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UNAPPROVED (draft) MEETING MINUTES
Board of Military Affiars Meeting

February 5, 2016
Ramkota Inn, Pierre, SD

8:00 AM CDT
The Board of Military Affairs (BOMA) convened at the Ramkota Inn in Pierre, SD at 8:00 AM on February 5, 2016.

Board Members in Attendance:  Al Cornella, Ron Brownotter, Larry Weiss, Dick Trankle,  Ron Mielke.

Military Personnel and Department Staff in Attendance:  MG Tim Reisch, Steve Harding
The Board of Military Affairs members attended the beginning of the Army Guard Leader Symposium

Remarks by:

· The Adjutant General

· The Assistant Adjutant General – Army
· The Senior Enlisted Leader

Welness Council Update by COL Marshall Michels

Equal Opportunity Update by 1LT Carstin Jerzak

The meeting was called to order by MG Reisch on February 5, 2016.  The minutes from the June 10-11, 2015 meeting in Rapid City were reviewed and approved as drafted.  The meeting agenda was reviewed;  there were no additions or deletions.
MG Reisch gave a briefing on the operational status of the SD National Guard (slides included).  Topics covered were the vision/goals of the SD National Guard, awards, budget, armories ages, deployments and future projects.  

Board members discussed different opportunities for part time SD National Guard members such as training opportunities, education, jobs and family participation opportunities.
General Reisch discussed the Air Force associate program where active duty pilots are assigned to Air National Guard units.  This includes support personnel.  It is a partnership program with the Air Force so that active duty Airmen and National Guard Airmen have the opportunity to work together and learn from each other’s experiences.

Veterans/drug courts were also discussed.  These are set up with specially trained and dedicated judges/staff who know what types of services are available to veterans. They usually work with felony cases and their goal is to rehabilitate rather than incarcerate.  There are programs/services that are available to veterans to help them be successful and the judges are aware of them.  

Ron Mielke briefed the board about Red Shirt Fridays which encourages everyone to Remember Everyone Deployed (R.E.D.).
The next meeting date will be determined and announced at a later date.  It was suggested that the next meeting take place in June in Rapid City during Golden Coyote.

Meeting was adjourned.
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