South Dakota State Fair

 Commission Meeting 

January 20, 2015
Call to Order:
Chairman Warren Lotsberg called the South Dakota State Fair Commission meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. at the SD State Fair board room
Members Present:
Tom Harmon, Pam Geppert, Loren Noess, Peter Nielsen, and Faron Wahl and Gary Sharp via teleconference. Also in attendance were Secretary Lucas Lentsch and Dept of Ag CFO Chris Petersen. 

Agenda:                  A motion to approve the agenda as printed was made by Tom Harmon; seconded by Loren Noess; motion carried by roll call approval of all members. 

December Minutes:
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Tom Harmon, seconded by Pam Geppert; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.

Election of Officers:
A motion to “table the election of officers” until the February meeting was made by Peter Nielsen; seconded by Pam Geppert; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.

1. Legislative 

    Update:
Secretary Lentsch went over what is coming up this year in the Legislature, such as Raw Milk, Conservation Funds, and the February 10th Budget Hearing.

2. Financials

    a. State Fair:
Linda Traver passed out Revenue and Expense as of December 14, 2014, a 2nd quarter comparison FY2012-2015, and a Balance Sheet as of December 2014. There will be approximately $300,000 balance at end of year. See attached reports. Pam asked where we are at with the increase in gate admission for 2015. Candi will research this with Dept of Ag attorney Taya Runion and report in February.
3. State Fair Updates
    a. Entertainment:
Candi stated that there is an offer out to Kenny Rogers with John Connelly as opener for Friday eve. The Band Perry has an offer for Saturday eve, and Huey Lewis and the News for Sunday eve. The CBR contract is out; Candi will wait for the Monday entertainment, and visit with Peggy once she starts on February 9th. 
   b. Horse Supt:
Dean Duxbury will not return as the Horse Supt., an ad will be placed for (1) month in the media to find a replacement. Tracy Slagle (Qtr. Horse Secretary) and Mikayla Duxbury (longtime worker in dept) are a potential option. 

   c. Superintendent

       Meetings:
Shelley stated that we will wait for Peggy to start on February 9th, and then schedule the meeting on a Wednesday afternoon in February.
   d. Vending, Camp/

       Static:
Vending contracts are coming in steady. The 42 sites that are needed to complete the Gate 13 last upgrade process will be in high demand again this year. Secretary Lentsch stated to wait for Peggy to come onboard and revisit the need. It is listed in the M&R, which is prioritized each year. The Education Book went on line early January, and the balance of the static books will follow on April 3rd. Tom Harmon mentioned that the SDHS Activities director of Fine Arts is interested in having some stage time during the fair, Candi Briley stated she would contact him. 

Other:
Candi announced the 2015 Theme is Sew It. Grow It. Show It., there is a press release going out tomorrow.

4. Off Season:
Tara Poncelet and Candi are going to Denver Jan 21-23, to address the National Junior High School Rodeo Finals planning committee. They will be lobbying for this event for 2018 & 2019. They have a proposal ready which includes the new Exhibit Hall. 
5. Project Updates

a. Dairy Barn:
Ken Shoultz reported that workers have been here and cut the concrete and put some pipe in, then left. The deadline to complete is still July 1st.

b. Grandstand:
Randy Bollinger and Lucas will talk to Kristie Honeywell regarding getting the electrical in the infield completed this year. 

c. Leadership Huron:
This group has adopted the Gate 1 beautification project. There was a meeting with Candi and Ken Shoultz, the group will have fundraisers and work with maintenance to make the gate passable for campers and vehicles, landscape, paint and help in any way to complete the project. 

d. Other
None
5. Next Meeting:
Next meeting will be February 17th, 2015. 
Adjournment:
Loren Noess moved to adjourn, Tom Harmon seconded; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.
.
  Chairman – Warren Lotsberg



    Vice Chairman – Dusty Anderson
