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Tentative Agenda 

State Conservation Commission 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
8:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. CDT   
 
Capitol Lake Visitor Center 
650 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
605.773.3623 

  Introductions 

 Approval of September Minutes 

 Request for New Business to be Placed on the Agenda 

 Corrections/Approval of Past and Upcoming Travel 

Dave Fischbach 

  Revolving Loan Report 

 Revolving Loan Applications 

 Correspondence 

Tiffany Shannon 

 

  Grant Program/Updates/Changes/Amendments 

 Grant Status Reports 

 Reversions 

Brian Scott  
Tiffany Shannon 

  2017 Fall Grant Application Review 

 RCPP Discussion (if needed) 

Conservation 

Commission 

  2017 Fall Grant Selections Conservation 

Commission 

  2018 Docket RCF Staff 

  2018 Priorities Conservation 
Commission 

  District Name Changes (Miner and Jerauld) Conservation 

Commission 

  Commission Member Reports (if time permits) Conservation 

Commission 

  Advisory Board Member Reports: (SD School & Public Lands, 

DENR, SD Game Fish & Parks, NRCS, SDSU Extension Service, 

SDSU Experiment Station) **Other Partners (if time permits) 

Advisory Board 
Members 

  Division Report (if time permits) Bill Smith 

  New Business Conservation 

Commission 

  Location of January Meeting 

 Ending Remarks & Adjourn 
Dave Fischbach 

Additional Instructions: 
**Advisory Board and other partners are required to submit a written report due to the time restrictions we will be under with 
Grant Review/Selection and 2018 Docket discussion.  Please send those to tiffany.shannon@state.sd.us by November 15.    
 
This meeting is being held in a physically accessible place. Individuals needing assistance, pursuant to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, should contact the Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry (605.773.3623) at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting to make any necessary arrangements.  
 
Because of the number of grant applications under consideration, agenda items may be moved up or down on the agenda as 
time permits. 

mailto:tiffany.shannon@state.sd.us


 

 

State Conservation Commission 
September 18, 2017 
Ramkota, Sioux Falls 

 
 
Call to order: 7:00 am by Chairman David Fischbach. 
 
Members Present:  David Fischbach, Tom Glover, Doug Hansen, Charlie Moe, Gerald Thaden, 
Tom Wolles, Alan Vedvei. 
 
Members Absent:  Wayne Bunge and Aaron Kiesz 
 
Others Present:  Sign-up Sheet(s) with Commission Minutes File. 
 
Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by Doug Hansen and seconded to approve July 20, 2017 minutes as submitted. Motion 
carried. 
 
Past and/or Upcoming Travel:   
Doug Hansen will be traveling to Huron for the NRCS State Technical Committee Meeting in 
Huron on September 27. 
 
Grant Report: 
Motion by Tom Wolles and seconded to approve the Jones Conservation District request to add 
the American Creek Conservation District to grant #2016-CSW-019 (Shelterbelt Renovation and 
Establishment). Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Tom Wolles and seconded to approve the Jones Conservation District request for a 
transfer of funds  from tree removal ($3,000) to shrubs ($500), trees ($1,500) and fabric 
($1,000) under grant #2016-CSW-019 (Shelterbelt Renovation and Establishment). Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Doug Hansen and seconded to approve the Jones Conservation District request for 
transfer of funds from tree removal ($1,000) to handplant replacement ($1,000) for shelterbelts 
completed under grant #2016-CSW-019 (Shelterbelt Renovation and Establishment) in 2017 on 
the loss of eastern red cedar and rocky mountain juniper with a cost-share rate of 50%. Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Tom Wolles and seconded by Gerald Thaden to approve the Mellette Conservation 
District request to approve reseeding cover crops on the same unit with a not to exceed a cap of 
$200/year for seed cost-shared under grant #2017-CSW-021 (2017 Cover Crop). Motion 
carried. (Charlie Moe abstained) 
 
Motion by Doug Hansen and seconded to approve the Roberts Conservation District request for 
a contract extension to December 31, 2018 for grant #2016-CSW-024 (Roberts Shelterbelt). 
Motion carried. 
 
