
Department of Transportation 
Division of Secretariat  
Office of Air, Rail & Transit 
700 East Broadway Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-2586 
OFFICE:  605/773-3574 
FAX:  605/773-2804 
 
 

TO:  South Dakota Aeronautics Commission  
 
FROM:  Jack Dokken, Program Manager 
  Office of Air, Rail, and Transit 
 
DATE:  June 20, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Financial Assistance Agreements  
 
The Office of Aeronautics is requesting funding from the State Aeronautics Fund for the 
AIP projects below.  
 
Brookings 3-46-0005-029-2017 
 
Reconstruction of runway 17/35 (1700’ X 60’)  
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 810,000.00 

State Share $   45,000.00 
Local Share $   45,000.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 900,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$45,000.00. 
 
Gregory 3-46-0018-014-2017 
 
Construction of apron expansion, including admin, engineering and testing.  
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 297,000.00 

State Share $   16,500.00 
Local Share $   16,500.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 330,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$16,500.00. 
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Huron 3-46-0022-035-2017 
 
Repair shoulders on runway 12/30, replace taxiway A, building removal and reclamation, 
RPZ grading for mitigated wetland removal. 
 
Federal Share 

 
$3,521,012.00 

State Share $   195,612.00 
Local Share $   195,612.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 3,912,236.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$195,612.00. 
 
 
Madison 3-46-0029-014-2017 
 
Design for parallel taxiway and medium intensity taxiway lighting (7200 SY)  
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 68,400.00 

State Share $   3,800.00 
Local Share $   3,800.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 76,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$3,800.00. 
 
 
Parkston 3-46-0042-012-2017 
 
Land appraisal and acquisition for hangar area expansion (11 acres). 
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 144,000.00 

State Share $     8,000.00 
Local Share $     8,000.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 160,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$8,000.00. 
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Watertown 3-46-0058-031-2017 
 
Planning document for Airport compliance; ADA access improvements at terminal 
building. 
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 99,000.00 

State Share $   5,500.00 
Local Share $   5,500.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 110,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$5,500.00. 
 
 
Webster 3-46-0059-009-2017 
 
Reconstruction of runway 12/30, including engineering and testing for runway, apron and 
connector reconstruction.  
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 1,998,000.00 

State Share $   111,000.00 
Local Share $   111,000.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 2,220,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$111,000.00. 
 
 
Winner 3-46-0061-015-2017 
 
Construction of apron expansion, including engineering, admin and testing.  
 
Federal Share 

 
$ 436,500.00 

State Share $   24,250.00 
Local Share $   24,250.00 
 
Total 

 
$ 485,000.00 

 
The Department recommends approval of state assistance in the amount of 
$24,250.00. 
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Project  Narrative (Justification) 

Apron Ex pansion – Phase II (100’ x 200’) 
The purpose is to provide expanded apron area for users of the Gregory Airport.  Hunting in 
the area is a huge business, which can be seen by the number of hunting operations in the 
area.  Many of the hunters coming in, fly to this area and need additional apron area and tie 
downs for parking aircraft.  Currently the airport has fuel available for public use.  However, the 
fuel system is in a location that hinders access to the apron.  When aircraft park to fill with fuel 
in the southern corner of the apron, the emergency access from the parking lot through the 
gate is blocked.  In addition, after aircraft use the fuel system there is no easy way to exit the 
fueling location.  They must generally be backed out, especially when another aircraft is tied 
down near the dispensers. 

The need for this action is a larger apron and additional tie downs.  Additionally, the fueling 
station is in a poor location, blocking the emergency entrance when aircraft are refueling. It is 
anticipated based on input from current users that there will be similar numbers of gallons of 
100LL fuel and Jet A fuel consumed annually.  This will largely be by the spray service based 
at the airport. 

Phase I was completed in Fall, 2016.  The fuel system was rotated and the underground 
storage tanks were relocated to allow for the construction of Phase II.  The initial plan was to 
construct the expansion in two more phases, however it is believed that the City of Gregory will 
have enough entitlement dollars to support one project instead of two.   
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Project Narrative (Justification) 

Geotechnical Exploration 
A geotechnical exploration of the Apron Expansion is required for the pavement design. 

Lower Apron Expansion 
Apron expansion is needed to accommodate aircraft currently utilizing the airport.  The existing 
apron was constructed in 2001 and approximately 60% of the annual operations have been 
itinerant.  A total of 6,100 square yards of additional apron space is planned to be constructed. 
Phase I will consist of approximately 305’ x 50’ expansion to the northeast edge of the apron.  
Phase II will consist of approximately 100’ x 200’ expansion to the southeast edge of the 
apron.  Phase III will be another expansion to the southeast edge of the apron approximately 
100’ x 200’.  Associated items, such as markings, lighting, signs and tie-downs will also be 
constructed in each phase.   

Currently, the apron is not adequate for the traffic trying to use it at the Winner Regional 
Airport.  With the extension of the primary runway, the airport has continually received larger 
aircraft.  It can be seen on the photo below (taken recently) that there is not adequate space 
for parked aircraft to be parked, fueling and to traverse through that location.  An additional 50’ 
on the northeast edge of the apron would allow for this scenario to occur safely.   
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The picture below from 2015 shows 5 aircraft parked on the northeast edge of the pavement 
and an additional 2 aircraft parked on the southwest edge of the pavement. The 5 aircraft are 
located on the current tie downs, however the 2 aircraft on the southwest are parked in front of 
the only available location for an FBO.  If an FBO were to be constructed, those aircraft would 
have nowhere to park. Additionally, if an aircraft were parked to get fuel in the west corner of 
the apron (on the far side of the current hangars), 6 of the 7 aircraft shown would not be able 
to exit the apron and only a small aircraft would be able to enter the apron area.   

The attached sheets are a record kept by the airport manager from 9/21/2015 to 11/3/2015 
depicting most of the operations in that timeframe.  Over 1,000 documented operations 
occurred in those 43 days. This is only a sampling of the operations of the airport, it is not a 
complete list of all operations in that time period.   

The following are photos from 2016. 

Fueling Station 

Aircraft parked 
on tie-downs 

Additional 
Parked Aircraft 
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