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From: bakersd@midco.net

To: Voeltz, Dave

Subject: 4 lane hi-way west of Aberdeen

Date: Wednesday, December 09, 2015 3:13:43 PM
Mr. Voeltz,

I am writing to request that funding be appropriated for the creation of a 4-lane hi-
way between Aberdeen and Ipswich for safety reasons. That stretch of hi-way has
a tremendous amount of traffic. When the hi-way was designed, the amount of
traffic it saw was only a fraction of what it is today. Today, that hi-way is carrying
students to and from school, wind tower traffic, ethanol plant traffic, manufactured
housing and oil patch traffic, a constant flow of traffic to and from the Missouri river
for camping and fishing, and soon will add traffic to and from the new beef plant in
Aberdeen. Add to all that traffic, the elderly people who drive to and from Aberdeen
for shopping and medical appointments from Leola, Long Lake, Eureka, Roscoe,
Bowdle, Hosmer, Faulkton, Cresbard and Ipswich, who drive that stretch of road at
50-55mph (which is understandably their comfort level), you have created an
extreme safety issue. Truckers and other drivers become impatient. Due to the
curves and hills on this stretch of hi-way it is nearly impossible to pass vehicles that
are going well below the speed limit. One day last winter on my way from Ipswich
to Aberdeen, | personally counted 57 vehicles in the oncoming lane in the first 5
miles east of Ipswich. | haven't been able to find anyone who can/will give me
traffic study numbers between Aberdeen and Ipswich so I can’t know what the
traffic is in a 24 hour period. | can only relate what | witness as a frequent traveler
on that hi-way. | am confident that there is equal, if not more, traffic between
Ipswich and Aberdeen than there is between Groton and 1-29.

Yesterday along Hi-way 12 from Mina to Ipswich I counted 10 “Why Die” signs and
that does not include the 6 deaths that occurred in the last 6 weeks. That is only 12
miles with 16 deaths. How many people have to die on that stretch of road before
the state acts to improve the situation? | realize turning lanes have been added in
some areas recently but, it doesn't seem to make much difference in the flow of
traffic.

Now, ideally, we would have a 4-lane hi-way all the way from Aberdeen to
Mobridge. It makes sense for safety and tourism reasons. | don't know if the traffic
numbers would justify a 4-lane all the way to Mobridge or not. We have to start
somewhere. | think starting the process between Aberdeen and Ipswich is an
absolute necessary first step for safety reasons.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Time is of the essence to save
lives. | would appreciate hearing from you regarding this matter.

Charlotte Baker
605-426-6103
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Ipswich Public Schools
PO Box 306 REGENED
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December 10, 2015.

Darin Bergquist

Secretafy of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am an Ipswich high schooler that travels the section of Highway 12 between Mina and [pswich every day. |
not only have encountered some scary occurrences, but have also had many family and friends come upon
difficult situations. The occurrences happened from error of another driver which are very hard to avoid with
minimum space and several other drivers around you. Mistakes happen all the time but on Highway 12 there
is not room for error with the added amount of traffic, grain terminals, and vehicles exiting and entering the

roadway.

I am one hundred percent for a four lane highway from Aberdeen to Ipswich. | know the talk has been about
being from Aberdeen to Mobridge but personally { do not see that as necessary at this time. The most deadly
accidents, or just accidents to begin with happen within the stretch from Aberdeen to Ipswich. Yes, these
additional lanes will cost a lot of money. But how many lives can we continue to take with the increased
amount of traffic on this road?

There are four major grain terminals, three of which added in recent years, being Cargili, Glacial Lakes Energy
and the Sylte bin site, all of which border this section of Highway 12. Plus two more between Roscoe and
Bowdle. These aren’t just normal sized cars, these are fully loaded semi-trailers traveling at full speed and
sometimes pulling an additional loaded trailer. The truck traffic is every day, it is not only around harvesting
time. The semi-trailers that are entering the highway are not entering at 65 miles per hour. This is also
another hazard that causes a lot of traffic error. Just today a car pulled out in front of a semi that was going
at full speed. The semi swerved out of the way and put other travelers at risk. Granted this was a mistake of
the driver who pulled out in front of the semi but either way errors cannot be made on this highway due to
lack of room and a large amount of traffic. The area between Aberdeen and Ipswich is a very farm oriented
area. Along with the semis there is also the addition of tractors and slow moving vehicles that causes buildup
of traffic, also decreasing the room for error. There is a gas station being added to the Mina area which is a
very common spots for accidents already. This will also add to more vehicles entering and exiting the highway
which will add an increase in the amount of errors that may happen, also leading to more accidents.



Darin Bergquist
December 10, 2015
Page 2

A change to the curves near Andover has also been brought up. The two accidents that have happened in that
last two years have involved alcohol. The several accidents near Ipswich and Mina have not involved any

alcohoi.

Many peopie may argue that many teenagers make the commute to Ipswich, and that their careless driving is
the reason for that accidents. The people involved in these accidents were older than 20.

Accidents that continue to happen affect not only the families but also the friends and éurrounding
communitfes. | have not had a family member involved in one of the accidents on Highway 12 but | know the
hurt and sorrow that may come from a deadly accident. My uncle was killed in an accident 30 years ago and
my family remembers that day like it was yesterday. | have two younger brothers, a mom, a dad,
grandparents and many friends and family that travel Highway 12 every day. |, just like any other human
being would be devastated if anything happened to one of my close friends or family.

There are many great reasons as to why the highway should be changed. Money will always be an issue but
when it comes down to it, it's either money or several lives being taken. We need to make the obvious

decision here.

On my way home | turn off Highway 12 onte Nesbitt Drive of Mina Lake. My turn off is also a very dangerous
spot. The new gas station is now placed there which will also add a large amount of traffic in that area. There
is a short side lane that is focated near my turn that is used for passing cars. Not many cars are aware that is
what the lane is for. There is also no sign there to let drivers know that that lane is used for passing. This
could result in a rear-ended vehicle especially when cars are coming down off of the over pass.

The recent changes to Highway 12 haven’t made encugh changes. The turning lanes are not near long encugh
for the semi-trailers to turn, iet alone a car. Also the turning lanes that have been added are being illegally

used for passing lanes to pass slower cars.

In a recent Aberdeen American News article it stated that the road from Groton to Interstate 29 is a four lane
and that their traffic count is under 5,000. Also the area Groton to Webster has a traffic count of 2,960 to
3,220 vehicles per day. The area between Aberdeen to Ipswich is not listed on the website. As you can see
before the survey has been taken Edmunds Country is already getting the short end of the stick. | would just
like to know why the traffic count has to be 8,000 now instead of 5,000?

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Chelsea Weig
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Friday December 11, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Mr. Bergquist:

Over the past six years, there have been at least fourteen people injured in a crash each year on U.S.
Highway 12. Over that time, there also have been ten fatal crashes. Of thase accidents, five of them were in the
same area. The stretch of road between Mina and Ipswich. Now, each crash had its own circumstances and they
weren’t in exactly the same spot, but all of these fatal crashes were in the same area and that should be looked

into.

I'think that an improvement to this road is necessary. That road is frequently used by cars driving through
and by semi-trucks hauling to the Glacial Lakes Energy plant one mile west of Mina. That road is also used almost
every day by students who go to my school. It is used very much each day so some kind of improvement to prevent
more crashes would benefit many people in the area and those who are just traveling through.

A possible solution to this problem would be widening the shoulders of the road. All five of the fatal
accidents in this area of the highway were caused by someone crossing the center lane. A wider shoulder would
give more room for the other driver to evade before having to go into the ditch to avoid colliding.

Perhaps lowering the speed limit on-the overpass near Mina would help too. Lowering the speed limit
would make traveling on it safer, and it would keep drivers going slow until they got past most of the places people
turn off at to get to Mina Lake. Also, drivers would be going slower when they got to the Glacial Lakes Energy plant
where semi-trucks would be turning at. This might give drivers of semis and cars time to see each other and react

to the other driver.

Please consider evaluating this stretch of U.S. Highway 12 and making some improvement to this road.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Pond
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215 3™ Street
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Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

5D Department of Transportation

Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

Over the years, there have been numerous accidents on U.S. Highway 12. However, as of lately, there has
been an extreme amount of fatalities on the U.S. Highway stretch between Ipswich and Aberdeen, South
Dakota. Unfortunately, a highway with long time safety concerns is now being brought to light with the
recent extremities.

| feel that the biggest safety issue on U.S. Highway 12 is the amount of traffic. On the highway between

Ipswich and Aberdeen, there are two ethanol plants and four grain elevators. This accounts for much of the
traffic, as well as multiple semis and other large vehicles on the road. Large vehicles often travel below the
speed limit. On a two-lane highway, this leads to much more passing. Doing so on a highway with excessive

amounts of traffic is very unsafe,

As a solution, I feel that a four-lane highway would be most beneficiai to drivers on U.S. Highway 12. It would
reduce the back up of traffic due to large and slow moving vehicles. It would also allow cars to pass more
safely, and separate the large amounts of traffic with a median.

In conclusion, the safety of drivers along U.S. Highway 12 would be greatly benefited with a four-lane
highway. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Macy Heinz
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Riley Gilbert

101 Rays Lane
Ipswich, SD 57451
605-252-0930

RG3281@k12.5d ETAT -
@k12.sd.us TBANSP v

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

South Dakota Department of Transportation
700 E Broadway Avenue :
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Mr. Bergquist,

Hello my name is Rifey Gilbert. | am 17 years old and | am a junior at Ipswich High School. I am
writing to you about US Highway 12 from the stretch of Mobridge to Aberdeen. | would first like to express
my discontent regarding the recent crashes by Mina. Aberdeen is a big part of our little town of Ipswich. |
know this because, my family attends church almost every Sunday in Aberdeen. My friends and | love to go to
Aberdeen to view a movie or hang out. Many people from Ipswich commute to Aberdeen for work and many
other things. Aberdeen is a very big part of our little community. | think something needs tc be done, before
more car crashes happen and more people are killed.

I think the 4 lane highway is a great idea to ponder on for the future. We all know that this will take
many of years to complete, but | think that it at least needs to be considered, You may argue that it is too
much money, but this is only factor until something happens to somebody you hold closely and dear. You
may nct think that the 4 lane highway may not be the best option, but something needs ta be dane.

You know that we are all human and that we will do dumb things. You know that sooner or later,
human errar will claim more lives on this highway. Something needs to be done before another live is
claimed, maybe even my own. Yes the highway would cost a lot of money, but human safety should be your
number one pricrity. If money plays a bigger role than the life of a human being you share this live with, then
you may need to re-evaluate your decision. Many people are tired of hearing about fatal crashes that happen
along US Highway 12. Not to menticn the injury crashes that have happened and that have been very close to
claiming lives.

I hope that with all of the concern about this that you at least consider something. Please do
something before this highway claims more lives, and more people are upset that samething is not being
done. Please consider all of the factors, but | hope the largest factor is the lives that this highway is taking. |
pray that you will do your job to protect the people of the wonderful state of South Dakota. | pray that you
will see that even though this might be very caostly, that it will help out the people of Ipswich. Our community
shares a very good band, We hate hearing about another live being taken by such a brutal way.



Darin Bergquist
December 10, 2015
Page 2

I will leave you with this. Please consider the 4 lane highway. Please consider at least improving the
highway a little bit. Please do something to protect the people around our area. Before it is too late and
more lives are clfaimed. Lives that are important to our community. Lives that are dear to us.

Sincerely,

Riley Gilbert



Andrew Fuhrmann
PO Box 306
Ipswich SD 57471
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

My name is Andrew I'm 16 years old and I've lived on the same farm right off of US highway twelve around
Roscoe SD. Every school day | travel to Ipswich to go to school, and not just school trips but | also do errands
for our farm. I’'m concerned for the safety of travelers on highway twelve, some days especially during the
busy times of the year such as harvest or planting time. Basically I'm suggesting that more safety features .
need to be applied on the road. Whether it be a 4 lane, rumble strips or wider shoulders. Obviously lives have
been lost and [ think it would be in the best interest to try to stop these accidents. Please look into it.

Andrew Fuhrmann



Tanner Moare

Ipswich Public School P.O Box 306
Ipswich, SD 57451

605-377-4403
Tannermoore.132@gmail.com
December 11, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 700 E. Broadway Ave
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am writing you because our English teacher is requiring us to make you a letter stating how we feel about
the whole highway 12 situation, honestly | think the setup we have right now is absolutely fine and works for
me, the only suggestion | would | have to throw out would be to put a minimum speed [imit up of at least 50
or 55 to encourage people to stay focused on the road and keep about the speed limit, after all the driving
I’'ve done pecpie driving too slow have been the biggest problem starters. The reason they are the problem is
because after a long day of work people coming home don’t want to horse around and go 40-45 in a 65 so
they get impatient and they pass the car recklessly and around 5- 5:30 when people are driving home
especially in the winter time 1t is dark and not everyone has their lights on yet and that could cause an
accident, but like | said before if nothing changes and stays the way it is | won’t be upset.

Sincerely,

Tanner Maoogre
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December 10, 2015 pOR

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am a long-time resident of our city, and | am writing to express my concern about recent discussion and the
pending decision to make Highway 45 into a four lane highway. I understand that the decision is being
considered to enable street widening that will accommaodate increasingly heavier traffic.

However, | do not believe that the benefits of widening Highway 12 for more traffic. It would seem that
widening our roads would stop more crashes from happening, but however a four-lane highway would be
more than capabie of dealing with traffic with about 8,000. However, considering that from Groton to
Aberdeen has a four-lane, but has less traffic than we do over here around Ipswich and Mina. Traffic, on
Highway 45 can be dangerous, considering some people use the turning lanes as passing lanes, this could be
stopped by people using another lane, that we could gain with the building of a four-lane.

{ understand that the building of a four-tane would take a lot of money and time, especially since the money
that would be used would be coming from the Federal Government.

| am expressing my concern because recently ! had lost a friend and co-worker that was once a very close
acquaintance of mine. The loss wasn’t as bad for me but for some people | know it was very hard. | also drive
on the highway and sometimes some of the drivers get angry and sometimes drive reckless. | find this
annoying and don’t fee! safe sometimes while I’'m driving.

I am looking forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Bryce Charlton



Max Maldonado REGE‘VED

Ipswich Public School

PO Box 306 DEC 14 205
Ipswich, SD 57451 OF
Nofatchx19@ yahoo.com TgEﬁgESARBfX\TlON

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 East Broadway Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I don’t think that having a four lane highway is going to change anything. You could
think about adding rumble strips to the center line to warn drivers when they are crossing the
center line. There is a lot of properties between Ipswich and Aberdeen that are right next to
the highway. Adding more lanes is not going to stop deer from crossing it. I drive on that
highway nearly every day. At certain times of the day, the highway does tend to get a little
bit busy, but nothing to serious. A two lane highway can support up to 8,000 vehicles per
day. We only get about roughly one to two thousand vehicles per day. I think that people
should just learn to drive more safely rather than being in a rush all the time. We get a lot of
truck traffic around here with the Ethanol Plant and Farmers Elevator. It will cost too much
time and money to turn it into a four lane highway. All of the fatal accidents that have
happened since 2010 have been mostly people over the age of 40. I think that us teens are not
the high risk drivers. A senior citizen is more likely than a younger driver to be at fault in an
accident in which they are involved. Thank you and I hope that you consider.

Sincerely,

Max Maldonado
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December 11, 2015

“am

Darin bergquist

Secretary of transportation

SD department of transportation

Becker- Hansen Building 700 E. Broadway Ave
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin bergquist:

Highway 12 has a lot of traffic but | do not agree with the four lane because if people would just pay
attention this head on accidence wouldn’t happen. Driving should not be a game it should be serous. This
crashes have opened many peoples eyes including my dad who drives the highway every day. Some people
blame it on the big truck and tractors but | don’t think that has anything to do with it. It is because people are
to busy on there phones. If anything is to be done it is to put a rumble strip in the middle. That will help with
crossing the center line.

Sincerely, Tanner Anglin



Haylee Kilber
Ipswich Public Schools
PO Box 306 RECEIVED

Ipswich, SD 57451 DEC 14 201

hk3233@k12.sd.us
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Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transporation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, 5D 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am writing to you as a cancerned individual from Ipswich, South Dakota about Highway US-12. Talk about
the highway needing a revamp has been a large topic of discussion in Edmunds and Brown County. As a
student at Ipswich High School | have many friends/classmates that travel US-12 every day to school and
back. Currently the highway is a very hazardous road to travel. With increased traffic within the last five years
due to Glacial Lakes Energy, The North Central Farmers Elevator Craven terminal, Sylte’s Grain terminal, and
the Sun Terminal there is a ton of heavy duty equipment and semis that travel the road daily. it is frustrating
as a community member to hear that the state has no statistics from this year about how many people even
travel on Highway US-12 that runs right through the town of Ipswich. | want to encourage you to evaluate
different options to improve the safety and traffic flow up and down Highway 12. The death toll is already
too high. | see the pain of having had friends iose family members and seeing the samber fook on my dad’s
face after returning home from responding to the accident calls. Please make a sincere effort to improve the

situation on highway 12.

Sincerely,
A,




Chase Wagner

December 10, 2015 HECEIVED

DEC 14 2015

SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

5D Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 700E Broadway Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501 :

Dear Darin Bergqguist:

Being someone that drives Highway 12 multipie times a week, | must say | am terrified to drive the
road. | have lost friends that were making the drive from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | don't agree with peaple that
the highway needs to be a four lane, | believe it will cost too much time and money to do. | do however think
that their needs to be something done to the road, whether its rumble strips in the center of the highway or
the road being wider. | deeply hope you will consider doing something to help make this highway safer.

Sincerely,

Chase Wagner



RECEIVED

Jacob Charlton DEC 14 2015
508 Alma Ave

i ) RETARY OF
Ipswich, 57451 TFS{Eg SPORTATION
6052528068

Jacobcharlton1998@gmail.com
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of transportation

SD Department of Transportation
700 E Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

Hello my name is Jacob Charlton and I live in Ipswich South Dakota. My parents and
my brothers drive the long road from Mobridge to Aberdeen. There has been a lot of recent
accidents on Highway 12 near the Mina and Aberdeen area. I have lost my old boss from the
Wakeside Bar and Grill restaurant in Mina. I really liked him, His name was Chris McCoy
and he was a friend.

I’m a High school student and wish for these things to stop happening. I haven’t
gotten my license yet but when I do I would like to know that I am safe when I drive to and

from my house or my girlfriend’s house.

Sincerely, Jacob Charlton
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RECEIVED

Kaylee Braun DEC 14 2015
13571 368™ Avenue CRETARY OF
Mina 8D, 57451 TSENSPORTAT'ON

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre SD, 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist.

[ am Kaylee Braun, and this letter is written with the hope of change. I understand
that you have been receiving many letters and emails about the current situation of Highway
12 between Ipswich and Aberdeen. I live on a farm between these two towns and have seen
my fair share of crashes. The latest crash resulting in the death of three happened right at the
turn off on my country road. I understand this may not seem like a big deal to you since it
isn’t currently affecting you. By a quick glance, it may seem like there isn’t a lot of traffic.
The thing is Mr. Bergquist, the accidents don’t usually happen when there is an overload of
cars. It happens on the long stretches when you think you are the only one on the road, and
take your eyes off for a second. It happens to the people who believe the small shoulders
make an acceptable passing lane. I'm writing this letter, not only for the others who have lost
loved ones, but because I have lost a loved one on the same highway I drive every day. This
same stretch of highway, in less than three miles, that has taken nine lives. It’s a funny thing,
since highways can’t cause a crash, but it’s the lack of safety measures taken to ensure that
crashes will not happen. Between the years 2011 and 2015, there have been fifteen deaths. I
believe it is time for a change. I'm not asking for your department to install a large four lane
road that will take a long time to finish and back up traffic. I am asking for a few measures to
be taken such as larger shoulders and rumble strips in the center to allow more room for
driver error.

The changes that are needed aren’t only for the people that have died, but the
ones that have been injured as well. Between Mobridge and Aberdeen, one hundred and six
people have been injured. I know that you cannot protect everyone, but by implementing
some safety measures, we can sure (ry.



Darin Bergquist
December 10, 2015
Page 2

I would like to thank you as well. I am thanking you because you are an important
part of keeping South Dakota running and have the ability to ensure it runs smoothly. It’s not
every day you get the power to change the future for others.

Sincerely,

Kaylee Braun



RECEIVED
Dylan McQuarie

Ipswich Public Schools DEC i & 2015

Ipswich, SD 57451 ' SECRETARY
1-605-377-3315 THANSPOHTAT?SN

DM3715@k12.sd.us
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am a resident of the city of Mina, and | am writing to express my mind about Highway 12 and the four lane
highway. I’'m mostly against this idea mostly because it would take a lot of money and time. Also how is the
company supposed to make a four lane highway over the Mina Bridge? And my step father works at the
Glacier Lakes ethanol plant. That involves him having to find another job until they either replace it or put it
somewhere else. | will agree there has been more traffic on this highway but | drive it almost every day and |
have been in some scary positions. | still believe that if you drive safely and pay attention to the road than
you’ll be fine. Maybe we could add some [anes for where semis can catch up to speed and then join the main

lane. That may help a little bit.
I am looking forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Dylan McQuarie



RECEIVED
DEC 14 2083

Garytt Tostenscn
Ipswich Public Schools PO Box 306 SECREE%%&%EN
Ipswich SD 57451 TRANSP

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

5D Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 7000 E. Broadway Ave.
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| haven’t lived around here for very long. It has only been about for years, but that has been plenty of time
for me to figure out that something needs to be changed. There have been toc many accidents and deaths on

highway twelve,

Sincerely,

Garytt Tostenson



Rachel Henderson RECE‘VED

Ipswich Public Schools
PO Box 306

Ipswich, SD 57451
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD S7501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am writing to express my concern for the amount of fatal crashes that have happened between Mobridge
and Aberdeen. Something needs to be changed and here are a few suggestions. There has been a lot of talk
about a four-lane divided highway and I think that would help cut down on the amount of crashes. Another
suggestion would be to widen the shoulders along the highway. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Bockod Fendptor—

Rachel Henderson



Dear, Darin Bergquist

There has been a lot of talk about highway 12. There have been a lot of incidents some
fatal and hundreds non-fatal. Some have been suggesting that the highway is to be
widened to a four lane instead of a 2 lane. This will not take only more than 10 years to
complete from Aberdeen to Mobridge, but will also cost hundreds of millions of dollars.
The highway in my opinion has very little to do with the accidents. The crashes another
wards have little to do with the highway and a lot to do with the driver. Many of the
hundreds of incidents actually had drunk drivers included, so | do not believe that we
need to spend the time nor money to widen the highway just drive more cautiously and
sober.

Sincerely: Kevin Larson

RECEIVED

DEC 14 2003

CRETARY OF
TSENSPORT AR



December 9, 2015 L
RECEIVER

BEL 14 105

To whom it may concern; SECHETABY
TRANSFORT ATt

I am writing in reference to all the fatal accidents that have occurred on highway 12 between Aberdeen
and Ipswich. Something has to be done with this highway before there are more fatalities. The amount
of traffic has increased greatly with the addition of the ethanol plant just west of Mina.

The road either needs to be widen or there needs to be a four lane highway constructed.
Thank you for your consideration in this.
Concerned Edmunds County citizen,

Calye: Bz

Carolyn Burgod



Michelle Sihrer

PO Box 306

Ipswich SD 57451

605-426-6571 ) .
Michelle.Sihrer@k12.sd.us RECE’VEB

December 11, 2015 DEC 1 4 2@45

SEC
Darin Bergquist TRANSBF%J%?ET?(?
Secretary of Transportation N
S.D. Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building
700 E. Broadway Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

i am the English language arts teacher at Ipswich High School. I live in Aberdeen, and | drive on Highway 12
every day to get to school. There have been many crashes, some fatal on this stretch of road. Something
needs to be done to improve the safety of this road.

Recently, three people died in a car crash not far from [pswich. In the past year, there have been six fatalities
on this stretch of road. All of these crashes have one thing in common: a vehicle crossed the center line
causing a head-on collision. If this road were four lanes instead of two lanes, those crashes would not have
happened. How many more crashes will result in fatalities on this road? If by improving this road, we prevent
just one death, doesn’t that make the expense worth it?

My family, who lives in Aberdeen, is so concerned for my safety on this road that every day | have to call
them when | get to school and when | get home to iet them know nothing happened. Every student who uses
that road, every staff member who uses that road every day has someone at home worried about him or her.
Life is too precious to not do anything about what is an obvious safety hazard.

Students at Ipswich High School recently saw a presentation from the S.D. Highway Patrol and the Edmunds
County Sheriff’s Office about driving safely. At the presentation, students asked about making Highway 12
safer, and decided that they wanted to send letters to ask for changes. Every student in my classes had the
opportunity to write a letter, and so did staff members. Enclosed in this envelope is the respanses | received.
Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Michelle Sihrer



RECEIVEp,

DEC
12-14-2015 . ,_:?ECF?E; :;3150
Secretary Darin Bergquist, ANSP ORTATI gN

In the interest of public safety, we are asking that you consider a 4 lane, divided highway
on US Highway 12, from the divided west of Aberdeen to highway 45 south in Ipswich. It
would be nice if it could go all the way to Mobridge!

This has become a very dangerous road!

When you leave the divide road west of Aberdeen the first thing you come to is the
Continental Grain terminal. The next bad turn is Nesbitt Dr. to Mina lake. Next is the
overpass. At the west end of the overpass is another turn to Mina Lake on 371% Ave .This
has a turning lane which is used by many to pass the traffic on the highway. A mile west
of there on 370 Ave is the Glacial Lakes Energy Plant. Our next bad turn is the Farmers
Elevator at Craven Corner on 363™ ave. Next is the Farmers Elevator Sun Terminal. This
is located between 361° Ave.and 362%¢ Ave. From there we come to the Glacial Lakes
Terminal located at Sytle Farms near 360™ Ave. There is also traffic onto highway 12
from highway 45 north.

A lot of truck traffic then comes into Ipswich on Highway 45 from the south. They either
go west on highway 12 to the two large terminals at Roscoe or Bowdle, or east on
highway 12 to the a fore mentioned terminals.

The traffic in the past was small farm trucks. Now must farmers have semi’s and many
pull pups.

We requested that something be done about the turn to Craven Elevator about 5 years ago.
We asked if they could at least move the signs on the west corner of 363" Ave. a liftle bit
south so the trucks don’t have to move into the north highway 12 lane to make the corner.
“No problem, we can do that” the state highway man in the Aberdeen office said. It has
never been done!

This highway has been a major concern of ours for a long time. Way too many people
have been killed on this road and the traffic just keeps getting more all the time.

In the interest of safety, we need your help and are asking for it!
Concerned Citizens,

Loren and Sophie Leitzke
KAt



December 3, 2015

SD Dept. of Transportation
700 E. Broadway Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Sirs:

I'm responding to an Aberdeen American News article in regards to
highway 12.

| live in Ipswich and can't believe how the traffic has grown from here to
Aberdeen. I's so bad sometimes you can't even pass. We have 4 elevators and
an Ethanol Plant on this highway. Because of that, we have had many fatalities

and accidents. That is sad!!
It's time you do something about this and build all of us a 4 lane highway,

so we can feel safe traveling. We are concerned citizens of Ipswich and
Edmunds County.

Sincerely,

CC:

Governor Daugaard
Senator John Thune
Representative Kristi Noem
Senator Mike Rounds

RECEIVED
DEC 07 2085

SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION
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DEC 14 20

Dylan Northrop SECHETA%Y O

THA oy ’a.’*“l‘;f!:’a:‘,
Mina SD 57451 NSPORTATIUHN
December 11, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Department of Transportation
SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear'Darin Bergquist :

I live in Mina and go to Ipswich High school. | understand that you probably are getting a lot of
complaints about highway twelve from Ipswich to Aberdeen, but | would like to explain how | feel about the
topic. | feel as if we need a four lane highway from Ipswich to Aberdeen or even Mobridge to Aberdeen.
There has been so many accidents in this area in just the last three months. | feel as if a four lane would fix
these crashes because these accidents have been where cars have traveled across the center line. Another
alternative to this problem would be placing rumble strips by the center line on both sides. | still think that
this could prevent some accident also. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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RECEIVED

DEC 14 2015
Colton Weeldreyer SECRETARY OF

P.O. Box 306 TRANSPORTATION
Ipswich, 5D 57451 _
December 9, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am a resident of the city of Ipswich, and | am writing to express my concern about
a recent discussion and the pending decision to make the highway between Ipswich and
Aberdeen a four-lane road. | understand that the decision is being considered to enable
highway widening that will accommodate increasingly heavier traffic.

| do not believe you need more enforcement on that highway, just a four-lane road,
and a larger median with rumble strips.

Thank you for your consideration and your time to read my letter

Sincerely,

Colton Weeldreyer



RECEIVED

DEC 14 2015

- - SECRETARY OF

Dear Darin Bergquist, TRANSH ORTATION

My name is Grace Bakken from Ipswich. | would like to address the problem on
Highway 12 from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | think the highway should be a four lane road. It
is a long stretch of road and there are always a lot of cars on it. Highway 12 is often
driven on by many people between lpswich and Aberdeen. There are always a lot of
trucks on Highway 12 as well. Between Ipswich and Aberdeen there is Sun Terminal,
Craven, the Ethanol Plant and Concord Grain and during harvest there are trucks

everywhere.

