South Dakota State Fair

 Commission Annual Meeting 

March 17, 2015
Call to Order:
Chairman Warren Lotsberg called the South Dakota State Fair Commission meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. at the SD State Fair board room
Members Present:
Pat Manning via teleconference, Tom Harmon, Pam Geppert, Loren Noess, Peter Nielson, Denise Muntefering via teleconference and Gary Sharp. Trudy Wastweet Deputy Secretary of Ag was also present.
February Minutes:
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Gary Sharp, seconded by Tom Harmon; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.

Legislative Update:
Refer to Fair Foundation minutes.

Financials
State Fair:
See attached new report, Budget by Centers, FY 2015 and FY 2014 as of February 2015. Also

See attached a Balance Sheet as of February 2015. The estimated profit/loss for FY 2015


$393,259.89

State Fair Updates
Entertainment:
Confirmed are Kenny Rogers/John Conlee Friday, The Band Perry Saturday, there is an offer 

                                    still out on Sunday classic rock, Monster Trucks on Monday.

Horse Supt:
Tracey Slagle and Michela Duxbury have been secured for 2015, there has been good discussion


with them, they will be co-superintendents.

Supt Meeting:
There was a superintendent meeting in February, the Animal Industry Board attended via 

teleconference. In 2014 after hours Security collected the health certificates at the gates, they


are not comfortable doing this in the future. AIB is having a hard time finding people to man
                                    the gates 24 hours. Peggy stated that she would call other fairs and try to find a workable
                                    situation. Poultry has not been required to have health papers in the past, if this is required
                                    in 2015  we may see a decrease in entries. 

Vending/Camping

Static:
The returning vendors’ deadline has passed; quite a few have not sent their contracts back, Joni


has sent letters to these vendors. There are quite a few new trailers coming this year. Shelley 


reported that camping is coming in steady. Total campers in the database for 2014 were 1587, to 


date we have 1026. Gate 13 total campers in 2014 were 269 we have 131 to date. Gate H total 


campers in 2014 were 67 we are at 31 to date. Static books all go online April 3, 2015.

Off Season Events Update

NJHRF:
Peggy reported that there was a site visit the 1st week of March, which went very well. Peggy felt


we have a much greater chance to secure this event than 2 years ago when we bid it. 

Wheel Jam:
Dates are June 5-7, the staff is working on the logistics, increasing fee’s (revenue) on camping,

concert tickets and golf cart fees.

Legislative tour:
This will be held on May 27th, might be a good time to have the ribbon cutting of the Exhibit Hall.


Trudy stated this will be a powerful show and tell as we ask for M&R & capital improvement


funding.
Project Update

Dairy Barn:
Englestadt’s Electric are on site working making good progress.

Project List:
A project list was submitted, there will be a meeting in Pierre to determine where we are at with 


this. Peggy spent a day on grounds with Kenny to get visuals on these projects, the list may 


need some configuring for 2015. The purpose of this meeting is to get these projects prioritized 


and on the State M&R with the funds that are available. 

State Fair Admin

Rules:
The admin rules were looked over/reviewed the language. After this was completed it was sent to  

                                    Taya Runion the attorney to look over. There was a $20 increase this year in the camping charges

                                     to reflect a gate fee increase next year.
Adjournment:
Tom Harmon moved to adjourn, Loren Noess seconded; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.
.
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