South Dakota State Fair

 Commission Annual Meeting 

February 17, 2015
Call to Order:
Chairman Warren Lotsberg called the South Dakota State Fair Commission meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. at the SD State Fair board room
Members Present:
Dusty Anderson, Tom Harmon, Pam Geppert, Faron Wahl via teleconference, Peter Nielson, Denise Muntefering, and Gary Sharp. Secretary of Ag Lucas Lentsch was also in attendance.  

Agenda:                  A motion to approve the agenda as printed was made by Gary Sharp; seconded by Tom Harmon; motion carried by roll call approval of all members. 

January Minutes:
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Tom Harmon, seconded by Peter Nielson; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.

Election of Officers:
Chairman:  Gary Sharp nominated Warren Lotsberg for Chairman, Dusty Anderson seconded the motion. A motion to cease nominations was made by Tom Harmon, seconded by Denise Muntefering.  Motion carried by roll call vote of all members.


Vice-Chairman:  Pam Geppert nominated Dusty Anderson for Vice-Chairman, seconded by Denise    


Muntefering. A motion to cease nominations was made by Tom Harmon seconded by Gary Sharp. 


Motion carried by roll call vote of all members.

Legislative Update:
Refer to Fair Foundation minutes.

Financials:
A balance sheet as of January 2015 and a Revenue and Expense Summary for fiscal year ending 


January 2015 was passed out, see attached. Peggy asked if there are any reports that the 


Commission would like to see, Dusty requested Quarterly and Yearly Comparisons.

State Fair Updates

Entertainment:
The Band Perry has been contracted for Saturday evening, we have received very positive 


feedback; CBR is contracted; the balance of the entertainment will be discussed in Executive


Session. 

Horse Supt:
Since the last meeting, it was decided due to time constraints not to advertise for this position


this year. Michela Duxbury and Tracy Slagle are being contacted to Co-Superintendent in 2015

then revisit this after the fair.

Supt Meeting:
February 25th at 4:00 pm all Livestock Superintendents, State Fair Staff, and the Animal Industry


Board will meet in the boardroom. A breakdown of revenue vs expenses in each department was


passed out, see attached. Peggy will work with these superintendents to get them more motivated


to increase sponsorships and balance the books as best they can.
Vending, Camping,

Static:
Joni reported that she is getting several new trailers and trying to beautify the vendors, also 


working on some of the buildings that need repairs. 


Shelley reported that camping was coming in steady, have around 500 with close to 1000 left


to get in by March 31st. Pam asked about more power to Gate 13, which is on the M&R list that 


Peggy will work from. The Poultry, Goat and Dairy books have been completed with the balance


scheduled to be in and released by April 3rd. 

Off Season Events Update

NJHRF:
Peggy reported that Candi and Tara attended meetings with the committee in Denver, and they


will be coming in March to do a sight visit. 

Wheel Jam:
Peggy reported that $10,000 was awarded by the Huron BID board. To be used in advertising, 

this is a 1 time award. There will be more conversation on implementing a gate fee in 2016 to 


generate revenue.

Thunder on the

Prairie:
The BID board created this event, it is being held on the fairgrounds to attract Sturgis Rally goers.

The date is July 30th, with the band Hair Ball performing a concert. The BID board is assuming

 all cost, with 50% of all proceeds after expenses, going to the SDSFF as a donation.
Project Update

Dairy Barn:
Kenny reported Engelstad Electric is on grounds installing the new electrical. The Inmates will 


take out the old electrical once the project is complete. The new electrical will be underground and 


is scheduled for completion on July 10, 2015.

Grandstand:
Kenny reported that last month showed no progress with regard to the electrical. Secretary 


Lentsch indicated that he and Peggy will meet with Kristie Honeywell of the State Engineers


office, to discuss the M&R list and the priorities on that list.
Leadership

Huron Project:
Kenny reported that Gate 1 remodel/beautification project has been taken by the Leadership


Huron group. They have met several times regarding taking the west side of the gate down to


allow campers and vehicles to come and go during off season events such as Wheel Jam. The 


group is raising the funds and doing much of the work with maintenance’s help. There will be


landscaping and painting also done to create a fresh new look.
Executive Session:
A motion to move to Executive Session was made by Peter Nielsen, seconded by Pam Geppert;


motion carried by roll call approval.
Adjournment:
Dusty Anderson moved to adjourn, Tom Harmon seconded; motion carried by roll call approval of all members.
.
  Chairman – Warren Lotsberg



    Vice Chairman – Dusty Anderson
