SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
 BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES
Cultural Heritage Center
Pierre, South Dakota
September 11, 2015
Call to Order
The meeting of the South Dakota State Historical Society Board of Trustees was called to order by President Brad Tennant on September 11, 2015 at 8:45 a.m. in the Education Room of the Cultural Heritage Center, Pierre, South Dakota.  A quorum was present.  
Board Members Present

John D. Fowler, Richard D. Harnois, Jeffery A. Hazard, Robert E. Kolbe, Laurie Langland, Peggy Sanders, Rolene R. Schliesman, Brad Tennant, Tom D. Tobin and David A. Wolff.

Board Members Not Present

Jon Lauck and Francis Whitebird.
State Historical Society Staff Present

Jay D. Vogt, Chelle Somsen, Nancy T. Koupal, Liz Almlie, Jay Smith, Ted Spencer, Michael Lewis, Chris B. Nelson and Caroline C. Uecker.

Others Present

Bob Mercer, Pierre; John Teupel, Spearfish; Francie Ganje, Sturgis; Kevin Kuchenbecker, Mayor Charles Turbiville, Laura Floyd, Tom Blair, Lyman Toews, and Michael Johnson of Deadwood.
Welcome and Announcements

President Brad Tennant welcomed the members of the board, staff of the South Dakota State Historical Society and guests.  
Board Minutes

Minutes of the board of trustees’ meeting of July 28, 2015 were mailed to the members of the Board of Trustees after the meeting.  A MOTION TO APPROVE the minutes of July 28, 2015 was made by David Wolff and seconded by Laurie Langland. The motion was approved.
State Review Board

The State Review Board convened at 8:50 a.m.

National Register Nomination

State Historic Preservation Office staff presented one nomination for review.
Presented by Chris B. Nelson:

1) McMillan House, Sturgis, Meade County.
The McMillan House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for Architecture.  Its significance is local.  It is a good example of the Queen Anne Style in Sturgis and one of the few Victorian influenced homes in Sturgis that retains high integrity.  A MOTION WAS MADE by John Fowler and seconded by Robert Kolbe to recommend the approval of the nomination of the McMillan House to the National Register of Historic Places. The motion was approved.  The Trustees recommended the nomination to include a change in name to the John and Elsie McMillan House and the Jack and Annie Hale House.  Francie Ganje, owner of the property, was available to answer questions.

The state review board adjourned at 9:00 a.m.

Reports
Director Jay D. Vogt submitted his report.  (Attachment #1).  Director Vogt reported that the department’s budget hearing was yesterday and that the department did not take forward any increases requested for the Society.  He mentioned that he and Caroline Uecker, along with the department fiscal staff, travelled to the Archaeological Research Center in Rapid City to tour the facility and meet with staff regarding financial matters.  The transition is going well.  Vogt mentioned that the state will be utilizing a new system to evaluate employees that will effect compensation.  It is called the ACE (Accountability & Competency Evaluation).  All the old Gateway computers have been replaced for staff. 
John Fowler mentioned that he would like to have time on the agenda at the spring meeting to discuss what the Department of Education is doing and where the Society fits in.

Jim Haug, State Archaeologist, submitted his report.  (Attachment #2).  Haug was unavailable.  Vogt answered questions on the burial laws.
Chelle Somsen, State Archivist, submitted the Archives report.  (Attachment #3).  Somsen had no additions to her report.  She mentioned that the Library Technician position is a part-time position and hopes to have it filled soon.
Ted Spencer, Director of the Historic Preservation Office, submitted his report.  (Attachment #4).  Spencer answered questions regarding the Beacom IT building at Dakota State University in Madison; a house being demolished in Leola; provisions on correcting factual information on bronze markers; and communities maintaining the integrity of their own historic districts.
Jay Smith, Museum Director, submitted his report. (Attachment #5).  Director Vogt reported that Jay Smith will be receiving the “President’s Award” for achievement and ongoing contributions in support of the Mountain Plains Museum Association at the MPMA conference in Wichita, Kansas at the end of the month. Smith mentioned that the museum staff will be going to the MPMA conference and are either chairing a program or are a presenter.  He reported on the schedule of activities for the Great Sioux Horse Effigy Return Celebration scheduled October 10-12 in Pierre.  His office is currently working on a new brochure launching the new membership incentive highlighting the Smithsonian affiliate benefits.
Nancy T. Koupal, Director of Research and Publishing, submitted her report. (Attachment #6).  Koupal
mentioned that she was notified that Pioneer Girl will receive the adult nonfiction book award from the Independent Midwest Booksellers Association.  That conference will be in October, and the Press has designed a broadside that will be given away at the event. She reported that her office is putting together an anthology of Pioneer Girl essays that will be part of the 2017 Annual History Conference.  Pioneer Girl has had an overall good impact on the publications program.   

