
State Conservation Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
Teleconference 

February 22, 2017 

Members Present: Wayne Bunge, Tom Glover, Doug Hansen, Aaron Keisz, Charlie Moe, 
Alan Vedvei, and Tom Wolles. 

Absent: David Fischbach and Gerald Thaden 

Others Present: Angela Ehlers-SDACD, Annette Steilen –McCook CD, Ken Bolzer –
Bennett CD, Barry McLaury –DENR 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Tom Glover at 1:00 PM. 

Election of Officers: 
Motion by Alan Vedvei and seconded to nominate and cast a unanimous vote for David 
Fischbach as Chairman. Roll call vote: Wayne Bunge –Aye, Tom Glover – Aye, Doug 
Hansen – Aye, Aaron Kiesz – Aye, Charlie Moe – Aye, Alan Vedvei- Aye, Tom Wolles –
Aye. Motion carried. 

Motion by Doug Hansen and seconded to nominate Tom Glover for Vice Chairman. Roll 
call vote: Wayne Bunge – Aye, Doug Hansen – Aye, Aaron Kiesz – Aye, Charlie Moe –
Aye, Alan Vedvei – Aye, Tom Wolles – Aye. Motion carried. 

December 15 Minutes:
It was noted that the vote to deny the Perkins Conservation District grant application was 
recorded incorrectly. The draft minutes has Tom Glover voting Aye and Charlie Moe voting 
No. The minutes should have Tom voting no and Charlie voting aye. This will be corrected 
in the approved minutes. Doug Hansen made a motion and was seconded to approve the 
December 15, 2016 minutes as amended. Roll call vote: Wayne Bunge – Aye, Doug 
Hansen – Aye, Aaron Kiesz – Aye, Charlie Moe – Aye, Alan Vedvei – Aye, Tom Wolles –
Aye. Motion carried. 

Nutrient Research and Education Council Nomination: 

Vice Chairman Tom Glover appointed Tom Wolles to be a representative for the Nutrient 
Research and Education Council. 

2017 Goals and Priorities: 
Doug Hansen gave a report on the progress the Goals and Priorities Committee has 
accomplished. The committee should have draft guidelines ready for review by the May 
2017 meeting with an approval date for the August 2017 meeting. They would like to have 
any additional suggestions sent to them by March 1, 2017. 

Revolving Loan Report was given by Division staff. 



Grant Report was given by Division staff. 
A motion was made by Charlie Moe and seconded to deny Bennett Conservation District 
request for additional funds for grant #2017-CSW-004 (Bennett/Badlands Tree Planting) 
grant. Roll call vote: Tom Wolles – Aye, Alan Vedvei – Aye, Charlie Moe – Aye, Aaron 
Kiesz – Aye, Doug Hansen – Aye, Wayne Bunge – Aye, Tom Glover – Aye. Reason for 
denying was the State Conservation Commission has limited funds and most applications 
are reduced from the requested funds. Bennett Conservation District was encouraged to 
put in a new grant application for the May meeting. 

2017 Docket: 
A motion was made by Tom Wolles and seconded to leave the language of $45.00 per 
acre not to exceed 80 acres per landowner and for one time per land unit for cover crops 
as per the current docket. After discussion Tom Wolles amended his motion and it was 
seconded to change the term “landowner” to “land operator” for a first time user. 
Roll call vote: Wayne Bunge – Aye, Tom Glover – Aye, Doug Hansen – Aye, Aaron Kiesz 
– Aye, Charlie Moe – Aye, Alan Vedvei – Aye, Tom Wolles – Aye. Motion carried.

Division Report was given by Division staff. 

Advisory Board Reports: 
Barry McLaury, DENR gave an oral report. Angela Ehlers, SDACD gave an oral report. 

Next Meeting: TBD 

Meeting adjourned by Vice Chairman at 2:17 PM. 