Miner Conservation District request for a name change will be taken up at the November 
Conservation Commission meeting. 
 
 



 

 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP): 
Jeff Zimprich and Jeff Vander Wilt from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
provided the Commission with an overview of how the Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) could potentially work in South Dakota if matched by Commission funds. 
Districts could individually apply for RCPP agreements with NRCS using Commission funds as 
match or the Commission could apply for a larger RCPP agreement. Under the latter, the 
Commission would need to set-aside funds to provide the match and the Commission would 
manage individual agreements with the districts. Either way, the key is that project must be 
science-based and have measureable outcomes. The type of agreement (Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) or Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) versus a Commission 
agreement would depend on which set of funds were used. A request for proposal will likely 
come from NRCS in January or February of 2018. A few districts expressed concern that setting 
aside funds to match RCPP would make it more difficult to fund district sponsored projects 
through the standard grant funding process. A few districts also use Commission funds to work 
with producers who are not eligible for EQIP or CSP and those districts feel setting aside 
Commission funds would result in even less funds for those producers. Additional discussion 
was schedule to follow the South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts business 
meeting later today.  
 
District Work Plan Template: 
Jack Majeres presented the revised Conservation District Work Plan. Motion by Doug Hansen 
and seconded to approve the District Work Plan as presented. Motion carried. 
 
Reports: 
Commission Member, Division, and Advisory Member reports were waived because of time. 
 
Laura Demmel from the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) was introduced 
to the Commission. Laura is the new NACD Northern Plains Regional Representative. Laura is 
originally from Ogallala, NE. Her office is in Boseman, MT. 
 
Next meeting will be a grant round in November. Location, date and time TBD. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:52 AM. 
 
Tiffany Shannon, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 





REPORT DATE:  11/14/2017

199,848.51$           2,100,494.54$             

RCF
TRACKING
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AG DEV
LOAN
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CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

PURPOSE
OF

LOAN

 ORIGINAL
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AMOUNT 

 AMOUNT
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01-JULY 
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MONTH
DUE

DATE
PAID

 SCHEDULED
PRINCIPLE

PAID THIS FY 

 SCHEDULED
INTEREST

PAID THIS FY  

 EXTRA
PRINCIPLE

PAID THIS FY 

 COMMISSION
EXTENDED 
PAYMENTS 

 TOTAL
CURRENTLY

OUTSTANDING 

1079 40-03-01 09/26/16 Butte No-Till Drill 22,500.00$        22,500.00$         5,084.60$      09/2018 08/25/2017 4,500.00$      584.60$         18,000.00$       
1078 136-01-01 05/05/16 Bennett No-Till Drill Parts 3,500.00$          2,816.67$           764.24$         03/2018 2,816.67$         
1077 38-03-01 02/18/16 Deuel Grass drill 17,000.00$        13,695.37$         3,712.03$      01/2018 13,695.37$       
1076 36-05-01 02/18/16 Jackson Fabric 4,954.00$          2,428.13$           2,502.36$      09/2017 2,428.13$         
1075 130-01-01 09/17/15 Day Tree spade 20,000.00$        15,000.00$         5,448.95$      10/2017 10/16/2017 5,022.14$      426.81$         9,977.86$         
1074 37-02-01 07/15/15 Grant Grass drill 13,431.00$        6,065.32$           3,007.20$      11/2017 6,065.32$         
1073 74-03-01 01/29/14 Hamlin Land Roller 27,000.00$        10,314.55$         5,885.45$      11/2017 07/20/2017 5,400.00$      170.71$         4,914.55$                    -$                  
1072 80-02-01 09/22/14 Jones No-till drill 40,000.00$        24,000.00$         8,719.05$      10/2017 09/15/2017 8,045.54$      673.51$         15,954.46$       
1071 39-02-01 09/22/14 Clark Grass Drill 15,000.00$        9,000.00$           3,270.10$      12/2017 9,000.00$         
1067 36-04-01 11/15/12 Jackson Grass Drill 27,586.00$        9,354.99$           5,681.45$      12/2017 11/03/2017 5,517.20$      270.41$         3,837.79$         