Michael Lewis, President of the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation, submitted his report. (Attachment #7). Lewis highlighted the merger of the Badger Clark Society into the Foundation.  He mentioned that the Badger Clark books are on sale in the Heritage Stores and that they have a great partnership with Custer State Park to promote Badger Clark and the books in print.  The Pioneer Girl Project has provided a challenging and positive impact to the Foundation and to the Press.  The management of the complex financial needs has had a beneficial end result.  Lewis stated that the Foundation will be closing the line of credit account at BankWest by the end of the month. 
Foundation Chairman John Teupel mentioned that they are actively looking for board members for the Foundation Board.  He is asking for referrals if you know of someone interested in history and fundraising. 

Old Business

Sully County Land:  Discussion took place regarding the Sully County land.  Robert Kolbe had a title search done.  (Attachment #8).  President Brad Tennant and Director Jay D. Vogt met with the School and Public Lands Commissioner Ryan Brunner.  The options for the Society are to lease the land on our own, sell, or authorize the Office of School and Public Lands to oversee the leasing or selling of the property.  A MOTION WAS MADE by Tom Tobin, and seconded by Robert Kolbe, to table any action regarding the Sully County land until the December 11 meeting when further discussion can take place with the School and Public Lands Commissioner. The motion was approved.  Voting nay:  Tennant and Hazard.
Board Member Attendance:  Discussion took place regarding a Resolution to Approve an Attendance Policy drafted by Rolene Schliesman. (Attachment #9).   A MOTION WAS MADE by Rolene Schliesman, and seconded by Robert Kolbe to approve the “Resolution to Approve an Attendance Policy.”  The motion was not approved.  Voting nay:  Fowler, Harnois, Hazard, Langland, Sanders, Tennant, Tobin, and Wolff.
New Business

Copies of the proposed 2016 Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission Budget were mailed to board members beforehand. Ted Spencer, Director of the State Historic Preservation Office, introduced Deadwood Historic Preservation Officer Kevin Kuchenbecker and said he analyzed the proposed $11.6 million budget and had no issues with it. Kuchenbecker introduced Mayor Charles Turbiville, Laura Floyd, Tom Blair, Lyman Toews, and Michael Johnson who were with him in support of the budget proposal. Kuchenbecker gave a PowerPoint presentation of the 2016 budget and shared handouts that explained the budget items. After the presentation, Kuchenbecker and the other Deadwood representatives answered questions from the Board of Trustees. A MOTION WAS MADE by David Wolff and seconded by Richard Harnois to approve the 2016 Deadwood Historic Preservation Budget as presented. The motion was approved.

Other Business

The next Board of Trustees meeting is scheduled for December 11, 2015 in Pierre.
There were no Certificates of Recognition.

Jeffery Hazard and Rolene Schliesman have reviewed the application scoring for Deadwood grants and has asked that the “Deadwood Grant Application Scoring Review” be placed on the December agenda and sent out to the trustees prior to the meeting.
There was no executive session.

Robert Kolbe presented information on his photo collection to the trustees.

The meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 2:05 p.m.
I, Jay D. Vogt, Director of the South Dakota State Historical Society, declare that these minutes are a true and accurate reflection of the business conducted at the September 11, 2015 meeting of the South Dakota State Historical Society Board of Trustees.

                                                                                                       _______________________________

                                                                                                        Jay D. Vogt, Director

                                                                                                        South Dakota State Historical Society

__________________________
Caroline C. Uecker

Recording Secretary
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