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Voeltz, Dave

From: Frank Kloucek <fkloucek@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 01, 2017 11:14 AM
To: Frank Kloucek
Subject: Fw: [EXT] no lights at night tragedy

For the last few years I have 
been advocating that the Amish 
have lights for night driving and 
flashing lights all the time. 
Someday there will be an 
accident. The accident finally 
happened unfortunately.  
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Three seriously injured when 
vehicle crashes into horse-
drawn carriage 
By Daily Republic News on May 15, 2017 at 8:57 a.m.  
683 

Three people were hospitalized after a horse-drawn carriage was struck by a motor vehicle Sunday night about one mile northwest of Tripp. (Jake 
Shama / Republic) 

TRIPP — Three people suffered serious injuries Sunday night after a vehicle crashed into a horse-

drawn carriage near Tripp, authorities said. 

Three Amish passengers from the carriage were transported to a Parkston hospital by Tripp 

Ambulance, according to the South Dakota Department of Public Safety. Authorities said a 2001 

Ford Taurus, believed to be traveling approximately 65 mph, struck the carriage at the intersection 

of Highway 37 and Highway 18, about one mile northwest of Tripp. The crash occurred at 

approximately 10:30 p.m. 



3

Officials said the Taurus was southbound on South Dakota Highway 37. The horse-drawn carriage 

were eastbound on U.S. Highway 18, stopped at stop sign and began to cross the intersection, when 

the collision occurred. The car hit the rear end of the horse-drawn carriage, ejecting all three 

occupants. 

The driver of the horse-drawn carriage was Amos Borntreger, 41, of Tripp. He suffered, non-life 

threatening injuries. There were two passengers, 20-year-old Katie Borntreger, who sustained life-

threatening injuries, and 18-year-old Esther Borntreger, who suffered serious, non-life threatening 

injuries. Katie Borntreger was later airlifted from Parkston to a Sioux Falls hospital. 

The driver of the vehicle, a 41-year-old woman who was wearing her seat belt, was uninjured, 

according to the Department of Public Safety. There are no charges pending against her. 

The South Dakota Highway Patrol is investigating the crash. Other agencies on scene were the 

Hutchinson County Sheriff's Office, Bon Homme County Sheriff's Office, Tripp Police 

Department, Tripp Ambulance and Parkston Ambulance. 

 



trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight



trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight

trpr13590
Highlight



1

Voeltz, Dave

From: Behm, Michael
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 9:49 AM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: FW: [EXT] Hwy 46

Addtl testimony 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jean Hunhoff [mailto:Jean.Hunhoff@sdlegislature.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2017 5:35 PM 
To: Behm, Michael 
Subject: [EXT] Hwy 46 
 
Good morning Mike. Thank you again for listening last night at Mitchell.  Question for you:  There are red flashing lites at 
the  junction of 81 and 42, 81 and 44 why are there not lites on 81 and 46?  I know I sound like a broken record.  I 
believe there are more accidents at 81 and 46 than at the other two junctions.  Maybe the lites are part of the safety 
solution.  Txs Jean 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Schulz, Noel <Noel.Schulz@jebro.com>
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 10:47 AM
To: Voeltz, Dave; Behm, Michael
Cc: Senst, Jeff; Smith, Craig; Forman, John; Seaman, Todd  (DOT); Leiferman, Mark; Feller, 

Joe
Subject: [EXT] STIP question

Dave,  
 
Yesterday I was on a slower internet connection for the STIP Webinar and didn’t know if my verbal comments 
came through clearly.  Just wanted to follow up in an email.   
 
Presently this summer SDDOT is doing 50 miles of work on I29 (25 miles NBL & 25 miles SBL) from Sioux Falls 
to Madison at a cost of $22.5 million or $453,659/mile.  Also doing 22 miles of work on I90 from Sioux Falls to 
MN St Line at a cost of $8.9 million or $414,026/mile.  The STIP is proposing to spend $67 million over 4 years 
on 57 miles of I29 in Roberts County near the ND border.  How does the SDDOT justify spending about 3 times 
as much money, with 4 years of traffic delays to the public, and considerably less traffic? 
 
I would encourage the state to review and analysis current data so accountable decision are made in the best 
interest of the taxpayers of SD.  
 

 
Thanks 
Noel Schulz 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Brian Hunhoff <brian@co.yankton.sd.us>
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 1:55 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Highways 46 and 81

To: STIP Coordinator David Voeltz 
 
Dear Dave, 
Not sure if you remember me, but I attended the STIP meeting in Yankton last month. I have sent you some emails in the 
past. I know tomorrow is the deadline for input on the 2018‐2021 STIP that will be adopted later this month, which is my 
reason for writing today. 
I serve as Yankton County Register of Deeds. I also do some free‐lance writing for various publications. Last Friday, I 
wrote an editorial for the Yankton County Observer weekly newspaper encouraging people to mail or email their 
opinions to Pierre this week in regard to road improvements they want to see in the next four years. (I left your phone 
number out of it this time – haha.) 
I have attached my article below and would request it be included as public input. 
I cannot emphasize enough how important it is to improve the three miles of Highway 81 between the Tabor and Volin 
roads. The half‐mile on each side of the Utica road is especially lethal for motorists. Please place improvements to this 
section in your 2018‐2021 STIP. 
I am grateful Highway 46 west of Irene has been identified as a developmental project with possible bid 
letting/construction in 2022‐2023. Thank you. 
Brian Hunhoff, Yankton, S.D. 
 
