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Capitol Complex Restoration and Beautification Commission

Minutes of the Meeting
Thursday, July 23, 2015.  At 10:00 A.M.
State Capitol – LCR room 1

Commission Members Present: Tim Engel, John Miller, Don Zeller, Patricia Harding, Carla Sahr, James Hansen, Sandy Zinter and Laurie Gill Mayor of Pierre

Guest Present:  Jeff Holden, Deputy Commissioner of Bureau of Administration;  Leah Svendsen, Bureau of Administration;  Tom Farnsworth, Director of Parks and Recreation; and Tammi Florentz, Bureau of Administration, was the recording secretary

Chairman Tim Engel called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Recording Secretary Tammi Florentz called the roll and a quorum was determined.

Chairman Tim Engel introduces Leah Svendsen who is our new Special Projects Coordinator for the Bureau of Administration.    

Approval of the Agenda

Chairman Tim Engel called for a motion to approve the agenda.  A motion was made by Commissioner Hansen, seconded by Commissioner Mayor Gill.  Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the Minutes 

Chairman Tim Engel called for the approval of the April 21, 2015 minutes.  Chairman Tim Engel entertains a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Don Zeller approved the minutes and was seconded by Commissioner Carla Sahr.  Motion carried unanimously.

Purple Heart Memorial placement

Leah Svendsen, Special Projects Coordinator presents an overview and update of the Purple Heart Memorial placement.  She directed the Commissioners to the screen to show where the proposed location for the Purple Heart Memorial, located north of the Vietnam memorial wall.  Leah states that the memorial will be illuminated. 
	
Commissioner Don Zeller asked a question if there would be a continuous concrete or would it be a space between the memorial and sidewalk.  Jeff Holden, Deputy Commissioner stated the plan would be to fill it in with concrete to join with the sidewalk.


Commissioner Mayor Gill asked a question about the dimensions of the Purple Heart Memorial.  Leah Svendsen responded that it would be similar to a typical headstone.  

Chairman Tim Engel recommended the Capitol Complex Restoration and Beautification policy of placement of memorials as it is presented.   Commissioner Carla Sahr moves a motion to the designated placement of the memorial.  Commissioner James Hansen seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Storm damage and restoration

Leah Svendsen, Special Projects Coordinator presents a summary of the storm damage that happened on June 22, 2015.  Leah confirms the number of trees that were lost due to the storm and gives details of the damage and what repairs have been done.  The buildings include the Capitol and three other State buildings which include: the Kneip, Mickelson and Kebach, which is the training center for the DOC.  The repairs on all three of the other buildings are permanent.    Leah pointed out the species of trees that were lost and how many.  

Commissioner Sandy Zinter questioned about the roof repair done to the Capitol building.  Leah Svednsen stated that so far it is temporary and they are getting bids for the cost.

Commissioner Carla Sahr questioned if there is anything being done for tree replacement.  Leah stated that they do not have anything scheduled but will be meeting with the Governor. 

Chairman Tim Engel questioned about the Capitol roof and if this temporary fix will be an issue coming into the winter.  Jeff Holden, Deputy Commissioner assures that this will not be an issue.  He explains that State Engineering office has been working with contractors that do that type of work.    

Chairman Tim Engel indicated that there is no action required.  

Hilger’s Gulch project

Leah Svendsen, Special Projects Coordinator demonstrated an overview of the Hilger’s Gulch project with Phases and the timeframe of each phase.  Leah pointed out that the Governor would like to see more native grasses and to make it more cost effective to maintain.  The Governor has chosen these particular plants because they are drought resistant.  The goal is to reduce the maintenance cost in the Hilger’s gulch area. 

Leah Svendsen directed the Commissioners to the screen and maps summarizing the different Phases of the project.  Leah provided an overall of Phase 1 which has been completed.  Leah states about working with Game Fish and Parks architect to develop these paths.  Phase 2, there will be different types of grasses and vegetation as well as wild flowers.  

Leah Svendsen provides an overall on Phase 3 about what trees were chosen by the Governor, a list of trees and how many as well as location of the trees.  Leah talks about that there will be three look outs where you can view the beauty of Hilger’s Gulch from different areas and possible a bench for resting.  

Leah Svendsen states the roll out of this project is to get community participation as much as possible.  And Leah plans to have a social media of the project and details of what is happening.  

Commissioner Mayor Gill would like to comment on the design and making use of the area is a great idea and the philosophy.  And working with and using experts for the plants and walks.  

Commissioner Carla Sahr comments about wanting the Hilger’s Gulch as a quiet walk.  

Adjournment

Chairman Tim Engel moves a motion for Adjournment.  Motion by Commissioner James Hansen and seconded by Commissioner Don Zeller to adjourn at 10:50 a.m. on July 23, 2015.  Motion passed unanimously.