190,971.00$      115,175.03$       44,075.43$    28,484.88$    2,126.04$      4,914.55$                    -$                       81,775.60$       

-$                        13,464.51$     

117,028.23$           

Minus 11/03/2017 Jackson Payment 5,787.61$               
111,240.62$           

CURRENT CASH BALANCE
(Including new loans this fiscal year)

CONSERVATION DISTRICT REVOLVING LOAN FUND
Schedule of payments due during fiscal year 2018

(07/01/2017 to 06/30/2018)

Accumulated interest since 1965 Accumulated loans since 1965

COLUMN TOTALS

NEW LOANS THIS FISCAL YEAR  REMAINING PAYMENTS DUE THIS FY 























November 14, 2017 

Conservation Commission Board, 

 

I would like to request an extension on Soil Health Grant #2017-CSW-002. 

This grant was for cover crops and perennial vegetation for improving soil health.   The cover crop 

portion of the grant was fully utilized.  The extension I am requesting would be through June, 2018 for 

the perennial vegetation portion of the grant. 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

Robin Viestenz 
Beadle Conservation District 
 

 

 

 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2017 Conservation Commission Approved Practices Costs       
 

   * Conservation Commission cost-share is not to be used to replace other available cost-share 

   * Landowner labor can be counted as in-kind match only at a rate of $25.00 per hour for installation of approved practices. Landowner     

      use of equipment can also be counted as in-kind match towards the local match requirements. 

1. All practices must meet state & local ordinances (such as distance from roadway to prevent excessive snow deposition, power-line & other 
right-of-way standards, etc). 

2. Payment based on actual bills/receipts submitted by the producer. Cost-share paid on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.  
3. All cost-shared practices require a Resource Management Plan (practice plan). 
4. Clean outs on dugouts not cost-shared within the expected lifespan of the practice. 
5. Payment will be made on either fabric or chemical/mechanical weed & pest control for tree plantings but not both on an individual site. 
6. Monoslope/hoop barn must be replacing an existing animal feeding operation and the existing lots must be abandoned and reclaimed. 
_______________________________________           ______________________________________ 
    Bill Smith, Division Director          Date                      David Fischbach, Chairman           Date 

Practice1&3 Unit Unit Cost2 

(specified Max.) 
Grass Seeding: (with seedbed prep & 
operation) 
  Seed: 
    Tame  
    Native grass mix 
    Native grass/Native Forbs Mix 
  Mulching 

 
 
 
Ac. 
Ac. 
Ac. 
Ac. 

 
 
 
$50.00 
$120.00 
$245.00 
$300.00 

Grazing management: 
 Pipeline: 
    Plastic above ground 
    HDPE (below ground) 
    PVC  up to 1 1/4”  
    PVC 1 1/2" to 2”  (below ground) 
    PVC 3” (below ground) 
 Tanks: 
    Freeze-proof with base 
    Steel rim w/flex. bottom 
    Standard tank installation w/base 
    Fountain type water tanks 
 Pasture pumps (nose pumps) 
 Alternative energy pumps 
 Rural water hookups 
 Dugout construction4 
 Dam construction or repair 
Wells- Steel or copper/plastic 
Fencing: 
   electric 
   barbed wire 
   Specialized protective fence  
   Temporary fence 
 Seeding (see grass seeding rates) 

 
 
L.f. 
L.f. 
L.f. 
L.f. 
L.f 
 
Gal. 
Gal. 
Gal. 
Ea. 
Ea. 
Ea. 
Ea. 
Ea. 
Surf Ac. 
L.f. 
 
L.f. 
L.f. 
L.f. 
L.f. 