Marjy Gregg 
Recording Secretary 



May 2017

_16 – NRCS State Technical Committee Meeting, Fort Pierre 10 AM

17 – SDACD Meeting, Pierre 9 AM

18 – State Conservation Commission Meeting, Pierre_8:15 AM_____

June 2017 

5-7 – NACD Northern Plains Region Leaders Meeting, Yankton

12 – Vermillion-Big Sioux Area Meeting, Salem

13 – North Missouri Area Meeting, Lebanon

14 – Northwest Area Meeting, Meadow

15 – Hills Area Meeting, Rapid City

19 – NACD Forestry RPG Meeting, Deadwood

22 – South James-Missouri Area Meeting, Mitchell

22 – Conservation Partnership Leadership Development, Lincoln, NE

27 – Coteau Area Meeting, Webster

28 – Prairie Area Meeting, Presho

July 2017 



updated March 30

2017 South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts area meetings will follow this order: 

Registration 
Speeches of state speech contest area finalists  (video)
Supervisor recruitment and retention (presentation & discussion)
USDA-NRCS update (written report in addition to verbal update)
SD Dept of Ag update (written report in addition to verbal update)
Written reports with question/answer opportunity available:   

locally-led process utilizing regional blocks
protecting conservation district interests in agreements
non operating landowner outreach and technical assistance project
templates for long-range and annual work plans

Northwest Area Joint Board (Northwest Area only - discussion)
Convene business meeting Minutes of 2016 meeting 
Area Endowment honoree selection

 Honorees may be an individual or organization the area wishes to honor with the President's Club or
Governor's Award within the Endowment Fund. President's Club requires $1,000 in donations,
Governor's Award is $2,000. The local district of the honoree coordinates the fund raising effort.

Informational Reports (handouts without discussion):
Reports from each conservation district
SDACD President’s report 2017 legislative session report
SDACD & NACD membership reports SDACD FY 2018 budget
SDACD committee reports NACD director report
Conservation grants report SDACDE (employees assn) report
Big Sioux Nursery report USDI-Partners for Fish & Wildlife report

Area treasurer or speech contest report (as applicable)
Area director & committees elections

Area director elections: Vermillion-Big Sioux, North Missouri, Prairie, Northwest (unexpired portion)
3-year terms for all members of District Capacity
Unexpired terms that may be open: Natural Resources Stewardship (2 yr), Public Relations (1 yr)

SDACD policy resolution proposals
SDACD by-law change proposals
2018 SDACD convention - host area (North Missouri)
Other issues the area wishes to address
Set date of 2018 area meeting  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

JUNE 2017 1 2 3 JUNE 2018 1 2

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

NACD No Plains - Yankton

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
VBS
Salem

NoMo
Faulkton

NW
Meadow

Hills
Rapid

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

NACD Forestry-Deadwood SJM
Mitchell

25 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Cot
Webster

Pra
Presho



updated March 30

Information on each of the seven SDACD area meetings:

General Information: Agendas were e-mailed to all district offices in March.  SDACD officers and statewide
conservation partners (NRCS, FWS, DoAg, etc) were notified of the meetings. Area directors are
responsible for inviting regional conservation partners (water development districts, RC&Ds, etc).

NACD Northern Plains Regional Meeting Monday, June 5-Wednesday, June 7 at Yankton, SD.

Vermillion-Big Sioux area Area director election
Monday, June 12 beginning at 10:00 am CT at First Dakota National Bank basement in Salem (310 N

Main St).  A catered lunch ($12.00) will be served. Please provide meal count by June 5 to Annette Steilen
(annette.steilen@sd.nacdnet.net or 605-425-2473 #3).

North Missouri Area director election
Tuesday, June 13 beginning at 6:00 pm (CT) at Legion Hall in Lebanon, SD.  Meal information will be

provided later. Please provide meal count by June 6 to Mechele (EdmundsCD@sdconservation.net or 605-
426-6701, ext. 3).

Northwest area Area director election (unexpired term)
Wednesday, June 14 beginning at 12:00 pm MT at Smokey’s in Meadow, SD, located at 102 Main

Street. Lunch meal price information to follow. Please contact Kelsie Chambers at Perkins CD 
(kelsie.chambers@sd.nacdnet.net or 605-244-7160) by June 7 with your meal count.

Hills 
Thursday, June 15 beginning at 1:00 pm (MT) in the Outdoor Campus at 4130 Adventure Trail in

Rapid City.  Directions: Adventure Trail is about 0.4 mile north of West Chicago St on I-90 business
loop/US-79 (also known as Sturgis Road). Adventure Trail runs southwest from Sturgis Road.

NACD Forestry RPG Meeting Monday, June 19-Wednesday, June 21 at Deadwood, SD.

South James-Missouri
Thursday, June 22, beginning at 11:30 am with lunch at Blarney's (2160 Highland Way). Buffet lunch

$7.50, not including drink or tip. Please send Deb (Debora.Bartscher@sd.nacdnet.net or 605-996-1564
ext #3) your meal count by June 15. Directions: Blarney's is in the strip mall on the east side of the
highway approximately 0.3 mile south of I-90 exit #332 on Burr Avenue (past the Shell gas station). 