There have been 10 fatal crashes on Highway 12 between Ipswich and
Aberdeen from 2010 till now. The crashes on this highway make up 1.4% of all fatal
crashes in all of South Dakota. Many people drive under the speed limit and there is
never time to pass them because of the amount of cars coming from the other way. If
the road was a four lane road, people could pass without driving intoc oncoming traffic. A
four lane road won't stop all of the crashes; however, it can prevent a majority of the
crashes because it will allow the flow of traffic to keep moving.

18 people have died on Highway 12 in the last 6 years. On average 3 people die
on Highway 12 every year. At this rate, 3 families lose a family member every year. In
small towns like Ipswich and Mina, the first people to the site of an accident are local
firefighters, ambulance, and police. These people in the crashes are fathers, friends,
sons, mothers, daughters, family to many people in a small town. In Ipswich it's hard to
go around town without knowing most people. So to have someone that you know get
killed in a car crash and being the first one there to see it, has to be very hard and

terrifying.

A four lane obviously wouldn’t make the road crash free because they will still
happen. | am just hoping that a four lane will help prevent as many crashes as possible.
If it can be prevented, then why not try to fix it. | also do realize that it will take away
farmers’ land, cost a lot of money, and take a long time to construct; however, | think it
would be worth it. A four lane can prevent more crashes and that is potentially saving
people’s lives. Thank you for your time and the consideration of a four lane road on
Highway 12 from Ipswich to Aberdeen.

Sincerely,
Grace Bakken, Ipswich, SD



RECEIVED

OEC 14 205
SECRE
Ipswich Public Schools TRANSP&Q?KT?(S:N
PO Box 306
Ipswich, SD 57451

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| live in lpswich, SD and drive U.S. Highway 12 on a weekly basis. It is pretty obvious that
U.S. Highway 12 has become a danger zone for everyone driving on it. Parents, especially mine, are
constantly worried about their children driving this road and fear the worst is yet to come. Lives
have been altered tremendously from crashes along this highway, whether it’s head-on collisions or
swerving to miss one. Something needs to change along U.S. Highway 12, perhaps four lanes going
from Aberdeen to Mobridge.

From the start of 2010 to now, there have been 10 fatal crashes within the 100 miles
between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to the State Department of Public Safety. This
represents 1.4 percent of the 663 accidents along U.S. Highway 12. If you ask me, 18 deaths on
Highway 12 in the last 6 years is far too many. How would you like to be the policeman who has to
walk up to someone’s house and inform them that their family member has been killed in a car
crash? Then, to make matters even worse, having to tell them it was aiong U.S. Highway 12.

i understand that | am only a sophomore and my voice isn’t very strong, but | would greatly
appreciate if you took my thoughts into consideration. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Shaunay M. Jones



Abby Noitner
Ipswich Public School
P.O.Box 306

510 2™ Avenue
Ipswich, 5D 57451
(605)-426-6571
December 9, 2015

Darin Bergguist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I live in Mina, SD and [ drive on Highway 12 every day to go to school in Ipswich and to go to work in
Aberdeen. I'm sure that you are getting many comments about making Highway 12 a four-lane. | believe that
we should NOT make the road a four-lane, because it would make farmers lose some of their land. If you look
back at the accidents it is not the road’s fault for the accidents, it is the driver’s faults. The drivers are either
on their phone or falling asleep and they are crossing the lines. Maybe if you put rumble strips might help to
give the drivers a notice about them crossing the lines. Thank you for your time and | hope you take my letter

in consideration.

Sincerely,

(4 NeGheo

Abby Noltner



Elena Andreo

510 2nd Ave,

P.Q. Box 306 _
Ipswich, SD 57451 RECE!VED

Phone: (605) 428-6571 DEC 1 4 205

December 9, 2015 ‘
SECRETARY OF

TRANSPORTATION

Daring Bergguist

Secretary of Transportation

South Dakota Dept. of Transportation

Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Daring Bergguist:

I am writing you because | am very worried about the situation of the section of the Highway 12 that
goes from Aberdeen to Mobridge, especially between Aberdeen and Ipswich, at Mina. The 50% of the fatal
crushes that happen in this highway happen in that section by Mina. As an exchange student from Spain |
have heard a lot about the problems with this road, people that lives in here is really worried about it
because they are losing their families, friends, neighbors...Personally | don’t think that the fault is of the road,
| think that this is happening because people don’t accomplish the law, they text while they are driving, a
very unsafe action that kill a lot of people, not even in that spot of highway 12, IN South Dakota or even in
the United States; it happen all over the world. Also people speed, they overpass the limit of speed; they
mustn’t, but they do. Speed limits exist for a reason, your safety, and your fife and if you speed you are
risking not only your life, the life of the people that is in the car with you, everybody else on the road, their
families, yours...

| think that we could fix this problems having higher fines for using the phone while you are driving
and speeding and have more poiice on the roads, checking that people accomplish those laws.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Elena Andreo.
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RECEIVED

David Lage DEC 14 2015
ipswich Public Schools PO Box 306 T%Eﬁ@&éﬁ%ﬁ}?ﬁﬁ

Ipswich, SD, 57451

12/09/2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 700 E Broadway Ave
Pierre, SD, 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am an exchange student from Brazil and I've been living north of Craven
Corner for a few months and | have to pass through Highway 12 every day to go to
Ipswich or Aberdeen. The road is good, you should keep it the way it is because the
problem is the drivers. | think cell phones should be completely prohibited while driving
and if someone is caught on their phone they should pay a fine. | also think that you
should put speed cameras in the road to prevent drivers from speeding.

Thanks for the attention.

Sincerely, DMM iﬂg{
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Department of Transportation:

i am writing you this letter as a concerned citizen of Aberdeen, SD. | teach in Ipswich, SD. | love
the job that | have, and this is my eleventh year at the public school. However, there is one major
concern that | have with my job, and that is driving to and from work every day.

In the time that | have taught here, there have been many fatal accidents on Highway 12. One
was a student of ours, and that was a very hard loss. In the past few years, there has been at least one
fatal crash a year, and it seems in recent years, it has been multiple fatalities.

I am asking you to please look into a solution for this problem. | think a four lane highway would
definitely be something worth looking into. How many more people need to lose their lives before
something changes? ! do not think that I, or many others that travel to work on a daily basis, should
have to fear for their lives while traveling. Please consider changes to make this a safer road.

Sincerely,

Angela Shimitz
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Jacob Anglin

PO B0)|(1306 REGE'VED
Ipswich, 5D, 57451 :
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December 11, 2015
SECRETARY OF
TRANSPGETATIOM

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transpartation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD, 57451

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am a student at Ipswich High School, and | drive Highway 12. Many people think that the highway should be
made into a four fane road. | think that the highway should stay a two lane. The drivers are at fault. Most
crashes are caused by people who are distracted while driving. An option that would be reasonable and not
cost as many resources would be rumble strips in the center. If a driver gets distracted and begins to turn
into the other lane then the rumble strips will make them realize that they need to move back. There are
multiple options to make a road safer other than expanding the road.

Sincerely,

Jacob Anglin



Joshua Burgod
Ipswich Public 5chool
P.O. Box 306
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Darin Bergqguist
Secretary of Transportation
700 E. Broadway Ave,

Dear Darin Bergquist,

{ am writing today about the stretch of highway 12 that goes
from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | believe there shouldn’t be a four
lane added to the road. If it was added it would be too close to
some of the houses and grain elevators off of the highway. it
would also be hard for farmers to drive equipment down the
highway and turn on a four lane highway. There would be
more accidents that would happen. Since there has been out
of accidents near Mina, SD, 1 think there should be a no
passing zone put in in that stretch of highway so no one would

pass through that stretch.

Sincerely,

Joshua Burgod
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Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation
700E. Broadway Ave,
Pierre SD 5750

Dear Darin Bergquist :

Ilive in Mina, and | drive on U.S. Highway 12 every day. | feel that the road is safe in its current state. The
highway is not the problem, it is the drivers on it. There should be a minimum speed limit. Slow drivers build
up traffic which is not safe.

Sincerely,

urggt?” ST



Hunter Graham RECE!VED
Darin Bergquist DEC iJﬁ 23?5

4 lane highway .
SD Department of Transportation SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

700 E Broadway
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:
I believe the road is fine. | don’t think that the problem is the drivers. It is a lack of commaon sense

and distraction. | drive highway 12 2-4 times a day and | have seen so many people speeding, driving
recklessly. If you really want the road to be safer, put more police enforcement and patrol on the road. | think
that the 4 lane highway is a waste time and resources, because it's the drivers that make the road dangerous.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this topic.

Sincerely,

M Gty
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Dear Darin Bergquist, SECRETARY OF

o g Vg
My name is Megan Wagner, a student from Ipswich Public High Smggh'dﬁ @gﬁTﬁIé%igive

my thoughts on a four-lane highway rather than having a two-lane highway. We have had 6 deaths in
the past two months just on HWY 12 around Ipswich/Leola. Some very near and dear to us and others
that still did not need their lives taken away from them at such young ages. At the time of these crashes
there was no ice on the ground to blame it on, and our last crash on Highway 12 happened because a
pickup traveling west was struck by a car that was eastbound and crossed the center line.

Now, Highway 12 is honestly a very busy HWY. There are parents that are driving to and from
work every day from Ipswich to Aberdeen or vise-versa, teenagers/young adults that are driving from
their home in the country to school every morning, bus drivers with 30+ children on the bus, and
teenagers/young adults that live in Leola have to drive not only down that two-lane Highway, but then
have to go straight to Highway 12 and have to do it there. Being a teenager myself, | am exhausted in
the morning. | have nothing on my mind other than going back home and falling asleep, and sometimes
even after school am | still exhausted. It would be so easy for any of us to slowly cross the center line in
the morning while were half awake and after school when everyone is in a rush to go home or get to

practice.

A believe a four-lane Highway would be so beneficial to us. We are tired of losing more and
more people we love and care about and for the others that we don’t know, we want them to be safe as
well and get them home to their parents or children.

Sincerely, Megan Wagner



RECEIVED
DEC 14 2015
Dear Darin Bergquist, SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

Hello, 1 think the road should be a four iane highway. Because people are getting into accidents,
and if you have one, then comes another, and another. There has been more accidents {ately rather
than in the last few years. And if there are more lanes, we will be able to see the wildlife running into
the road and have time to react without getting into the accident.

Sincerely, Aaron Legate
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Chelsea Weig
Ipswich Public Schools
PO Box 306 REGENED

Ipswich SD 57451

(605) 216-2833 . 0EC Hmﬁo‘:
Cw3878@k12.5d.us y
SE&%%BAH pTION

December 10, 2015.

Darin Bergquist

Secretafy of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am an Ipswich high schooler that travels the section of Highway 12 between Mina and [pswich every day. |
not only have encountered some scary occurrences, but have also had many family and friends come upon
difficult situations. The occurrences happened from error of another driver which are very hard to avoid with
minimum space and several other drivers around you. Mistakes happen all the time but on Highway 12 there
is not room for error with the added amount of traffic, grain terminals, and vehicles exiting and entering the

roadway.

I am one hundred percent for a four lane highway from Aberdeen to Ipswich. | know the talk has been about
being from Aberdeen to Mobridge but personally { do not see that as necessary at this time. The most deadly
accidents, or just accidents to begin with happen within the stretch from Aberdeen to Ipswich. Yes, these
additional lanes will cost a lot of money. But how many lives can we continue to take with the increased
amount of traffic on this road?

There are four major grain terminals, three of which added in recent years, being Cargili, Glacial Lakes Energy
and the Sylte bin site, all of which border this section of Highway 12. Plus two more between Roscoe and
Bowdle. These aren’t just normal sized cars, these are fully loaded semi-trailers traveling at full speed and
sometimes pulling an additional loaded trailer. The truck traffic is every day, it is not only around harvesting
time. The semi-trailers that are entering the highway are not entering at 65 miles per hour. This is also
another hazard that causes a lot of traffic error. Just today a car pulled out in front of a semi that was going
at full speed. The semi swerved out of the way and put other travelers at risk. Granted this was a mistake of
the driver who pulled out in front of the semi but either way errors cannot be made on this highway due to
lack of room and a large amount of traffic. The area between Aberdeen and Ipswich is a very farm oriented
area. Along with the semis there is also the addition of tractors and slow moving vehicles that causes buildup
of traffic, also decreasing the room for error. There is a gas station being added to the Mina area which is a
very common spots for accidents already. This will also add to more vehicles entering and exiting the highway
which will add an increase in the amount of errors that may happen, also leading to more accidents.



Darin Bergquist
December 10, 2015
Page 2

A change to the curves near Andover has also been brought up. The two accidents that have happened in that
last two years have involved alcohol. The several accidents near Ipswich and Mina have not involved any

alcohoi.

Many peopie may argue that many teenagers make the commute to Ipswich, and that their careless driving is
the reason for that accidents. The people involved in these accidents were older than 20.

Accidents that continue to happen affect not only the families but also the friends and éurrounding
communitfes. | have not had a family member involved in one of the accidents on Highway 12 but | know the
hurt and sorrow that may come from a deadly accident. My uncle was killed in an accident 30 years ago and
my family remembers that day like it was yesterday. | have two younger brothers, a mom, a dad,
grandparents and many friends and family that travel Highway 12 every day. |, just like any other human
being would be devastated if anything happened to one of my close friends or family.

There are many great reasons as to why the highway should be changed. Money will always be an issue but
when it comes down to it, it's either money or several lives being taken. We need to make the obvious

decision here.

On my way home | turn off Highway 12 onte Nesbitt Drive of Mina Lake. My turn off is also a very dangerous
spot. The new gas station is now placed there which will also add a large amount of traffic in that area. There
is a short side lane that is focated near my turn that is used for passing cars. Not many cars are aware that is
what the lane is for. There is also no sign there to let drivers know that that lane is used for passing. This
could result in a rear-ended vehicle especially when cars are coming down off of the over pass.

The recent changes to Highway 12 haven’t made encugh changes. The turning lanes are not near long encugh
for the semi-trailers to turn, iet alone a car. Also the turning lanes that have been added are being illegally

used for passing lanes to pass slower cars.

In a recent Aberdeen American News article it stated that the road from Groton to Interstate 29 is a four lane
and that their traffic count is under 5,000. Also the area Groton to Webster has a traffic count of 2,960 to
3,220 vehicles per day. The area between Aberdeen to Ipswich is not listed on the website. As you can see
before the survey has been taken Edmunds Country is already getting the short end of the stick. | would just
like to know why the traffic count has to be 8,000 now instead of 5,000?

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Chelsea Weig
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Ipswich, SD 57451

Friday December 11, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Mr. Bergquist:

Over the past six years, there have been at least fourteen people injured in a crash each year on U.S.
Highway 12. Over that time, there also have been ten fatal crashes. Of thase accidents, five of them were in the
same area. The stretch of road between Mina and Ipswich. Now, each crash had its own circumstances and they
weren’t in exactly the same spot, but all of these fatal crashes were in the same area and that should be looked

into.

I'think that an improvement to this road is necessary. That road is frequently used by cars driving through
and by semi-trucks hauling to the Glacial Lakes Energy plant one mile west of Mina. That road is also used almost
every day by students who go to my school. It is used very much each day so some kind of improvement to prevent
more crashes would benefit many people in the area and those who are just traveling through.

A possible solution to this problem would be widening the shoulders of the road. All five of the fatal
accidents in this area of the highway were caused by someone crossing the center lane. A wider shoulder would
give more room for the other driver to evade before having to go into the ditch to avoid colliding.

Perhaps lowering the speed limit on-the overpass near Mina would help too. Lowering the speed limit
would make traveling on it safer, and it would keep drivers going slow until they got past most of the places people
turn off at to get to Mina Lake. Also, drivers would be going slower when they got to the Glacial Lakes Energy plant
where semi-trucks would be turning at. This might give drivers of semis and cars time to see each other and react

to the other driver.

Please consider evaluating this stretch of U.S. Highway 12 and making some improvement to this road.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Pond
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December 11, 2015 SECP‘FTARY’SEN
TRP?‘ St (_,,NTA

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

5D Department of Transportation

Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

Over the years, there have been numerous accidents on U.S. Highway 12. However, as of lately, there has
been an extreme amount of fatalities on the U.S. Highway stretch between Ipswich and Aberdeen, South
Dakota. Unfortunately, a highway with long time safety concerns is now being brought to light with the
recent extremities.

| feel that the biggest safety issue on U.S. Highway 12 is the amount of traffic. On the highway between

Ipswich and Aberdeen, there are two ethanol plants and four grain elevators. This accounts for much of the
traffic, as well as multiple semis and other large vehicles on the road. Large vehicles often travel below the
speed limit. On a two-lane highway, this leads to much more passing. Doing so on a highway with excessive

amounts of traffic is very unsafe,

As a solution, I feel that a four-lane highway would be most beneficiai to drivers on U.S. Highway 12. It would
reduce the back up of traffic due to large and slow moving vehicles. It would also allow cars to pass more
safely, and separate the large amounts of traffic with a median.

In conclusion, the safety of drivers along U.S. Highway 12 would be greatly benefited with a four-lane
highway. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Macy Heinz
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Riley Gilbert

101 Rays Lane
Ipswich, SD 57451
605-252-0930

RG3281@k12.5d ETAT -
@k12.sd.us TBANSP v

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

South Dakota Department of Transportation
700 E Broadway Avenue :
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Mr. Bergquist,

Hello my name is Rifey Gilbert. | am 17 years old and | am a junior at Ipswich High School. I am
writing to you about US Highway 12 from the stretch of Mobridge to Aberdeen. | would first like to express
my discontent regarding the recent crashes by Mina. Aberdeen is a big part of our little town of Ipswich. |
know this because, my family attends church almost every Sunday in Aberdeen. My friends and | love to go to
Aberdeen to view a movie or hang out. Many people from Ipswich commute to Aberdeen for work and many
other things. Aberdeen is a very big part of our little community. | think something needs tc be done, before
more car crashes happen and more people are killed.

I think the 4 lane highway is a great idea to ponder on for the future. We all know that this will take
many of years to complete, but | think that it at least needs to be considered, You may argue that it is too
much money, but this is only factor until something happens to somebody you hold closely and dear. You
may nct think that the 4 lane highway may not be the best option, but something needs ta be dane.

You know that we are all human and that we will do dumb things. You know that sooner or later,
human errar will claim more lives on this highway. Something needs to be done before another live is
claimed, maybe even my own. Yes the highway would cost a lot of money, but human safety should be your
number one pricrity. If money plays a bigger role than the life of a human being you share this live with, then
you may need to re-evaluate your decision. Many people are tired of hearing about fatal crashes that happen
along US Highway 12. Not to menticn the injury crashes that have happened and that have been very close to
claiming lives.

I hope that with all of the concern about this that you at least consider something. Please do
something before this highway claims more lives, and more people are upset that samething is not being
done. Please consider all of the factors, but | hope the largest factor is the lives that this highway is taking. |
pray that you will do your job to protect the people of the wonderful state of South Dakota. | pray that you
will see that even though this might be very caostly, that it will help out the people of Ipswich. Our community
shares a very good band, We hate hearing about another live being taken by such a brutal way.



Darin Bergquist
December 10, 2015
Page 2

I will leave you with this. Please consider the 4 lane highway. Please consider at least improving the
highway a little bit. Please do something to protect the people around our area. Before it is too late and
more lives are clfaimed. Lives that are important to our community. Lives that are dear to us.

Sincerely,

Riley Gilbert



Andrew Fuhrmann
PO Box 306
Ipswich SD 57471
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

My name is Andrew I'm 16 years old and I've lived on the same farm right off of US highway twelve around
Roscoe SD. Every school day | travel to Ipswich to go to school, and not just school trips but | also do errands
for our farm. I’'m concerned for the safety of travelers on highway twelve, some days especially during the
busy times of the year such as harvest or planting time. Basically I'm suggesting that more safety features .
need to be applied on the road. Whether it be a 4 lane, rumble strips or wider shoulders. Obviously lives have
been lost and [ think it would be in the best interest to try to stop these accidents. Please look into it.

Andrew Fuhrmann



Tanner Moare

Ipswich Public School P.O Box 306
Ipswich, SD 57451

605-377-4403
Tannermoore.132@gmail.com
December 11, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 700 E. Broadway Ave
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am writing you because our English teacher is requiring us to make you a letter stating how we feel about
the whole highway 12 situation, honestly | think the setup we have right now is absolutely fine and works for
me, the only suggestion | would | have to throw out would be to put a minimum speed [imit up of at least 50
or 55 to encourage people to stay focused on the road and keep about the speed limit, after all the driving
I’'ve done pecpie driving too slow have been the biggest problem starters. The reason they are the problem is
because after a long day of work people coming home don’t want to horse around and go 40-45 in a 65 so
they get impatient and they pass the car recklessly and around 5- 5:30 when people are driving home
especially in the winter time 1t is dark and not everyone has their lights on yet and that could cause an
accident, but like | said before if nothing changes and stays the way it is | won’t be upset.

Sincerely,

Tanner Maoogre



REGENEU
Bryce Charlton ‘ : ﬁ
P.Q. Box 306 DEC \ ) ?-“ F
Ipswich, SD 57451 SEE‘EETAB;(A%ON

December 10, 2015 pOR

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am a long-time resident of our city, and | am writing to express my concern about recent discussion and the
pending decision to make Highway 45 into a four lane highway. I understand that the decision is being
considered to enable street widening that will accommaodate increasingly heavier traffic.

However, | do not believe that the benefits of widening Highway 12 for more traffic. It would seem that
widening our roads would stop more crashes from happening, but however a four-lane highway would be
more than capabie of dealing with traffic with about 8,000. However, considering that from Groton to
Aberdeen has a four-lane, but has less traffic than we do over here around Ipswich and Mina. Traffic, on
Highway 45 can be dangerous, considering some people use the turning lanes as passing lanes, this could be
stopped by people using another lane, that we could gain with the building of a four-lane.

{ understand that the building of a four-tane would take a lot of money and time, especially since the money
that would be used would be coming from the Federal Government.

| am expressing my concern because recently ! had lost a friend and co-worker that was once a very close
acquaintance of mine. The loss wasn’t as bad for me but for some people | know it was very hard. | also drive
on the highway and sometimes some of the drivers get angry and sometimes drive reckless. | find this
annoying and don’t fee! safe sometimes while I’'m driving.

I am looking forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Bryce Charlton



Max Maldonado REGE‘VED

Ipswich Public School

PO Box 306 DEC 14 205
Ipswich, SD 57451 OF
Nofatchx19@ yahoo.com TgEﬁgESARBfX\TlON

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 East Broadway Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I don’t think that having a four lane highway is going to change anything. You could
think about adding rumble strips to the center line to warn drivers when they are crossing the
center line. There is a lot of properties between Ipswich and Aberdeen that are right next to
the highway. Adding more lanes is not going to stop deer from crossing it. I drive on that
highway nearly every day. At certain times of the day, the highway does tend to get a little
bit busy, but nothing to serious. A two lane highway can support up to 8,000 vehicles per
day. We only get about roughly one to two thousand vehicles per day. I think that people
should just learn to drive more safely rather than being in a rush all the time. We get a lot of
truck traffic around here with the Ethanol Plant and Farmers Elevator. It will cost too much
time and money to turn it into a four lane highway. All of the fatal accidents that have
happened since 2010 have been mostly people over the age of 40. I think that us teens are not
the high risk drivers. A senior citizen is more likely than a younger driver to be at fault in an
accident in which they are involved. Thank you and I hope that you consider.

Sincerely,

Max Maldonado



[Your Name] REGE‘VE[}

Ipswich Public school P. O Box 306

Ipswich SD 57451 DEC 14 298
SECRETARY OF

NETE

tanneranglin@icloud.com TRANSPC‘FET R

December 11, 2015

“am

Darin bergquist

Secretary of transportation

SD department of transportation

Becker- Hansen Building 700 E. Broadway Ave
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin bergquist:

Highway 12 has a lot of traffic but | do not agree with the four lane because if people would just pay
attention this head on accidence wouldn’t happen. Driving should not be a game it should be serous. This
crashes have opened many peoples eyes including my dad who drives the highway every day. Some people
blame it on the big truck and tractors but | don’t think that has anything to do with it. It is because people are
to busy on there phones. If anything is to be done it is to put a rumble strip in the middle. That will help with
crossing the center line.

Sincerely, Tanner Anglin



Haylee Kilber
Ipswich Public Schools
PO Box 306 RECEIVED

Ipswich, SD 57451 DEC 14 201

hk3233@k12.sd.us

ecembper RY OF
December 10, 2015 TFS{ESSEB% LATION

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transporation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, 5D 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am writing to you as a cancerned individual from Ipswich, South Dakota about Highway US-12. Talk about
the highway needing a revamp has been a large topic of discussion in Edmunds and Brown County. As a
student at Ipswich High School | have many friends/classmates that travel US-12 every day to school and
back. Currently the highway is a very hazardous road to travel. With increased traffic within the last five years
due to Glacial Lakes Energy, The North Central Farmers Elevator Craven terminal, Sylte’s Grain terminal, and
the Sun Terminal there is a ton of heavy duty equipment and semis that travel the road daily. it is frustrating
as a community member to hear that the state has no statistics from this year about how many people even
travel on Highway US-12 that runs right through the town of Ipswich. | want to encourage you to evaluate
different options to improve the safety and traffic flow up and down Highway 12. The death toll is already
too high. | see the pain of having had friends iose family members and seeing the samber fook on my dad’s
face after returning home from responding to the accident calls. Please make a sincere effort to improve the

situation on highway 12.

Sincerely,
A,




Chase Wagner

December 10, 2015 HECEIVED

DEC 14 2015

SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

5D Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 700E Broadway Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501 :

Dear Darin Bergqguist:

Being someone that drives Highway 12 multipie times a week, | must say | am terrified to drive the
road. | have lost friends that were making the drive from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | don't agree with peaple that
the highway needs to be a four lane, | believe it will cost too much time and money to do. | do however think
that their needs to be something done to the road, whether its rumble strips in the center of the highway or
the road being wider. | deeply hope you will consider doing something to help make this highway safer.

Sincerely,

Chase Wagner



RECEIVED

Jacob Charlton DEC 14 2015
508 Alma Ave

i ) RETARY OF
Ipswich, 57451 TFS{Eg SPORTATION
6052528068

Jacobcharlton1998@gmail.com
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of transportation

SD Department of Transportation
700 E Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

Hello my name is Jacob Charlton and I live in Ipswich South Dakota. My parents and
my brothers drive the long road from Mobridge to Aberdeen. There has been a lot of recent
accidents on Highway 12 near the Mina and Aberdeen area. I have lost my old boss from the
Wakeside Bar and Grill restaurant in Mina. I really liked him, His name was Chris McCoy
and he was a friend.

I’m a High school student and wish for these things to stop happening. I haven’t
gotten my license yet but when I do I would like to know that I am safe when I drive to and

from my house or my girlfriend’s house.

Sincerely, Jacob Charlton
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RECEIVED

Kaylee Braun DEC 14 2015
13571 368™ Avenue CRETARY OF
Mina 8D, 57451 TSENSPORTAT'ON

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre SD, 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist.

[ am Kaylee Braun, and this letter is written with the hope of change. I understand
that you have been receiving many letters and emails about the current situation of Highway
12 between Ipswich and Aberdeen. I live on a farm between these two towns and have seen
my fair share of crashes. The latest crash resulting in the death of three happened right at the
turn off on my country road. I understand this may not seem like a big deal to you since it
isn’t currently affecting you. By a quick glance, it may seem like there isn’t a lot of traffic.
The thing is Mr. Bergquist, the accidents don’t usually happen when there is an overload of
cars. It happens on the long stretches when you think you are the only one on the road, and
take your eyes off for a second. It happens to the people who believe the small shoulders
make an acceptable passing lane. I'm writing this letter, not only for the others who have lost
loved ones, but because I have lost a loved one on the same highway I drive every day. This
same stretch of highway, in less than three miles, that has taken nine lives. It’s a funny thing,
since highways can’t cause a crash, but it’s the lack of safety measures taken to ensure that
crashes will not happen. Between the years 2011 and 2015, there have been fifteen deaths. I
believe it is time for a change. I'm not asking for your department to install a large four lane
road that will take a long time to finish and back up traffic. I am asking for a few measures to
be taken such as larger shoulders and rumble strips in the center to allow more room for
driver error.

The changes that are needed aren’t only for the people that have died, but the
ones that have been injured as well. Between Mobridge and Aberdeen, one hundred and six
people have been injured. I know that you cannot protect everyone, but by implementing
some safety measures, we can sure (ry.



Darin Bergquist
December 10, 2015
Page 2

I would like to thank you as well. I am thanking you because you are an important
part of keeping South Dakota running and have the ability to ensure it runs smoothly. It’s not
every day you get the power to change the future for others.

