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From: bakersd@midco.net
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: 4 lane hi-way west of Aberdeen
Date: Wednesday, December 09, 2015 3:13:43 PM

Mr. Voeltz,

I am writing to request that funding be appropriated for the creation of a 4-lane hi-
way between Aberdeen and Ipswich for safety reasons.  That stretch of hi-way has
a tremendous amount of traffic.  When the hi-way was designed, the amount of
traffic it saw was only a fraction of what it is today.  Today, that hi-way is carrying
students to and from school, wind tower traffic, ethanol plant traffic, manufactured
housing and oil patch traffic, a constant flow of traffic to and from the Missouri river
for camping and fishing, and soon will add traffic to and from the new beef plant in
Aberdeen.  Add to all that traffic, the elderly people who drive to and from Aberdeen
for shopping and medical appointments from Leola, Long Lake, Eureka, Roscoe,
Bowdle, Hosmer, Faulkton, Cresbard and Ipswich, who drive that stretch of road at
50-55mph (which is understandably their comfort level), you have created an
extreme safety issue.  Truckers and other drivers become impatient.  Due to the
curves and hills on this stretch of hi-way it is nearly impossible to pass vehicles that
are going well below the speed limit.  One day last winter on my way from Ipswich
to Aberdeen, I personally counted 57 vehicles in the oncoming lane in the first 5
miles east of Ipswich.  I haven’t been able to find anyone who can/will give me
traffic study numbers between Aberdeen and Ipswich so I can’t know what the
traffic is in a 24 hour period.  I can only relate what I witness as a frequent traveler
on that hi-way.  I am confident that there is equal, if not more, traffic between
Ipswich and Aberdeen than there is between Groton and I-29.

Yesterday along Hi-way 12 from Mina to Ipswich I counted 10 “Why Die” signs and
that does not include the 6 deaths that occurred in the last 6 weeks.  That is only 12
miles with 16 deaths.  How many people have to die on that stretch of road before
the state acts to improve the situation?  I realize turning lanes have been added in
some areas recently but, it doesn't seem to make much difference in the flow of
traffic.

Now, ideally, we would have a 4-lane hi-way all the way from Aberdeen to
Mobridge.  It makes sense for safety and tourism reasons.  I don't know if the traffic
numbers would justify a 4-lane all the way to Mobridge or not.  We have to start
somewhere.  I think starting the process between Aberdeen and Ipswich is an
absolute necessary first step for safety reasons.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  Time is of the essence to save
lives.  I would appreciate hearing from you regarding this matter.

Charlotte Baker
605-426-6103
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From: Behm, Michael
To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: FW: Hwy 12 W of Aberdeen
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2016 4:54:13 PM

 
 

From: Kay Daly [mailto:brandtfm@nvc.net] 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 4:38 PM
To: Behm, Michael
Subject: Hwy 12 W of Aberdeen
 
Was reading the Aberdeen News about what will be done west of Aberdeen on that road.  I noticed
that nothing was said about the shoulder.  Coming back this winter from snowmobiling with a trailer
we had to make an emergency stop and pull off the road on the shoulder in that stretch when the
trailer pin broke.  It was very difficult to do with traffic and trucks speeding by so close.  There was
not enough shoulder to properly pull off a safe distance.
 
Please add this comment to that section of road please.  
 
Kay Daly, Groton, SD
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July 10, 2016 

 
To whom it may concern:  
 
I am writing this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen to a four-lane 
highway.  As a citizen who lives and farms in Edmunds County I make frequent trips to and from Aberdeen for farm  
and personal  business.  From spring until fall of the year I drive semi-trucks on the highway quite frequently to and  
from the field and to the elevators.  
 