 
 
$1.80 
$2.00 
$2.70  
$3.10/$3.60 
$4.10 
 
$2.15 
$0.69 
$1.60 
case-by-case 
$670.00 
case-by-case 
$3,700.00 
$3,500.00 
$3,000.00 
$ 36.00/$22.00 
 
$0.63 
$1.06 
$0.15 additional 
$0.10 

Brush Control: 

  Mechanical 
 

Hr. 
 
$150.00 not to 
exceed 30 
hrs/landowner 

Tree planting:  
  Site prep. (tilled/non-tilled areas)  
  Shrubs & planting:  

  Trees & planting: 
        

  Handplants  (bareroot/container) 
 

  Weed & pest control:5  
      Fabric weed barrier & installation 
      Fabric squares and staple 
      Chemical/Mechanical 
      Tree protectors (with stake) 
 

 
Ac. 
Rod 
Rod 
 

Each 
 
 
 
 

L.f. 
Each 
Ac. 
Each 

 
$25.00/$50.00 
$5.50 

$5.00 
 

$2.00/3.75 
 
 
 
 

$0.61 

$2.50 
$50/200 
$6.50 
 
 
 
 

Practice1&3 

 
Unit Unit Cost2  

(specified Max.) 
Soil Health: 

  Cover Crop (inc. seedbed prep.  
  & operation) 

 

Ac. 
$45.00 not to 
exceed 80 Ac./ 
landowner and for 
one time per land 
unit 

General Water Quality: 
  Abandoned well sealing 
 

 
Each 

 
$500.00 

Shelterbelt renovation:  
  Sod control, chem. & mechanical 
  With dead tree removal (above grd.) 
  With dead tree removal (incl. roots) 
 

 
Ac. 
Ac. 
Ac. 
 

 
$200.00 
$2,800.00 
$6,100.00 

Fabricated Windbreak: 
      
 

 
L.f. 
 

 
$28.50 
 

Earthwork & Erosion Control:  
   w/dragline 
   Excavation 
   Excavation 
   Class S Earthfill 
    
Diversions/water retention/water    
spreading (for erosion control) 
    0-2% slope .27 cu.yd./ft 
    2-4% slope .34 cu.yd./ft 
    4-6% slope .44 cu.yd./ft 
Terracing  
Waterway (<25 ft/>25 ft) 
 

 
Cu. Yd. 
Cu. Yd. 
Hr. 
Cu. Yd. 
 
 
 
L.f. 
L.f. 
L.f.  
L.f. 
L.f. 
 

 
$2.00 
$1.78 
$175.00 
$2.08 
 
 
 
$0.60 
$0.97 
$1.42 
$2.10 
$2.10/2.90 

Grade/Shoreline stabilization: 
   Rock riprap 
   Rock filled wire baskets 
   Livestock crossing (rock & gravel) 
   Straw bales 
   Willow planting 

 
Cu. Yd. 
Cu. Yd. 
Sq. Ft. 
Ea. 
Ea. 

 
$50.00 
$200.00 
$2.50 
$1.50 
$0.20 

Animal nutrient systems:6 
  Engineering 
  Construction (see earthwork) 
  Monosloped/hoop barn waste sys 

 
Ea. 
 
Animal 
Unit 

 
$15,000.00 
 
$100.00 

Technical Assistance: 

 I & E 
 (Case-by-Case 

Basis) 
Forest Stand Improvement: 

Thinning 
Slash Disposal 
Mechanical Root Stimulation 
Wildlife Exclusion Fencing 

 
Ac. 
Ac. 
Hr. 
L.f. 

 
$450 
$200 
$175.00 
$1.80 

   















DRAFT

State Conservation Commission Guidelines and Priorities
for 2018

Guidelines
Amongst the functions of the State Conservation Commission provided for in 
law (SDCL 38-7-3.1), the most notable are development of the Coordinated 
Natural Resource Conservation Plan (Plan) and allocation of grants from the 
Coordinated Natural Resource Conservation Fund (Fund)..