Sincerely,

Kaylee Braun



RECEIVED
Dylan McQuarie

Ipswich Public Schools DEC i & 2015

Ipswich, SD 57451 ' SECRETARY
1-605-377-3315 THANSPOHTAT?SN

DM3715@k12.sd.us
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am a resident of the city of Mina, and | am writing to express my mind about Highway 12 and the four lane
highway. I’'m mostly against this idea mostly because it would take a lot of money and time. Also how is the
company supposed to make a four lane highway over the Mina Bridge? And my step father works at the
Glacier Lakes ethanol plant. That involves him having to find another job until they either replace it or put it
somewhere else. | will agree there has been more traffic on this highway but | drive it almost every day and |
have been in some scary positions. | still believe that if you drive safely and pay attention to the road than
you’ll be fine. Maybe we could add some [anes for where semis can catch up to speed and then join the main

lane. That may help a little bit.
I am looking forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Dylan McQuarie



RECEIVED
DEC 14 2083

Garytt Tostenscn
Ipswich Public Schools PO Box 306 SECREE%%&%EN
Ipswich SD 57451 TRANSP

December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

5D Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 7000 E. Broadway Ave.
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| haven’t lived around here for very long. It has only been about for years, but that has been plenty of time
for me to figure out that something needs to be changed. There have been toc many accidents and deaths on

highway twelve,

Sincerely,

Garytt Tostenson



Rachel Henderson RECE‘VED

Ipswich Public Schools
PO Box 306

Ipswich, SD 57451
December 10, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD S7501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I am writing to express my concern for the amount of fatal crashes that have happened between Mobridge
and Aberdeen. Something needs to be changed and here are a few suggestions. There has been a lot of talk
about a four-lane divided highway and I think that would help cut down on the amount of crashes. Another
suggestion would be to widen the shoulders along the highway. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Bockod Fendptor—

Rachel Henderson



Dear, Darin Bergquist

There has been a lot of talk about highway 12. There have been a lot of incidents some
fatal and hundreds non-fatal. Some have been suggesting that the highway is to be
widened to a four lane instead of a 2 lane. This will not take only more than 10 years to
complete from Aberdeen to Mobridge, but will also cost hundreds of millions of dollars.
The highway in my opinion has very little to do with the accidents. The crashes another
wards have little to do with the highway and a lot to do with the driver. Many of the
hundreds of incidents actually had drunk drivers included, so | do not believe that we
need to spend the time nor money to widen the highway just drive more cautiously and
sober.

Sincerely: Kevin Larson

RECEIVED

DEC 14 2003

CRETARY OF
TSENSPORT AR



December 9, 2015 L
RECEIVER

BEL 14 105

To whom it may concern; SECHETABY
TRANSFORT ATt

I am writing in reference to all the fatal accidents that have occurred on highway 12 between Aberdeen
and Ipswich. Something has to be done with this highway before there are more fatalities. The amount
of traffic has increased greatly with the addition of the ethanol plant just west of Mina.

The road either needs to be widen or there needs to be a four lane highway constructed.
Thank you for your consideration in this.
Concerned Edmunds County citizen,

Calye: Bz

Carolyn Burgod



Michelle Sihrer

PO Box 306

Ipswich SD 57451

605-426-6571 ) .
Michelle.Sihrer@k12.sd.us RECE’VEB

December 11, 2015 DEC 1 4 2@45

SEC
Darin Bergquist TRANSBF%J%?ET?(?
Secretary of Transportation N
S.D. Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building
700 E. Broadway Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

i am the English language arts teacher at Ipswich High School. I live in Aberdeen, and | drive on Highway 12
every day to get to school. There have been many crashes, some fatal on this stretch of road. Something
needs to be done to improve the safety of this road.

Recently, three people died in a car crash not far from [pswich. In the past year, there have been six fatalities
on this stretch of road. All of these crashes have one thing in common: a vehicle crossed the center line
causing a head-on collision. If this road were four lanes instead of two lanes, those crashes would not have
happened. How many more crashes will result in fatalities on this road? If by improving this road, we prevent
just one death, doesn’t that make the expense worth it?

My family, who lives in Aberdeen, is so concerned for my safety on this road that every day | have to call
them when | get to school and when | get home to iet them know nothing happened. Every student who uses
that road, every staff member who uses that road every day has someone at home worried about him or her.
Life is too precious to not do anything about what is an obvious safety hazard.

Students at Ipswich High School recently saw a presentation from the S.D. Highway Patrol and the Edmunds
County Sheriff’s Office about driving safely. At the presentation, students asked about making Highway 12
safer, and decided that they wanted to send letters to ask for changes. Every student in my classes had the
opportunity to write a letter, and so did staff members. Enclosed in this envelope is the respanses | received.
Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Michelle Sihrer



RECEIVEp,

DEC
12-14-2015 . ,_:?ECF?E; :;3150
Secretary Darin Bergquist, ANSP ORTATI gN

In the interest of public safety, we are asking that you consider a 4 lane, divided highway
on US Highway 12, from the divided west of Aberdeen to highway 45 south in Ipswich. It
would be nice if it could go all the way to Mobridge!

This has become a very dangerous road!

When you leave the divide road west of Aberdeen the first thing you come to is the
Continental Grain terminal. The next bad turn is Nesbitt Dr. to Mina lake. Next is the
overpass. At the west end of the overpass is another turn to Mina Lake on 371% Ave .This
has a turning lane which is used by many to pass the traffic on the highway. A mile west
of there on 370 Ave is the Glacial Lakes Energy Plant. Our next bad turn is the Farmers
Elevator at Craven Corner on 363™ ave. Next is the Farmers Elevator Sun Terminal. This
is located between 361° Ave.and 362%¢ Ave. From there we come to the Glacial Lakes
Terminal located at Sytle Farms near 360™ Ave. There is also traffic onto highway 12
from highway 45 north.

A lot of truck traffic then comes into Ipswich on Highway 45 from the south. They either
go west on highway 12 to the two large terminals at Roscoe or Bowdle, or east on
highway 12 to the a fore mentioned terminals.

The traffic in the past was small farm trucks. Now must farmers have semi’s and many
pull pups.

We requested that something be done about the turn to Craven Elevator about 5 years ago.
We asked if they could at least move the signs on the west corner of 363" Ave. a liftle bit
south so the trucks don’t have to move into the north highway 12 lane to make the corner.
“No problem, we can do that” the state highway man in the Aberdeen office said. It has
never been done!

This highway has been a major concern of ours for a long time. Way too many people
have been killed on this road and the traffic just keeps getting more all the time.

In the interest of safety, we need your help and are asking for it!
Concerned Citizens,

Loren and Sophie Leitzke
KAt



December 3, 2015

SD Dept. of Transportation
700 E. Broadway Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Sirs:

I'm responding to an Aberdeen American News article in regards to
highway 12.

| live in Ipswich and can't believe how the traffic has grown from here to
Aberdeen. I's so bad sometimes you can't even pass. We have 4 elevators and
an Ethanol Plant on this highway. Because of that, we have had many fatalities

and accidents. That is sad!!
It's time you do something about this and build all of us a 4 lane highway,

so we can feel safe traveling. We are concerned citizens of Ipswich and
Edmunds County.

Sincerely,

CC:

Governor Daugaard
Senator John Thune
Representative Kristi Noem
Senator Mike Rounds

RECEIVED
DEC 07 2085
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Mina SD 57451 NSPORTATIUHN
December 11, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Department of Transportation
SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre SD 57501

Dear'Darin Bergquist :

I live in Mina and go to Ipswich High school. | understand that you probably are getting a lot of
complaints about highway twelve from Ipswich to Aberdeen, but | would like to explain how | feel about the
topic. | feel as if we need a four lane highway from Ipswich to Aberdeen or even Mobridge to Aberdeen.
There has been so many accidents in this area in just the last three months. | feel as if a four lane would fix
these crashes because these accidents have been where cars have traveled across the center line. Another
alternative to this problem would be placing rumble strips by the center line on both sides. | still think that
this could prevent some accident also. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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RECEIVED

DEC 14 2015
Colton Weeldreyer SECRETARY OF

P.O. Box 306 TRANSPORTATION
Ipswich, 5D 57451 _
December 9, 2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am a resident of the city of Ipswich, and | am writing to express my concern about
a recent discussion and the pending decision to make the highway between Ipswich and
Aberdeen a four-lane road. | understand that the decision is being considered to enable
highway widening that will accommodate increasingly heavier traffic.

| do not believe you need more enforcement on that highway, just a four-lane road,
and a larger median with rumble strips.

Thank you for your consideration and your time to read my letter

Sincerely,

Colton Weeldreyer



RECEIVED

DEC 14 2015

- - SECRETARY OF

Dear Darin Bergquist, TRANSH ORTATION

My name is Grace Bakken from Ipswich. | would like to address the problem on
Highway 12 from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | think the highway should be a four lane road. It
is a long stretch of road and there are always a lot of cars on it. Highway 12 is often
driven on by many people between lpswich and Aberdeen. There are always a lot of
trucks on Highway 12 as well. Between Ipswich and Aberdeen there is Sun Terminal,
Craven, the Ethanol Plant and Concord Grain and during harvest there are trucks

everywhere.

There have been 10 fatal crashes on Highway 12 between Ipswich and
Aberdeen from 2010 till now. The crashes on this highway make up 1.4% of all fatal
crashes in all of South Dakota. Many people drive under the speed limit and there is
never time to pass them because of the amount of cars coming from the other way. If
the road was a four lane road, people could pass without driving intoc oncoming traffic. A
four lane road won't stop all of the crashes; however, it can prevent a majority of the
crashes because it will allow the flow of traffic to keep moving.

18 people have died on Highway 12 in the last 6 years. On average 3 people die
on Highway 12 every year. At this rate, 3 families lose a family member every year. In
small towns like Ipswich and Mina, the first people to the site of an accident are local
firefighters, ambulance, and police. These people in the crashes are fathers, friends,
sons, mothers, daughters, family to many people in a small town. In Ipswich it's hard to
go around town without knowing most people. So to have someone that you know get
killed in a car crash and being the first one there to see it, has to be very hard and

terrifying.

A four lane obviously wouldn’t make the road crash free because they will still
happen. | am just hoping that a four lane will help prevent as many crashes as possible.
If it can be prevented, then why not try to fix it. | also do realize that it will take away
farmers’ land, cost a lot of money, and take a long time to construct; however, | think it
would be worth it. A four lane can prevent more crashes and that is potentially saving
people’s lives. Thank you for your time and the consideration of a four lane road on
Highway 12 from Ipswich to Aberdeen.

Sincerely,
Grace Bakken, Ipswich, SD



RECEIVED

OEC 14 205
SECRE
Ipswich Public Schools TRANSP&Q?KT?(S:N
PO Box 306
Ipswich, SD 57451

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| live in lpswich, SD and drive U.S. Highway 12 on a weekly basis. It is pretty obvious that
U.S. Highway 12 has become a danger zone for everyone driving on it. Parents, especially mine, are
constantly worried about their children driving this road and fear the worst is yet to come. Lives
have been altered tremendously from crashes along this highway, whether it’s head-on collisions or
swerving to miss one. Something needs to change along U.S. Highway 12, perhaps four lanes going
from Aberdeen to Mobridge.

From the start of 2010 to now, there have been 10 fatal crashes within the 100 miles
between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to the State Department of Public Safety. This
represents 1.4 percent of the 663 accidents along U.S. Highway 12. If you ask me, 18 deaths on
Highway 12 in the last 6 years is far too many. How would you like to be the policeman who has to
walk up to someone’s house and inform them that their family member has been killed in a car
crash? Then, to make matters even worse, having to tell them it was aiong U.S. Highway 12.

i understand that | am only a sophomore and my voice isn’t very strong, but | would greatly
appreciate if you took my thoughts into consideration. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Shaunay M. Jones



Abby Noitner
Ipswich Public School
P.O.Box 306

510 2™ Avenue
Ipswich, 5D 57451
(605)-426-6571
December 9, 2015

Darin Bergguist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

I live in Mina, SD and [ drive on Highway 12 every day to go to school in Ipswich and to go to work in
Aberdeen. I'm sure that you are getting many comments about making Highway 12 a four-lane. | believe that
we should NOT make the road a four-lane, because it would make farmers lose some of their land. If you look
back at the accidents it is not the road’s fault for the accidents, it is the driver’s faults. The drivers are either
on their phone or falling asleep and they are crossing the lines. Maybe if you put rumble strips might help to
give the drivers a notice about them crossing the lines. Thank you for your time and | hope you take my letter

in consideration.

Sincerely,

(4 NeGheo

Abby Noltner



Elena Andreo

510 2nd Ave,

P.Q. Box 306 _
Ipswich, SD 57451 RECE!VED

Phone: (605) 428-6571 DEC 1 4 205

December 9, 2015 ‘
SECRETARY OF

TRANSPORTATION

Daring Bergguist

Secretary of Transportation

South Dakota Dept. of Transportation

Becker-Hansen Building

700 E Broadway Ave

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Daring Bergguist:

I am writing you because | am very worried about the situation of the section of the Highway 12 that
goes from Aberdeen to Mobridge, especially between Aberdeen and Ipswich, at Mina. The 50% of the fatal
crushes that happen in this highway happen in that section by Mina. As an exchange student from Spain |
have heard a lot about the problems with this road, people that lives in here is really worried about it
because they are losing their families, friends, neighbors...Personally | don’t think that the fault is of the road,
| think that this is happening because people don’t accomplish the law, they text while they are driving, a
very unsafe action that kill a lot of people, not even in that spot of highway 12, IN South Dakota or even in
the United States; it happen all over the world. Also people speed, they overpass the limit of speed; they
mustn’t, but they do. Speed limits exist for a reason, your safety, and your fife and if you speed you are
risking not only your life, the life of the people that is in the car with you, everybody else on the road, their
families, yours...

| think that we could fix this problems having higher fines for using the phone while you are driving
and speeding and have more poiice on the roads, checking that people accomplish those laws.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Elena Andreo.
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David Lage DEC 14 2015
ipswich Public Schools PO Box 306 T%Eﬁ@&éﬁ%ﬁ}?ﬁﬁ

Ipswich, SD, 57451

12/09/2015

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building 700 E Broadway Ave
Pierre, SD, 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am an exchange student from Brazil and I've been living north of Craven
Corner for a few months and | have to pass through Highway 12 every day to go to
Ipswich or Aberdeen. The road is good, you should keep it the way it is because the
problem is the drivers. | think cell phones should be completely prohibited while driving
and if someone is caught on their phone they should pay a fine. | also think that you
should put speed cameras in the road to prevent drivers from speeding.

Thanks for the attention.

Sincerely, DMM iﬂg{
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Department of Transportation:

i am writing you this letter as a concerned citizen of Aberdeen, SD. | teach in Ipswich, SD. | love
the job that | have, and this is my eleventh year at the public school. However, there is one major
concern that | have with my job, and that is driving to and from work every day.

In the time that | have taught here, there have been many fatal accidents on Highway 12. One
was a student of ours, and that was a very hard loss. In the past few years, there has been at least one
fatal crash a year, and it seems in recent years, it has been multiple fatalities.

I am asking you to please look into a solution for this problem. | think a four lane highway would
definitely be something worth looking into. How many more people need to lose their lives before
something changes? ! do not think that I, or many others that travel to work on a daily basis, should
have to fear for their lives while traveling. Please consider changes to make this a safer road.

Sincerely,

Angela Shimitz

RECEIVED
DEC 14 2015

ECRETARY OF
TgANSPORTAT|ON



Jacob Anglin

PO B0)|(1306 REGE'VED
Ipswich, 5D, 57451 :
P DEC 14 20%

December 11, 2015
SECRETARY OF
TRANSPGETATIOM

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transpartation

SD Department of Transportation
Becker-Hansen Building

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD, 57451

Dear Darin Bergquist:

| am a student at Ipswich High School, and | drive Highway 12. Many people think that the highway should be
made into a four fane road. | think that the highway should stay a two lane. The drivers are at fault. Most
crashes are caused by people who are distracted while driving. An option that would be reasonable and not
cost as many resources would be rumble strips in the center. If a driver gets distracted and begins to turn
into the other lane then the rumble strips will make them realize that they need to move back. There are
multiple options to make a road safer other than expanding the road.

Sincerely,

Jacob Anglin



Joshua Burgod
Ipswich Public 5chool
P.O. Box 306

RECEIVED
DEC 14 205

SECRETARY OF
December 11, 2015 TRANSPORTATION

Darin Bergqguist
Secretary of Transportation
700 E. Broadway Ave,

Dear Darin Bergquist,

{ am writing today about the stretch of highway 12 that goes
from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | believe there shouldn’t be a four
lane added to the road. If it was added it would be too close to
some of the houses and grain elevators off of the highway. it
would also be hard for farmers to drive equipment down the
highway and turn on a four lane highway. There would be
more accidents that would happen. Since there has been out
of accidents near Mina, SD, 1 think there should be a no
passing zone put in in that stretch of highway so no one would

pass through that stretch.

Sincerely,

Joshua Burgod



Whyatt Haux

510 2nd Ave. ‘ RECEEVED

P.0.Box 306 | | ich, SD 57451

Decemot:er 9, ZOZSSW : DEC i 4 2015
SECRETARY OF
RANSPORTATION

Darin Bergquist

Secretary of Transportation
700E. Broadway Ave,
Pierre SD 5750

Dear Darin Bergquist :

Ilive in Mina, and | drive on U.S. Highway 12 every day. | feel that the road is safe in its current state. The
highway is not the problem, it is the drivers on it. There should be a minimum speed limit. Slow drivers build
up traffic which is not safe.

Sincerely,

urggt?” ST



Hunter Graham RECE!VED
Darin Bergquist DEC iJﬁ 23?5

4 lane highway .
SD Department of Transportation SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

700 E Broadway
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Darin Bergquist:
I believe the road is fine. | don’t think that the problem is the drivers. It is a lack of commaon sense

and distraction. | drive highway 12 2-4 times a day and | have seen so many people speeding, driving
recklessly. If you really want the road to be safer, put more police enforcement and patrol on the road. | think
that the 4 lane highway is a waste time and resources, because it's the drivers that make the road dangerous.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this topic.

Sincerely,

M Gty
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DEC 14 2016

Dear Darin Bergquist, SECRETARY OF

o g Vg
My name is Megan Wagner, a student from Ipswich Public High Smggh'dﬁ @gﬁTﬁIé%igive

my thoughts on a four-lane highway rather than having a two-lane highway. We have had 6 deaths in
the past two months just on HWY 12 around Ipswich/Leola. Some very near and dear to us and others
that still did not need their lives taken away from them at such young ages. At the time of these crashes
there was no ice on the ground to blame it on, and our last crash on Highway 12 happened because a
pickup traveling west was struck by a car that was eastbound and crossed the center line.

Now, Highway 12 is honestly a very busy HWY. There are parents that are driving to and from
work every day from Ipswich to Aberdeen or vise-versa, teenagers/young adults that are driving from
their home in the country to school every morning, bus drivers with 30+ children on the bus, and
teenagers/young adults that live in Leola have to drive not only down that two-lane Highway, but then
have to go straight to Highway 12 and have to do it there. Being a teenager myself, | am exhausted in
the morning. | have nothing on my mind other than going back home and falling asleep, and sometimes
even after school am | still exhausted. It would be so easy for any of us to slowly cross the center line in
the morning while were half awake and after school when everyone is in a rush to go home or get to

practice.

A believe a four-lane Highway would be so beneficial to us. We are tired of losing more and
more people we love and care about and for the others that we don’t know, we want them to be safe as
well and get them home to their parents or children.

Sincerely, Megan Wagner



RECEIVED
DEC 14 2015
Dear Darin Bergquist, SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

Hello, 1 think the road should be a four iane highway. Because people are getting into accidents,
and if you have one, then comes another, and another. There has been more accidents {ately rather
than in the last few years. And if there are more lanes, we will be able to see the wildlife running into
the road and have time to react without getting into the accident.

Sincerely, Aaron Legate
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PO Box 303 ~ 210 2™ Ave ~ Ipswich, SD 57451-0303 ~ 605-426-6262 ~ Fax 605-426-6257

Todd Holtz
Sheriff

Kyle Couchey
Chief Deputy

To whom it may concern,

Greetings my name is Kyle Couchey I am Chief Deputy of the Edmunds County Sheriff's Office. I have
been with the department since 2013 and have been a life long resident of Edmunds County. I am writing you
today to discuss an important issue that has not only affected myself but numerous members of our small
community. The proportionality of the deaths on the highway from Ipswich to Aberdeen compared to other
segments of our roadways in nothing short of terrifying. Our small community has been rocked by multiple
losses and near misses. In my time at the sheriff's office I have responded to nearly all the collision's on the
roadway, most of which have occurred from Ipswich to Mina Lake. The causes of these collisions have varied
greatly. These accidents have been caused by multiple issues which include but are not limited to
inattentiveness to the roadway, all the way to drugs and alcochol.

I would admit that almost all vehicle collisions are the result of human error, but to ignore the location's
of these accidents would be irresponsible. While the crashes are caused by human error, the roadway and
geography in which these vehicles are operated lack the safety measures that would prevent the vast majority of
these collisions from occurring. The majority of the collisions on the highway which result in death are head on
between two vehicles as demonstrated multiple times last year alone. We have the ability to prevent 99% of
these collisions by building a four lane highway from Ipswich to Aberdeen.

The highway from Ipswich to Mina has taken 6 lives this last year alone .What we don't remember is the
people who have been hurt and not killed. I myself was involved in an collision on highway 12 near Mina,
where a combine header came off the back of a trailer and came into my lane. As a result of that accident I now
have permanent damage to my left eye. My jaw was fractured and my face is scared. I am fortunate in the fact
that I escaped with these minor injuries but the outcome would have been much different if I would have had
my head a couple inches either way. Incidents like mine and others don't garner much attention but it has
affected our community greatly and it is a constant reminder to me of the cost of driving Highway 12. If there
would have been a four lane highway from Ipswich to Aberdeen I would have never been involved in this
collision. This last year we responded to several vehicle collisions between Ipswich and Mina where the
individuals were seriously hurt but did not die. In fact every year I can remember their has been head on
collisions between two vehicles on this stretch of roadway.

The roadway from Ipswich to Aberdeen is flat and straight which would secem to be a good thing for
safety but I believe the opposite is true. With no curves to navigate and average South Dakota scenery people
tend to get distracted and complaisant. Not paying attention to the road and drifting off with their attention. This
is a natural human reaction when you know that the road is straight and level and you will not have to negotiate
a changing road. This combined with other factors leads to people going into the oncoming lane as well as
people not realizing that they have a vehicle coming at them until it is to late.

I believe that my colleagues have presented you with statistics vindicating the need for a change in the
safety measures on our roadway. I would challenge you to drive this stretch of road and just look at the ditches.
Our highway has become a memorial for those we have lost. The road is dotted with the all too familiar think
signs and it has left me wondering how many more will we have to see put into the ground before we make a



£

change. As Chief Deputy of Edmunds County [ am all to familiar with the dangers facing our roadways. I see
the look on people's face's when I have to say to them that their loved one has passed away. I ask that you
would take action to solve this problem and commission the construction of a four lane highway. Our
community is united, we know the solution, but we need your action. Many lives depend on it

Sincerely,

14

Kyle Couchey
Chief Deputy Edmunds County
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To Whom:

I work for N. C. F. E. as a fuel truck
driver, I drive highway 12 a lot from
Aberdeen, S. D. to Selby, S.D. I’ve not come
up on any accident when happen, but have
after the fact. I’d NOT want to be an EMT
or a firefighter and have to go to one of
them accidents that has happened in the last
part of 2015.

I put on a lot of miles there, some of
them drivers only think of themselves and
not the other person, some people even tail-
gate me in this big truck, I have to watch
them plus keep an eye on the road and on
coming traffic. This road is not SAFE.

Do any of you people drive this road
everyday? Or the DOT people out of Pierre?
Maybe you need to listen to the people that
do! I’ll beat 100% of the people will tell you
a way different story, then your survey tell
you!?!?

Something needs to be don’t now not 10
years down the road, how many more will



lose there life before something is done!!!!

Thanks,

Chad. Barcinger
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To you it may concern,

The issue of the highway 12 needs to be looked at thoroughly and then something needs to be
done. There are way too many accidents that occur on the highway. Not only is it bad for accidents it

also is bad for dry ice that causes accidents. A four lane highway would reduce the amount of accidents.

It also would help with the ice. Cars may still end up in the ditch but being in a ditch is far better than
hitting another vehicle. Thank you for listening to my concerns.

Nathan Jaenisch
PO Box 241
Ipswich, SD 57451

(605)-290-0842
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Leslie Braun

404 Chestnut Ave.

Ipswich, SD 57451
To Whom It May Concern,

I am sending this with deep concern about the need
for a 4 lane Hwy between Aberdeen arnid Mobridge and if
not the whole way, at least between Aberdeen and
Ipswich. There are at least 8 businesses along Hwy 12
between Aberdeen and Ipswich that require multiple
semi to enter and exit daily. There are new homes and
developed homes on acreage along those 20 miles. There
is the traffic from campers, boats and recreational
vehicles that travel to the camping and homes along
Mina Lake. Not to mention the many people that live
outside of Aberdeen that drive to work daily. Please look
at this with serious concern as there will be more deaths
~ if nothing will be done. |

Sincerely,

Leslie Braun

C TTER T r =
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To whom it may concern:

f commute daily on Hwy 12 from Ipswich to Aberdeen. | have many concerns on this stretch of highway.
There are many semis on this route with many grain establishments along the road. There is an awful
lot of traffic especially from 7-8 am and 5-6pm when people commute into Aberdeen for work. Many
days | see an almost head on because there is hardly ever a time one can pass a vehicle because of
oncoming traffic. There have been many deaths on this road; | sincerely believe there should be double
fanes along this stretch of highway from Aberdeen to Ipswich or possibly to Hwy 83.

It is almost impossible to make a left hand turn off of Hwy 12, my son was in an accident as the person
coming from the behind rear ended their vehicle. | dread the drive, but do not have any other
alternative if | am to have some employment.

If you think there is no need, | encourage you to drive this road during the peak hours for a few days
and then give your opinion.

Thank you for listening to the need to make this Hwy a 4 lane road. Sad how many more lives will have
to die before something is done.

Thank you,

Cheryl Vogel 426-6309
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To Whom It May Concern:
I"ve been concerned for too long and have decided it’s time to shed light on this matter.

Too many deaths have occurred on Highway 12 from Mobridge to Aberdeen, and
especially on the stretch of road between Ipswich and Mina. According to an article in
the Aberdeen American News awhile ago, “Since the start of 2010, there have been 10
fatal crashes along U.S. 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to South
Dakota Department of Public Safety data.”

It continues, “Five of those wrecks have been near Mina, claiming 11 lives, statistics
show.”

Since the building of the ethanol plant east of Ipswich, traffic has become troublesome.
Many people drive daily to work between Ipswich and Aberdeen, and the many big
trucks coming and going from that plant have made traveling hazardous. While there
have been some turning lanes added, it's not been enough to save the lives that have
been lost.

It seems that a divided highway connecting, at a minimum, Ipswich and Aberdeen is
warranted, but | would like to be assured that experts in the field would study this
problem and find the best solution. The plant west of Bowdle and it's resulting traffic
seems to be another cause for concern.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully yours, /(/Y,,MW_, W OS5~ - &F 75

3/2 Cam bt , five
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To Whom It May Concern:
I’ve been concerned for too long and have decided it’s time to shed light on this matter,

- Too many deaths have occurred on Highway 12 from Mobridge to Aberdeen, and
especiaily on the stretch of road between Ipswich and Mina. According to an article in
the Aberdeen American News awhile ago, “Since the start of 201 0, there have been 10
fatal crashes along U.S. 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to South
Dakota Department of Pybiic Safety data.” '

It continues, “Five of those wrecks have been near Mina, claiming 11 lives, statistics
show.”

Since the building of the ethanol plant east of Ipswich, traffic has become troublesome.
Many people drive daily to work between Ipswich and Aberdeen, and the many big
trucks coming and going from that piant have made traveling hazardous. While there
have been some turning lanes added, it’s not been enough to save the lives that have
been lost.

It seems that a divided highway connecting, at a minimum, Ipswich and Aberdeen is
warranted, but | would like to be assured that experts in the field would study this
problem and find the best solution. The piant west of Bowdle and it's resulting traffic
seems to be another cause for concern.,

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully yours, /57_)/ ‘j( W ~ 405 4z 4 6975
/



Deb Braun
404 Chestnut Ave.
Ipswich, SD 57451

To Whom it May Concern,

| would like to express my great concern when

driving Hwy 12 from Ipswich to Aberdeen and back again.

| truly believe that a 4 lane would help prevent some of
the horrible accidents that have happened. | have lost a
nephew, close friend, close friends grandparents and a
co-worker between Ipswich and Aberdeen. | have driven
it when the traffic is so thick that | wouldn’t think of
passing and then someone will pass 2-3 cars at a time
and | will have to get into the shoulder to avoid an
accident for them. Defensive driving is a must at all
times.