Highway 12 sees a great number of vehicles, including cars, pickups, trucks and trailer, semis – both doubles and singles, 
fishermen, hunters, campers with pickups, boats and campers, farm equipment and machinery along with a variety of 
other business vehicles and those like myself coming and going to and from Aberdeen and beyond.   In addition to the 
number of vehicles, we also have an abundance of wildlife to watch for.  Another area that has seen several “near miss” 
crashes is Hwy12 W and 357th Ave just ½ mile west of Ipswich. This corner is where we turn to come to our farm and it 
is just after the 45mph speed limit goes to 65.  Invariably truck traffic as well as others have already hit the 65mph mark 
and are not happy with someone making them slow down for a signaled left hand turn from Hwy. 12 after they have just 
gotten their speed up to 65 mph or close to 65mph. On more than one occasion there has been traffic that has passed 
on the right hand side rather than waiting for me to make that left hand turn to go south to my home.  
 
I feel STONGLY that at least with a four-lane Highway west of Aberdeen we might have a chance to survive a crash.   
 
As taxpayer in the state of South Dakota, a resident of Edmunds County, registered voter and driver on Highway 12  
I am in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen.   I urge your STONG SUPPORT in any 
way to bring about the expansion of Highway 12 west of Aberdeen.  
 
Please feel free to contact me at the number below if you have any questions .    
 
 
Sincerely, 

Lester Forkel 
Lester Forkel 
13453 357th Ave 
Ipswich SD  57451-6301 
(605) 426-6987 



 

July 10, 2016 

To whom it may concern:  
 
I am writing this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen to a four-lane 
Highway.  As a citizen who lives in Edmunds County and works in Brown County I am a 4 to 5 day a week minimum 
traveler on Highway 12.  I make this trip twice a day going to and coming from work in Aberdeen at Avera St. Luke’s 
Hospital.  My husband and I farm just outside of Ipswich and he is also a frequent traveler on this stretch of road.  My 
sister and I car-pool to Aberdeen and back four days a week to Aberdeen and I have to tell you there is a TON OF 
TRAFFIC on this road!  Not that this should be a surprise, but with as many fatalities as we have experienced just this fall 
alone it makes one wonder every day you leave the house if you will be coming home again that night or not. 
 
There are a variety of vehicles, including cars, pickups, trucks and trailer, semis – both doubles and singles, fishermen, 
hunters, campers with pickups, boats and campers, farm equipment and machinery along with a variety of other 
business vehicles and those like myself coming and going to and from Aberdeen and beyond.  In addition to the drivers 
of all these vehicles and more, we also have wildlife to be on the watch for.  There are many deer between Ipswich and 
Aberdeen. Another area that has seen several “near miss” crashes is Hwy12 W and 357th Ave just ½ mile west of 
Ipswich. This corner is where we turn to come to our farm and it is just after the 45mph speed limit goes to 65.  
Invariably truck traffic as well as others have already hit the 65mph mark and are not happy with someone making them 
slow down for a signaled left hand turn from Hwy. 12 after they have just gotten their speed up to 65 mph or close to 
65mph. On more than one occasion there has been traffic that has passed on the right hand side rather than waiting for 
me to make that left hand turn to go south to my home.  
 
Why and how so many people have been killed on this road we will never know.  Do I feel safe on this road? – NO!  Am I 
a cautious and observant driver, yes I am. Does this somehow protect me from harm? That answer is unfortunately, NO, 
it does not.  Is there a solution to this situation?  I believe there is. I STONGLY believe that a four-lane Highway west of 
Aberdeen would give all of traveling this road a “fighting chance”.  It might help to increase the odds that we feel like 
when we leave our homes we might make it back home in one piece.  Should we have to live our lives in fear each day 
driving this particular stretch of Highway?  That answer is simple, NO we should not!  
 
As a taxpayer in this state of South Dakota, a resident of Edmunds County, registered voter and driver of this Highway, I 
am in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen.  I urge your STONG SUPPORT of any 
endeavor that may make this expansion a reality! 
 
Please feel free if you have any questions, to contact me at the address or phone listed below.  If there is anything 
further I can to do to assist in this effort, don’t hesitate to contact me.  My home information is listed below.   
 