To make the most effective use of the Fund in accomplishing the goals and 
objectives of the Plan, the Commission will utilize the following guidelines when 
considering applications for grants from the Fund.

The guidelines are intended to assist conservation districts, Division of 
Resource Conservation and Forestry staff, and the Commission in the 
application, evaluation, selection and administration of grants that will serve the 
purposes of the Plan in the most effective manner.

(Note:  following are possible Guidelines the Commission may want to consider 
in developing this document.  Input from commissioners, conservation districts, 
and staff should also be sought for other Guidelines to be considered.)

Project Duration, Readiness for Implementation, Partnerships
Given the high demand for funding of grants from the Fund, the Commission will
look more favorably upon projects that are ready to implement, have participants
lined up, and are of shorter duration.  Projects that involve multiple districts and 
are leveraged with other funding partners will also be viewed more favorably.

Technical Assistance and Technician Grants
The Commission understands the importance of providing technical assistance 
for planning and implementation of certain practices. However, given the limited 
availability of funds, it is the Commission’s intent to avoid on-going, direct grant 
funding for district technician positions, unless some extenuating circumstances 
prevails. Districts are encouraged to include technical assistance as an activity 
within a proposed grant project budget, seek cooperative agreements with 
NRCS for technical assistance, or pursue other appropriate ways to provide 
technical assistance.







Livestock Health, Protection, Fabricated Windbreaks
According to the Plan, protection of livestock from severe weather events is not, 
in and of itself, a natural resource conservation need or benefit, nor a stated 
objective of the Plan. Therefore, project practices such as fabricated 
windbreaks, designed for the expressed primary benefit of livestock health and 
protection, will not be funded.  

The Commission recognizes that certain conservation practices addressing 
needs for enhanced riparian habitat, grassland management, soil erosion 
protection, or water quality, can also address a desired need and benefit for 
livestock.  However, it should be clearly evident in grant applications that the 
primary need being addressed and benefit to be realized from practices 
implemented are directly related to a natural resource conservation 
goal/objective stated in the Plan.

Soil Health and Cover Crops
Soil health is clearly a high priority conservation issue.  It represents a long term
commitment for producers, involving several practices and a systems approach. 
The Commission will address this issue through grants from the Fund that 
provide incentive to producers to try certain soil health practices, and that will 
demonstrate practice benefits to other producers.  Funding for such practices 
will therefore be limited in duration, scope, and amount per producer.

Shelterbelts/Tree Planting
Grants for funding of shelterbelts and tree plantings have traditionally been 
provided for projects in rural areas, providing conservation benefits for wildlife, 
wind erosion protection, and wind protection for livestock.  Planting of trees for 
“landscaping” purposes in and around stand-alone dwellings in rural areas or 
housing developments will not be considered for funding.

Weed Control
Control of noxious weeds falls under the purview and jurisdiction of the State 
Weed and Pest Commission.  Generally speaking, any grant applications 
addressing weed control needs will be referred to them. The Commission 
recognizes that certain “invasive species”, such as cedar or phragmites, may 
represent a natural resource conservation issue and fall within the scope of the 
Plan.  Grant requests for such issues will be considered on their merits.

Funding Project Activies “Over and Above” Established District Services
The Commission understands the funding needs and limitations of the 
Conservation Districts.  It desires to assist the Districts to the extent possible by 
making the most effective use of grants from the Fund.  Grant funds are most 



effectively used when they are applied to District activities that are not already 
funded through a District enterprise or service for which they are being 
compensated.  Administration oversight of grants at the Division staff level will 
reflect this.

Priorities
Administrative Rule 12:03:05:12 provides that “the commission may dedicate a 
portion of the annual appropriation for the coordinated soil and water 
conservation fund to use on sharing costs of any project that is determined by 
the commission to be a priority.”

The Commission has established the following broadly-stated conservation 
priorities, under which more specific projects may be identified for dedicated 
funding.  Additional specific priorities may be amended to this list as unforeseen 
circumstances dictate.

Soil Health

Water Resources
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