Coteau
Tuesday, June 27 beginning at 9:00 am CT in the Day County Courthouse basement in Webster.

Registration begins at 8:40 am. 

Prairie Area director election
Wednesday, June 28 beginning at 9:30 am MT/10:30 am CT at Hutch’s Café & Lounge in Presho, SD

(located on the I-90 business loop).  Roast beef meal ($12.00 including tip ) will be served.  Each person
or conservation district is responsible for paying Hutch’s for their meals. Please contact, by June 22,
Angela (sdoffice@sdconservation.net or text 605-222-4599) with your meal count.















































































































































APPENDIX A

SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARD

NOMINATION FORM
AWARD WINNING SOIL CONSERVATION FARM/RANCH

Name of Nominee: Currence Bros. Michael and Kenneth Currence
Mailing Address: 12349 Whipple Rd
City, State, Zip: Sisseton, SD 57262
Conservation District: Roberts Conservation District_

Nomination submitted by: Roberts Conservation District/NRCS 
Mailing Address: 2018 SD Hwy 10 Ste A
City, State, Zip: Sisseton, SD 57262
Telephone: 605-698-3923

(Nominator's information intended only for use by the selection committee in case further 
clarification is needed pertaining to the nomination.)

Which of the following criteria/practices are used by the nominee? (Check all that apply)

___x___ Grassed waterways are installed and maintained properly
______ Terraces are installed and maintained properly
___x___ Proper crop rotations are utilized.
____x__ Sufficient crop residues are left to enhance soil stability
____x__ No till is utilized in crop production
___x___ Grasslands are managed for sustainable productivity
_____x_ Livestock are managed to limit soil and nutrient runoff (feedlot and riparian buffers)
______ Forest lands are managed according to a forest stewardship plan

Based on the above checked items, explain why you feel this nominee is deserving of the 
award. Use no more than one additional sheet if necessary. Please submit two to eight 
photographs no larger than 5 X 7, with a brief caption (50 words or less) for each. Digital 
photos are acceptable.



Currence Bros, Michael and Kenneth (Butch) have been leaders in practicing reduced tillage in the 
Sisseton area for many years and on some fields practice no-till. Through the years they have been 
active participants in many NRCS conservation programs that include CRP, CSP, EQIP and PL-
566 Big Stone Lake. Through these programs they have installed grassed waterways, windbreaks, 
filter strips adjacent to the many watercourses that cross their property. In addition, they have 
utilized the saline seep CRP program to revegetate areas on limited production on the cropland.
For the past several years they have planted cover crops following the wheat crop to improve soil 
health. Through the use of reduced and/or no tillage, a corn, bean, and wheat rotation with alfalfa, 
they have increased both productivity and organic matter on their cropland thus enabling the land 
to become much more productive. In addition they have implemented many pastureland practices 
to include cross fencing, water development and herbaceous weed control measures to limit 
noxious weeds.  

The Currence’s live in a very diverse part of Roberts County and have adapted well many different 
types of soil and farming condition. They manage each field independently with proper 
fertilization techniques, rotations and tillage practices. Mike said, “We are constantly looking for 
ways to improve the land for themselves and future generations.”















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To: State Conservation Commission 
From: Bill Smith 
From: South Dakota Department of Agriculture 
Date: March 8, 2017 
Re: Revision to the District Supervisor Orientation Manual 

 
The South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts’ (SDACD) District Capacity Committee 
recently completed revision to the District Supervisory Orientation Manual for your review and 
approval. Due to the file size of these documents, they have been placed on the internet at: 
http://sdda.sd.gov/conservation-forestry/Restricted/Conservation-Manual.html. Please let me 
know if you would like a printed copy. The changes to the document are in red font. 
 
Jack Majeres said that the font and page numbers discrepancies will be corrected as final edits 
are made. 
 
Please review these documents and pass along your comments to RCF staff. We will compile 
your comments and provide them for your review and final approval at either the March or May 
meeting. Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 

 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

 
DIVISION OF RESOURCE CONSERVATION & FORESTRY 

523 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD 57501-3182 
Phone – 605.773.3623 / FAX 605.773.4003 

Website – http://sdda.sd.gov/conservation-forestry/ 


