Linngren. Tenise Chapman was sworn in 
as the newest member of the Board of Trustees and will serve a 
term from 2026 to 2029. Chapman is a Western Dakota Technical 
College alumna and local business owner. Dr. Steve Willard was 
reappointed to the board and will serve a new term from 2026 
to 2029. Dr. Willard is the retired superintendent of the Belle 
Fourche School District. Andrea Powers (not pictured), will be 
sworn in at the August board meeting following her reappoint-

ment to serve a term from 2026–2029. Powers currently serves as the Executive Director of Southern Hills 
Economic Development in Hot Springs, South Dakota.

Build Dakota Signing Day Celebrates 
Full-Ride Scholarship Recepients

On June 25th, WDTC hosted a Build Dakota Signing 
Day Event. During the special ceremony, 127 students 
received full-ride Build Dakota Scholarships. Students, 
along with their Build Dakota sponsors, were recognized 
during the event. Scholarship recipients were called to 
stage to sign their Build Dakota Scholarship certificates 
and receive WDTC pennants.  



Students Excel at SkillsUSA National 
Competition 

Annual Employee Awards Banquet
In May, Western Dakota Technical College employees 
were celebrated for their dedication and passion for 
technical education at the Annual Awards Banquet. 
Board Vice Chair, Mike Roesler, and President Ericson 
expressed their appreciation to WDTC employees. 
During the ceremony, eleven awards were presented 
and employees were thanked for their years of ser-
vice.

In June, a select group of WDTC students and 
faculty traveled to Atlanta, Georgia for the annual 
SkillsUSA National Leadership & Skills Conference. 
During the competition, WDTC students delivered 
strong performances on the national stage, with 
six students earning top finishes. Recent WDTC 
graduate, Anton Allen, earned a national cham-
pionship with a gold medal in Plumbing. WDTC 
is grateful to the industry sponsors that made it 
possible for our students to travel and compete in 
this prestigious event.
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WDTC Celebrated America’s 250th in the 
Black Hills

 
Western Dakota Technical College celebrated 
America’s 250th anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence on July 4th 
weekend.  Employees participated in commu-
nity parades and events around the Black Hills. 
Staff attended the Star-Spangled Independence 
Celebration and Parade in Hill City, Black Hills 
Roundup Parade in Belle Fourche, and America’s 
250th Birthday Bash Parade in Rapid City.

wdt.edu


