South Dakota State Fair Commission 
Meeting Minutes
August 31, 2017 • 9am 
Nordby Exhibit Hall – Huron, SD
Members present: Warren Lotsberg, Dusty Anderson, Tom Harmon, Erin Yost, Justin Bell, Pam Geppert, Scott Cordts, Loren Noess, Dick Shelton, Denise Muntefering, Gary Sharp
and Faron Wahl. Donna Bittiker was present to represent 4-H until Peter Nielson later arrived at the meeting.
Conducting: 
Chairman Warren Lotsberg
1. Call To Order

2. Approval to accept agenda as written. Harmon made the motion, seconded by Geppert. Motion carried.
3. Approval of July 18, 2017 Minutes: Yost made the motion to accept the minutes as printed; the motion was seconded by Bell; the motion carried.   

1. State Fair Updates
a. Entertainment: Besch gave an update on ticket sales for grandstand performances. Also stated CBR numbers looked good for Wednesday night. 
b. Vending: There were several cancelations of vendors the week leading up to fair so had to do a lot of juggling to rearrange spots and/or try and fill. Several of the cancellations were due to lack of employees to work the booth/stand. Regardless of cancellations, numbers still look good. 
c. Camping/Static: No report.
d. Livestock

i. Besch reported most of the species are up in numbers.
ii. Animal Industry Board stated that utilizing Gate 4.5 on Tuesday and Wednesday for livestock entrance only seemed to work well. Suggested not allowing parking on the west side of the Swine Barn on those days. Also suggested have a “no-exit sign” and an A-frame sign for one-way traffic.
iii. Brief discussion about many people’s desire to have a swine show be non-terminal. This will be explored further in the future.
e. Special Events: Besch reviewed a few of the special events where assistance may be needed.
f. ATMs: Besch reported we have a new vendor providing ATMs (approximately 8-10). Fair receives a small dollar amount per transaction. 

g. Emergency Response Guidelines and Assignments: It was not necessary to assign buildings to commissioners as the weather forecast did not warrant it.
h. Construction Projects: Besch provided an update on the bathhouses and grandstand. Everything good to go with the exception that there will not be any restrooms available in the grandstand. Arrangements have been made for porta-potties.

i. Commission Assignments: Commissioners reviewed their assignments for the week. 
j. Other:

i. Bittiker was in attendance representing 4-H and providing an update on the number of exhibitors and entries with over 15,300 exhibits entered. 

2. Off Season Events
a. Racing Program: Dakota Promotions promoter Orville Chenoweth has submitted his retirement resignation. His last race was mid-August and he will assist with Wissota Racing in September. Efforts underway to try and find another race promoter.    
b. Wissota 100: Scheduled for September 14-17, 2017. This is a big event held on the fairgrounds for several years. Due to Chenoweth’s resignation, this will be the last time Huron will host the event in the near future. If another promoter is secured, they will have to go through the bid process to try and secure for Huron down the road.
3. Adjournment