Editorial 
Your input in next six days could make highways safer in Yankton County 
 

Observer readers can make Yankton County highways safer in the week ahead. You have the power if you 
choose to use it. You can be a difference‐maker for your community. It will cost perhaps 10‐15 minutes of your time. 

Next Thursday, Aug. 3 is the South Dakota Department of Transportation deadline for public input on the 2018‐
2021 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). This is your last chance this year to tell officials what 
should be done to improve heavily‐traveled highways in Yankton County. 

Messages can be emailed to STIP Coordinator Dave Voeltz at dave.voeltz@state.sd.us. Comments can also be 
sent regular mail (postmarked by Aug. 3) to Darin Bergquist, DOT Secretary, 700 East Broadway Ave., Pierre, SD, 57501. 

Following decades of pleas from local people, DOT officials have finally listed the dangerous stretch of state 
Highway 46 between US Highway 81 and Irene as a “developmental project.” The tentative plan is to widen and regrade 
those 12 miles in five or six years. 
                It’s good to know that section of Highway 46 has finally received official attention as a future DOT project. But it 
should be moved into the four‐year STIP to be adopted this fall. Using history as our guide, more lives will be lost to the 
hazards of Highway 46 before 2022 (the soonest construction could begin for a current developmental project). 
                We studied Highway 46 history going back five decades and discovered at least one fatal crash along every 
single mile of that 12‐mile road. There have been five fatal collisions (six deaths) since 2008. 
                Mike Healy, chairman of the Yankton Chamber of Commerce Transportation Committee, believes Highway 46 
should be prioritized by two or three years. This could be achieved by reversing it with planned reconstruction of 
Highway 18 to the north. 

One of the busiest arteries in Yankton County, Highway 46 attracts a wide variety of motorists. It’s a popular 
route for farm trucks hauling grain and livestock, pickups pulling boats, semis, campers, and other large traffic that can 
be difficult to see around. It’s a scenic drive, but multiple hills and valleys create blind spots that limit safe passing 
opportunities. Shoulders barely wide enough for a bicycle are too small to allow slower cars or farm machinery to move 
to the side of the road. 

Lives have been lost and many injured in crashes caused by unsafe passing. Other accidents occurred when 
vehicles drifted or slid over steep shoulder drop‐offs, and rolled into ravines and creek beds below. 
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The road itself is two narrow lanes with just a white strip of centerline paint separating massive tractor‐trailers and small 
sedans barreling toward each other from east and west. 

It’s common to see cattle who escape their pastures in the roadway. (We were glad to learn at a recent STIP 
meeting that road widening will include construction of new fencing to contain the cows.) 

Highway 46 offers Yankton school buses the shortest route to road games and other activities, but Yankton 
Superintendent Wayne Kindle declared it off limits for his bus drivers in 2014. Dr. Kindle said, “The value of a student or 
staff member’s life is more important to me than saving a few dollars by taking a shorter route when a safer route is 
available.” 

Another blood‐stained section of road in Yankton County spans three miles of Highway 81 between the Volin 
and Tabor turnoffs. Dozens of fatal accidents have occurred on this stretch over the years. It includes a deadly blend of 
steep hills, sharp curves, speed changes, and blind approaches. 

This Highway 81 danger zone could be greatly improved by extending current slow moving lanes in Poverty 
Valley to the Volin and Tabor roads; widening Poverty Valley Bridge; and lowering the hill near the Volin turnoff. These 
changes would save lives. 

Those three miles on 81 should also be included in the next four‐year STIP. At the least, the road must be 
classified as a “developmental project” for 2022.  
DOT officials adopted the 2017 motto, “Safety for all of South Dakota.” Making overdue improvements to 46 and 81 in 
Yankton County would show us they mean business with those words. 

State officials have kicked the can down those two hilly highways for years, blaming inaction on lack of funds. 
The 2015 increase in the state gasoline tax has since generated additional dollars. They need to use some of that new 
money to fix a couple of old problems in Yankton County. 

Take a few minutes this weekend to send your thoughts on these roads to Secretary Bergquist or Mr. Voeltz. Tell 
them your own harrowing experiences driving them. Ask for a higher priority on 46 west of Irene. Ask them to put our 
three deadliest miles of 81 in the 2018‐2021 STIP. 

DOT officials seem to be paying closer attention to citizen input these days. Their contact information is in the third 
paragraph. You can make a difference. Write now. 

By Brian J. Hunhoff 
July 28, 2017 edition of Yankton County Observer 

 
 



From: Gary Swensen
To: Voeltz, Dave
Cc: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Highway 46 and 81 Killers
Date: Friday, July 28, 2017 4:16:33 PM

Mr. Dave Voeltz

I was born and raised in Yankton County in 1950 and have lived here almost all my life..
Grew up on the Walshtown Road 6 1/2 miles north of the WNAX towers..(444)
These two roads are KILLERS..
TOO many hills not enough turn offs..It should be a 4 lane with turn offs and shoulders extra
wide shoulders…
One time I witnessed a pickup and huge camper pass me in Irene city limits going East by the
church up the hill. He stayed on the left side all the time and until he went over the hill by the
Church.. My wife and I came to a near stop to give him room, but he continued on the left side
until over the hill and out of sight.. He and his wife had 3 small children maybe more in the
vehicle. (Iowa plates). We then proceed and just as we went over the hill by the city limits of
Irene a car came from the east going west into town.. A few seconds sooner it could have
been a head on collision ..
This is just one of many close calls as I have been passed while pulling trailers at a lower rate
of speed on hills dozens maybe hundreds of times with multiple cars coming. I have seen
people take the ditch part way many times to avoid an accident.