Sincerely,

Deb Braun
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01/28/2016

RE: Highway 12 Ipswich to Aberdeen
To whom it may concern,

I have lived in Ipswich my whole life. | drove to Aberdeen for years for work, and there are many challenges on
highway 12 in order to get into Aberdeen. We have 5 elevators on that 25 mile stretch, so you have constant slow
down and speed up distractions,

I' know what's it ike to be in a car for over an hour (for only 25 miles) trying to make it home on that stretch of
road. You can’t pass because of the copious amount of traffic from the other direction. It is bumper to bumper at
certain times of the day. When you get a chance to pass it seems you are either coming up to an elevator, a semi
might be pulling out of, or coming up on an approach and are unable.

I have had a cousin who was killed near Mina, May 21, 2004 (3 people died that day). They were simply sitting
waiting to turn when they were rear ended by a person not paying attention. As a result a turning lane was
installed, which helped, however now people think they can pass in that lane, the same thing happens at the Mina
turning lane.

My husband is the Fire Chief and they have seen far too many deaths and life threatening accidents for a volunteer
department to handle. It has taken a rigid toli on these responders and they have lost responders as a result.

Just a month ago, we were headed to Aberdeen and we were driving 65 miles an hour, cars were passing us like
we were standing still. Two cars passed and then a third. The third car did not see the oncoming truck until we
were all three just about in a horrific accident. Luckily the truck saw the car coming and swerved to the ditch,
Thank the Lord he did not swerve to our lane or it would have been another head on collision.

{ don’t fully blame the road | also blame the drivers on it. People are so distracted and always in a hurry. The
highway is busy with semis, commuters, in and out, fishers heading to the river, and we also have elderly people
coming from neighboring towns that are headed to doctor appointments who prefer to drive at a reduced Speed,
which is important for them, but can be problematic for other people who cannot get around them. i think
people believe it’s just a quiet straight stretch of road and then they get into a hurry or get behind someone
driving slower and frustration sets in. | have seen cars pass as many as four cars at one time when they finally get
an opening, | can’t imagine their rate of speed they must be at.

We are asking for your help in building a four lane road. We understand there Is no room for this road to be
divided but we do believe that a four lane highway would benefit this dangerous stretch of road and take some of
the frustrations and dangers away from these drivers, in hopes to lessen the rate of accidents.

Thank you for your t|me readlng this.

Sincgre y,
JeaplHuts
319 Broadway St

ipswich, SD 57451

[
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Todd Holtz
Sheriff

PO Box 303 ~ 210 2" Ave ~ Ipswich, SD 57451-0303 ~ 605-426-6262 ~ Fax 605-426-6257

Kyle Couchey
Chief Deputy

To whom it may concern,

My name is Deputy Hardison with the Edmunds County Sheriff’s Office. Since I have taken the job I
have realized how bad Highway 12 is through Edmunds County. Edmunds County employs 3 full time
Deputies, with no assistance from any other local law enforcement entity. In the year of 2015, Edmunds County
reccived 109 calls for service on bad driving complaints, 30 calls for service for possible drunk drivers, 61
arrests for driving under the influence, 59 drug related citations, 278 citations for speeding, 43 written warnings
for speeding, and over 700 verbal warnings for speeding. This is all from the work of only 3 Deputies, and with
all statistics steadily increasing.

I strongly recommend that Highway 12 be developed into a divided highway. There have been too many
deaths in recent years in this stretch of road. There can be a lot of studies done to determine the root causes of
the accidents, but a study is not necessary to determine why these accidents become fatal. The reason behind all
the fatalities we have had in recent years is because the accidents were head on collisions. The reason that we
have all of these head on collisions is because there is a high traffic, high speed area with very minimal distance
between opposing traffic.

Creating a divided highway will not eliminate accidents. We will still get reports about driving
complaints, we will still have drivers not paying attention to the road, and we will still have accidents. Creating
a divided highway however, will reduce the amount of fatal accidents from head on collisions, and no study is
necessary to realize that conclusion.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Deputy Daniel Hardison
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Ronnie L. Weinrich
12857 W. Pleasant Valley Drive
Aberdeen, SD 57401

605-216-6571

To W“hom It May Co_ncern,

| live in the Richmond Lake area, near Aberdeen, SD and drive on Hwy
12 - 5 to 6 times a week to go to work in Ipswich for work at NCFE.

Traffic is always heavy with trucks and smaller vehicles. The speed limit

is 65 M.P.H. There is 1 ethanol plant and 4 elevator or seed plants on this o

route, plus Mina Lake recreation area with 2 exits.

We have seen more and more accidents and | witnessed near accident
everyday. The death toll in the last 2 years it has at least tripled in deaths.

| have developed a phobia for fear of having an accident or seeing one.

We need to do something soon. Either it goes to four lanes, better N
markings for passing lanes, or slower speed limit. s

Sincerely,

Ronnie L. Weinrich

T
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Untitled

To whom it may concern
Why we need a 4 lane highway between Aberdeen and Ipswich.

During the last year we've had a number of fatal accidents on
Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Ipswich also during the last
year we've had a number of business's, like the Ethancl Plant
and the new North Central Farmers Co-op plus a large number of
grain bin storage facilities along the highway, thus creating
an increase of traffic between the two towns. The biggest
share of traffic is truck grain semi's. Building a 4 lane
highway would decrease many of the problems, also it would
intersect with State Highway 45 which runs north and south
across the state.

Thank You for your consideration
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January 26, 2016

To Whom It May Concern;

For several years | drove 5 days a week from Ipswich on US highway 12 to work in Aberdeen.
As the years went by the traffic became more and more. | observed several almost accidents. |
say almost because they were close calls. Many of them were at Carven Corner where trucks
turn to go to the North Central Elevator.

| now drive to Aberdeen for things like Dr. appoints which are not available in Ipswich. | would
go another way if possible.

A four lane road would make this much safer. In the past years there have been many fatalities
and many serious injuries from accidents on this highway.

In the interest of public safety, | ask you to consider making US highway 12 a four lane road
from 5 miles west of Aberdeen to Ipswich and perhaps ali the way to Mobridge.

A Concern Citizen,

Lrgplae

Sophie Leitzke
214 3" Ave.
Ipswich, SD 57451

Phone # 605-426-6426
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Untitled

To whom it may concern
Why we need a 4 lane highway between Aberdeen and Ipswich.

During the last year we've had a number of fatal accidents on
Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Ipswich also during the last
year we've had a number of business's, like the Ethanol Plant
and the new North Central Farmers Co-op plus a large number of
grain bin storage facilities along the highway, thus creating
an increase of traffic between the two towns. The biggest
share of traffic is truck grain semi's. Building a 4 lane
highway would decrease many of the problems, also it would
intersect with State Highway 45 which runs north and south
across the state.

Thank You for your consideration
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Dr. Nathan Kadlec DC
34944 145 th Street

Roscoe, SD 57471

January 28, 2016

To whom it may concern,

The contents of this letter are written for the sincere concern, safety and wellbeing of my family, friends
and fellow community members who utilize Hwy 12, specifically the portion from Ipswich, SD to
Aberdeen, SD. My business is located on Hwy 12 in Ipswich, SD and | can testify to the fact of increased
traffic use on this roadway over the past 7 years. Furthermore, the numbers of accidents both fatal and
non-fatal have increased through that same time and are reason enough to initiate intense and
deliberant discussion to make progression towards a viable solution. As one of your constituents in
District 23 | urge you to consider the safety of our fellow South Dakota residents in expansian of the
Hwy 12 into a 4 lane to minimize further tragedy.

In further, | also believe this would improve our regional economy in regards to
manufacturing/production business such as ethanol {corn and soybean), wind energy i.e. Molded
Fiberglass and our primary economy of agriculture including cattle and grain. These benefits have been
noted in the numerous communities as result of 4 lane construction from Aberdeen, SD to Interstate 29
near Summit, SD. | urge you to discuss with these citizens and constituents the results of these changes
in addition to comparison of fatal/non-fatal injuries resulting on this stretch of road in comparison to the
stretch of highway | write about today. | have no evidence to offer other than the belief that it would
effect this region similarly.

Lastly, | wish to thank you for the time in reading this letter. Please fee! free to contact me if heeded.

In Health,

/AA I

Dr. Nathan Kadlec DC
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Deborah Rolle
317 8" Street

Ipswich SD 57451

To whom it may concern,

| have been driving back and forth on highway 12 for 18 years. | was hit by a car trying to
puil out on highway 12 between busy traffic. Another time because there are so many
semi’s going both ways we stopped to let a pick up turn off the road and a semi driver
couldn’t stop so he took the shoulder of the road to pass us. If he wouldn‘t have taken
the shouider | know | would not be writing this letter today.

Highway 12 wasn't always this busy but since more elevators and ethanol plants have
been built along this highway the traffic has been horrible. This includes more traffic for
the additional people and more semi's. | have seen people who were in a crazy hurry and
couldn’t pass the convoy in front of them because of so much traffic take the shoulder of
the road to get around it

I don’t know how many more people we have to lose before there is a double lane
highway. The traffic will only get worse.

I would like to thank you in advance for your kind attention on this.
Sincerely,

Deborah Rolle

TORT AP YR
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To whom it may concern,

We would like to show our support for the proposed Hwy. 12 project to make a 4 lane
highway. We are active farmers that live south of Ipswich on Hwy. 45. Our operation
consists of a grain operation and have 4 semi's with salary based operators. With that in
mind we are in constant need of this highway in transporting seed, fertilizer and chemicals
during planting season. Mid summer it is necessary to be getting chemicals and water
transporting for spraying. The most crucial time is harvest

time. Transporting the soybeans and corn during a short window when weather is in our
favor. We haul non-stop to North Central Elevators (Sun-Tee and Craven) and also to the
Ethanol plant at Mina location. Our drivers complain of the high risk travel to and from the
grain terminals. We not only use semi's but also farm equipment is necessary to travel to get
to some of the land when gravel roads are impassable during wet springs. We also use the
highway 12 at least 2 to 3 times weekly to Aberdeen to buy groceries, supplies, church and
grandchildren’s school functions. We a seasonal lake home located at Mina Lake, so our
weekend get away is always a challenge as many other drivers are also heading to Mina Lake
and Aberdeen. We are very “alert" at all times and keeping our eye on the “other" driver.

Please consider the plead from our local families the benefit for our safety to have this a 4-
fane Highway.

Thank you.
Floyd and Bonnie Hoffman

Lance Hoffman
Ipswich, S.D.

aka: F & L Acres
Ipswich, S.D.
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January 27, 2016

To Whom #t May Concern:
in Re: US Highway 12

Please make the expansion of US Highway 12 to a 4-lane highway a priority. The amount of traffic on this road has
increased considerably over the last 30 years to the point that it has become hazardous. Below, | have listed a few
factors 1 feel have caused this increase in traffic:

Mina residents became part of the ipswich School District — this has increased the number of buses and student-driven
vehicles on the highway between Mina and Ipswich

Farms have become larger — with larger farms, comes larger equipment that has difficulty navigating smaller township
roads, increasing the number of semi-trucks and large machinery on the highway

Glacial Lakes Energy LLC Ethanol Plant — there are about 30 employees working here who travel to work on a daily basis
plus approximately 100 trucks on a daily average going to and from the plant

Farmers and farm wives —~ many farmers and farm wives have begun working off the farm to help support the farm;
many of the smaller farms rely on the medical insurance and other benefits as well as the income afforded by working in
{pswich and Aberdeen

Ipswich and Mina have become bedroom communities — in the 1980s and 1990s, many small businesses in Ipswich
closed their doors resulting in many residents from Ipswich and Mina traveling to Aberdeen for work and shopping

Recreation in South Dakota — many fishermen travel from Minnesota to Mobridge for the opportunity to fish the
Missouri River, increasing the number of vehicles towing campers and boats and a number of out-of-state hunters who
travel to Aberdeen like to hunt in Edmunds County

Healthier elderly population — 2 healthier elderly population in rural South Dakota has increased the number of drivers
who prefer to drive at a slower pace

Please consider this expansion a priority, not only for the number of people who have died traveling on Highway 12 over
the past number of years, but also for the people who survived some of these accidents with anywhere from minor to
horrific injuries that took months and even years to recover, and also for the family members who aiso suffered from
these tragedies,

Thank you for your consideration,

Sue Gay 7ipd

Bob and Sue Hoyle
821 3™ Avenue

PO Box 495
Ipswich, SD 57451
{605) 426-6711

et
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To Whom This May Concern
I hope you take this serious. We need four lanes on highway 12. To many deaths and bad

accidents have happened. This highway is a busy traveled highway. Time to fix this problem.

Daniel Bowar AL X &~
110 Cambridge Avenue

Ipswich 30
(oS- 3y0- sy
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‘To Whom This May Concern
We need four lanes on highway 12. To many deaths and bad accidents have happened. This
highway is a busy traveled highway. It's time to pay attention and listen to what the people in
lpswich and surrounding area have to say.
Brandon Bowar
110 Cambridge Avenue
Ipswich SD
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To Whom This May Concern

| believe it is time for someone to get serious and start planning on changing highway 12 into
four lanes. How many deaths and serious accidents does it take. If no one believes how busy
highway 12 is they need to come and check it out. | hope someone can work on fixing this
problem. Our family travels this highway and can be scary with the traffic and then people
can't pass and try too. It is time to do something before any more accidents happen

Debbi Bowar

110 Cambridge Avenue
lpswich SD
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To Wham # May Concern:

Fwant to take you back to May 21, 2005 for a second. At approximately 2:00 in the afternoon | walked
across the Ipswich High Schoot and received my high school dipioma. It was one of the happiest
moments | had felt in my life thus far. A day that | thought | would never forget, and only think of happy
memories, and that wonderful moment. However, that is not the case. At5:35pm | hugged my friends
Adam Rohr and Shawn Thorne for the last time, as they walked out of my graduation reception. At6:18
as they waited to make a left turn on Highway 12 at the Mina corner they were stuck from behind and
forced into oncoming traffic, and died.

On December 7% 2012 | was sitting at my desk at work and my phone rang. It was my mother; she was
asking me about my new boyfriend’s family. She didn’t know much, but she did know that two peaple
from Bowdle were in a horrible accident on Highway 12. As { hung up the phone with my mother, and
started a silent prayer, my phone rang again. As | listened on the phone to my boyfriend, now husband
Chris, cry and moan in pain,  realized how short life was, | had never had the opportunity to meet these
two wonderful people. And my children would never know their great-grandparents. Around 10:30 that
morning, Donnis and Henry Huft were driving into Aberdeen to pick up a new fridge. The first snow had
fallen but the weather was still warm, creating “slush” on the road. As they neared Mina, the driver’s
side wheel got stuck-up in the slush forcing them into oncoming traffic, they hit a delivery vehicle head
on, and died.

I think that both of these accidents could have been avoided if this road had been a four-lane. For the
last decade | have lost people on this dangerous road. My husband now drives this road on a weekly
basis for work. And each time, | ask him to take an alternate route to keep him OFF of HIGHWAY 12. As
much as | would like to avoid this road all together, I grew up in ipswich. My parents are there, my sister
lives there, and when they have things going on, My husband and ], and our two kids jump in our car and
drive Highway 12, on constant alert. ! would like to think that tomorrow | will wake up and there wili no
longer be accidents on Highway 12 but as long as this road remains a two-lane highway, there will be
accidents, and sadly deaths. | don’t want to lose any more family and friends. | don’t want more people
to feel the pain of losing family and friends on this road.

These are just two stories that have affect my life because of highway 12, but sadly there are so many
more. | ask you to get this highway a four-lane. 1ask that you put money aside and realize how priceless
a human life is. | ask you to consider the lives that could have been saved.

Sincerely,

Desiree Mehlhaff
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To whom it may concern,

I'am writing you this letter to express my feelings about Highway 12 from Aberdeen to ipswich. | believe
that this stretch of road should be a four fane highway. Three years ago, my grandparents were
traveling this road in December and were involved in a head-on collision in which they ultimately lost
both of their lives. It was a very traumatic experience and the saddest part is that there has been more
accidents since then and various families have lost their loved ones such as | have. | believe that the
outcome of these accidents could have been different if there was a median dividing the two lanes. The
accident may still have happened but the severity would not possibly have been the same.

Second, | am employed with Swanson Electric in Aberdeen, SD and | travel this stretch of road very often
to work in Ipswich and sometimes even farther west. In driving this road for the last 6 years, | have seen
Very many near miss accidents. Also, | have witnessed tons of careless driving and passing on this road
in which I have had to jam on my brakes. The reason why people drive carelessly on that road is
because it is a busy stretch of highway and there is someone who is only going 50 mph. This situation
gets dangerous every time when people go to pass this person going slower. Also, there are so many
semi’s that basically do whatever they want such as pulling out in front of vehicles going full speed
causing them to hit the brakes. If the road was a four lane, | believe it would cut down on the accidents
that have been happening so frequently and up to a decade ago. When | have to drive this road for
work | don’t even feel safe anymore and | actually have driven back roads that are gravel because | feel a
lot safer. There are multiple reasons to make this a four lane road to protect the peopie who drive it
every day so they can all make it home to their families. am a supporter of a four lane highway and
would very much like to see something done with this stretch of road.

Thanks,

7

Chris Mehlhaff
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Justin Bijtz
39435 1335t
Bath, SD 57427

January 27, 2016

Senator Corey Brown

316 S Potter St

Gettysbhurg, SD 57442

Dear Mr. Brown,

I join Dr. Kadlec in support of the expansion of Highway 12 to become a four-lane highway from
Aberdeen to Ipswich. This project will support both major safety improvements on our South Dakota
roadways, and aid in the economic expansion of rural South Dakota.

This stretch of high has been the location of numerous accidents and traffic fatalities over the years, |
can personally attest to the travesties suffered and experienced by our residents, as | have endured the
loss of a family member in 2011 on this very stretch of highway 12 near Ipswich.

As a rural South Dakota resident, | understand greatly the impact of commerce and trade that improved
transportation routes have on our state. Improving the highways has a significant impact on our focal
economy, as has the four-lane project from 1-29 to Aberdeen.

Again, | urge you to support this project fully.

Sincerely,

Justin Bitz

et oy
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Whom it May Concern,

My family & I have been personally affected by highway 12. In May of 2005 my cousin and his
friend were on their way to a graduation lunch at Mina. Their vehicle was struck from behind
while they were stopped on the highway to turn. They both were killed along with another
person in the vehicle that they were pushed into. Since then there has been countless
accidents on this highway. Some of them are people that | have never met while others were
acquaintances. Highway 12 has far more traffic on it than it ever use to. There are alsc a high
number of semis that travel that road in route to the ethanol plant & elevators. | support
changing highway 12 to a four lane highway so less tragedies occur. Thank you for taking your

time to make a change.

Respectfuflly,

Gwen Tietz
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To whom it may concern,

I'am writing in regards to Highway 12. | currently travel this road daily as | commute from Ipswich to
Aberdeen. It is a highly traveled road and the type of traffic has made it increasingly dangerous. The the
current road situation does not in my opinion meet the needs to match the growth. With growth comes
change and with the volume of trucks, large equipment, wind blades, campers and numerous stops with
addition of ethanol plant,elevators and gas station this road has proven to be fatal. | can personally say |
have witnessed too many scary situations and as you are aware there have been too many fatalities. |
hope that you take the time and resources needed to evajuate and implement an extended 4 lane road.

Thank you

Sarita Pollock
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To whom it may concern,

| am a single mother of 2 children and drive this hi-way 5 days a week for work. | have almost
been in accidents caused by trucks pulling out in front of me, people trying to pass when not
enough time to pass, people driving over in my lane, and people driving too fast on icy roads and
almost sliding into me. A four way hi-way would make my life and many others safer for us to

get back home to our families every night. This hi-way is very busy and needs a four lane.

Shelly Luond
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221 8" st.
ipswich, SD 57451
605-425-6139
January 26, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

For the past 15 years | have worked as a part-time dispatcher/jailer for the Edmunds County Sheriff’s
office. I have been on duty when several calls have come in for accidents or reports of bad driving.
Some of the bad driving complaints have been regarding incidents where people are passing on the right
hand shoulder or passing in the no passing zones. | have witnessed both of these complaints while
driving on Hwy 12 between Ipswich and Aberdeen. Just the other night | was on my way home form
Aberdeen. | was just at the end of the divided highway westbound with a car ahead of me when a
pickup came up behind me and passed myself and the car ahead of me on the solid yellow line Jno
passing zone) with an oncoming vehicle that was eastbound. These are just a few of the concerns that |
have. There are a lot of people that wll not travel on Highway7 12 anymore due to the hazards. They
will take another highway if they are from Hoven, Gettysburg or Faulkton and others will take the back
roads to avoid Highway 12.

The traffic has increased a lot in the past few years. That leads to a lot more accidents. We have more
truck traffic due to the elevators located by Highway 12. There are at least 4 of them located from
Ipswich to the divided highway in Brown County. The trucks are unable to get up to speed when they
first pull out from these elevators. As a dispatcher we are trained to do our job no matter how hard it is.
It has become increasing harder because of the many times we receive those types of calls. | have also
been on some of the ambulance calls due to being and ETMT-I. Some of those scenes are etched in your
mind forever.

| do feel one of the things that would help is a four lane highway from the end of the one in Brown
County to Highway 45 going South in Ipswich. Ideally it would be nice to have a four lane all the way to
Mobridge, but | understand that funding a project like that would be extremely expensive. Most of the
Edmunds Count accidents are from the area between Mina and Ipswich. The other area that receives
several accidents is the area between Bowdle and Selby. Your help is needed now!

Please think about these problems and concerns.

Sincerely

Gl e

Patricia Larman
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To Whom It May Concern:

I'am writing in regards for highway 12 to go from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. There have been way to
many deadly accidents on this highway than | want to remember. The first that | remember is one that
happened almost 11 years ago. That accident took the life of my young cousin, his friend and a gal from
Bowdle. It’s the worst thing that can happen to anyone. These accident that have happened not only

effect the family but friends as well as the communities.

Please do something with Highway 12 to reduce these from happening to all that it effects

Thank you for your time

e

Lisa Rye




January 29, 2016
To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing this letter regarding SD Hwy 12 and the many accidents that have taken place with
extreme consequences. Working law enforcement dispatch for the county of Edmunds has shown me
how dangerous US Hwy 12 is. There has been many lives taken due to so many accidents. | feel like US
Hwy 12 should be a lot more secure especially with so much traffic. Highway 12 is known for lots of
travelers, people commuting to work, truck drivers and so on. As a law enforcement dispatch, | have
taken many phone calls from victims who have been followed too close, passing on no passing zone,
traveling at a high rated speed and many other complaints. | have dealt with many lives that were taken
due to fata! crashes. | personally travel US Hwy 12 when i go to Aberdeen for personal situations and it
does not feel safe when there’s incoming traffic that can potentially run right up to you no matter how
professional of a drive you are.

| personally believe that something has to be done about all the accidents in particular; head on
collusion. If there’s anything that can be done to at least reduce the amount of crashes and deaths, |
would encourage you to take action. Please hear our concerns and experience and let’s make US Hwy 12
safer since it's our main traveling Hwy.

Thanks for your time,

o~ T

Jeremy Batista
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January 27, 2016

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter to voice my concern regarding the stretch of highway between Ipswich and
Aberdeen. | am a police and fire dispatcher with the Edmunds County Sheriff's Office, and have been
the dispatcher on duty during many traffic related incidents along highway 12, In 2015, our office
received over a hundred phone calls from the public complaining of bad drivers, drunk drivers, and
several vehicle crashes, including fatal car crashes, with the majority on highway 12 between Walworth-
Edmunds County line and Edmunds-Brown County line. Several of these complaints and the majority of
the crashes have occurred from County Road 45 North in the area of Craven Corner to the overpass at
Mina.
Personally, | used to travel this highway weekly, and still do occasionally. | have been the victim of being
followed too close, have been passed in no passing zones, have been passed on the right shoulder, and
have been pulled out in front of forcing me to slam on my brakes. | have witnessed semi-trucks, turning
out of the area of the ethanol plant, who have barely slowed down to make the turn onto the highway,
ignoring the stop sign completely, as well as many distracted drivers either on their cell phones or simply
not paying attention to the road.
This highway is extremely busy at times, and in my opinion is very dangerous. | feel like | am taking my
fife in my hands when traveling it. As | meet vehicles traveling in the opposite direction, | fingd myself
moving over as close to the shoulder as | possibly can and slowing my speed out of fear.
As a dispatcher and a citizen, | have heard and witnessed deputies making traffic stops on the shoulders
of this highway where traffic is very heavy. The traffic doesn’t always obey the move over law, putting
the deputies at a higher risk for being struck.

| have noticed there are no rumble stripped areas dividing the traffic lanes nor are there any on the
shoulders. The traffic lanes are sufficient in width, but with the amount of traffic, [ feel this highway
should be a four lane with a turning lane,

Thank you for your time,

Sa,vtd»ﬁn Clsprenn

Sandy Ch
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- PO Box 303 ~ 210 2™ Ave ~ Ipswich, SD 57451-0303 ~ 605-426-6262 ~ Fax 605-426-6257
Todd Holtz
Sheriff

Kyle Couchey
Chief Deputy

To Whom It May Concern:

My career in law enforcement has been set with many challenges and rewards. Everyday we face many
adversities from dealing with the public to handling vehicle related crashes. We see everything that the
general public doesn't have to deal with. I have handled a simple crash involving a animal that caused
much damage to a head on collision that took a life or multiple for that fact. The one thing about being
in law enforcement is to be prepared for the worst thing to happen when you are trying so hard to
prevent it. What I mean by that is we are on these roads every day from your local police departments
to the South Dakota Highway Patrol. Look at how we are developing as a society. Our technology in
our phones to that in our vehicles is astounding and distracting. The amount of intoxicated or drugged
drivers we have on our roadways adds to the stresses of our duties as law enforcement. It is a taxing
concern for my officers when safety is at their utmost responsibility.

In 2015, in Edmunds County, the Edmunds County Sheriff's Office gives the following data.

109 Calls for Service on Bad Driving Complaints

30 Calls for Service on Possible Intoxicated Drivers
61 Driving Under the Influence Arrests

59 Drug Related Citations

278 Speeding Citations

43 Written Warnings for Speed

702 Verbal Warnings for Speed

These numbers don't reflect the exact location on US Highway 12 or being that of Craven
Corner/CR11/US HWY 45 intersection stretching to the Brown County line which is being discussed
due to the high volume of fatalities on this portion of highway. My point to those numbers is that a
majority of them are on that portion of highway that we work so hard to keep safe. I am asking that you
as a department of our State of South Dakota come to a resolve to help us as law enforcement keep this
roadway safe. | am a firm believer that a more visible presence by law enforcement is a great deterrent
to people driving the way they do or just know that there are more of us out on the road gets peoples
attention. Is getting the help to counties to put on more law enforcement the answer? I don't know but it
couldn't hurt from my stand point. These small counties just can't afford it but maybe the state can help.
This would be a great start to helping curb bad driving.
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To Whom It May Concern:

I'travel from Ipswich to Aberdeen most everyday and | am always a little nervous about some one
crossing the center line. The road is not wide enough when you meet trucks that have over-width

or over-tength loads. Not much room for mistakes or taking your eyes off the road to watch for

deer. If the road was 4 lanes everyone including the deer would have a better chance. | don’t believe

the speéd limit needs to be increased as so many truckers pay no attention to the speed limit anyway.

Falso know of people that have found an alternative road to trave! to Aberdeen as they are afraid
to drive highway 12.

Please consider widening highway 12 and help to save lives.

Thank you,
Deloris Thares

Al —lo 07 O
Ipswich, SD

L
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January 25, 2015

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

| am writing this memo in regards to questions concerning highway 12 from Aberdeen to Mobridge in
reference to making this highway a two lane highway. My concerns are that the traffic in this section
has greatly increased in the last few years with ali the ethanol plants in the area there is much more
truck traffic and now with the beef piant in operation again there will be more trucks on the roadway. |
travel the highway Monday thru Friday and in the early morning hours from between 6:45 am to 7:00
am there are sometimes as many as 35 to 40 vehicles Boing west plus the ones going east. Also, at the
end of December | had to take my husband to the emergency room for a medical condition and | got
behind a person doing 50 mph and there was no way for me to even try to pass this vehicle with all the
traffic that was coming. When you get behind a slow moving vehicle the traffic is backed up for a long
ways and there is no way that anyone can pass a vehicle at this point and my feelings are that is why
there have been some very serious accidents that have resulted in traffic deaths in this area. | would
strongly suggest that some serious discussions are done on this matter in the near future.

Donna Brockel

605-2870-4823



January 23, 2016

RE: Hwy 12-4 Lane from Mobridge to Aberdeen
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter requesting our legislators to take a very serious look and then act
upon the crucial need to change Hwy 12 to a 4-lane highway from Mobridge to
Aberdeen. In 2015 alone, there have been 8 fatalities on this stretch of highway and in
total, 18 deaths in less than 6 years, not to mention the many critical injuries resulting
from these and other accidents on this 2-lane highway.

