South Dakota State Fair Commission 

Minutes
Tuesday, January 10, 2017 • Nordby Exhibit Hall – Huron, SD

(Approximately 2pm following State Fair Foundation Meeting)

Conducting: 
Vice Chairman Dusty Anderson
1. Call to Order, Members Present: Pam Geppert, Scott Cordts, Loren Noess, Faron Wahl, Tom Harmon, Justin Bell and Dick Shelton, Peter Nielson, Gary Sharp and Denise Muntefering were present via conference call.
2. Agenda Additions/Changes: Add to #3. SF Updates j. Kids Fish Catch.
3. Approval of November State Fair Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Pam Geppert, seconded by Scott Cordts; motion carried by roll call vote of all members present.   

1. Legislative Update: See attached Senate Bill 11; Peggy explained that this is basically a clean-up bill (changing President/Vice-President to Chair/Vice Chair; eliminates the requirement of meeting on the 3rd Tuesday in January; and some other minor verbiage changes). Department of Ag meets with Appropriations next Thursday, January 19th in Pierre. 
2. Financials: See attached, Peggy reviewed the Budget by Centers Fair and Non Fair.
3. State Fair Updates
a. Theme/Logo: 2017 Theme/Logo is Seriously, Twisted Fun.
b. Entertainment: No Monster Trucks this year, there is brainstorming going on to have a Super Heroes Day. This would tie in with the Freedom Stage acts. Also exploring the possibility of the Mason’s doing their CHIP program that day. 
c. 4-H Dance & Performing Arts: Performing Arts will move to the Exhibit Hall from the Desmet Farm Mutual Tent. Staff will visit with DeSmet Farm Mutual to determine how to proceed (with or without the tent). The 4H dance will move to either behind or in front of the Exhibit Hall. 
d. Livestock Superintendent Meeting: Set for Tuesday, February 21, 2017 after commission meeting. 
e. Golf Carts: GTI is now taking reservations, the permit fees have increased to $100 for handicap and $200 for Non handicap (trying to discourage the use of golf carts to the general public and the scooters are available for handicap individuals). Due to having so many golf carts we are in jeopardy of losing the scooters. We will no longer accept a Doctor’s note for a handicap permit; they will need to bring a hook or license plate verification. 
f. Vending/Camping/Static: Joni reported that vendor contracts were mailed which is due back Feb. 1. Shelley reported there is a new Women’s Building Supt. Jo Freier; all the premium books went out to the superintendents to do the 2017 updates. Camping letters will be mailed to all 2016 reserved campers on January 27th she will start taking payments on January 30th with all payments due by March 31st. There are 30 new electrical pedestals in Gate 13; we also hope to increase the SDSF generators from 110 to approximately 190-200 depending on the demand. In 2016 we had 110 SDSF Generators, 254 Self Contained, 41 electrical pedestals, and 27 workers/security/vendor= 432 campers not counting the nightly campers .Gate H had 86 campers in 2016, we may offer SDSF Generators this year if there is enough of a demand in that campground as well. Total reserved campers letters going out will be 1724. Wheel Jam & Wissota 100 letters will be mailed same day, due back by April 15th.
g. Seasonal Workers: Along with Jo Freier, we are still looking for a Grandstand Ticket Sales Superintendent, also a Gardener.
h. Senior Center/Draft Beer Pavilion: There has been some discussion to make the current Senior Center into a Draft Beer Pavilion while moving the Senior Center to Younger Hall. This is still in the planning stages; the Senior Center is receptive to the idea. 
i. Other: Would like to find a sponsor for the Read and Win program. Tom Harmon visited with Roger Scheibe at the 2016 fair, where he indicated he would like to move to a bigger location and possible do a Milking Parlor. 
j. Kids Fish Catch: The sponsor for this event past away so we are looking for a sponsor. Scott Cordts suggested visiting with GF&P to determine if there would be any interest. They could also offer some type of educational component. 
4. Off Season Events Update

a. National Jr. High Finals Rodeo: Affiliates of NJHFR will be on grounds in early February, they were here in late 2016 where they went over the sponsors, buildings, grounds etc.
b. 4-H Shooting Sports: Starting in January on Tuesdays thru March they will be having this activity in the Exhibit Hall.
c. Activities & Upcoming Events: Tara Peterson gave an update on upcoming events, stalling and riding.
5. Projects/Programing Updates 
a. M&R Projects: Peggy reported on several project in the works that hopefully get completed in 2017.
b. Planning Session: Determined not to hold one at this time.
c. Jan. 17th Conference Call to recess Annual Meeting: Peggy sent an email reminding all to call in, we will have roll call and then recess until the February 21st meeting.
6. Commissioner or Manager Reports: None
7. Executive Session (Move for executive session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(3) to discuss contractual matter)
8. Adjournment

This meeting is being held in a physically accessible place.  Individuals needing assistance, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, should contact the South Dakota State Fair at (605/353-7340) in advance of the meeting to make any necessary arrangements.