I have been passed on 46 and 81 when I was going the speed limit many times.
I also served for Sheriff Dave Hunhoff for about 4 years as a ® deputy I will forward a to whom
it may concern letter to you to verify.. following this e-mail

Gary Swensen
1408 Sunrise Drive
Yankton ,S.D
Yankton County Commissioner (current)

mailto:Dave.Voeltz@state.sd.us
mailto:Dave.Voeltz@state.sd.us
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Vernon C. "Skip" VanDerhule <svanderhule@usa.net>
Sent: Thursday, August 03, 2017 9:36 AM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] STIP 2018-2021 Public Comments

Comments to 2018-2021 STIP 

I see three projects in Yankton County that need to be elevated in priority. All three are safety issues. 

Leading the list is SD HWY 46 from US HWY 81 to Irene (although parts of SD HWY 46 east of Irene are not 
all that great either). Narrow roadway, no shoulders, hills and deep ditches all combine to make this roadway 
dangerous. Its not a matter of potential accidents, accidents are already happening along this stretch of highway 
including several fatal accidents. Locals have always considered this to be a dangerous roadway. Delaying 
reconstruction of this roadway five to six years will result, in my opinion, in the likely loss of lives. 
Reconstruction needs to be moved up. I say “reconstruction” because I don't believe much can be done with the 
existing road bed to improve safety on this section of highway. The road bed is too narrow to make the needed 
improvements upon it. This is going to be an expensive project, a very expensive project in terms of per mile 
cost for a two lane roadway, but I believe safety demands it. 

The second item of concern is the “slow moving vehicle lane” southbound on US HWY 81 coming up out of 
what locals refer to as “Poverty Valley”. A few years ago, this lane was lengthened, but it was not lengthened 
far enough. The highway reverts back to two lanes just before it joins the divided four land highway just north 
of Yankton. I believe where the slow lane ends and the four lane begins is only about 1/8th of a mile or less. Its a 
bottleneck. Heavy vehicles coming up the hill in the slow lane cannot pick up speed before the slow lane ends. 
This slow vehicle lane should be extended to connect to the divided four lane without interruption. This does 
not appear to be an expensive project and it is one that I believe can be included in the 2018-2021 program 
without compromising completion of other projects in this time period. Again, because it is not a costly project. 

The third project is the “slow moving vehicle lane” on US Hwy 81 as it goes north up out of “Poverty Valley”. 
This slow moving vehicle lane has many of the same issues as the south bound slow lane noted above, except 
that it ends on a curve. I don't think its ever a good idea to end a lane of any type on a curve, much less a slow 
vehicle lane because, again, heavy vehicles cannot get up to speed before the lane ends, again creating a 
bottleneck. This is a more complicated project because just north of where this lane ends is the county road 
going to Utica. So what we have here is both a bottleneck of slow moving vehicles and vehicles turning left, 
sometimes at the same time. I'd recommend extending the slow vehicle lane past the intersection with the 
county road to Utica, thus allowing for at least a turn lane even though north bound heavy vehicles may not yet 
be up to speed. There have been fatal accidents where this north bound slow vehicle lane ends. One of them was 
a friend of mine, so I sort of take this suggestion personally.  
 

Vernon C. “Skip” VanDerhule 

510 Chalkstone Road 

Yankton SD 57078 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Charles Gross <charles.gross@mtmc.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 1:15 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Hiways 81& 46

Dear Mr. Voeltz, 
        As the SDDOT considers its 5 year highway plan, please consider the stretch of Hiway 46 west of Irene 
and the stretch of Hiway 81 north of Yankton as two dangerous roads. I lost a good friend on  Hiway 46, when 
the vehicle his wife was driving slid on ice into the oncoming lane.  Hiway 81 north to at least the Volin and 
Utica turn-offs is an accident waiting to happen. 
Thank you. 
Charlie Gross 
City Commissioner 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Craig Kennedy <Craig.Kennedy@sdlegislature.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 2:00 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Highways 46 and 81

Dave: 
I am writing to request that DOT place Highway 46 west of Irene and Highway 81 from Yankton to the junction with 
Highway 46 high on your list of priorities for reconstruction. Both of these roads are heavily used, particularly in the 
summer months. Highway 46 is very narrow and hilly, with virtually no shoulders. The road can be particularly 
dangerous when passing vehicles pulling trailers, which are often traveling below the speed limit. Highway 81 has 
intersections for roads to Utica, Volin and Lesterville without dedicated turning lanes. These locations have also suffered 
accidents over the years. In the interest of public safety, both of these roads merit reconstruction. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Craig Kennedy 

Craig Kennedy 
District 18 Senate 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Debra Bodenstedt <dboden@co.yankton.sd.us>
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 10:53 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Yankton County highway projects

Dave, 
First of all, thank you for your tireless work to improve South Dakota roads.  With that in mind, I can't urge you enough 
to include Highway 46 west of Irene and Highway 81 near the Utica turnoff in your new four‐year plan for road 
improvements from 2018‐2021. As you know, there have been dozens of fatal accidents on those two sections of road 
through the years. Widening and regrading of that stretch of Hwy 46, along with extension of slow traffic lanes in that 
section of Hwy 81 will prevent many of the types of accidents that occurred on those roads over the past 50 years. It is 
difficult to understand why both of these projects weren't completed long ago. I don't think there is a more impactful 
highway improvement that can be made in Southeast South Dakota than Highway 46 west of Irene.  School buses are 
forbidden to drive it, and the number of accidents per mile has to be one of the highest in the state.   
 