Hwy 12 intersects with three major highways on this 100 mile stretch: Hwy12-83 near
Selby, Hwy 12-45 at Ipswich and Hwy 12-281 at Aberdeen. This area of the state being
primarily agriculture and livestock, the traffic is increasing rapidly every year with an
average of 2400-3400 vehicles daily from Ipswich to Aberdeen and 760-1200 vehicles
daily from Mobridge to Aberdeen due to the livestock/grain hauling, and transportation
of large farm and industrial quipment.

The vehicles on this stretch consists largely of semis (many with pups) used for hauling
livestock, fuel, fertilizer, and grain, not to mention many farm tractors, combines,
sprayers and haying equipment. Other than agricultural, we have transports hauling pre-
manufactured housing, blades for wind towers, rock, gravel & cement trucks etc. in
addition to the many private passenger vehicles of medical personnel traveling to satellite
clinics at Mobridge and other communities in this area.

Highway 12 is the primary East-West transport route for 2 ethanol plants, 3 grain
terminals, 4 livestock sales barns, feedlots, a beef processing plant, wind tower blade
mfg., and manufactured housing industries located in this immediate area. You can
imagine the huge number of vehicles that travel this 100 mile stretch daily. The grave
danger that accompanies this heavy traffic on a major 2-lane highway has increasingly
worsened to critical limits. In addition to the heavy traffic, there is the danger from
wildlife crossing the highway at all times during the day. Swerving to miss a deer or
trying to pass another slow moving vehicle is virtually impossible. One also has to
contend with the sun in the morning and evening when the traffic flow is the greatest
making it more difficult to pass with the restricted visibility whereas if there were a 4
lane, this danger would be eliminated.

Aberdeen is also the shopping hub for this area which creates a substantial amount of
additional traffic. In addition, school buses are used daily to transport children to and
from school and sporting/school events throughout the year. All of this traffic
bottlenecks on this 100 mile stretch of highway from Mobridge to Aberdeen and the
situation has become extremely dangerous.
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It appears that the highways in the southern part of South Dakota are the ones getting the
major part of the transportation funding. It is time that our legislators take a hard look
and act on the dire necessity of changing Hwy 12 from Mobridge to Aberdeen to a 4-lane
highway. How many more people must be killed before action is taken? We need to pro-
act, not react regaﬁ%is critical issue. Please make this issue a priority on your
agenda this legislative y/ ar. - Thank you for addressing this issue and your kind response.

=

PO Box 607
Ipswich, SD 57451

605-848-1411
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To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend

from Aberdeen to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of the highway
has a history of many accidents and deaths. This portion of highway 12
has an increase of traffic due to the ethanol plant and and grain
elevators between Ipswich and Aberdeen which has made travel very
dangerous. Also the huge farm equipment that the farmers have and
need to use this road to get to their destination make it frightening
when traveling !

Sincerely,

o

Carol Reis
(310) 404-4213
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January 28, 2016

To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen to a four-
lane Highway. As a citizen who lives in Edmunds County and works in Brown County | am a4 to 5 day a week
minimum traveler on Highway 12. | make this trip twice a day going to and coming from work in Aberdeen at
Avera St. Luke’s Hospital. My husband and | farm just outside of Ipswich and he is also a frequent traveler on
this stretch of road. My sister and | car-pool to Aberdeen and back four days a week to Aberdeen and | have
to tell you there is a TON OF TRAFFIC on this road! Not that this should be a surprise, but with as many
fatalities as we have experienced just this fall alone it makes one wonder every day you leave the house if you
will be coming home again that night or not.

There are a variety of vehicles, including cars, pickups, trucks and trailer, semis — both doubles and singles,
fishermen, hunters, campers with pickups, boats and campers, farm equipment and machinery along with a
variety of other business vehicles and those like myself coming and going to and from Aberdeen and beyond.
In addition to the drivers of all these vehicles and more, we also have wildlife to be on the watch for. There
are many deer between ipswich and Aberdeen.

Why and how so many people have been killed on this road we will never know. Do | feel safe on this road? —
NO! Am | a cautious and observant driver, yes | am. Does this somehow protect me from harm? That answer
is unfortunately, NO, it does not. Is there a solution to this situation? | believe there is. | STONGLY believe
that a four-lane Highway west of Aberdeen would give all of traveling this road a “fighting chance”. It might
help to increase the odds that we feel like when we leave our homes we might make it back home in one
piece. Should we have to live our lives in fear each day driving this particular stretch of Highway? That answer
is simple, NO we should not!

As a taxpayer in this state of South Dakota, a resident of Edmunds County, registered voter and driver of this
Highway, | am in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen. | urge your STONG
SUPPORT of any endeavor that may make this expansion a reality!

Please feel free if you have any questions, to contact me at the address or phone listed below. If there is
anything further | can to do to assist in this effort, don’t hesitate to contact me. My home information is listed
below.

Sincerely,

Colleen Forkel

13453 357th Ave
ipswich SD 57451-6301
(605) 426-6987

—
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January 28, 2016

To whom it may concern:

and personal business. From spring until fall of the year | drive semi-trucks on the highway quite frequently to and
from the field and to the elevators.

Highway 12 sees a great number of vehicles, including cars, pickups, trucks and trailer, semis — both doubles and singles,
fishermen, hunters, campers with pickups, boats and campers, farm equipment and machinery along with a variety of
other business vehicles and those like myself coming and going to and from Aberdeen and beyond. in addition to the
number of vehicles, we aiso have an abundance of wildlife to watch for.

I feel STONGLY that at least with a four-lane Highway west of Aberdeen, we might have a chance to survive a crash.
As taxpayer in the state of South Dakota, a resident of Edmunds County, registered voter and driver on Highway 12

lam in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen. | urge your STONG SUPPORT in any
way to bring about the expansion of Highway 12 west of Aberdeen.

Please feel free to contact me at the number below if you have any questions .

Sincerely,

it ST

Lester Forkel

13453 357th Ave
Ipswich SD 57451-6301
{605) 426-6987
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Jim Stafford
14275 354" Ave.
Ipswich, SD 57451
605-380-3447

To Whom it May Coricern,

| drive Hwy 12 from Ipswich at least one time a week and at each
of those times there is always a large amount of traffic going both
directions. Itis very difficult to pass due to traffic that is coming from
the other direction. | will usually decide to just stay in the traffic and
yet someone will think that they need to be in the front of the traffic,
so passing 2-3 vehicles is what usually happens and the others are
pulling over to avoid an accident.

In the recent years there has been a growth of businesses that
have started along Hwy 12 resulting in more traffic and more people
commuting from the different towns to Aberdeen. These changes have
resulted in more traffic and more cause for accidents.

Please look at this for the betterment of the communities along
Hwy 12.

Sincerely,
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Mike Geditz |
13861 358" Ave.
Ipswich, SD 57451

To Whom It May Concern,

| am extremely concerned about the number of
deaths that have occurred on Hwy 12 between
Aberdeen and Mobridge and more between
Aberdeen and Ipsiwich. The Dept. of
Transportation needs to take a serious look at the
need for a 4 Lane. Many of the people are personal
acquaintance and are great losses to me and my
family.

Sincerel
Mike edltz_
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January 29, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in regards to the problems on Highway 12. I travel this road several times a week. | live in
[pswich and drive to Aberdeen for work. The hazards are real. There are times when | have experienced
near head on collisions because someone isn’t paying attention. People are passing in no passing zones
and not just one car, but will pass two or three at a time. | can’t imagine how fast they are traveling

when they do this.

A four lane highway would eliminate some of the problems. The slower drivers who drive the speed
limit could stay in their own lane, and the speed demons could pass safely. '

I sincerely hope you take these concerns seriously and are able to do something about them.

Sincerely,

Edith “Diane” Uttenhove

112 S. Broadway '
Ipswich, SD 57451

Phone number: 605-426- 6441
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January 29, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

' am writing due to the concerns of Highway 12. 1 live in Ipswich and go to Aberdeen quite often. 1am
also a bus driver for the Ipswich School District. | have witnessed people passing in no passing zones and
having nearly head on collisions because there is oncoming traffic in their own lanes. | have seen where
people have to pull over to the shoulder of the road due to the cars passing.

Something needs to be done and soon! There have been so many fatalities on that stretch of road.
How many more are needed before something can be done about it? A four lane highway from
Aberdeen to Ipswich Highway would be one of the many answers for you to consider.

Please help us to save lives instead of causing more fatalities or serious injuries.
Thank- you |n advance for your time and consideration in this matter.

Db Braun

Debra Braun

P O Box 531

Ipswich, 5D 57451
Phone 605-380-7079

P

R Ul



o el ot ca s aat g alh 1

To whom it may concern:

T am writing you to give you my opinion on adding a four lane highway on US 12, from west of
Aberdeen, into/through Edmunds County. With the amount of traffic on this highway, I feel the
need is real. I have traveled that road almost every weekday for over 12 years. I have
expereinced the traffic first hand. There is an abundance of semi traffic as will as farm
machinery. The Governer states that the high rate of accidents is just human error but with this
much traffic, the odds are much higher. As a former dispatcher in Edmunds County, I can attest
to number of calls we get for bad driving and accidents. It is hard to participate in the rescue or
recovery efforts of these accidents and even harder when the people involved are from your
community or a nearby community. It just seems to this untrained eye, that a four lane highway
would reduce the chances of these accidents. Please take this request into consideration. Thank

you.

Cindy Sahli
704 N. Andrew St.
Roscoe, SD 57471
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To Whom,

Something really needs to be done with this
HIGHWAY 12 from west of Aberdeen, S.D. to
Mobeidge, S.D.

As there have been so many lives taken in such a
short period of time, some have been very young
lives also....

I’'m a bus driver, I go east on highway 12 at night

there maybe times I have to set for 3 to 5 minutes, or
could be more, to get on the highway to finish my job
at night. When it’s harvest time with all the big rigs,
cars, and the little farmer, it may take longer.

The people that drive this road drive way beyond
the limits, talking on phones, or TEXTING on there
phone, then you got the ones that drive way to slow,
the ones that WON’T turn there lights on so you can
see them coming, the ones that pass in a “NO
PASSING ZONE¥, or “INTERSECTION”... They
do it cause I’ve seen it..

I live in Ipswich and I’m to the point that I hate
going to Aberdeen as you don’t know what may

- happen to you...

\

I’m hoping that someone will get us a nice 4 lane
highway here so all can make it home save at night.

SCYs7-000]

(06~ B 80-G763



To Whom:

One other thing I’d like to bring up. If
someone would get on the DRUG problem
in this town that might help, I’m sure one of
the accidents had to do with drugs, as the
one person was behind me in line at the
store about an hour before it all happened.
One may have been medical problem, if
there had been two lanes going, they may

only have hurt themselves not someone else.

I may go the expect 5 miles to stay off
highway 12 tell something is done.

DUt oS
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To Whom:

I work in Aberdeen 5 to 6 days a week, so I travel
the road a lot, I have to watch out for me and just
hope that other person will get by me okey with NO
problems. I also live right by Highway 12 in Ipswich
some of them cars/ trucks go faster then 30 M.P.H.
thro town, people need to slow down. We got kids
that have to cross this highway to get to school, there
are people crossing lights that flash but NOT many
people STOP to let the kids/people cross.

I think someone need to really look at putting a 4
lane road form Aberdeen to Ipswich or beyond. There
has been so many uncalled accident from the M
Station corner to the first road that goes north-south
in Ipswich. That comes to 22 where people have lost
there life, then you got 3 where they have gotten hurt
very bad.

What would you do if this was one of your family

‘Thanks,
Mifers2 oo
PO By 92

TpSwmith S,
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lanuary 29, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

Highway 12 is very dangerous road between ipswich and the divided highway west of Aberdeen. There
have been so many dangerous accidents and fatalities on this stretch of road. | have witnessed some of
the near accidents of people passing in the no passing zones. Some of them will even pass on the
shoulder of the road.

How many fatalities do we need before something can be done about it? What is needed is a four lane
highway due to the increased traffic and truck traffic. The truckers are unable to get up to full speed
and then they have a string of cars behind them, which therefore causes people wanting to pass, and
they will pass in an unsafe condition. it seems that in day and age everyone is in a big hurry!

Please take these concerns seriously and something needs to be done now.

Sincerely,

James Uttenhove WW
112 S. Broadway

Ipswich, SD 57451
Phone # 605-426-6441



January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

Iam writing in Support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge op highway 2. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and hag had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 hag increased

traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevatorg between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangeroys.

Your Support is necessary to make highway |2 a four Jane highway to make it g
- safer. Your Support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

SF{M |
by 3\ 769 Elm S\/
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, Q&Lfr\, /Z@bt:é\y’\;
G X (53
Faulkbon <0
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

Your support is niecessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated,

Sincerely, %’* m
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

traffic due to the ethano] plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerouys, *

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it 5
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated,

Sincerely, % v 4;}@0 W/ |
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

Tam Wwriting in SUpport of a four lane hj
to Mobridge on highway 12, This stret
-Jangerous and hag had muitiple accid
traffic due 1o the ethang]
Aberdsen which has i

ghway that wonld extend from Aberdeen
ch of road has 4 history of being very

ents and degihg, Highway 12 has increased
plant and grain elevators between Ipswich ang
de trave] extremely dangerq Lis.

Sincerely,
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January 23,2016

I am writip g in support of a four Iane'highWay that wayid €xlend from Aberdeen
to Mobridse on highway 12, This stretch of ] i

dangerous and has had multiple
tratlic due to the ethano] plant ap
Aberdeen which has made travej

Your supporr ig Necessary to make highway 12 5 Tour lape highway to make it 5
safer. Your SUpport is greatly apprecigtod.

Since
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Jamoary 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

;fiur support ig DeCessary to make highway
ater. Your SUpPpaIt is greatfy apprecigted

Sincerely, / % ‘OWM‘“
"4 (ﬁ 5 [r sT
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traftic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, W M ,

Michpe| Hummerets
Po Rox B8
poswich £0 ST
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Januvary 23, 2016

To whom it may concem,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangetous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made trave] extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Josie. Oftenheve
U1 Qe OE
Aoecdeen 9D 3740
O -Qlol - Y3HY
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated,

Sincerely,
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincepely,

(s @wf \Serdzch
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths, Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, (5 e bdLP ) fobry @ ' //

T pswich gopel 57451
s lss—-R L 3G L)1



January 23, 2016 ,
To whom it may concern,

I'am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, T dd S A, Schom é‘”‘? |
bt 579
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January 23, 2016 !_‘
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, |
/2” “ //g//;;?c?oéi
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

K{’lt)’.‘#\ /4 cen de mS
Vil M | 5D 575/
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I'am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, Ljﬂu ’\_O&ﬂaﬂ/\ .

Lu M @’MW |
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

Your support is neéessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make jt a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated. .

Sincerely,

| , , » | - 4
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a foyr lane highway to make it a
safer. Your Support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated,

Sincerely, g@w it

908 st dgon Street
fautkipy s 574358
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January 23, 2016 -

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane hi'ghway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated. ' :

Sincerely,

Fox Y23
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in Support of a four lane highway that wo

to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has

dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths

tratfic due to the ethanol plant
Aberdeen which has made trav

Your support is necessary to mak

el extremely dangerou

safer. Your Support is greatly appreciated.

~ Sincerely,

and grain elevators bet
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I'am writing in Support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch ofroad has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethano] plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made trave] extremely dangerous.

Your support is rneceésary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it 3
safer. Your Support is greatly appreciated.
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January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethano] plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made trave] extremely dangerous,

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your Support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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January 23, 2014

To Whom it may concern:

I am writing in support of g 4 lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen io
Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very dangerous
and has had muliiple accidents and deafhs; Highway 12 has increased traffic due to
the ethanol plant, and grain elevators between Ipswich and Aberdeen which has

made travel more dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway and it will be greaily
appreciated.

Sincerely,
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January 23, 2016

To Whom it may concermn:

I am writing in support of a 4 lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen to
Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very dangerous
and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has Encreos.ed traffic due to
the ethanol plant, and grain elevators between Ipswich and Aberdeen which has

made travel more dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway and it will be greatly

appreciated.
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I 'am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

3 oxe.‘?i/ w?_\
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To whom it may concern;:

I would appreciate someone looking into the situation with Highway 12 from
Aberdeen to at least Bowdle, SD. A four lane highway would be most beneficial
for fewer accidents because of all the travel that takes place on this highway.

Thank you for your timel

A concerned citizen,

Becky Randall

238 West Lake Drive
Mina, SD 57451
(605} 216-8429
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January 27, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing regarding the problems that are on Hwy 12 between Ipswich and

Aberdeen. Ilive in Ipswich and work in Aberdeen 6 days a week. Some of the problems that |
personally have seen are that some people think they have to be the leader in traffic. They wili pass in a
no passing zone, with cars coming from the opposite way. This is not only dangerous to themselves but
also to the parties that they are passing. | believe in doing the speed limit but apparently that isn’t fast
enough for them.

I know a lot of the accidents are probably contributed to human error, but a four lane highway from
Aberdeen to Ipswich Highway 45 South would help to eliminate some of the problems. Actually ali
accidents are considered to be human error. How many more citizens have to give up their lives for
human error on someone’s behalf? There is aiways a lot of truck traffic due to the 5 elevators located
close to Highway 12. This doesn’t help with the speed demons either because the trucks cannot get up
to their speed that fast, especially if they are loaded with grain or even the cattle trucks. A four lane
highway would let the truckers be in the right hand lane and the other people could pass them safely.

I sincerely hope you can take these concerns seriously.

Si&elv,
o S %”W——

Ron Larman

221 8" st.

Ipswich, S0 57451
Phone # 605-426-6139
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To whom it may concern,

Hello, my name is Bret. | work for Dakota Doors in
Aberdeen. I've had to travel highway 12 many many times
for work and i can't even count how many close calls I've
had and also seen on that dangerous stretch of road. |
drive an f-350 dually with a tool box and ladder racks and
it takes up my entire lane with little room to spare.
Whenever i see anything bigger than a mini van
approaching me | have to ride the ripple strips just so |
have enough room in case the other vehicle veers. So
many times my co-workers and | have discussed how
dangerous this road is; grain bins with semis constantly
coming and going, daily commuters trying to pass slower
cars, the fact that it's a major shipping route, these are
more than enough reasons to widen that road. The fact
that lives are constantly lost on it should be all that is
needed to be said. | lost my friend and former boss there
all to recently. He was on his way to work the last night
that his restaurant was open for the season. When |
talked to him about it he was so excited, | told him that |
would like to come in and try out his special for the night.
Unfortunately | didn't make it. | found out two days later
that he didn't either. How many more people must die?
What is the price of a life and who gets to make that
decision? This is America where we take care of our own
at any cost. The right choice is obvious, it's time that
someone makes it.

Bret Feickert
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Dear Senator Brown,

Please do whatever you can to make the highway from
Aberdeen to Ipswich a four lane highway. There have been
way too many precious lives lost on this highway, and a lot of
near fatal losses. My parents were in a near fatal head on |
collision on Highway 12 on 9-27-13. Amazingly there were no
fatalities. All 3 people involved will have life long injuries that
they will have struggle with. I'm including attached photos of
my parents vehicle. At point of impact they were going
64mph and the other driver was going 69mph. It's very sad
to continually hear of fatal and near fatal accidents that
happen on the stretch of Highway 12 from Aberdeen to
Ipswich. How many lives have to be taken before a change
will be made?

Sincerely,

Wendy Kirkham
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February 6, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing regarding Highway 12. There have been so many accidents and fatalities in the past few
years. | was on the Ipswich Fire Dept. for 10 years. The whole time that | was on the fire department,
there had only been 2 accidents. | understand a lot of the problems now are human error, but | feel that
a four lane highway from Aberdeen to at least Ipswich would eliminate most of the accidents. Car and
truck traffic has increased dramatically over the past 5 years. Increase of truck traffic is due to the 5
elevators that are located close to Highway 12. A couple of them have turn lanes, but the problem with
those are that people continue to pass on the solid yellow line while the truckers are starting to slow
down. This presents a problem to the oncoming traffic because they aren’t sure what they are going to
do. This is especially true by the Ethanol plant by Mina.

Please take these points into consideration and start doing the plans for a four lane Highway before
there are any more fatalities or serious accidents.

[/ A

Sincerely,

.
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February 3, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

| own a business and have to make deliveries all over the country. The worst highway to travel is
Highway 12 from Aberdeen to Ipswich. It seems like everyone is in a big hurry to get someplace and
safety issues are going by the wayside. People are passing slower vehicles in no passing zones. | have
witnessed where someone passed a trucker by the Ethanol plant in a no passing zone. When the trucker
sounded his air horn at him, he pulled directly in front of the trucker and hit his brakes so that the
trucker had to hit his brakes in order to avoid a collision. After he hit his brakes the driver of the car
opened his window and flipped him off. There is no excuse for such behavior! | have seen people pass
on the shoulder of the road too. This is a danger for everyone involved.

There have been so many accidents with near fatalities and several fatalities on that stretch of road.
How many deaths do we need before something can be done? | believe that a four lane highway would
be an excellent answer. | understand these things take time but | would encourage you to expedite
these proceedings, before more lives are lost. | also realize that the accidents are considered as human
error but if there is a solution to the problem, don’t you think something should be done as soon as

possible?

Thank you for taking the time to address this problem.

Sincerely,

Donnie Luond

Family Pride Processing

19 Main Street

Ipswich, SD 57451
Telephone # 605-426-6343
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February 3, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

reality that is never going to happen since éveryone is in such a big hurry.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.
Sincerely,

Nik Luond

Family Pride Meats

19 Main St

Ipswich, SD 57451
Phone # 605-426-5343

poﬂﬂfﬂ /k L L one\



e oalbie il tmnscaldl ol

February 3, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

I'm writing in regards to the problems with Highway 12 from Aberdeen to at least Ipswich. Ideally it
would be nice to have a four lane all the way to Mobridge, but probably not very practical at this time.
Instead of going all the way to Mobridge | would appreciate if you would consider a four lane from
Aberdeen to at least Ipswich. There have been so many accidents and fatalities on Highway 12. How
any more is needed before something can be done?

| know that the traffic has increased a lot over the past few years. It seems like most of the kids from
Mina and the surrounding farm areas have to drive a vehicle to school. Then there is the issue of
increased truck traffic. There are 4 elevators located between Aberdeen and Ipswich, and the Ethanoli
plant at Mina. When these truckers pull out onto the highway they are unable to get up to the speed
limit right away. This causes traffic to back up behind them. Sometimes people are unable to pass due
to oncoming traffic and others are afraid to pass due to the numerous accidents that have happened.
Some of the elderly drive a little slower that others also causing traffic to back up behind them. If there
was a four lane from Ipswich to Aberdeen it would alleviate a lot of the traffic back up. It also would
help with people being able to get around the truckers.

I sincerely hope that these items will be taken into consideration.

Sincerely,

Doug Flute
POBox 421
Ipswich, SD 57451



February 3, 2016
To Whom It May Concern;

| work part-time for the Ipswich Ambulance Service. | have seen firsthand some of the horrific accidents
that have occurred o Highway 12. These images remain with you forever. Some of these images could
have been erased from my mind just by having a four lane highway. Most of the head on collisions
could have been avoided by having the four lane highway from Aberdeen to Ipswich. People are
distracted these days either by the radio, cell phones or just looking around because they are bored. It
is so easy to cross that center line while being distracted.

I am so hoping that you will please consider the proposal for the four lane highway from Aberdeen to at
least Highway 45 south in Ipswich. This would help alleviate some of the congestion caused by the
numerous truckers and cars on the road.

Thank you for considering this problem.

Sincerely,

Matt Braun
i P O Box 531
Ipswich, SD 5741
Phone # 605-380-3959
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February 2, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

I live in Aberdeen and grew up in Ipswich. My parents still live in Ipswich. | am writing to let you know
the dangers of Highway 12. | hate driving on that road due to all the hazards on the road. | know that a
lot of the dangers are human error. A four lane highway would help eliminate some the dangers that |

have seen.

Some of the things that | have witnessed are people passing in no passing zones in order to get around
people that are going slower. Trucks have increased on this road and it makes it difficult to get around
them when they first pull out from the numerous elevators along that road.

Again | would encourage you to please consider a four lane highway from Aberdeen to at least Ipswich.
Ideally a four fane would be great at least all the way west to Selby or Mobridge.

Thank you for considering this issue.

Sincerely

; ‘& W
April Larman

324 N. 4" st.

Aberdeen, SD 57401
Telephone # 605-216-4739
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February 2. 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you as the previous sheriff of Edmunds County. My concerns are the increase in cars and
truck traffic. There have been so many accidents, with serious injuries or fatalities within the past few
years. A four lane highway would eliminate some of the problems that are being caused by people
passing in the no passing zones or even passing on the shoulder of the roads. That way if someone
didn’t want to drive as fast as the others, he could be passed safely. When the truckers pull out from
the various elevators located along highway 12 they are unable to get up to speed right away due to
their heavy loads, there are usually anywhere from 5 — 10 cars behind them that are unable to pass due
to the heavy oncoming traffic.

I sincerely hope that you take this into consideration and start the plans for a four lane highway. How
many more lives have to be lost before something can be done.

Sincerely,

o{;w’( Brone
Lenny Braun

P OBox531

Ipswich, SD 57451

Telephone # 605-380-9312
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January 29, 2016

To Whom It may Concern.

I am writing to request that improvements to U S Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Ipswich be
considered. There has been a tremendous increase in Agricultural industry along the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railroad. There are two ethanol plants and two grain terminals that are being fed by
grain trains daily. The products and by products are then shipped out by rail or truck. This increased
traffic and the size of the trucks create additional chaflenges for ail traffic on U S Highway 12.

Extending the four lane section of the highway west of Aberdeen to Ipswich would be a start to relieving
the probiems on this major commercial transportation link to western South Dakota.

Thank you for your consideration,

Don and Diane Hoyle
208 9" Street

Ipswich , South Dakota

Y
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January 28, 2016

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

RE: Highway 12 West of Aberdeen-IT NEEDS TO BE A FOUR LANE

As you may know that there have been more accidents occurring on
west Highway 12 to Aberdeen. There are many people who live in
the small towns on west Highway 12 that travel to Aberdeen to
work, shop, and etc., You add in the factor of the different
elevators and ethanol plants that are located in that area and
you should be able to see why there are the accidents.

Please help make west Highway 12 a safer road by changing it to
a four lane.

Thank you,

m and Sharon Englef
PO Box 678, Ipswich, SD 57451 (605/426-6116)



January 28, 2016

To whom it may concern,

i am writing to express my concerns about safety on Hwy 12 from Aberdeen to
Ipswich, SD. Traffic is becoming busier. There are 4 elevator/bin sites between
Mina and Ipswich (about 11-12 miles): Glacial Lakes Energy, Craven, Sun T
elevators and Sylte Terminals. Semi traffic has increased, especially during
harvest season.

As most everyone is aware, there have been an increasing number of accidents
and fatalities on that stretch of road.

Driving home from Aberdeen one Thursday evening in November, | noticed more
traffic as | was coming over the overpass by Mina at 5:20 p.m. | decided to count
the oncoming vehicles. From the corner of Glacial Lakes Energy to Craven
Corner (a span of about 6-7 miles) | counted 46 vehicles. | continued to count
from Craven Comner to the Ipswich city limits (5 miles) and added 25 more
vehicles.

When traffic is that busy there is no way to even consider passing vehicles. |
have encountered vehicles driving no more that 50 mph and have been unable to
pass due to oncoming traffic. Besides safety issues it is requiring more time to
get to a destination.

I hope you will consider alternative solutions on that stretch of Hwy 12.
Thank you.

Joan Torrence

603 11" Street

PO Box 403

Ipswich, SD 57451

(605) 426-6247
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To Whom It May Concern:

| am concerned with the volume of traffic on Hwy 12 west of Aberdeen through Ipswich. My
observation has been that during the spring, summer and fall, the traffic seems to quadruple with all the
fishing, hunting and tourism traffic. Also, the increase in truck traffic with all the grain terminais that
have popped up along Hwy 12 has made 3 significant impact on traffic and traffic flow. Sometimes it
makes passing slower traffic difficult and people become impatient which creates dangerous driving
conditions. | would urge you to consider the continuation of the 4 lane Hi-way from west of Aberdeen
to Ipswich.

Hank Baker

Tt o

PO Box 235
Ipswich, SD 57451

605-228-9675
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To whom it may concern:

US Highway 12 from S miles west of Aberdeen to Ipawich has seen a large increase in traffic. There
has been an increase in trucks hauling grain to and from the grain terminals along the route as well as
the ethanol plant located at Mina,

This increase in trucks as well as the increase in people commuting to and from work has made the
road both dangerous and frustrating to drive. There are times that you are stuck behind a slower
moving vehicle and am unable to safely pass it.

South Dakota Wheat Growers, North Central Farmers Elevator, Glacial Lakes Ethanol, Ag products
and seed companies, and numerous private grain storage sites have all been developed on this stretch
of highway, increasing the traffic and the traffic turning onto and off of the highway. Just the amount
of truck traffic delivering grain to and taking away byproducts at the ethanol plant is a mind staggering
number of over 20,000 trucks a year.