Sincerely, 

Colleen Forkel 
Colleen Forkel 
13453 357th Ave 
Ipswich SD  57451-6301 
(605) 426-6987 
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Voeltz, Dave

From: Pat Larman <ron_patlarman@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 4:14 PM
To: Voeltz, Dave; Bergquist, Darin; Jundt, Joel
Subject: TENTATIVE 2017-2020 SDDOT STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM  (STIP)

 
August 26, 2016 
 
 
I'm writing in regards to Highway 12 between Ipswich and 5 miles West of Aberdeen. 
 
There are some concerns that I have regarding that of road.   
1.  There should be turn lanes put in for all the grain elevators, especially the one by the Craven Road.  The 
trucks cannot turn without going into the left lane which causes people passing in the left turning lane to get 
around the truckers.  The County Road that they turn onto is not wide enough for them to complete the turn 
without going into the left lane. 
 
2.  If a four lane cannot be done between Aberdeen and Ipswich then there needs to be a few passing areas 
put in.  If you have a person driving 50‐55 and the flow of traffic is doing 65 (speed limit)you then have a large 
backup of traffic or people trying to pass 3‐4 cars at a time.  Then you also have the people passing in the No 
passing zone (solid yellow lines) with cars coming from the other direction.  Then you also have the people 
crossing the center line constantly to see if they can get around the cars in front of them.  Ideally a four lane 
highway would be the answer to a lot of the problems.  I feel that we have out grown the two lane highway by 
the increased amount of traffic, especially the truck traffic.  There are more large grain trucks and cattle trucks 
that are traveling on that stretch of the road.  Regular semi's might not be so bad, but you have these trucks 
that are pulling pups behind or even larger trailers. 
 
3.  I am a school bus driver for the Ipswich School District and have to try and cross Highway 12 at the Highway 
45 junction.  There are some days when I have to sit for 3‐5 minutes before being able to get across the 
intersection going North onto County Road 13.    I feel that a stop light should be placed at that intersection.  It 
would also help slow some of the traffic down.  Some of the truckers that go through town are doing more 
than 30 mph.  Even if the street light was one of those that would change when someone is sitting on County 
Road 13 or Highway 45 to get across would be great.  I don't feel comfortable try to "zip" across the road with 
children in the bus that I am responsible for.   
 
These are just a couple of my concerns.  The accidents and deaths have increased over the past few years and 
something needs to be done about it.  I know all accidents are considered as human error but a wider road 
would eliminate some of the problems. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patricia Larman 
221 8th St. 
Ipswich, SD 57451 
605‐426‐6139 



WRITTEN TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING THE TENTATIVE 2017-2020 SDDOT STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM (STIP) 

 

I am requesting that the SDDOT add funding for the continuation of the 4-lane hi-way between 
Aberdeen and Ipswich.  The volume and type of traffic that flows on that stretch of hi-way surely 
warrants this.  The truck traffic has increased due to all of the agricultural plants along that hi-way.  I 
have attended the SDDOT meetings in Ipswich and Aberdeen this summer.  I continue to hear that the 
safety concerns regarding all the fatalities over the last 6 years really has nothing to do with the road 
itself.  My concern is being able to travel that road safely.  I cannot do anything about whatever issues 
the oncoming driver is having, whether it is impaired driving, distracted driving, having medical 
problems or overdriving road conditions.  My concern is to be able to get to and from Aberdeen safely.  
From listening to the comments being made by the SDDOT at the area meetings, my conclusion is that 
only a 4-lane hi-way can help to ensure that I at least don’t have to worry about crossover traffic hitting 
me in a head-on collision.  I understand that rumble strips are being added as a temporary solution.  I 
applaud the SDDOT for responding with that much.  I do not believe that is the long term answer. 

 

Thank you. 

Charlotte Baker        July 30, 2016 

PO Box 235 

Ipswich, SD 

605-426-6103 

bakersd@midco.net 
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