As one of main north‐south thoroughfares in the state,  Highway 81 is heavily traveled by trucks, and the intersection in 
question has become more of a hazard with the operation of a nearby gravel pit and the associated increase in truck 
traffic. The change in road width approaching that corner coupled with turning trucks is an accident waiting to happen. If 
safety is number one in the eyes of DOT, then both of these projects need to be included in the four‐year plan 2018‐
2021.  I urge you to place both of these projects in the four‐year 2018‐2021 plan.   
 
Debra Bodenstedt 
Yankton County Commissioner 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Voeltz, Dave

Subject: FW: [EXT] Yankton County highway projects

From: Don Kettering [mailto:dpketring@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 03, 2017 6:55 AM 
To: Voeltz, Dave 
Subject: Fwd: [EXT] Yankton County highway projects 
 
 
Dave, I support all of the points that Deb has relayed in her E-mail.  If there is anything that I can do to assist in 
this project I would be pleased to help. 
 
Don 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Debra Bodenstedt <dboden@co.yankton.sd.us> 
Date: Tdave.voeltz@state.sd.us" <dave.voeltz@state.sd.us> 
ue, Aug 1, 2017 at 10:53 PMvoeltz@state 
Subject: Yankton County highway projects 
To: " 
 
Dave, 
First of all, thank you for your tireless work to improve South Dakota roads.  With that in mind, I can't urge you 
enough to include Highway 46 west of Irene and Highway 81 near the Utica turnoff in your new four-year plan 
for road improvements from 2018-2021. As you know, there have been dozens of fatal accidents on those two 
sections of road through the years. Widening and regrading of that stretch of Hwy 46, along with extension of 
slow traffic lanes in that section of Hwy 81 will prevent many of the types of accidents that occurred on those 
roads over the past 50 years. It is difficult to understand why both of these projects weren't completed long ago. 
I don't think there is a more impactful highway improvement that can be made in Southeast South Dakota than 
Highway 46 west of Irene.  School buses are forbidden to drive it, and the number of accidents per mile has to 
be one of the highest in the state. 
 
As one of main north-south thoroughfares in the state,  Highway 81 is heavily traveled by trucks, and the 
intersection in question has become more of a hazard with the operation of a nearby gravel pit and the 
associated increase in truck traffic. The change in road width approaching that corner coupled with turning 
trucks is an accident waiting to happen. If safety is number one in the eyes of DOT, then both of these projects 
need to be included in the four-year plan 2018-2021.  I urge you to place both of these projects in the four-year 
2018-2021 plan. 
 
Debra Bodenstedt 
Yankton County Commissioner 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Voeltz, Dave

To: Voeltz, Dave (Dave.Voeltz@state.sd.us)
Subject: Highway 46 (west of Irene) commentary

From: Brian Hunhoff [mailto:brian@co.yankton.sd.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:11 AM 
To: Voeltz, Dave 
Subject: Highway 46 (west of Irene) commentary 
 
Hi, Dave, 
I am a free‐lance contributing writer for the weekly Yankton County Observer. I understand you inquired about a recent 
commentary I wrote about Highway 46, west of Irene. A copy of the op‐ed is attached for your review. 
For the record, I am one of eight brothers who grew up on a farm a few miles away from the 46/81 intersection. My 
brothers and I have all had harrowing experiences on that road, due mostly to impatient drivers making blind passes on 
a very hilly stretch of highway. I believe a lot of other Yankton County residents have experienced similar white‐knuckle 
moments on that stretch of road. 
I’ve studied dozens of fatal and injury Highway 46 accident reports in old newspapers going back to the 1940s. This is 
not a new problem. These dangerous conditions have been there all along.  
I am hoping, with new funds available from the increased gas tax, this stretch of road can be improved to allow better 
passing opportunities. I imagine such a project would cost more than $2 million per mile, so I would request the DOT act 
to at least improve the eight miles west of Irene to the Mayfield Store. The remaining four miles from the Mayfield Store 
west to the 46/81 intersection are relatively flat, although those shoulders could certainly be widened, too. 
As you will see in the attached article, I have encouraged Observer readers to send you their own stories about Hwy 46 
in hopes you will consider steering its improvement into your 2018‐2021 STIP plan. 
Thanks for your interest, Dave. We appreciate anything you can do to at least get eight of those 12 miles regraded with 
wider shoulders. 
All the best, 
Brian Hunhoff 
1308 W. 17th St. 
Yankton, S.D., 57078 
 
(605) 760‐0078 
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Editorial

How much spilled blood is required?
How many lives need be lost?
How much twisted wreckage?
To make 46 worth the cost?

