
 

Meeting Minutes 
Research and Commercialization Council 

 
Thursday, February 18th, 2016 

2:00pm – 3:00pm CST 
Conference Call 

 
Members Present: Brad Wheeler    Pat Lebrun 
   Dave Link    Pat Costello 
   Eddie Sullivan    Jason Dilges 
   Jim Morgan    Mike Rush 
 
Members Not Present:  Paul Batcheller 
    
Staff Present:  Nathan Lukkes (SDBOR)  
   Mel Ustad (GOED) 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:00pm (CST) by Brad Wheeler. 
 
Dave Link moved to approve the minutes of the June 11th, 2015 meeting. Pat Costello seconded 
the motion. The motion to approve the minutes passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion of the Research Team Development Request for Proposals began. Nathan Lukkes 
provided an overview of the request for proposal highlighting that universities could submit 
multiple proposals as long as the institution makes a commitment to support the center and that 
letters of commitment from partner organizations would be required.   
 
Brad Wheeler moved to approve the RFP. Eddie Sullivan seconded the motion. The motion was 
passed unanimously.  
 
Pat Costello moved to authorize spending up to $6,000 for an external technical review panel to 
review the proposals and make recommendations to the RCC. Pat Lebrun seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed unanimously.  
  
New Business __________________________________________________________ 
 
Brad Wheeler opened up the New Business discussion. The American Association of the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) review of the research center program conducted November 
2015 was discussed.  Several of the review panel’s recommendations were integrated into the 
Research Team Development RFP and the reporting metrics for the current centers will be 
further clarified for the May 2016 reports.  Integration of more specific sustainability and 
university commitments to the centers into the next request for proposal was recommended and 
will be implemented.   
  
 



 

Other Business_________________________________________________________________ 
 
BioSNTR was discussed. It is the consensus that the center director will be directed to include in 
the May 2016 presentation to the RCC the Center’s vision, organizational structure and 
accomplishments to date toward achieving the Center’s goals along with a plan for sustaining the 
Center.   
 
Ed Duke, NASA EPSCoR Director’s, request for a portion of the state EPSCoR matching funds 
be used to support the NASA program was discussed. The RCC concluded that because the 
amount of federal funds that can be leveraged from the National Science Foundation with the 
state funds being much larger the state funds should continue to be used to march NSF ESPCoR 
funds.     
 
Brad Wheeler motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mike Rush seconded the motion. Motion was 
passed unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:10pm. 
 
 