US highway 12 between Aberdeen and Summit was turned into a four lane highway and we believe
that it has greatly increased the safety and willingness to travel that stretch of road. It has been in the
news that the Andover curves on that stretch is dangerous, we would submit that the curves were not
much of a problem unti! there was a large grain terminal placed along it. This increased the truck traffic
as well as increased the visual distraction to drivers.

This is why we would like to see the completion of a 4 lane highway on US Highway 12 west of
Aberdeen.

W ‘P.é%/ é’”‘””“
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Subject: Safety issues on US Hwy 12 west of Aberdeen

F'am writing to request that funding be appropriated for the creation of a 4-lane hi-way between
Aberdeen and Ipswich for safety reasons. That stretch of hi-way has a tremendous amount of traffic.
When the hi-way was designed, the amount of traffic it saw was only a fraction of what it is today.
Today, that hi-way is carrying students to and from school, wind tower traffic, ethanol plant traffic,
manufactured housing and oil patch traffic, a constant flow of traffic to and from the Missouri river for
camping and fishing, and soon will add traffic to and from the new beef plant in Aberdeen. Add to all
that traffic, the eiderly people who drive to and from Aberdeen for shopping and medical appointments
from Leola, Long Lake, Eureka, Roscoe, Bowdle, Hosmer, Faulkton, Cresbard and 'pswich, who drive that
stretch of road at 45-55mph (which is understandably their comfort level), you have created an extreme
safety issue. Truckers and other drivers become impatient. Due to the curves and hills on this stretch of
hi-way it is nearly impossible to pass vehicles that are going well below the speed limit. When people
try to pass, it is often done in an unsafe manner.

One day last winter on my way from Ipswich to Aberdeen, | personally counted 57 vehicles in the
oncoming lane in the first 5 miles east of Ipswich. | haven’t been able to find anyone who can/will give
me traffic study numbers between Aberdeen and Ipswich so | can’t know what the traffic is in a 24 hour
period. | can only relate what | witness as a frequent traveler on that hi-way. | know the traffic is
considerably increased in the summer. | am confident that there is equai, if not more, traffic between
Ipswich and Aberdeen than there is between Groton and 1-29. Hi-way 12 from Mina to Ipswich has 1Q
“Why Die” signs on it and that does not include the 6 deaths that occurred in the last 3 months. That is
12 miles of hi-way with 16 deaths! How many people have to die on that stretch of road before the

state acts to improve the situation? | realize that turning lanes have been added recently in the area
but, it doesn’t seem to make much difference in the traffic flow.

Now, ideally, we would have a 4-lane hi-way all the way from Aberdeen to Mobridge. It makes sense for
safety and tourism reasons. We have to start somewhere, | think starting the process between
Aberdeen and Ipswich is an absolute necessary first step for safety reasons.

I have contacted the offices of Kristi Noem, Mike Rounds and John Thune requesting their help for
federal funding regarding the expansion of Hi-way 12. They all say it is up to the state to decide where
the money gets spent. This project needs to be a priority for safety reasons!

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Time is of the essence to save lives.
otte Baker bakersd@midco.net

Dhictiss 2 hpn

PO Box 235

Ipswich, SD 57451

605-426-6103
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Diane Torigian
2005 N Jay St
Aberdeen, SD 57401

To whom it may concern:

[live in Aberdeen and make several trips west of Aberdeen on Highway
12. 1 am writing this letter because Highway 12 from Aberdeen to
Mobridge is a very dangerous two lane road and there have been
many, many fatal accidents on this road. These accidents may have
been prevented if the highway was a four lane vs a two lane road,

It would benefit South Dakota travelers greatly if this was a four lane
highway west of Aberdeen.

The four lane highway East of Aberdeen to I-29 was one of the best
things that could have happened for South Dakota travelers. It would
be nice to see the same going west of Aberdeen also.

Sincerely,

(i) I

Diane J. Torigian
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Amber Odde
37998 126 st
Aberdeen, SD 57401

To whom it may concern:

| am a citizen of Aberdeen who uses US Hwy 12 almost every weekend for travel. One of the most
dangerous stretches of this Hwy is from Aberdeen going west. This part of the highway is very unsafe. |
personally know several people who have been invoived in traffic collisions on this part of the highway
who have suffered either serious injury or death. | persanally try to avoid this section every time | have
to travel that direction.

For South Dakota travelers, one of the best things that happened is the four lane road on HWY 12 from
I-29 to Aberdeen. That has made traveling that direction a ot more safe. | am concerned for the safety
of people who have to travel that section of Hwy 12 west of Aberdeen to Mobridge every day.

I believe that the Hwy should be 4 way all the way to Mobridge.

Concerned Citizen,

(vloer - Delide_

Amber L Odde



Joshua Bowen
12931 [ronwood Dr.

Aberdeen, SD 57401

To whom it may concern;

| am citizen of Aberdeen that does travel frequently through our state. One of the most dangerous
locations is on HWY 12 from Aberdeen to Mobridge. On a daily bases there is a lot of traffic on this
road that makes it unsafe to travel.

For South Dakota travelers, one of best things that happened is the four lane road on HWY 12 from |-29
to Aberdeen. That has made traveling that direction a lot more safe. | am concerned for the safety of
the people living in ipswich and the people traveling on HWY 12 from Aberdeen to Mobridge.

Concerned Citizen,

%J ﬁ%'w

Joshua P. Bowen
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths, Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Wl
WrJ)M | I&LLX
§00 £ D g
70, oy 35/

Los~ 216 300

/\;9 IK/YO )L{u//j j@/ifs o
Dicoine Uenhove
B pﬁywe ' Fﬁt Jm& T)q@ 5 -0 /er.,o hﬂ j e 7 )20

yb‘i;ﬁff‘(.



e liiiad el

January 23, 2016

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has g history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths, Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and griin elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer. Your support is greatly appreciated,

" Sincerely, M

@\orh(& %CLW\&V\
SINUNCIRE US|

IR FERT 7



e i el

January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, _
c‘:?, = ey .
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths, Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Shelly Roth
Sh Pothe
&05 - Q,%Ow 5?7 7
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January 23, 2016
To whom it may concern,

I'am writing in support of a four lane highway that would extend from Aberdeen
to Mobridge on highway 12. This stretch of road has a history of being very
dangerous and has had multiple accidents and deaths. Highway 12 has increased
traffic due to the ethanol plant and grain elevators between Ipswich and
Aberdeen which has made travel extremely dangerous.

Your support is necessary to make highway 12 a four lane highway to make it a
safer thruway. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Dale Ravin |
EDSNRECT | o
Po Brex 3
__I_PSLUIJ\, S 57451

(05 -290-)75 1



RECEIVED
FEB 19 2016

SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION
February 16, 2016

Office of Planning and Program
Long Range Plan SDDOT

700 E. Broadway Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

RE: Hwy 12-4 Lane from Mobridge to Aberdeen
Dear Corey:

I am writing this letter requesting our legislators to take a very serious look and then act
upon the crucial need to change Hwy 12 to a 4-lane highway from Mobridge to
Aberdeen. In 2015 alone, there have been 8 fatalities on this stretch of highway and in
total, 18 deaths in less than 6 years, not to mention the many critical injuries resulting
from these and other accidents on this 2-lane highway.

Hwy 12 intersects with three major highways on this 100 mile stretch: Hwy12-83 near
Selby, Hwy 12-45 at Ipswich and Hwy 12-281 at Aberdeen. This area of the state being
primarily agriculture and livestock, the traffic is increasing rapidly every ycar with an
average of 2400-3400 vehicles daily from Ipswich to Aberdeen and 760-1200 vehicles
daily from Mobridge to Aberdeen due to the livestock/grain hauling, and transportation
of large farm and industrial equipment.

The vehicles on this stretch consists largely of semis (many with pups) used for hauling
livestock, fuel, fertilizer, and grain, not to mention many farm tractors, combines,
sprayers and haying equipment. Other than agricultural, we have transports hauling pre-
manufactured housing, blades for wind towers, rock, gravel & cement trucks etc. in
addition to the many private passenger vehicles of medical personnel traveling to satellite
clinics at Mobridge and other communities in this area.

Highway 12 is the primary East-West transport route for 2 ethanol plants, 3 grain
terminals, 4 livestock sales barns, feedlots, a beef processing plant, wind tower blade
mfg., and manufactured housing industries located in this immediate area. You can
imagine the huge number of vehicles that travel this 100 mile stretch daily. The grave
danger that accompanics this heavy traffic on a major 2-lane highway has increasingly
worsened to critical limits. In addition to the heavy traffic, there is the danger from
wildlife crossing the highway at all times during the day. Swerving to miss a deer or
trying to pass another slow moving vehicle is virtually impossible. One also has to
contend with the sun in the morning and evening when the traffic flow is the greatest
making it more difficult to pass with the restricted visibility whereas if there were a 4
lane, this danger would be eliminated.



Aberdeen is also the shopping hub for this area which creates a substantial amount of
additional traffic. In addition, school buses are used daily to transport children to and
from school and sporting/school events throughout the year. All of this traffic
bottlenecks on this 100 mile stretch of highway from Mobridge to Aberdeen and the
situation has become extremely dangerous.

It appears that the highways in the southern part of South Dakota are the ones getting the
major part of the transportation funding. Tt is time that our legislators take a hard look
and act on the dire necessity of changing Hwy 12 from Mobridge to Aberdeen to a 4-lane
highway. How many more people must be killed before action is taken? We need to pro-
act, not react regarding this critical issue. Please make this issue a priority on your
isIegislative year. Thank you for addressing this issue and your kind responsc.

Lox\"retta Jangul y
PO Box 607 i__/”
Ipswich, SD 57451

605-848-1411






From: Behm. Michael

To: Voeltz, Dave
Subject: FW: Hwy 12 W of Aberdeen
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2016 4:54:13 PM

From: Kay Daly [mailto:brandtfm@nvc.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 4:38 PM
To: Behm, Michael

Subject: Hwy 12 W of Aberdeen

Was reading the Aberdeen News about what will be done west of Aberdeen on that road. | noticed
that nothing was said about the shoulder. Coming back this winter from snowmobiling with a trailer
we had to make an emergency stop and pull off the road on the shoulder in that stretch when the
trailer pin broke. It was very difficult to do with traffic and trucks speeding by so close. There was
not enough shoulder to properly pull off a safe distance.

Please add this comment to that section of road please.

Kay Daly, Groton, SD


mailto:/O=SD/OU=CENTRAL/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MICHAEL.BEAM
mailto:Dave.Voeltz@state.sd.us

July 10, 2016

To whom it may concern:

| am writing this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen to a four-lane
highway. As a citizen who lives and farms in Edmunds County | make frequent trips to and from Aberdeen for farm

and personal business. From spring until fall of the year | drive semi-trucks on the highway quite frequently to and
from the field and to the elevators.

Highway 12 sees a great number of vehicles, including cars, pickups, trucks and trailer, semis — both doubles and singles,
fishermen, hunters, campers with pickups, boats and campers, farm equipment and machinery along with a variety of
other business vehicles and those like myself coming and going to and from Aberdeen and beyond. In addition to the
number of vehicles, we also have an abundance of wildlife to watch for. Another area that has seen several “near miss”
crashes is Hwy12 W and 357th Ave just % mile west of Ipswich. This corner is where we turn to come to our farm and it
is just after the 45mph speed limit goes to 65. Invariably truck traffic as well as others have already hit the 65mph mark
and are not happy with someone making them slow down for a signaled left hand turn from Hwy. 12 after they have just
gotten their speed up to 65 mph or close to 65mph. On more than one occasion there has been traffic that has passed
on the right hand side rather than waiting for me to make that left hand turn to go south to my home.

| feel STONGLY that at least with a four-lane Highway west of Aberdeen we might have a chance to survive a crash.
As taxpayer in the state of South Dakota, a resident of Edmunds County, registered voter and driver on Highway 12

| am in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen. | urge your STONG SUPPORT in any
way to bring about the expansion of Highway 12 west of Aberdeen.

Please feel free to contact me at the number below if you have any questions .

Sincerely,
Lester Jonkel

Lester Forkel

13453 357th Ave
Ipswich SD 57451-6301
(605) 426-6987



July 10, 2016

To whom it may concern:

| am writing this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen to a four-lane
Highway. As a citizen who lives in Edmunds County and works in Brown County | am a 4 to 5 day a week minimum

traveler on Highway 12. | make this trip twice a day going to and coming from work in Aberdeen at Avera St. Luke’s
Hospital. My husband and | farm just outside of Ipswich and he is also a frequent traveler on this stretch of road. My
sister and | car-pool to Aberdeen and back four days a week to Aberdeen and | have to tell you there is a TON OF
TRAFFIC on this road! Not that this should be a surprise, but with as many fatalities as we have experienced just this fall
alone it makes one wonder every day you leave the house if you will be coming home again that night or not.

There are a variety of vehicles, including cars, pickups, trucks and trailer, semis — both doubles and singles, fishermen,
hunters, campers with pickups, boats and campers, farm equipment and machinery along with a variety of other
business vehicles and those like myself coming and going to and from Aberdeen and beyond. In addition to the drivers
of all these vehicles and more, we also have wildlife to be on the watch for. There are many deer between lpswich and
Aberdeen. Another area that has seen several “near miss” crashes is Hwy12 W and 357th Ave just % mile west of
Ipswich. This corner is where we turn to come to our farm and it is just after the 45mph speed limit goes to 65.
Invariably truck traffic as well as others have already hit the 65mph mark and are not happy with someone making them
slow down for a signaled left hand turn from Hwy. 12 after they have just gotten their speed up to 65 mph or close to
65mph. On more than one occasion there has been traffic that has passed on the right hand side rather than waiting for
me to make that left hand turn to go south to my home.

Why and how so many people have been killed on this road we will never know. Do | feel safe on this road? — NO! Am |
a cautious and observant driver, yes | am. Does this somehow protect me from harm? That answer is unfortunately, NO,
it does not. Is there a solution to this situation? | believe there is. | STONGLY believe that a four-lane Highway west of
Aberdeen would give all of traveling this road a “fighting chance”. It might help to increase the odds that we feel like
when we leave our homes we might make it back home in one piece. Should we have to live our lives in fear each day
driving this particular stretch of Highway? That answer is simple, NO we should not!

As a taxpayer in this state of South Dakota, a resident of Edmunds County, registered voter and driver of this Highway, |
am in STRONG SUPPORT of the expansion of U.S. Highway 12 west of Aberdeen. | urge your STONG SUPPORT of any
endeavor that may make this expansion a reality!

Please feel free if you have any questions, to contact me at the address or phone listed below. If there is anything
further | can to do to assist in this effort, don’t hesitate to contact me. My home information is listed below.

Sincerely,

Gotteonn Fonteet

Colleen Forkel

13453 357th Ave
Ipswich SD 57451-6301
(605) 426-6987



Voeltz, Dave

From: Pat Larman <ron_patlarman@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 4:14 PM

To: Voeltz, Dave; Bergquist, Darin; Jundt, Joel

Subject: TENTATIVE 2017-2020 SDDOT STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT

PROGRAM (STIP)

August 26, 2016

I'm writing in regards to Highway 12 between Ipswich and 5 miles West of Aberdeen.

There are some concerns that | have regarding that of road.

1. There should be turn lanes put in for all the grain elevators, especially the one by the Craven Road. The
trucks cannot turn without going into the left lane which causes people passing in the left turning lane to get
around the truckers. The County Road that they turn onto is not wide enough for them to complete the turn
without going into the left lane.

2. If a four lane cannot be done between Aberdeen and Ipswich then there needs to be a few passing areas
putin. If you have a person driving 50-55 and the flow of traffic is doing 65 (speed limit)you then have a large
backup of traffic or people trying to pass 3-4 cars at a time. Then you also have the people passing in the No
passing zone (solid yellow lines) with cars coming from the other direction. Then you also have the people
crossing the center line constantly to see if they can get around the cars in front of them. Ideally a four lane
highway would be the answer to a lot of the problems. | feel that we have out grown the two lane highway by
the increased amount of traffic, especially the truck traffic. There are more large grain trucks and cattle trucks
that are traveling on that stretch of the road. Regular semi's might not be so bad, but you have these trucks
that are pulling pups behind or even larger trailers.

3. lam a school bus driver for the Ipswich School District and have to try and cross Highway 12 at the Highway
45 junction. There are some days when | have to sit for 3-5 minutes before being able to get across the
intersection going North onto County Road 13. | feel that a stop light should be placed at that intersection. It
would also help slow some of the traffic down. Some of the truckers that go through town are doing more
than 30 mph. Even if the street light was one of those that would change when someone is sitting on County
Road 13 or Highway 45 to get across would be great. | don't feel comfortable try to "zip" across the road with
children in the bus that | am responsible for.

These are just a couple of my concerns. The accidents and deaths have increased over the past few years and
something needs to be done about it. | know all accidents are considered as human error but a wider road
would eliminate some of the problems.

Sincerely,

Patricia Larman
221 8th St.
Ipswich, SD 57451
605-426-6139



WRITTEN TESTIMONY

CONCERNING THE TENTATIVE 2017-2020 SDDOT STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM (STIP)

| am requesting that the SDDOT add funding for the continuation of the 4-lane hi-way between
Aberdeen and Ipswich. The volume and type of traffic that flows on that stretch of hi-way surely
warrants this. The truck traffic has increased due to all of the agricultural plants along that hi-way. |
have attended the SDDOT meetings in Ipswich and Aberdeen this summer. | continue to hear that the
safety concerns regarding all the fatalities over the last 6 years really has nothing to do with the road
itself. My concern is being able to travel that road safely. | cannot do anything about whatever issues
the oncoming driver is having, whether it is impaired driving, distracted driving, having medical
problems or overdriving road conditions. My concern is to be able to get to and from Aberdeen safely.
From listening to the comments being made by the SDDOT at the area meetings, my conclusion is that
only a 4-lane hi-way can help to ensure that | at least don’t have to worry about crossover traffic hitting
me in a head-on collision. | understand that rumble strips are being added as a temporary solution. |
applaud the SDDOT for responding with that much. | do not believe that is the long term answer.

Thank you.

Charlotte Baker July 30, 2016
PO Box 235

Ipswich, SD

605-426-6103

bakersd@midco.net



Petition to Dept. of Transportation, State of SD & Public Safety
Commission.

Full name: Jerome A. Schumacher

Address: 611 N. Main

Ipswich, SD 57451

.

Signature:{_ ?f%«m/:w A 6f*/%/pm7&«f'/§i//f



STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)

55,
COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)
15 aner Vlch
On this day of Qo , 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally

appeared Jerome A. Schumacher, known by me or satisfactorily proven to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes
therin contamed

Dated this day of March, 2016
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--------
-------

(SEA ) Manon J He:ntzman

3 NOTARY PUBUC -4 . ,f (
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My commission expires: : Notary Pubiic/
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JAccidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on.US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question thel-
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. |

Must be 18 years and older to sign | |
PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rap:dly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NAME o SIGNATURE . PHYSICAL ADDRESS




‘|Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly Ehcreasing on US Highwagy‘;‘ 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the :

safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the

safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern. '
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

- Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, butit also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
saf_ety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety.concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved-ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from su rrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Tran‘sportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

| Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT MARME SIGNATURE PHYS&GA} ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
:5S.

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

Y sy
On this .7?61 day of _ JQLULL/ALY 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally

o .

appeared ﬁf@m}g‘f He Sthicingifses known b\/me or satisfactorily proven to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes

therin contained.

At
N \‘N.ﬂ-‘_NES_-S.—WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and official seal.

Dated this .41 day of January, 2016

(3E8E} <)

My commission expires: ) Notary Public
S 2% 2017 oottt
¥  TONI BUKASKE




fimprove safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question thel
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great

concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the

safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. ' '

Must be 18 yéairs and older to Sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the '
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern. '
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners guestion the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining cliente! from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. '

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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_Accidems, Injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great’
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities alo ng this route. Potential home owners question the|
safety of travel for their loved-ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern. '
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME
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PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
:SS.

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

’{1 .

On this Xf&’ day of j’@ﬁ /’f ___, 20186, befare me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared’ﬁm /ér’/jym , knowr(by me or satisfactorily proven to be the person whose name is
subscribed to t;i’é within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes
therin contained.

Dated this ﬂzé day of January, 2016 .
. <

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and o?cial seal.

(S‘EAL}i / /
W/’-’( § . /Aﬁ/é’?

My commission expires: 4 Nofary Public

/-3/-2020




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly i increasing on us Highway 12 between Aberdeen and-Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does.it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects. economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questaon the
: @aie_tg of travel for their lcmexiane&anci business feels the stress-of declining clientel from sterroundin g communities brecawse of the safety contern. )
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all aiong the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to 51911- :
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increaéing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not 6riiy does it cause great’
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway; but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potentiat home owners quest:on the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities: betause of the safety concern. '
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
:mprove safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. '

Must be 18 years and older to sfgh‘ |

ot
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Patential home owners questlon the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining cliente! from surrounding communities- because of the safety concern.

We the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportatlon the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

Must be 18 yea?s and old'ef_ to nghi T
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Accidents, m}urles and fataine_s are rapidly i mcreasmg on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and-Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does.it cause great’
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects econemic. growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question thef -
: safety of travel far their | guettones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from sarroundin ing-conumy nities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South’ Dakota and the Public Safety Commzss;on take :mmed:ate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to s:gn o o
PRINT NAME = .. SIGNATURE:. o PHYSICAL ADDRESS . .
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concemn.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Publ;c Safety Comm;ss:on take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NAME ’y _SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NAME S SIGNATURE_' _

PHYSICAL ADDRESS




concern to travel

] Safaty of travel for their. iouedgae&agd business.

improve safety and economic stability for all aiong the above mentions area.

Acc:dents mjurses and fatal:es are rapidly i increasing on US Highway 12 betweeri Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does.it cause great’
ers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic-growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners quest:on thef:-
feels the stress-of.declining clientel from suarroundi g communities because of the safety concern:

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the. State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

Must be 18 years and oider to 51gn-
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Acc;dents injuries and fatalies are rapidly i increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not oniy does it cause great’
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questlon the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining dlientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to 51gn-
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Accidents, mjunes and fataha are rapidly i :ncreasmg on US Highway 12 betweeri Aberdeen and: Mobrldge South Dakota. Not only does.it cause great’
concern to travelers a!ong this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the}.-
Isafery of travel for thetr_lmfed_ones and business feels the stress af declining clientel fr ‘om surrounding communities because of the safety consern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all a!ong the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to s:gn
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improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not bniy does it cause great’
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects econemic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questson the
_safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities- because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly i mcreasmg on US Highway 12 betweeri Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great’
concern to travelers aiong this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questton thej
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. '

Must be 18 years and older to sfgn-
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great’
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects ecanemic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
'safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to s:gn -
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidiy increaSing on US Highway 12 hetween Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take ;mmedlate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

| Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Bloo| 33T+ Ave Lok b
Omale o Geras an a,Q,u_ I irg~ Noerdasn, SO 57401
S@ﬂf\qﬂ‘k’jﬂ@ G"}&D\]&( - (7‘{ /g\i{_/\/ :)Mcx« Tic,f;ﬁ SO 7o |

: 2716 JHOT sx
i /C“ 1A % Dﬁ’)&f’ﬂ %/} /QVLM‘\-» Q&Q@{,W AAaa L0 S s
Lrances Z_pmg,,. RO pien A2 prren 303 3 5% 3t Mo SD 5290/

\E%@» ET\V\F‘I\\ \‘lf’@‘f\ _ L,r ;\/WEW J’}#/}L{ %é’/] | 2 Savise O Ming S() 14

%wfcféw% - | W} %’W/}/ | | ﬂm iZD 5749

' o 0232 el o, S AgrFlaa
Ha pe Maas é&{\(_ Naas ‘ A~ Aot {P
micole  br /WU‘" C(,Lé( /5/&,@//5 e S

o aye (03 § ladee Hr -
T D 610 S ‘\,)ush%\av« 4l

) (WL \AIKVE}A? ~> F——7 o 2 7=

o)




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign o |
PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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- |Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved-ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign |
PRINT MAME SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questio'n the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining.clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. '

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
g
185,

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

- F -
Onthis_zth day of __)ANMU/r ey 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally

appeared & Tactrer, known by me or satisfactorily proven to be the person whose name is

; - L
subscribed toqfﬁgevghm mstrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes
therin contained.
Dated this -+ day of January, 2016

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and official seal. -

(SEAL) "

i

‘My commission expires: Notary Public

?_)- Q\L.l‘u'\au




Accrdents injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved-ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years' and older to sign

PRINT MAME
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects ecanomic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travei for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners gquestion the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. '

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners guestion the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
5improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
SIGNATURE
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Petition to Dept. of Transportation, State of SD & Public Safety
Commission.

Full name: Nancy Lee
Address: Box 241
207 31 st,
Roscoe, SD 57471

NV

Signature: {\PMA U/{




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
:SS.

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS})

On this i § day of \)WMW , 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared Nancy Lee, known by me or sate?ctoniy proven to be the person whose name is subscribed
to the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes therin
contained.

Dated this;u_day of January, 2016 f{ /
ﬁww 74

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and official seal

........

(SEAL) MananJ Hemtzman f U\

3 + ™)
¥ NOTM{Y PURLIC/ 2= e 5 v(
3 Ao/ SOUTH DAKOTA S } !

Ky . . i}

,_

My commission expires: Notary Public

-5~ 2019




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the|
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

'We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

- PRINT NAME SIGNATURE
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questio'n the
'safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining cliente! from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Tra'nsportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern. :
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. ' ' '

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NARE. SIGNATURE ' PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great

concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the]|
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of dec}

ining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern. '
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel fortheir loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

~ Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NARE

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on U5 Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of h;ghway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their Joved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the unders:gned demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. ' ' '

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great -
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the]
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PHYSICAL A‘D-DRESS
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~|Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern 1o travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NAME Y SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
cancern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners guestion the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take :mmedlate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

Mark  Hasdes
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Petition to Dept. of Transportation, State of SD & Public Safety
Commission.

Full name: DebraS. Braun

Address: 404 Chestnut Ave.

Ipswich, SD 57451

Signature: %JM ?ﬁf %ﬂ«w\/




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
1SS,

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

onthis &/ day of M , 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared Debra S. Braun, known by me or (s.jatisfactorily proven to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes
therin contained.

Dated this S&{ _day of January, 2016 MW, ,4( M

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and official seal.

+ it +
(SEAL) § Marion J, Heintzman 3 /%H W

< Ky ,

3 NOTARY PUBLIC % ¢ - /

:i; @ SOUTH DAKOTA £ AT , b

Ky
L N PO @
Nothy Public

My commission expires:

5-8-5018




Petition to Dept. of Transportation, State of SD & Public Safety
Commission.

Full name: Scott Kilber

Address: 604 11t St,

Ipswich, SD 57451

Signature: jc/c—oﬁ' %jiﬂ\_




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
:SS.

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

On this ;l" day of :fa..nwy , 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared Scott Kilber, known by me or satljsfactoriiy proven to be the person whose name is subscribed
to the within instrument and acknowiledged that he executed the same for the purposes therin

contained.
/g;cazﬁ' m

Dated this a‘ day of January, 2016
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:Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great

concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners guestion the|

safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety con cern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign =~

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great.
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Puhlic Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NARE

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
isafety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining dlientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on.US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause g‘reét
‘concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential’home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved: ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakata and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS

/}%mlﬂé }%Wc‘r’_’jg/

36496 150t Creshud ST

QW L eebobtrs

s, @fz}%{; =)

Do ,{ﬂw
PSS

35629 (20 o Laped XD
Mura, SO S79S/

%e’ /7 = Dﬁ’lif/ ?A

Gore 1 Soka L arol

Vosen/ S) 7450
Iﬁwa“ch Ykl

Kepin _Jengen

Y2955 727 E ST

Laa)?j(\,\ﬂ D, 5795y

M!/@ Tversol

&y And Dve
Toswich S $795(

B I A pg Mo

Do il Haci Morst

A

A S el TS ST
Crash ard SO g7y§S

i éfwhms(i;

g773A 19¥E Sk 7
Momeloeld 5B 796

AL




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great

concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the

safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.’

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

)SIGNAT-‘URE’ _ PRYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the i
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining cliente] from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

'We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME _ SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners guestion the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to

improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign -

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for al along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS

' J@LL M ) o e\
/

| Jse.L urelomes b

3913 1377 S e 4D

[,E‘/!/ﬂ/‘-i Gad R

IYord 3GarOARL  §, .l TR

(ﬂ/% 7‘9/ 2 5tar 7@

OQS‘//W [kie O/~

 Czoh fmém

/5’/@ 72 54, e gt S0

Bruce @cw

13955 Pgord e Koseo<e S Pol. oy

qﬁdﬂﬁic.z /78 all MA/VL)

- 74N
263\ 2gcih lﬂm"%c‘%m@ S0

"’#mné\& Mels o vy

0 A

.