Those questions came to mind last week after another white-
knuckle moment on the 12 treacherous miles of state Highway 46 
from Irene to U.S. Highway 81.

It was snowing lightly. Our vehicle was sandwiched between a 
mid-size car and an 18-wheeler. We were westbound nearing a hill 
when a sport utility vehicle appeared in the side view mirror.

Traveling upwards of 90 miles per hour, the foolish SUV driver 
tried to go past all three vehicles in a single pass. He was speeding 
uphill in a no passing zone. He/we had no way of knowing if an 
eastbound car would come over the other side of that hill before he 
cleared the semi. It was easy to imagine a high speed five-vehicle 
crash about to occur.

He made it past. The next oncoming car was 15 seconds away. 
He was lucky this time. We all were.

History tells us luck isn’t always good on Highway 46. Just one 
year ago, two people were injured in a four-vehicle crash of a semi 
and three cars. One vehicle was mangled so badly that it’s surpris-
ing no one inside was killed.

Since 2005, an average of 11 motor vehicle accidents per year 
have occurred from Irene to Highway 81. There was a 10-year 
high of 20 accidents in 2007. Since 2008, there have been five 
fatality accidents and six deaths along that stretch.

The 81/46 intersection is the deadliest part of the 12-mile road, 
but our study of accidents from the last six decades revealed at 
least one fatal crash along every mile of Highway 46 from Irene 
west to Highway 81.

They are 12 scenic miles, but multiple hills and valleys create 
blind spots that limit safe passing opportunities. Shoulders barely 
wide enough for a bicycle are too small for slower cars or farm 
machinery to move to the side of the road.

The road itself is two narrow lanes with only a few inches of 
centerline stripe paint to separate massive tractor-trailers and tiny 
sedans barreling toward each other from east and west. 

Several lives have been lost and many injured in vehicles that 
wandered or slid over steep shoulder drop-offs, and rolled into 
deep ravines and creek beds below.

Former state legislator Garry Moore calls it “a terrible stretch of 
road,” adding, “It’s a life safety issue. There’s an accident waiting 
to happen every single hour of the day.”

Ron Peterson, retired engineer for the State Department of 
Transportation, said, “There’s very few opportunities to pass so 
some people do things they shouldn’t – passing on yellow lines 
and speeding to get around vehicles in select locations.”

Highway 46 offers the shortest route to road games and other 
activities, but Yankton School Superintendent Wayne Kindle de-
clared it off limits for his bus drivers in 2014.

State must fix bloody Highway 46

“As most people know, this can be a dangerous road for many 
reasons,” Kindle said. “The value of a student or staff member’s 
life is more important to me than saving a few dollars by taking a 
shorter route when a safer route is available.”

One of the four busiest arteries in Yankton County, Highway 46 
attracts a variety of traffic. Many vehicles exceed the posted 65-
mph speed limit. Traffic congestion gets worse in warm weather 
when it becomes a popular route for trucks hauling grain and live-
stock, pickups pulling boats, campers, etc.  

The road was resurfaced seven years ago, but has not been re-
graded since the early 1950s. Locals have pressed for years to get 
it widened with bigger shoulders and slow traffic lanes in some 
uphill areas. They also want to see regrading that flattens some of 
the hills for better passing opportunities.

State officials sometimes acknowledge problems with the road, 
but their words have not led to action. DOT official Duane Heer-
mann said in 2009, “There is a problem with Highway 46 and we 
know it. It should be done, but we don’t have the funds to do it.”

DOT funding got a big shot in the arm last year when the state’s 
gas tax was increased six cents per gallon for highway projects. 
Unfortunately, the 12 miles west of Irene are once again not in-
cluded in the latest Statewide Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram (STIP) for 2017-2020.

Ironically, another portion of Highway 46 – the 17.5 miles from 
Irene east to Interstate 29 – is scheduled for 2019 widening, re-
grading and resurfacing. The price tag? $28.8 million.

The shoulders are even smaller (two feet wide) from Irene east 
to I-29, but that stretch historically has fewer crashes and fewer 
fatalities than the 12 miles west of Irene.

Our most realistic hope now is to get the 12 miles west of Irene 
included in the four-year plan for 2018-2021.

If this is important to you, tell STIP Coordinator Dave Voeltz. 
His email address is dave.voeltz@state.sd.us. His work phone 
number is (605) 773-3590. Ask Mr. Voeltz to move those 12 miles 
into the four-year plan. Share your own stories about the road with 
him.

Year after year, DOT officials have made excuses and generally 
ignored pleas to make the 12 miles west of Irene safer. They have 
been kicking the can down that hilly highway for far too long. 
Progress is owed on a project long past due.

It’s time for action.

Miles of Silence: This closing septet poem about state Highway 
46 was inspired by and adapted from Paul Simon’s haunting song, 
“The Sound of Silence.”

Hello dark highway, my old friend
I’ve come to cross your path again
12 cold white miles softly sweeping
A trail of torn and broken hearts weeping
Touched by dangers that remain from long ago
They know, but no
12 bloody miles of silence

– By Brian J. Hunhoff

Photo by Larry Nickles

Intersection crash: 65-year-old Calvin Hespe of Yankton 
was killed Oct. 21, 2014 when his pickup (above) collided 
with a stopped semi at the intersection of U.S. Highway 81 
and state Highway 46. 

