SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
 BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES
Cultural Heritage Center
Pierre, South Dakota
July 28, 2015
Call to Order
The meeting of the South Dakota State Historical Society Board of Trustees was called to order by President Brad Tennant on July 28, 2015, at 10:05 a.m. via conference call. A quorum was present.

Board Members Present

John D. Fowler, Jeffery A. Hazard, Robert E. Kolbe, Laurie Langland, Peggy Sanders, Rolene R. Schliesman, Brad Tennant, Francis Whitebird, and David A. Wolff.  
Board Members Not Present

Richard D. Harnois, Jon Lauck, and Tom D. Tobin. 
State Historical Society Staff Present
Jay D. Vogt, Jim Haug, Chelle Somsen, Jay Smith, Nancy T. Koupal, Mike Lewis, and Caroline C. Uecker.
Others Present

Bob Mercer, Pierre.
Welcome and Announcements

President Tennant welcomed the members of the board, staff of the South Dakota State Historical Society and guest.     
Board Minutes

Minutes of the Board of Trustees meeting of May 28, 2015, were mailed to the members of the Board of Trustees after the meeting.  A MOTION TO APPROVE the minutes of the May 28, 2015 was made by David Wolff and seconded by Peggy Sanders.  Motion prevailed unanimously on a roll call vote with 9 ayes.  Members voting aye:  Fowler, Hazard, Kolbe, Langland, Sanders, Schliesman, Tennant, Whitebird, and Wolff.    
There was no State Review Board.

Reports

Director Jay D. Vogt submitted his Administration report.  (Attachment #1).  Director Vogt reported that he made preliminary recommendations for potential increases in the budget.   
Jim Haug, State Archaeologist, submitted his report.  (Attachment #2).  Jim Haug answered questions regarding the Ft. Meade Highway By-Pass and Good Earth State Park at Blood Run NHL.
Chelle Somsen, State Archivist, submitted the Archives report.  (Attachment #3).  Somsen noted that there were no additions to her report.
Ted Spencer, Director of Historic Preservation, submitted the Historic Preservation report (Attachment #4). Spencer was unavailable.  Vogt answered questions regarding St. Mary’s Convent located in Zell, which is a National Register listed property, being in danger of demolition through neglect.
Jay Smith, Director of the Museum, submitted his report.  (Attachment #5).  Smith noted that Trustees are invited to the Sioux Horse Effigy Return Celebration activities October 10-12; and especially October 12, which is Native American Day.  Smith answered questions regarding the Education Kits and Travelling Exhibits. 
Nancy T. Koupal, Director of Research and Publishing, submitted her report.  (Attachment #6).   
Koupal answered questions regarding the New York City book expo and successful showing by the Press.  She mentioned that Press staff will be at the book festival in Deadwood in September. 
She was asked how the prospects are to get back on the New York Best Sellers list.  She reported that 
Pioneer Girl sales are trending down and that the Press is now ahead of demand.  The Press is considering additional preholiday marketing. She is monitoring the situation at this time to determine if another reprinting is needed before Christmas.
Michael Lewis, President of the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation, submitted the Foundation report.  (Attachment #7).  Lewis reported that the line of credit that was established with BankWest probably will not be used.  He mentioned that currently $37,000 has been received and another $6,500 committed for the Effigy return celebration fundraising project.
Old Business
Sully County Land:  Robert Kolbe gave an updated committee report and stated two things need to be determined, #1 – who owns the land and #2 – who would pay for a title search.  Kolbe will pursue the title search and stay in contact with Vogt on the process.  It was decided that Director Vogt will contact the Commissioner of School and Public Lands regarding the trespassing/grazing issues that may be going on and will be in contact with Kolbe to coordinate any plan of action.  An updated report will be provided at the September 11 board meeting.

Draft Resolution to Approve an Attendance Policy (Attachment #8).  Prior to the board meeting, Rolene Schliesman, provided the Trustees with a Draft Resolution to Approve an Attendance Policy.  President Tennant tabled any action until the September 11 meeting when further discussion will take place.
New Business

Museum Director Jay Smith recommended that 38 artifacts be transferred to the Department of Biology at the University of South Dakota.  (Attachment #9).  A MOTION WAS MADE by John Fowler, and seconded by Robert Kolbe, to deaccession the 38 artifacts. Motion prevailed unanimously on a roll call vote with 9 ayes. Members voting aye: Fowler, Hazard, Kolbe, Langland, Sanders, Schliesman, Tennant, Whitebird, and Wolff.
Other Business

There were no recommendations for Certificates of Recognition. 
The next Board of Trustees meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 11, 2015, in Pierre.  
Election of Officers

A MOTION WAS MADE by Peggy Sanders, and seconded by David Wolff, to re-elect as president, Brad Tennant to a two year term.  Motion prevailed unanimously on a roll call vote with 9 ayes. Members voting aye:  Fowler, Hazard, Kolbe, Langland, Sanders, Schliesman, Tennant, Whitebird, and Wolff.
A MOTION WAS MADE by Brad Tennant, and seconded by Robert Kolbe, to re-elect as vice-president, David Wolff to a two year term.  Motion prevailed unanimously on a roll call vote with 9 ayes.  Members voting aye:  Fowler, Hazard, Kolbe, Langland, Sanders, Schliesman, Tennant, Whitebird, and Wolff.

Executive Session

There was no executive session.

A MOTION WAS MADE by John Fowler, and seconded by David Wolff, to adjourn the meeting at 11:02 a.m.  Motion prevailed unanimously on a roll call vote with 9 ayes.  Members voting aye:  Fowler, Hazard, Kolbe, Langland, Sanders, Schliesman, Tennant, Whitebird, and Wolff.  
I, Jay D. Vogt, Director of the South Dakota State Historical Society, declare that these minutes are a true and accurate reflection of the business conducted at the July 28, 2015, meeting of the South Dakota State Historical Society Board of Trustees.

                                                                                                       _______________________________

                                                                                                        Jay D. Vogt, Director

                                                                                                        South Dakota State Historical Society

_______________________________

Caroline C. Uecker
Recording Secretary
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