1381 368" Bue Bescee SO

S"’!"-l‘l Pl

}

SBS,}'\ EVA.) 2 Eq,}\ f

3(’;‘4‘1 12ak ok -g;zsmeeﬁ hY ) S

T7H
> | Sleve ? m.,cjmv 12681 -369 A SHE bb’e'(‘cw&
J J ST EZS
eJdOme<g oe D

QWM
e

/?}/ngéc?% G ! /}gff‘qéam{f@




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobndge South Dakota. Not oniy does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question thel
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT MNARME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NARE
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners questioﬁ thel
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on.US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause g'reat
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potentialhome owners question thel
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportat:on the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this streteh of highway, but it also affects econemic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
;safetylof travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department ofTransportatidn, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
timprove safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. |

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NARME SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this streteh of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of decl'inihg clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commlssmn take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the|
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immedlate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign L
PREINT NAME - - SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects econemic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
isafety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign

PRINT NAME = - SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accrden’cs injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential'home owners question thej
'safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
Limprove safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign __
PRINT MNAME ‘ SIGNATURE PHYSICAL ABBRE_SS




Petition to Dept. of Transportation, State of SD & Public Safety
Commission.

Full name: James M. Volk

Address: 104 Mable Lane.

ipswich, SD 57451

. /)g Jéj{
Signature: L
7/




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
:55.

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

On this __ & day of ﬁ ‘é“u{u , 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared James M. Volk, known by me or sa{tsfactor;!y proven to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes

therin contained.

Dated this q day of February, 2016 Q' éfjé,
7

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, | hereunto set my hand and official seal.

(SEAfgomsraes it
§ Marion J. Hefntzmarr i \{/ % N
“?: £\ NOTARY PUBLIC % AUVLES e e e
SOUTH DAKGTA(SEAL) § L {_ Eg__) } v
My commismen-emme&%%%-ﬁmi Notary Publi

5-5.20i8




Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 Between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects ecanomic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
'safety 6f travel for their loved-ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.
We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Pubhc Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area. "

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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SIGNATURE

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this strétcﬁ' of highway, but it also affects ecanomic growth for the cities along this route. Potential horme owners questio-n the
safety of travel for their loved o‘neslrand business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to SIgn

PRINT NAME =~ SIGNATURE e PHYSICAL ADDRESS




Jerlo

Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Notonly does it cause great
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rgépidiy increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved Onéq and business feels the stress of declining clientel from Surrounding communities because of the safety concern.
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Accsdents, injuries and fatalies are rap;dly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects econemic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this strgétch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern.

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take imi’r_jediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign o
PRINT MARME ‘ SIGNATURE " PHYSICAL ADDRESS

0w Sliear Wi@) ‘ DON N Biseclmey Roscee S




Petition to Dept. of Transportation, State of SD & Public Safety
Commission.

Full name: Marion J. Heintzman

Address: 35641 135t St.

lpswich, SD 57451

Signature: \/‘{’ Qs 7< /71,5/ gl

L2




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
:5S.

COUNTY OF EDMUNDS)

On this ] \ day of \}O\J’\MM , 2016, before me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared Marion J. Heintzman, known by n‘k or satisfactorily proven ta be the person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes
therin contained.

Dated this \ \ day of January, 2016 MM
L ./, 7 '

}:N.,-WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and official seal.

C(SEAL} y
‘\ r ! . ' "‘ \_, . .
o Ci;:‘-:v;f—wf’lcu&\, Kl : % Nekha o
My 'c'bmmisg‘i‘o‘_n expires: Notary Public

[ 2-70-7
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We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Pu
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Accidents, injuries and fatalies are rapidly increasing on US Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge South Dakota. Not only does it cause great
concern to travelers along this stretch of highway, but it also affects economic growth for the cities along this route. Potential home owners question the
safety of travel for their loved ones and business feels the stress of declining clientel from surrounding communities because of the safety concern

We, the undersigned, demand the Department of Transportation, the State of South Dakota and the Public Safety Commission take immediate action to
improve safety and economic stability for all along the above mentions area.

Must be 18 years and older to sign
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Commissioners address safety

The Edmunds County
Commissioners approved, a
resolution expressing their
support for expanding High-
way 12 to four lanes.

The resolution, which they
approved at their Dec. 8
meeting, cited safety and
fatal accidents between Ab-
erdeen and Mobridge.

Edmunds County Sheriff
Todd Holtz has also urged
local residents to contact the
state about Highway 12
safety.

The Commissioners will
send a copy of the resclution
to the Governor, South
Dakota’s Congressional Dele-
gation and the Department of
Transportation.

The resolution, introduced
by Commissioner Ed Miller,
states:

WHEREAS, in South
Dakota, U.S. Highway 12 is a
iwo-lane highway for approx-
irnately 21 miles between Ab-
erdeen, South Dalota and
Ipswich, South Dalkota; and

WHEREAS, there have
been numerous fatal wrecks
on U.S. Highway 12 between
Aberdeén, Ipswich and Mo-
bridge; and

WHEREAS, it is urged that
changes bes made on U.S.
Highway 12 due to eight fa-
talities in 2015 alone; and

WHEREAS, in 2014 traffic
counts in * the two-lane
stretch between Aberdeen
and Ipswich were 3660, 4010
and 3040 vehicles respec-
tively on the three segments
going west; and

WHEREAS, the 4010 vehi-
cle segment in Edmunds
County is .projecied to be
270G vehicles by 2030 per
fransportation plan study
compiled in 2012; and

WHEREAS, the potential
of alinost a 48 percent traffic
count increase in the next 15
years is further cause for
CONCermn;

NOW, THEREFORE, the
Edmunds County Commis-
sion: does hereby adopt, in its
entirety, this resolution to
urge State and Federal offi-
cials to provide adequate
funding for this important

. project to expand such por-

tion of highway at minimum
from Aberdeen to Ipswich
from two-lane to ifour-lane

highway.
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Motorists make their way east and west on U.8, Hig

hway 12 near the intersection of 371st Aﬁenue west of Mina Lake.

erdeen and Mobridge has been the site of several fatal aceidents in recent years. American News Photo by .Joh_n Davis

The stretch of U.S. Highway 12 between Ab-

8 killed in 20 15 on U.S. Highway 12 between Aberdeen, Mobridge;
Edmunds County sheriff pleads for end to ‘unneeded fatalities’

BY ELISA SAND

esand@aberdeennews.com

- Diamond- 'shaped signs A

rnark the :spots:dlong the
state’s ‘highways ~where
fatal - acciderits - have oc-
curred, “but-the- Edmunds
County'Sher'iﬁ-has seen
enough wrecks in his
county to know something
needs to>.change along
US‘Tngh 2

ging .-the pub-

lic to contact the South

Dakota Department of -

Transportation, contact
the governor and con-
tact their representatives
in their district and talk
about their concerns with
the highway and these
unneeded fatalities,” Ed-
munds County Sheriff
Todd Holtz said.

U.S. Highway 12. from
the state nghway 45 in-
tersection at C

raven Cor- .and_ more lives lost:

ner into Brown County, .

where the highway di-

_vides west of Aberdeen,

has historically béen a bad
stretch, he said. :
“We have a lot of
(grain) terminals ot here,
a lot of truck traffic, and
there’s just a lot of "éxir:
traffic on the road t
ever before,” Holtz said
Just . less -than
weeks:ago, another wrr% _

vehicles traveling in oppo-

site directions hit-head-on -

near Mina, kllhng three
people. e

ﬂcloser look -
From the start of 2010
through the “énd of last

.. month, there were nine
-~ accidents that resulted in
- fatalities in-the 100 miles
~ between . :Aberdeen and
"-Mobridge
-mformatmn from the. state_ -

‘according  to

Department of  Public
Safety. And those numbers
don’t include tlie crash

last week a mile west of -

Mina in which three peo-
ple were killed. .

Those nine fatal acci-
dents represent 1.4 per-
cent of the 663 accidents
between 2010 and ‘the

= end of October along US:
Highway 12 _ﬁ;om"-:'ifﬁgberu

-Se §§§ghwa§7:_-.izf. QA

.damage.crashes,-23. injured;. -
- 20122 fatal crashes 17 mjuryt

: m;ury-;crashes a1 property
- damage crashes; 95 injured:
©FDogsn't: mciude afatalcrash:

Bewd[e Thitted, 5 injured.
. i .

Accident
statistics

Crash data from U.S.
Highway 12 between

Aberdeen and Mobridge.
2015 (through October): 3 faial

- crashes®, 7 injury crashes, 65

properiy damage crashes, 5
deaths*, 19 injured,

-2014:.3 fatal crashes, Hi |ruury

crashes;"107 property damage
crashes, 6 deaths, 17 injured.

2013 No fatal crashes, 14 -
injury crashes, 95 proparty

crashes,; 91 property damage -
craghes, & deaths, 20 |nJured

201 ifatai crash; Binjury..
icrashes 1%07 property. damage- o

Jast weekin whach three peo- g
ple digd.

Source: South Dakota Depart~
ment of Public Safety

,Fatai crashes in 2015

batween Aberdeen and
Mobridge -
= fiRay 17: 12 miles west of




' MOURNING THE LOSS
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American News Photo by Dawn Diztrich |

Solldarrty' The caskets of Adam Rohr and Shawn Thorne are carned by casketbearers -wearing the pair's favorite colors
dunng their funeral Wednesday at Ipswich High School. Rohr's favorite color was pmk while Thorne s was Iavender
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By Justin Wolfgang'
American News Writer
uneral services were
held Wednesday for
the three victims of
what authorities are
. calling one of - the worst car
accidents they've.ever seen.
i Judith-Huber,.59; of Bow-
‘dle, Shawn: Thorne 18, of

‘Mina Lake, and Adam Rohr i

19, of Ipsw1ch died' Saturday
'evemng in a three-vehicle
accident on U.S. nghway 12
‘about a mile from Mina

Lake. Huber was killed

instantly when her car and a
jpickup driven by Thorne col-

lided. Rohr was a passenger'

;ln that pickup. Rohr died in
transit via ambulance to

say

Lives of accident victims celebrated
with symbolism, fazth Support

Avera St. Lu_kes Hospital in -
- Aberdeen, while Thorpe died

at Innovis Hospital in Fargo,
N.D., wheére he had ‘been

. alrhfted

Services for Thorne and
Rohr, best friends and 2004

‘graduates of Ipswich High

School, were held together
in the school’s gym with
close to 1,000 in attendance
The populatlon of Ipswich is

‘only around 900. The Rev.
" Thomas R, Clement con-

ducted the services. He

-spoke of :how the accident

has touched everyone.

" “This accident ‘has had

tippling effects - throughout'

-our commumty and our
"hves he said.. -

i He ~said- those in atten— :
_ danee would  celebrate the
Tives of Thorne and Rohr
‘through the things the teens _

held dear'ii life.
T *We will celebrate

- Adam’s life every tithe we

_happen to see :an’gight-ball

- roll across the pogltable,” he

- said. “And we will- celebrate
_-Shawn s life every tlme we

~See VICTIMS FPage 6A

gather
ood-bye
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Hub Clty man could
face up to year in jail

Jorrole in accident -

By Emily Arthur
American News Writer - .+

An Aberdeen man involved i
a May 21 accident resulting in the

death of three people has been
charged with reckless driving.
* " If convicted of the misdemean-
or, Willam Arndt, 41, could be
sentenced to -up ‘to a-year -in

' _county jail and/or up to a 81, 000

fine.
Shawn Thome 18, of~ M.ma

Judith Huber 59, of . Bowdle;

. were killed in the acc1dent which

-occurred around 6 p.m..on U.S.
Highway 12 near Mina Lake. Wil-

. Ham Arndt and his passengér
Mary Arndt, 49, of Aberdeen j

were both injured. -
"~ According to the acc1dent
report, a pickup driven by Wil

-+ Ham Arndt was eastbound when

- it rear ended a pickup driven by

Thorne. Arndt became ‘distracted

when he tried to pick up a water '
* bottle, the report.said.

The collision sent Thorne’s

' pickup “into-. westbound trafhg
striking a car driven by Huber. -

Huber was killed on unpact,

" Rohr,.a passenger in. Thorné’§
- vehicle, died after being - trang
.- ported by ambulance to Avera St. .
- Luke’s Hospital in-Aberdeen; and -
.‘Thorne died late_r that night at
.- Innovis ‘Hospital in Fargo, N.D.,

“where he had been airlifted" fol—

- lowing the accident.

. All three .vehicles were
_totalled.. An ‘investigation by the

the accident.
Edmunds County State s Attor—

"ney Vaughn Beck tould not be
‘ reached for comment.

Reporter Emily Arthur (605) 625-2314 or

L 1-800-925:4100 exf. 314!

] [

- Adam Rohr, 19, of Ipsw1ch and )

: nghway Patrol ruled . neither -
drugs nor alcohol were factors in -

‘Continued from Page 14

£
~ see a surfboard.” -

Strong sense of faith: Accord-
ing to Miller Funeral Home
in Bowdle, there were close
to 200 in attendance at the
services for Huber at St.

Paul’s Lutheran Church 1n

Bowdle.

She had been a home eco-
nomics teacher in Fort Yates,
N.D., and at Aberdeen Ron-
calli ‘High School. She was
also an Extension home
econonust in Brown County
for a few yéars. She was the
Farm Forum coordinator at
the Aberdeen American
News from 1993 to 2003 and
was curtently employed at
the Alexander Mitchell
Library in Aberdeen. '

" The Huber family said

they have received numerous .

signs of support from the
community.
“They’ve been really sup-

portive,” Judith’s husband

Oscar Huber said. “We've got
s0 many letters and so many
flowers. It really helps to take
your mind off of the loss.”

Oscar Huber said his fam-

ily has dealt well with their
loss because of their strong
sense of faith.

" “We don't have a choice

on when we'’re born, or how
or when we die,” he said. “It
makes me think there must
be a higher power.”

Judith Huber was remem-

bered by her family as a g‘reat
mother. :
" “She was a carmg and very

. loving woman,” said son Kirk .
Huber of Bowdle.

The deceased’s brother
Ben Sheppard of Casper,
Wryo., said she was laid back
and had a very aocomphshed
life.

Judith was a.master gar
dener and was an accom-

plished palnter and -

needleworker,

~ Since’ her father passed.
away in 1981, she dedicated

much of her time to
researching genealogy since

much of her own family his- -

tory was not well recorded. .
She formed a business

called - Prairie: Family Pub-

lisher and printed a number

ot ¢ ries for cometeries”
across the region. The direc-"
tories include an indexed list-
ing of all the plots and back-"
ground on all the people.
buried there. Her family said«
she walked hundreds of cem-;
eteries in her lifetime. ° -

“Lots of these cemetenes-*
were ahandoned, and she just
wanted to help other people:
locate their ancestors,” Oscar|
Huber said: “Sometimes she.
‘was asked to make arecord of
a cemetery and she wouldﬁ
volunteet to doit.”

Besides walking cemeter- -

" ies and- publishing. indexes;

she also wrote down the his- "
tories of local communities,
Accldent ‘details: The accident -
remains under investigation !
by the South Dakota Highway
Patrol, bt authorities say it -
appears that Thorne’s - east-.!
bound pickup was rear-ended -
by a-wvehicle driven by, Wil- -
liam Arndt, 41, of Aberdeen, "
affer the teen slowed to tum
onto state Highway '134.:
Arndt and his passengér,
Mary Arndt, 49, of Aberdeen, g
suffered serious injuriés. but
survived the wreck. N

The force of the unpact v
from the collision with the’
Arndts’ pickup knocked”
Thorne’s pickup into the _
westbound lane, where’
Thorne’s pickup and Huber s
car collided. . iy
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tate DOT Iookmg it U.5. 12 fatalties

1@ deadly crashes in area west of Aberdeen since 2010

:_'_:BY'BOB MERCER
: "Anu'ncan News Cmespondent

: PIERRE —The stretch of U S
Pﬁghway 12 west of Aberdeen is
under a safety review that will
inelude a future public meeting,
state. Transportation Secretary
. Darini Bergquist said Thursday.
He told members of the state

“Transportation Cormmssmn

there have been suggestions

- from some area residents for a
longer segment of divided four
lane highway. Bergquist said he
couldn’t recall another issue in
recent times where his depart-
ment received so many letters
from the public.

Since the start of 2010, there

have been 10 fatal crashes along

U.S, 12 between Aberdeen and -

Mobridge, according to South
Dakota Department of Pub-
lic Safety data compiled by the
American News, Five of those
wrecks have been near Mina,
claiming 11 lives, statistics

See Highway 12, 3A

American News File Photo by John Davis

Motorists make their way along ‘
U.S. Highway 12 west of Mina, g
Lake. The stretch between
Aberdeen and Mobridge has
been the site of several fatal
accidents in recent years.




HIGHWAY 12

‘Frem 1A

‘show. In each instance,

the veh;cles were trav-
- eling in opposite direc-
tions, and one of the ve-
hlgjdqs crossed the center

Many factors contrib-
ute to crashes, including
aleahol and distracted
. «lriving, Bergquist said.

“We can't design out

that~driver behavior,” he
-saig.
;A roadway safety in-
-apection team visited the
segment recently as the
first step, according to
Bergquist,

LT am

He said DOT ofﬁ(:lals
are now reviewing acci-
dent records and data.
Next up is setting a local
public meeting. The date
and location haven’t been
determined.

Bergquist said " he
would take the findings,
meeting report and any
recommendations on re-
ducing fatalities to the
commission.

“Certainly we're aware
of the issue. We're en-
gaged in the issue. I's not
something that’s going to
be solved overnight,” he
said.

Follow @pierremercer on
Twitter.




By lan H. Fennell
American News Writer

~ An Ipswich man and a Bow-

dle woman died in a three-

. vehicle crash early Saturday

evening near Mina Lake in
Edminds County.

A man and woman from

. Aberdeen and a man authori- -
‘ties would only identify as.

. being from Edmunds County
" suffered serious injuries in the
6 p.m. crash on U.S. Highway
- ¥ 12 and state Highway 134,
The identities of those

JENTS ;7 #4FFle

ccid

killed and injured were not
being released Saturday night
because some family members

. had not yet been notified,

autherities said.
One of the injured, the
Edmunds County man, was

airlifted by emergency helicop-

_ ter from the scene to Avera St.
Luke’s Hospital in Aberdeen
and from there it is believed he

was flown to a hosp_ital in

nt leaves
:;l;szwg'&oos’ 14,64 ,
Three others also

Fargo, N.D.

Authorities said he’s in crit-
ical condition. The Aberdeen
man and woman remained at
St. Luke’s Friday night receiv-
ing treatment. It’s believed
they are-in serious condition.

All three vehicles were trav-
eling on U.S. Highway 12.
According to the South Dakota
Highway Patrol, the Bowdle

woman who died was traveling

Contiﬁﬁ;iﬂi;aﬁi-ﬁgz‘}e IA

who -died, were not wearing

. seat belts, according to the
" Highway Patrol.

The Bowdle woman died at

. the scene, while the Ipswich

man was pronounced dead at
. St. Luke's, authorities said.

' The Aberdeen man and

. woman were transported to
. St. Luke’s by Ipswich Ambu-
| lance and Aberdeen Fire and

Rescue. The Aberdeen Rural

“Fire Department also

- tresponded to the accident.

i The accident was reported
via a 911 cell phone call by a
passing motorist. U.S. High-
way 12 was closed for about

~ two hours while emergency
personnel responded to the
scene.

Edmunds County Sheriff
Laurie Gerdes said the car-

i nage . at the scene was so

- intense that the county’s criti-

. cal incident stress debriefing

- team will visit with respond-
are tn wee if anuvnne needs

- ¥ counseling. o
“We're going to make a: |

~ debriefing available Monday,”
" he said. “We’ll keep an eve on
them to make sure they don’t
. get .depressed. If anyone
wants to talk to someone,

_(the team) will be available.” - .

The accident occurred
about a mile frorh Mina Lake

on a stretch of US. Highway |

12 that has good visibility and
no reputation for accidents.
“It’s just wide-open country
out there,” Gerdes said.
The Highway Patrol is
investigating the accident.

“We're still checking into = .

everything. We're not sure : :

what happened,” Trooper Rob
Weinmeister said. :
Gerdes said the occupants

vehicles were returning from
graduation ceremonies at
Ipswich High School. .

‘He said he expects it to

take “a few days for authork - * result of -injuries suffered in what.
~ authorities are’ calling a “horrible”.

o dlhnn wralhialat paaddant Cotiirdarr Are

ties to figure out exacily how
the accident happened.

e e e e

injured in three-vehicle incident near Mina Lake

alone in a westbound car, The
two pickups involved were -
easthound. The Aberdeen man
and woman were in one, and
the Ipswich man who died and
tlie other Edmunds County
man were in the other. o
. All three of the vehicles
were totaled and some of the
occupants, including the man

See ACCIDENT, Page 64

- Mina teenager dies;*
- Bowdle, Ipswich

of one and possibly two of the

residents also killed |

By lan H Fennell

: \ American News Writer

=

A third individual has died as a-.

B L s o L ey S

7" Shawn Thorne, 19, of Mina, died -
. late Saturday night at Innovis Hospi:
* tal in Fargo, N.D., where he was air-_

lifted following the wreck, the South -
Dakota Highway Patrol reported.

Also dead as a result of the 6 p.m.
accident are Judith Huber, 59, of -
Bowdle, and Adam Rohr, 19, of -
Ipswich. Huber was killed on
impact, while Rohr died after being
transported by ambulance to Avera .
St. Luke’s Hospital in Aberdeen. .

The two other people inyolve_d in
the accident suffered critical inju-
ries. Mary Arndt, 49, of Aberdeen,
was being treated at Avera McKen-
nan Hospital in Sioux Falls on Sun- .

‘day, according to authorities. She -

was airlifted there after being first
transported by ambulance to St. .
Luke’s.. William- Arndt, 41, of
Aberdeen, was also transported to
St. Luke’s by ambulance. He
remained there Sunday. ) .

The South Dakota Highway-
Patrol described the accident as one-

"of the worst it’s dealt with in recent;

memory in.the Aberdeen area.

M)
- ————— e
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~was airlifted by emergency helicop-

. the week.
" cate that drugs, alcohol and vehicle! |

-Fargo.

x
#‘; B

dent occurred when an easthound.
pickup driven by William Arndt col-
lided with the rear of the pickup
occupied by Thorne and Rohr, The

force of the impact pushed the

Thorme and Rohr pickup into the

william’s pickup; the Highway
Patrol said that it's still trying to
determine whether Thorne or Roht.
was driving their pickup. Thorne

path of a westbound car driven by N - o
Huber. oo _ ;
Mary Arndt was a passenger in | , _

ter from the scene to St. Luke’s
prior to being flown on to [nnovis in,

All three vehicles were totaled.
The Highway Patrol reported that}:
none of the victims were trapped in;
or ejected from their vehicles. :

Some of the victims were not.

Ex

. wearing seat belts.

. 3|
The Highway Patrol said that its]

investigation will likely take most of:

Preliminary findings indi-,

speed were not factors in the crash,

¥

the Highway Patrol reported. -

The accident occurred near High-
way 12's

Mina Lake. The Highway Patrol said:
it's still trying to determine if the

Thorne/Rohr pickup was slowing ' -
the state road -

down to turn onto

. when rear-ended.

The Highway
today. . L

Edmunds County authorities said
Saturday that the stretch of road
where the wreck occurred has good
visibility and is not known as a high
accident area. :

™ Tne Highway Patrol said the acci |

| W T pafud

intersection with state‘_']s; o
- Highway 134 about one mile from' "

. Patrol plans to -
| reconstruct the accident sometime

. from Mina Lake.

The accident resulted in Highwajé ‘

!

12 being closed for two hours.

_ Luke’s to Innovis Hospital I

wake of

accident
Three area lives lost
in tragic collision -
on U.S. Highway 12

By Justin Wolfzang
: American News Writer
Grief has struck Edmunds: County
. three residents were killed . ina’thie
vehicle accident near Mina Lake on' Satur-
i .da‘y.’evenjng____._:.. e b -
Shawn Thorne, 18,
Mina Lake, and Ada
Rohr, 19, of Ipswich, wet
traveling in a pickup to
reception after. the hig
school graduation
Ipswich when the accider
.occurred at 6 pm. on U
" Highway 12 about a mil

after

Rohr died while in tran- ]
sit by ambulance to Avera |
St. Luke’s Hospital in !
Aberdeen. Thorne wa
pronounced dead afte

being airlifted from St.

inFargo,ND.. . . .

Residents

i Ipswich High and was close

' _ bers Rohr and Thorne as out--

~"Judith Huber, 59, of
Bowdle, was also killed in
the accident. She died on
impact when her west-
bound car and the east-
bound Rohr-Thorne
i pickup collided.
'" Authorities said the
. pickup, driven by Thorne,
- had - been rear-ended and jj
knocked into the west- Thorne
:pound lane by another
. eastbound pickup, driven by William
Arndt, 41, of Aberdeen.
Arndt and his passenger, Mary Arndt;

See TRAGEDY, Page 714

T?&ntinued Sfrom Page 14

. 49, also of Aberdeen, remain;
| in St, Luke’s and Avera McK-:
ennan Hospital in Sioux’
. Falls, respectively, but are|
. expected to recover. }
The South Dakota High--
way Patrol said the accident
i remains under investigation,
but it appears Thorne was
, slowing down to turn onto’
state Highway 134 at the
: time of impact.

Rohr and Thomme were
;both 2004 graduates of
Ipswich High School and -
were active in sports and
other activities.  Thorne was a great student and had "
 played football and wrestling ; lots of friends. ' L
‘and competed in the state - “He always had a free spif-
‘wrestling tournament in :it. He could hang out with
'2004. Rohr played golf, was a . any crowd and feel comfort- '
baskeétball statistician, a line " able,” Rausch said. ‘
judge for volleyball and par- ; The news of the tragedy
ticipated in band. . spread quickly S._aturday '
‘Memories: Kade Eulberg . through the Ipswich and '
graduated on Saturday from - Mina Lake communities and
students began to gather
with friends and~family to .
grieve.

An organized gathering
was held at Mina Lake on !
Sunday night with a campfire |

|

—1néy both Tiked to have fun
and were well known,” |
Osborne said. “They were .
very good friends.” :
High school counselor Bill -
Reinschmidt also remem-
bered them as friends.

“They were quite close,”
Reinschmidt said. “They
went to school together, they .
worked together and they
died together.” ‘

‘Eulberg said Rohr and |
Thorme were pop as stir- |
dents and that “not one per-| -
son didn’t like them.” -

Ipswich wrestling coach
Wade Rausch said Thorne

friends' with Rohr and
- Thorne.

* “We were like brothers,”
he said. “I just keep thinking

they are going to come back
CX . where students shared mem-
and walk through the door. ories of the two.

Ipswich High School Prin-

cipal Trent Osborne remem-:. Osborne said some stu-

dents came. across the acci- .
. dent  while traveling to a -
~ graduation reception and rec-
. ognized the pickup in which

Rahr and Thorne were

going students.
wm.. . T

e
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Osberne is a former volun-

teer responder in Leola, °
where he used to teach, He -
said he quit responding to

- calls after a similar incident
i claimed a student’s life there

“That was enough for me.”
he said. , _
Counseling: Osborne said pro-

viding counseling to students .

i is difficult because the school

" year ended on Friday. But.

students c¢dan come to the

school if they need someone

to talk to.
Reinschmidt said if the

: accident had happened dur-

ing the regular school year,
the district would have taken

: steps to help the students

cope.
“We would have brought

in a crisis team of counselors,

priests and pastors so the stu-
dents would have an opportu-
nity to just talk,” he said.

+ “The summer gives the stu-

dents a grieving period

 although.”

- friends pretty much the '

Eulberg said he has coped -
-with the tragedy by sur-

rounding himself with

friends.
“I have been with my close

whole time since I heard the
news,” he said.
Darrell Luond has lved in

"Tpswich for 24 years and once
- employed. Rohr at the meat

market he owns. -
“The whole accident has a

- big effect on the town,” he
: ;ard “We're pretty hght knit
. here.’

The Rev. Robin Wanner-
Schaunaman of St. Paul's

. Lutheran Church in .Bowdle

will officiate at the service for

' Huber.

“We have, seen great sup-

“port from the -community,”
i Wanner-Schaunaman said.

| “But the . famlly is takmg 1t

very hard e

N

}ge15g§

By Justin Wolfgang
Armerican News Writer

' Priends of the two

I

‘ iEdmunds County teens killed

in Saturday night's accident
‘near Mina Lake have designed
']-Il‘-shxrts to memorialize their
ves.

. Shawn Thorne, 18, of Mina
- Lake, and Adam Rohr 19, of
i 1psw1ch were travelmg'
' together to their friend Bran-

: 'don Bortz’s graduation recep-
'~ tion at Mina Lake when they |
were involved in a three .|

wehicle accident on U.S. High-
way 12.

go, N.D., where he died later

P Saturday night. Rohr was pro-

nounced dead while in transit
'via ambulance to Avera St.
Luke’s Hospital in Aberdeen.
*Also killed in'the accident was
Judith Huber, 59, of Bowdle,
She died on unpact when her
car and the pickup driven by

| . ;Thorne collided.