Highway 46
fatalities since 2008

Fatal accidents have occurred on Highway 46 from Irene 
west to Highway 81 in every decade since the 1930s. Blood 
has stained every mile of the 12-mile road. Since 2008, there 
have been five fatal accidents and six deaths.

* In September 2008, a 16-year-old Sioux Falls girl was 
killed in a two-car crash at the 81/46 intersection. (Four days 
later, DOT officials announced the intersection would be 
changed to a four-way stop.)

* In April 2009, a 29-year-old Irene man was killed in a 
two-vehicle accident six miles west of Irene.

* In January 2011, a 69-year-old Yankton man was killed 
in a two-vehicle crash seven miles west of Irene.

* In February 2014, two Sioux Falls men (ages 28 and 30) 
were killed in a one-vehicle accident two miles west of Irene.

* In October 2014, a 65-year-old Yankton man was killed 
in a two-vehicle crash at the 81/46 intersection.
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Voeltz, Dave

From: rmhauger@midco.net
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 10:18 AM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: Hwy 46

Mr. Voeltz, 
 
This is in regards to future plans for Hwy 46 from Irene, west to Hwy 81. We lived along this highway for 50 years, and 
are very aware of how dangerous it is.  We respectfully suggest some changes. The speed limit could be lowered to 55 
immediately, with  better patrolling. This of course is a minimal cost. Second, if regrading is to be done, it should 
certainly come before the stretch east of Irene. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
R & M Hauger 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Allen Sinclair <sinclair@valyousat.net>
Sent: Thursday, August 03, 2017 10:46 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] HWY 46 

Mr. Voeltz—I am concerned about the dangerous conditions currently being encountered on HWY 46 East of HWY 81 to 
Irene. In the Winter months the hills often become slick and with the narrow lanes very dangerous. In the Summer 
months we see heavy traffic of campers, boats, etc. traveling to Lewis and Clark Lake. It’s very difficult to pass slow 
traffic—resulting in dangerous situations. I would appreciate any efforts to remedy the obvious problems on this section 
of highway. Thank you—Allen Sinclair—Utica, SD. 
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Voeltz, Dave

To: Voeltz, Dave (Dave.Voeltz@state.sd.us)
Subject: Hwy 46 - Irene to Hwy 81

From: Lacey Manas [mailto:llo55@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2017 11:47 AM 
To: Voeltz, Dave 
Subject: Hwy 46 - Irene to Hwy 81 
 
Dave, 
 
As a concerned citizen of Yankton county who travels Hwy 46 frequently I would urge you to "Move 
12 miles west of Irene into the 4-year plan to improve."   
 
Thank you, 
 
Lacey Manas 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Nathan Johnson <ogron@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 11:15 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] STIP Input

Dave, 
 
I would like to offer support to the testimony offered by Rep. Jean Hunhoff and Mike Healy at the July 12 STIP 
meeting in Mitchell. 
In particular, their concerns about the need to regrade and make improvements to Highway 46 between 
Highway 81 and Irene are legitimate.  
I've lived in Yankton for 14 years and spent many of them as a journalist. In that time, I've heard residents 
express again and again the need for changes along that stretch of highway. Our school district no longer 
allows buses to travel that route as a result. Personally, I rarely use that section of Highway 46 because of my 
own perceptions of how unsafe it is. 
Please consider addressing the concerns expressed by Hunhoff and Healy ‐‐ particularly those pertaining to 
Highway 46 ‐‐ in the five‐year STIP.  
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Best, 
Nathan Johnson 
City Commissioner 
City of Yankton 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Todd Woods <twoods@co.yankton.sd.us>
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 1:02 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Hwy 46

Good afternoon Mr. Voeltz,  

I understand that SD Highway 46 from the US Hwy 81 intersection heading east will be upgraded. I want to 
thank you for this project as that road has had many accident and fatalities over the years. As a former Yankton 
County Deputy I responded to many accidents along that road including fatalities.  

I would like to bring to your attention SD Hwy 46 west of the US Hwy 81 intersection and would request strong 
consideration for this stretch of road to be improved up as well.  I am sure there are many projects to consider 
throughout the state and any recommendations to this road is greatly appreciated.  

Thank you. 

Todd B. Woods  
Yankton County Commission Vice-Chairman 
Sent from my iPad - Please excuse typos. 
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Voeltz, Dave

Subject: FW: [EXT] Toll Bridge Yankton, S.D. over Missouri River.
Attachments: DSCF1745.JPG; DSCF1744.JPG; DSCF1748.JPG; DSCF1737.JPG

From: Gary Swensen 
Sent:  Tuesday ,  August   1 ,  2017  8 : 22   PM 
To: kelley.smith@ksfy.com 
Cc: kelley.smith@ksfy.com 
 
 
 
The first two pictures of the Meridian bridge open you can see the little toll booth ..(top) deck. 
There was only toll one way coming into Yankton from Nebraska..one way traffic into Nebraska on the lower 
level. and upper level travel from Nebraska to Yankton.. Dad said it was about .35 toward the end for trucks a 
dime for cars. 
FREE IN 53 was the slogan as in 1953 the bridge loan was paid off.. The toll booth stayed unused for many 
years.. My dad witnessed the very last time it opened on a hot day.. When it went to be closed it had 
expanded and would not go together until after midnight when it was cooler and contracted.  
 
P.S If you look closely you can see men near the counter weight working checking while it is open.. It only 
required a small gas engine and winch to raise the bridge, because the counter weight equaled the bridge 
section. Also some men on the upper raised section working…. 
 
Thank you so much for coming down…… 
Gary  

From: kelley.smith@ksfy.com 
Sent:  Tuesday ,  August   1 ,  2017  12 : 29   PM 
To: Gary Swensen 
 
Gary, 

Are there any other toll roads in SD? Or would these be the first of their kind in the state? 
 

Get Outlook for Android 
 

From: Gary Swensen <g_swensen@msn.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 12:01:12 PM 
To: Smith, Kelley 
Subject: Fw: From Dr. George Fournier  
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Maureen Wegenke <sdatat@sdtownships.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2017 12:05 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave; Bergquist, Darin
Subject: [EXT] Comments

Good Afternoon Gentlemen,  

As you are aware,SDATAT, SDACC and SDLTAP  presented a proposal to the Transportation Commission on 
January 26, 2017, requesting $2 Million per year to upgrade or replace small structures and large culverts on 
Township and County Secondary roads. The Commission rejected the proposal at that time. The proponents 
are working with their memberships to respond to concerns raised by Commission members and intend to 
resubmit the proposal within the next 12 months.  

Thank you for your consideration.    

Jim Puffer  
President, SDATAT  
 
 

Sent by Outlook for Android  
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From: Dan Klimisch
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] hi way input
Date: Monday, July 31, 2017 7:29:49 AM

Mr. Voeltz,
 
I hope that you would consider upgrading US Highway 81 from Yankton to Highway 46 to a four lane
road.  I have heard that in the past that traffic counts have not justified the construction, however I
would recommend that the traffic counts be updated and at least some of the counts be conducted
on a Saturday / weekend in the summer instead of a normal week day. The Lewis and Clark Lake
recreation area is the second most visited tourist attraction in the state, next to the Black Hills. 
There is a tremendous amount of traffic of this road during the weekend that I don’t think the SD
DOT is aware of.  I drive this road every day and from my observations it has more traffic than HW
50, especially on the weekends.  This includes large campers, boats, tractor trailers as well as large
farming equipment.
 
I  also believe that HW 81 is becoming less safe because of its increased traffic and only two lanes.  I
turn on and off of 300 ST. (Yankton County) daily and have had several near miss accidents from
having to come to a compete stop to turn west from HW 81.  Many times there are 6-8 cars and
truck that are stopped behind me while I wait to turn.  Unfortunately, they don’t always stop.  About
one year ago, while turning west I had one truck pass on the left, while another swerved and went
through the ditch on my right at 65 mph.  This is only one of many similar instances that I have heard
from family and friends who travel HW 81 daily.  I believe that it is only a matter of time before
someone is injured or even killed on this heavily traveled road.  
 
I ask that before you make any final decision on road projects that you at least do a weekend traffic
count and consider upgrading HW 81.

Last year there was another major accident yesterday on Highway 81 at the intersection of
301st st. that helps to demonstrate the points that I stated in above.  Highway 81 has seen a
huge surge in traffic and is becoming more and more precarious every day.  I feel that making
Highway 81 a four lane road to the intersection of Highway 46 would significantly mitigate
many of these safety risks.  Thankfully, nobody was killed in this accident and only six people
were taken to the hospital.  I believe that the total could have been much higher and it is only
a matter of time before there is another traffic fatality.    

http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-
390346402.html

UPDATE: Highway 81 north of

mailto:Dave.Voeltz@state.sd.us
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-390346402.html
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-390346402.html
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-390346402.html
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-390346402.html
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Another accident that occurred last year.

http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-
yankton/

 
Thank you

Dan Klimisch

Yankton reopened after crash
www.ksfy.com

YANKTON, S.D. (KSFY) - Highway 81 north of
Yankton has reopened. Original Story:
Highway 81 north of Yankton is closed due to
a crash. Traffic is backed up, and cars ...

Three Killed in Two Vehicle
Accident On Highway 81 North
...
wnax.com

Three people were killed and three others
injured in a two-vehicle crash that occurred
Friday afternoon north of Yankton, S.D. Names
of the six occupants are not ...

http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-yankton/
http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-yankton/
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-390346402.html
http://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Highway-81-north-of-Yankton-closed-after-crash-390346402.html
http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-yankton/
http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-yankton/
http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-yankton/
http://wnax.com/news/180081-three-killed-in-two-vehicle-accident-on-highway-81-north-of-yankton/


Mr. Dave Voeltz 
STIP Coordinator 
SD DOT 
 

August 1, 2017 

Re: Highway 81 

 

Dear Mr. Voeltz, 

I have driven Highway 81 North from Yankton and made the left turn at 304th Street to 
Utica daily since 2003. This corner requires the driver to look carefully in three 
directions; ahead for oncoming traffic, behind for vehicles that want to pass, and to the 
left at a 110 degree angle for traffic coming from Utica entering Hwy 81. This is an 
almost impossible task as there is a curve on Hwy 81 which blocks a view of 
southbound traffic if there is a vehicle ahead of me. To the west is the sharp angle with 
a hill for eastbound vehicles on 304th Street. Most of these vehicles are large trucks with 
gravel or grain. When coming onto Hwy 81, they always come to a full stop when 
turning left (north), but they seldom come to a complete stop when turning south on 
Hwy 81. These trucks are then southbound with oncoming traffic permitted to pass for at 
least 300 feet south of the intersection. This is a VERY dangerous situation, which can 
easily be corrected by having a double solid striping to prevent passing at this 
intersection. This is the exact spot of the 2013 double-fatality accident. The no-passing 
zone marking would allow lives to be saved before the much-needed improvements are 
made to the highway. 

All of my comments are from personal experience as just a few years ago I would have 
been T-boned when the third northbound car behind me decided to pass as I was about 
to turn left (west) to Utica. Luckily, I saw him in my sideview mirror just in time to abort 
the turn until he finished passing me. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas T. Conti 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Loest <loest@valyousat.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 30, 2017 1:35 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Cc: Cheri Loest
Subject: [EXT] HWY 81 & 304th Street, Yankton County

Hello Mr. Voeltz, 
 
I would like to express my concern for the intersection of HWY 81 and 304th Street in Yankton County.  This is the turn‐
off for the town of Utica.  Just this morning, I was heading north on 81 and going to make a westward turn onto 304th 
street.  I had to yield to oncoming traffic and was essentially stopped on the highway.  TWO VEHICLES proceeded to pass 
me on the RIGHT HAND SIDE by using the SHOULDER of the road.  They didn’t even reduce their sped. 
 
Numerous times over the past nine years, I have encountered this scenario.  I have also had people literally pass me on 
the LEFT hand side even though I had my LEFT blinker on.  Fortunately, I had anticipated their asinine behavior and did 
not turn until they were safely past my vehicle. 
 
This is a blind intersection with rolling hills and curving roads.  I have seen many unfamiliar drivers wander into the 
oncoming lane because they were either distracted or simply not paying attention. 
 
I have a 15‐year‐old driver in my household.  I encourage him to take the gravel roads when going to school in 
Yankton.  Yes.  I’m actually telling my son it’s safer to drive on a gravel road than a state highway. 
 
I encourage you to research this stretch of road and place high priority on engineering a safer design and to implement it 
as quickly as possible. 
 
Thank you, 
Cheri Loest, PE 
Utica, South Dakota 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Jeffrey Mueller <jwm.biz@live.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 03, 2017 8:47 AM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] Transportation 4-Year Plan

 
Dear Mr. Voeltz, 
 
I hope this message finds you well, and having an enjoyable week. 
 
First, I wish to thank you and the SD Transportation Commission for keeping our highways maintained, and 
keeping SD safe on the road. 
 
On that matter, I humbly request that you consider adding improvements to Highway 81 near the Utica 
turnoff to your 4 year plan. It is my understanding that this area of road is not on the radar in terms of future 
projects. It is my opinion that this is probably the most dangerous intersection in all of Yankton County.  
 
Myself and many I know and love have had several close calls while trying to make that turn, regardless of 
how carefully we drive.  
 
I will attempt to describe one such encounter in writing: Earlier this year I was driving north in the area where 
the 3 lanes merge into two, right before the turnoff. Two cars were near me while I was in the fast lane, and 
they were driving fast in the slow lane. Not realizing they were not going to slow down as I made it past them, 
I had to turn left onto the Utica Road, and they both cut one another off, and almost hit me as I was turning. 
While I believe I was easily following all traffic laws, one of the individuals seemed to blame me for her 
careless driving. I will never forget how close I was to meeting The Lord a little early that day.  
 
Again, I thank you for all that you do to keep SD safe, and I ask that you please consider extending the 3‐lane 
traffic in this area to continue doing just that.  
 
All the best, 
Jeff Mueller, Pastor 
Restore Church ‐ Yankton 
(605) 660‐9702 
jwm.biz@live.com 
www.restoreyankton.com 

Restore Church - Yankton - RECENT MESSAGE: 

www.restoreyankton.com 

Restore Church: Yankton's Newest Church Plant. Our motto at Restore: Bible Teaching - People Reaching. 
Everything we do revolves around those two principles in a ... 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: ycems <ycems@co.yankton.sd.us>
Sent: Thursday, August 03, 2017 1:16 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: [EXT] US Hwy 81

Good afternoon, 
 
Dave, I am the administrator of Yankton County Emergency Medical Services. I want to encourage the Transportation 
Commission to make US Highway 81 between 303rd and 306th streets part of your next four‐year road improvement 
plan. I can appreciate the South Dakota Department of Transportation’s 2017 mission statement (“Safety for all of South 
Dakota”). I believe the safety of those three miles on Hwy 81 could be improved with longer climbing lanes and lower 
hills near the intersections.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Steve Hawkins, Administrator 
Yankton County EMS 
805 Capitol Street 
Yankton, SD 57078 
Office (605) 668‐9033 
 
“Calls are not an interruption of our day, they are the reason we are here”. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended 
recipient(s) and may contain confidential, proprietary, and/or privileged information protected by law. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or distribute this e‐mail message or its attachments. If you believe you have 
received this e‐mail message in error, please contact the sender by reply e‐mail and telephone immediately and destroy 
all copies of the original message. 
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