", The shirts include a
. written by Rohr titled “The

7= PFuneral services for Thorne

%and Rohr will be held together

at 10:30 am, today in the

- Ipswich High School gym.- ,
Services for Huber will be held
- at 2 p.m. today at St. Pauls -

Lutherarn Church in Bowdle.

" Bortz, Kade Eulberg and

Matthew Drayer designed the
T-shirts commemorating
Thorne and Rohr on Sunday.
poem

Boys of Summer” printed on
the back.

Thorne was airliftied by |
* emergency helicopter to Far-

g 2005
zuy111tnlhelx)amxndkﬂnt\nmjlnns

American News Pkata b_p .S'catt Waltman
Remembenngthelrfnends The friends of Shawn Thomne, 18, of Mina Lake, and Adam Rohr, 19, of -
Ipswich, have created ‘T-shirts remembering the ‘two teens killed in a weekend accident in
Edmunds County. The friends with one of the T-shirts are pictured as follows: front row from left,
Alyssa Jeschke and Lexi Eisen; second row from left, Shane Whiteside, Matthew Drayer, Bran-
don Bortz, Kade Eulberg and Brandon Mulvenna; and back row from left T.). Walth, Mike
Pegones, Abby Nelson, Lance Mardian and Justin Samson. '

They were- printed in pink
and lavender — pink was

. Rohr’s favorite color and lav-

- ender was Thorme’s.

r m)‘W)
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Funeral services for

- o | Shawn Thorne, 18, of Mina

™" Friends planned on wearing
-the T-shirts at the funeral
today:- The shirts were printed
by Print On It of Aberdeen.

Drayer graduated from - -

Ipswich High Scheol in 2004
with Thorne and Rohr, Bortz
-and Eulberg are 2005 Ipswich
graduates. . -

The T-shirts have an eight-
ball on one sleeve and a surf-
board on another in memory
of Thorne and Rohr.

. “The eight-ball is because
. we used to hang out and play
. pool for hourg,” Eulberg said.

* Thorne had shown interest
in surfing, but his friends said
- he had little experience other
‘than a trip to Australia.
- Sam Ochsner, -an Aberdeen
Roncalli High School graduate,
had been dating Thorne and
. has been- overwhelmed with
" dupport since the fatal crash;
i+ “My phone rang throughout
the night Saturday,” Ochsner
gaid. “Bvery 30 minutes my
voice mail isfull.”
. - Abby Nelson, an Aberdeen
. ‘Central High student, remem-
bers Rohr and Thorne for their
- taste and style. - :

' Lake, and Adam Rohr, 19,
of Ipswich, will be held
together at 10:30 a.m.

today in the Ipswich High

: School gym.

Services for Judith Huber,

59, of Bowdle, will
be held at 2 p.m. today
at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Bowdle,

Drayer said he remembered
how Thorme and Rohr would
buy the same shirts and shoes
but with different colors with-
out even knowing,

Friends described the two _

as “joined at the hip.”

Ochsner said Thorne once
showed . up..for one of their '
dates and had brought Adam °

along with him. ‘
“T was pretty much dafing
both of. them,” she said.

“Fighty percent of the time I .

woiuld call Shawn's cell phone
and Adam would answer.”

Friends said Thorne and '
by

Rohr were more known

their “nicknames, “Stan” for

Rohr and “Dorn” for Thorne.

“Adam gave himself the
nickname ‘Stan,’ but we called
Shawn Dorn’ because it was
easier than Thorne,” Bortz
said. :

Friends also said Thorne
and Rohr were big fans of fast-
food. restaurants like
McDonald’s and Taco Bell.

“T remember us laying down
a $20 bill at McDonald’s just
for food on the dollar menu,”
Bortz said. .

Both Thorne and Rohr had
aspirations of being musicians

at one time or another and

were both avid guitar players.
“Just a couple weeks ago
they stayed up until 3 in the
moring just playing their gui-
tars,” Ochsner said.
‘When asked about their per-
sonalities, Nelson said the best

Rohr was to “look at all of us,”
referring to herself and the ! -

group of friends gathered to °
reminisce. She said the
deceased will live on through
all of their friends. i

Thorne had starfed taking |
classes at. Northern State Uni-
versity, and Jeschke said he -
had thought of someday stari-
ing his own buginess. ,

Several of Thorne and
Rohr’s friends were planning .
on getting tattoos with a
design and the date and time
of the crash on their arms later
this week. .

Friends of Thorne and Rohr
expressed concern over
rumors being spread concern-
ing the cause of the accident.
The South- Dakota Highway
Patrol's investigation is ongo- .
ing, but preliminary findings °

. indicate that drugs, alcoho!

and speeding were not factors_
in the crash. T




6A www.aberdeennews.com

Thursday, February 4, 2016

OURVOICE

dangers

_.Résidents of this region have lo
known the dangers of U.S. Highway n1§
between Aberdeen and Mobridge.

~ Since 2010 along those approxi
X C proximate
100 miles, there have been more than

660 crashes, 18 deaths and more than

115 injuries.

* Now the rest of the state is getti
that message, thanks to you wh% gal?rg
made your voice heard. ‘

The stretch of U.S. Highway 12 west
of Aberdeen is under a state Department
91' Transportation safety review that will
Jinclude a future public meeting.

State Transportation Secretary Darin’
Bergquist last week told members of the
DO’I.‘ Commission there have been sug-
gestions from some area residents for
a’longer segment of divided fourlane
hxghway Bergquist said he couldn’t re-
c:.ﬂl#another issue in recent times where
lrus ngartnEe'nt received so many letters

U.3. Highway

catch state’s

For those of you who acted on this is-
sue, you turned a regional concern into
a statewide concern. When such issues
arise, let this be a shining example that
you have to go beyond local coffee shop
talk and let those in charge know what is
going on to get results.

Maybe, or maybe not, an extension
of the fourlane highway would be a
cost-effective answer. But the point is,
the right people are now looking for
ANSWETS, A

Late last year, reporter Elisa Sand re-
ported on the dangers of that part of the
highway and put the numbers together.
Many readers hooked into that story,
which put hard numbers behind what all
of us suspected.

~ But it was Edmunds County Sheriff
Todd Holtz who said it best in her story.

“Ptn urging the public to contact the
South Dakota Department of Transpor-
tation, contact the governor and contact
their representatives in their district
and talk about their concerns with the
highway and these unneeded fatalities,”
Holtz said.

His words spurred some locals into
action. Thank you Sheriff Holtz and
those who took his message to heart.

‘Now, this state transportation study
doesr't relieve of us of our own stupid-
ity. On any road, we still shouldn’t drink
and drive, be distracted by things like
our phones or drive carelessly such as at
a high rate of speed in slick conditions.

_When we do those things, we are just

asking for trouble.

Five of the fatal wrecks have been
near Mina since 2010, claiming 11 lives,
statistics show. A roadway safety inspec-
tion team has visited west Highway 12
and DOT officials are now reviewing ac-

__Viewpoints

“Certainly we're aware of the issue,”

Bergquist said. : _
“We're engaged in the issue. It's not
something that’s going to be solved
overnight.” - o
It is all the first step in a multi-step

process. But it is a step in the right di- -
rection to make driving between Aber |

deen and Mobridge less perilous. .. -

Stay tiuned, involved and safe when

driving Highway 12, B

— American News Editorial Bomﬂ

I[P FP KPHER 9 PEETIRIOOF

......



SR ST T ERR AR Y ST

Tell-us what you think of our interface!

Addta My Colle
Fatal wrecks across area cause concern @& Hide Detalls
Aberdgen American News (SDj - November 28, 2015 Browsg Issues
Author/Byline: Efisa Sand esand@aberdeennews.com Section: Local Readability: >12 grade leve! (Lexile: 1420}

» Sheriff calls for changes on
dangerous US Highway..: .

Diamond-shaped signs mark the spots along the state's highways where fatal accidents have occurred, but the Edmunds
County Sheriff has seen enough wrecks in his county to know something needs to change along U.S. Highway 12.

“'m urging the public to contact the South Dakota Depariment of Transportation, contact the governor and contact their
representatives in their district and talk about their concerns with the highway and these unneeded fatalities,” Edmunds
County Sheriff Todd Holtz said.

U.S. Highway 12 from the state Highway 45 intersection at Craven Corner into Brown County, where the highway divides
west of Aberdeen, has historically been a bad stretch, he said.

“We have a lot of {grain) terminals out here, a lot of truck traffic, and there’s just a lot of extra traffic on the road than ever
before,” Holtz said.

Just less than two weeks ago, another wreck, and more lives lost: Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions hit head-on
near Mina, killing three people.

A closer look

From the start of 2010 through the end of last month, there were nine accidents that resulted in fatalities in the 100 miles
between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to information from the state Department of Public Safety. And those
numbers don't Include the crash last week a mile west of Mina in which three people were killed.

Those nine fatal accidents represent 1.4 percent of the 663 accidents between 2010 and the end of October along U.S.
Highway 12 from Aberdeen to Mobridge, the statistics show. With last week’s wreck folded in, 18 people have died on the
highway in not quite six years.

Since 2010, five of the 10 fatai accidents (including last week’s) were near Mina:

» Nov. 21; Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions collided a mile west of Mina. Michael Schlosser, 59, of Aberdeen;
Kelly Pierce, 42, of Mellette; and Christopher M. McCoy, 32, of Ipswich, died.

- Sept. 27; Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions collided near the Mina overpass. Shelby Jo Thayer, 23, of
Aberdeen; Frieda Trautman, 86, of Eureka and Charles J. Neuharth, 62, of Eureka, died.

» July 17, 2014: A car and semi traveling in opposite directions collided 2 miles east of Mina. Maury Victor Morisch, 48, of
Aberdeen died.

» Jan. 3, 2014: A sport utility vehicle and semi traveling in opposite directions collided 6 miles east of Ipswich. Lavinena E.
Guthmiller, 78, and Evelyn K. Scheuffele, 76, both of Eureka, died.

» Dec. 7, 2012: A pickup and van traveling in opposite directions collided 7 miles east of [pswich. Henry Huft, 82, and
Donnis Huft, 77, both of Bowdle, died.

Different circumstances

The crashes weren't in exactly in the same place and the reasons for the accidents differ. Lee Axdahl, director of the
Office of Highway Safety, said these are just a couple reasons why it's difficult to evaluate highway safety.

Statewide thers were 17,346 accidents in 2014, according to Department of Public Safety records. Of those accidents 136
— about 0.8 percent — were fatal.

“If you were to plot out the fatalilies, it's spread out across the state, which makes it difficult, with tens of thousands of
county roads and interstates, to always have the law enforcement out there to prevent accidents,” Axdahl said.

Axdahl said statistics from all crash reports across the state are processed each year by the Department of Public Safety,
and the factors that contribute to those accidents are evaluated to see why the crashes happened and if any mitigating
action is needed.

"From our angle, we look at the data and use that data to try to figure out where in the state something might happen
next,” Axdahl said.

As an example, he said, a high number of alcohol-related accidents could result in more frequent sobrlety chackpoints. If
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there's a structural change that ¢an improve the safety of a road, he said, the DOT evaluates the area.

Highway evaluations

Day County Sheriff Barry Hillestad said that iype of safety evaluation is happening now along the curves of U.S. Highway
12 near Andover, about 35 miles east of Aberdeen. Department of Public Safety statistics show two fatal accidents along
the curves east of Andover this year and one each in 2013 and 2014.

“A lot of it has been alcohol-involved crashes in that area,” Hillestad said.

That was the case in the most recent fatal crash, involving the driver of a van who was heading the wrong direction on the
divided highway and ran into a recreational vehicle, he said.

A Minnesota man was killed in that crash in the early morning hours of Oct. 25. Others were injured when the vehicles
collided in the westhound lanes.

Even though alcohol has been a factor in some of the Day County crashes, the DOT did a review of the road because of
the high rate of crashes, Hillestad sald. He said some remedies discussed include modifying the road surface for
increased traction, changing signage and adjusting culverts.

Phil Dwight, area engineer for the state DOT, said there has been talk of a high-friction surface near Andover, but there
are no immediate plans.

Realigning a culvert in that area has also been discussed. That's because two recent fatal accidents involved vehicles
teaving the road and hitting a 5-foot wide culvert, Dwight said.

“It shows us we need to do something,” he said.
Dwight said simitar safety conversations are planned in reference to the stretch of highway near Mina.

Edmunds Sheriff Holtz said he has no doubt increased traffic and increased wild animal collisions factor into highway
safety. With more animal crashes, Holtz said, drivers tend to slow down, which leads to bottienecks along the highway.

"4 four-lane highway is a tremendously good idea to help curb this and give room for error,” he said.

Laura Hanson, an employee at Glacial Lakes Energy a mile west of Mina, said she hasn't noticed a significant Increase in
traffic during the five years she’s worked at the plant, but highway traffic is steady.

“I relate the number (of fatal accidents) to human error,” she said.

The DOT tracks traffic along U.S. Highway 12 and has counts for Walworth County west of Glenham and Brown County
wast of Groton, but no data specific to Edmunds County. Both of the other stretches show a predominant increase in
traffic from 2014 to this year. Brown County traffic, at 2,400 to 3,400 vehicles per day, is about triple the Walworth County
traffic of 760 to 1,200 vehicles per day, the statistics show.

Another option would be the addition of rumble strips ateng the center of the highway, Holtz said. That's something he's
seen in Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota.

Hanscn said she agrees with Holtz "100 percent” about the rumble strips. She’s aware of their use in North Dakota and
said they help in alerting drivers that they are crossing that center line.

No easy answers
The recent increase in fatal accidents along U.S. Highway 12 has some officials perplexed.

“We're not sure if it's distracted driving or road conditions,” Brown County Chief Deputy Tom Schmidt said. “It's got us all
kinds of confused.”

These fatals are only a fraction of the accidents heppening along the highway between 2010 and the end of October. of
the 663 crashes between Aberdeen and Mobridge, 88.3 percent ware accidents where only property was damaged and
no one was injured. The remaining 10.3 percent of the accidents were nonfatal injury accidents where 116 people were

hurt.

The common causes of most injuries, if not deaths, stem from drivers not wearing seathelts, using alcohol and driving too
fast, Axdahl said.

“The thing that we just continue to stress from this end is that we really, absolutely have solid evidence that if you huckle
up, your odds of surviving these crashes improves. Two-thirds of our fatals are unbetied. The evidence is not anecdotal,
{(it's) proven,” Axdahl said.

Holtz said he recently spoke with local students about changing their driving habits and avoiding distractions in the vehicle
like answering phones or text messaging.



“It takes a minimum of 30 days to change a habit,” he said. "After 45 days, it doesn't become such a big thing.”

Follow @ElisaSand_aan on Twitter.

Dateline: Aberdsen. 80 Record: 4573dad1884deebd 356534 14aabdd@d3codcaceds
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3 Sheriff calis for changas.on’
dangeéraus US Highway.,.

Diamond-shaped signs mark the spots along the state's highways where fatal accidents have occurred, but the Edmunds
County Sheriff has seen enough wrecks in his county to know something needs to change along U.S. Highway 12.

“I'm urging the public to contact the South Dakota Department of Transportation, contact the governor and contact their
representatives in their district and talk about their concerns with the highway and these unneeded fatalities,” Edmunds
County Sheriff Todd Holtz said.

U.S. Highway 12 from the state Highway 45 intersection at Craven Comer into Brown County, where the highway divides

: west of Aberdeen, has historically been a bad stretch, he said.

“We have a Jot of (grain) terminals out here, a lot of truck traffic, and there’s just a lot of extra traffic on the road than ever

before,” Holtz said.

Just less than two weeks ago, another wreck, and more lives lost: Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions hit head-on
near Mina, killing three people.

A closer look

From the start of 2010 through the end of last month, there were nine accidents that resulted in fatalities in the 100 miles
between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to information from the state Department of Public Safety. And those
numbers don't include the crash last week a mile west of Mina in which three people were killed.

Those nine fatal accidents represent 1.4 percent of the 663 accidents between 2010 and the end of October along U.S.
Highway 12 from Aberdeen to Mobridge, the statistics show. With last week’s wreck folded in, 18 people have died on the
highway in not quite six years.

Since 2010, five of the 10 fatal accidents (including last week’s) were near Mina:

- Nov. 21: Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions collided a mile west of Mina. Michael Schlosser, 59, of Aberdeen,
Kelly Pierce, 42, of Mellette; and Christopher M. McCoy, 32, of Ipswich, died.

= Sept. 27: Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions collided near the Mina overpass. Shelby Jo Thayer, 23, of
Aberdeen; Frieda Trautman, 86, of Eureka and Charles J. Neuharth, 62, of Eureka, died.

« July 17, 2014: A car and semi fraveling in opposite directions collided 2 miles east of Mina. Maury Victor Morisch, 48, of
Aberdeen died.

= Jan. 3, 2014: A sport utility vehicle and semi traveling in opposite directions collided & miles east of Ipswich. Lavinena E.
Guthmiller, 78, and Evelyn K. Scheuffele, 76, both of Eureka, died.

» Dec. 7, 2012: A pickup and van traveling in opposite directions collided 7 miles east of Ipswich. Henry Huft, 82, and
Donnis Huft, 77, both of Bowdle, died.

Different circumstances

The crashes weran't in exactly in the same place and the reasons for the accidents differ. Lee Axdahl, director of the
Office of Highway Safety, said these are just a couple reasons why it's difficult to evaluate highway safety.

Statewide there were 17,346 accidents in 2014, according to Department of Public Safety records. Of those accidents 136
— about 0.8 percent — were fatal. .

“If you were to plot out the fatalities, if's spread out across the state, which makes it difficult, with tens of thousands of
county roads and interstates, to always have the law enforcement out there to prevent accidents,” Axdahl said.

Axdahl said statistics from all crash reperts across the state are processed each year by the Department of Public Safety,
and the faciors that contribute to those accidents are evaluated to see why the crashes happened and if any mitigating
action is needed.

“From our angle, we look at the data and use that data to try to figure out where in the state something might happen
next,” Axdah| said.

As an example, he said, a high number of alcohol-related accidents could result in more frequent sobriety checkpoints. If
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there’s a structural change that can improve the safety of a road, he said, the DOT evaluates the area.

Highway evaluations

Day County Sheriff Barry Hillestad said that type of safety evaluation is happening now along the curves of U.S. Highway
12 near Andover, about 35 miles east of Aberdeen. Department of Public Safety statistics show two fatal accidents along
the curves east of Andover this year and one each in 2013 and 2014.

“A lot of it has been alcohol-involved ¢rashes in that area,” Hillestad said.

That was the case in the most recent fatal crash, invelving the driver of a van who was heading the wrong direction on the
divided highway and ran into a recreational vehicle, he said.

A Minnesota man was killed in that crash in the early morning hours of Oct. 25. Cthers were injured when the vehicles
collided in the westbound lanes.

Even though alcohel has been a factor in some of the Day County crashes, the DOT did a review of the road because of
the high rate of crashes, Hillestad said. He said some remedies discussed include modifying the road surface for

increased traction, changing signage and adjusting culverts.

Phil Dwight, area engineer for the state DOT, said there has been talk of a high-friction surface near Andover, but there
are no immediate plans. ’ ’

Realigning a culvert in that area has also been discussed. That's because two recent fatal accidents involved vehicles
leaving the road and hitting a 5-foot wide culvert, Dwight said.

“It shows us we need to do something,” he said.
Dwight said similar safety conversations are planned in reference to the stretch of highway near Mina.

Edmunds Sheriff Holiz said he has no doubt increased traffic and increased wild animal collisions factor into highway
safety. With more animal crashes, Holtz said, drivers tend to slow down, which leads to bottlenecks along the highway.

“A four-lane highway is a tremendously good idea to help curb this and give room for error,” he said.

Laura Hanson, an employee at Glacial Lakes Energy a mile west of Mina, said she hasn't noticed a significant increase in
traffic during the five years she's worked at the plant, but highway traffic is steady.

“I relate the number (of fatal accidents) to human error,” she said.

The DOT tracks traffic along U.S. Highway 12 and has counts for Walworth County west of Glenham and Brown County
west of Groton, but no data specific to Edmunds County. Both of the other stretches show a predominant increase in
traffic from 2014 to this year. Brown County traffic, at 2,400 to 3,400 vehicles per day, is about triple the Walworth County
traffic of 760 to 1,200 vehicles per day, the statistics show.

Another option would be the addition of rumble strips along the center of the highway, Holtz said. That's something he's
seen in Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota.

Hanson said she agrees with Holtz “100 percent” about the rumble strips. She's aware of their use in North Dakota and
said they help in alerting drivers that they are crossing that center line.

No easy answers
The recent increase in fatal accidents along U.S. Highway 12 has some officials perplexed.

“We're not sure If It's distracted driving or road conditions,” Brown County Chief Deputy Tom Schmidt said. “It's got us all
kinds of confused.”

These fatals are only a fraction of the accidents happening along the highway between 2010 and the end of October. Of
the 663 crashes between Aberdeen and Mobridge, 88.3 percent were accidents where only property was damaged and
na one was injured. The remaining 10.3 percent of the accidents were nonfatal injury accidents where 116 people were

hurt.

The common causes of most injuries, if not deaths, stem from drivers not wearing seatbelts, using alcohol and driving too
fast, Axdahl said.

“The thing that we just continue to stress from this end is that we really, absolutely have solid evidence that if you buckle
up, your odds of surviving these crashes improves. Twe-thirds of our fatals are unbelted. The evidence is not anecdotal,
(it's) proven,” Axdahl said.

Haltz said he recently spoke with local students about changing their driving habits and avolding distractions in the vehicle
like answering phones or text messaging.



“It takes a minimum of 30 days to change a habit,” he said. "After 45 days, it doesn’t become such a big thing.”

Follow @ElisaSand_aan on Twitter.
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Three dead in Saturday accident g Hide Details
Aberdsen American News (5D) - November 22, 2015 Browse lssues
Author/Byline: Kathy Jensen kjensen@aberdesnnews.com Secllon: Local Readability: 5-12 grade level (Lexile: 1110)
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Fatal accident: Christopher Michael McCoy, of Ipswich, was killed in a car accident on Highway 12 Saturday. His name
was wrong in this story, from information provided by South Dakota Highway Patrol. The name has been corrected below.
We regret the error.

Three people, including an Aberdeen doctor, were killed Saturday afternoon in an accident 1 mile west of Mina on U.S.
Highway 12.

Michael Schlosser, 59, of Aberdeen was wastbound in a 2008 GMC Sierra K150 pickup when he was struck by Kelly
Pierce, 42, of Melletie, according to a South Dakota Highway Patrol news release.

Pierce was eastbound in a 2014 Dodge Dart and crossed the center line, according to the release.
Christopher Michael McCoy, 32, of Ipswich was a passenger with Pierce, the release said.

All three were pronounced dead at the scene. Schlosser and McCoy were wearing seatbelts, the release said.
Schlosser was an emergency room doctor at Avera St. Luke's Hospital.

“Qur prayers and condolences are with Dr. Schlosser's family and the families of the other victims,” Todd Forkel, regional
president and CEO, said in a news release,

“Dr. Schlosser set a great example with his bedside manner and how he always took time to be a teacher to his co-
workers. He will be deeply missed.”

The accident closed U.S. Highway 12 for several hours and traffic was diverted. The Ipswich Fire Department and the
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks helped direct traffic.

The Edmunds County Sheriffs Office, Brown County Sheriffs Office, Aberdeen Fire and Rescue and Ipswich Ambulance
also responded to the scene.

Follow @kjensen_AAN on Twitter.
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Funeral times set for two in Mina accldent Q Hide Detafls

Aberdeen Amerfcan News (5D} - Octoher 8, 2015 Browse fssues » DRIVER CiTED IN FATAL
Author/Byline: Kathy Jensen kfensen@aberdeennews.com Section: Local Readability: 6-8 grade level (i exile: 1010) ‘CRASH ' :
A funeral service for two people killed in & Sept, 27 wreck near Mina is Saturday. + OBITUARIES

The services for both Frieda Trautman, 86, of Eureka, and Charles J. Neuharth, 62, of Eureka, will be 10 a.m. Saturday at * Obifs.

the Eureka High School gymnasium. The Rev. James Grossmann will officiate: » ORITUARIES

" Neuharth, 62, crossed the center line on U.S. Highway 12 after losing control of his vehicle, according to the South Dakota |* IN KENTUCKY

Highway Patrol. He struck a vehicle driven by Shelby Jo Thayer, 23, according to the accident report. ) N KENTUCKY'
Trautman and Marilyn Neuharth, of Eureka, were passengers of Charles Neuharth. » Obiwaries. .

¥ Obluaties
Marilyn Neuharth, 62, remained in a Minneapolis hospital Thursday afternoon. A Hennepin County Medical Center nursing | .
suparvisor said she was in critical but stable condition. # Obittaries

O ) s

Thayer's funeral was Oct. 1. ' bituaries
Follow @kjensen_AAN on Twitter. Quick Links
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Shelby Jo Thayer & Hde Dewits
1 Aberdeen American News (8D} - September 30, 2015 Browse lssues » Obituéries Obit
: Atithor/Byline: Staff Writer Section: Obitugries Readability: 8-12 grade jevel (Lexile: 1100}

» Obituanes Ohit -
Aberdeen: Funeral service for Shelby Jo Thayer, 23, of Aberdeen and formerly of Forbes, N.D., will be 10 a.m. Thursday,
Oct. 1, 2015, Zion Lutheran Church in Ellendale. y Obztuarles (ALL edmons)

» The F'ead JamSong.

Burial will be in Aurdal Cemetery. Counidown A Revigw (F'aﬁ 4)-
Visitation will be from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday at the church and one hour prior to the service, with a prayer service at 7 » Obituaries .
pm. , » Wednesday, April 18 12007
i . Shelby died Sunday, Sept. 27, 2015, from injuries sustained from a motor vehicle accident near Mina. : ¥ We““esc'ay- AP'” 18: 2007 o
. s Obitoaries, '

1 Shelby Jo Thayer was born Nov. 19, 1981, in Aberdeen. She began school in Hecla. In second grade, her family moved
E to Forbes, N.D. She attended Leola High School and graduated with honors in May 2010. On July 7, 2012, she gave birth {» Death nntuces :
to the light of her life, Easton Michael. Prior to her death, she held several administrative positions and worked as a
i waitress at various local venues.

+ Vantura .

in high school, Shelby loved to perform; she enjoyed playing the saxophone and being a member of the Leola High Quick Links

School show choir. She was a member of the oral interpretation team and Leola FBLA, serving as a state officer for South ¥ Find more amc[es by Staff
Dakota FBLA. Shelby was active in Girl Scouts, 4-H and a cast member in the high school plays. She enjoyed music, Wmer ]

photography and was an avid reader. With a talent for hairdressing, she was called upon by many to style hair for formal | » Fing. all arucles an September :
occasions. 30, 2015 -‘ SR

Shelby's smile could light up 2 room and her genuine concern for others touched the lives of many. Her son will continue
to bring this light into the world of her family as he shares her smile and contagious laugh.

Grateful for having shared her life are her son, Easton; her fiance, Alan Patersen of Ipswich, and his daughter, Charlig;
parents: Darci and Michael Wolff of Ferbes, N.D., and Scott and Brenda Thayer of Aberdeen. Shelby is also survived by a
brother, Landon (Alesha} Thayer of Forbes; three sisters: Lexi Thayer (Andrew Hoffman) of Aberdeen and Grace and
Avery Wolff of Forbes; and a stepbrother, Dillon Spurr of Leola. She also leaves maternal grandparents, Robert and Gayle
Lloyd of Hecla; paternal grandparents, Danny and Elaine Thayer of Cogswell, N.D.; as well as stepgrandparents, Ted and
Karen Wolff of Forbes and Arthur Bretsch of Aberdeen. She is survived by three nieces; a nephew; and several aunts,
uncles and cousins; who will miss her dearly.

el ol el et e

Shelby was preceded in death by maternal great-grandparents: Ernest (Bud) Frohling and Ernest and Florence Lloyd;
; paternal great-grandparents: Delmar and Mavis Thayer, Henry Bernstein and Beverly Adolf; and stepgrandmother Donna
- Bretsch.

Carisen Funeral Home of Ellendale has been entrusted with arrangements.

carlsenfh.com
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Investigation continues in fatal Mina accident & Hide Details
Aberdeen Amerfcan News (5D) - September 30, 2015 Browge Issues . » Grashes daim two mars lives
Author/Byline: Kathy Jensen kjensen@aberdeennews.com Secton: Local Readability: 10-12 grade level (Lexile: 1190} ' ’ )

» Failen officer back in.
No new information was available Tuesday concerning an investigation into the two-vehicle accident near Mina that killed Blaoimingtah - Procession
three people. “escorts... )

¥ Fallen officer back in

“The investigation is still continuing,” said Tony Mangan, public information officer for the South Dakota Department of Biooming
oomingion

' Safety. . -
» KENTUCKY -~
Chanrles J. Neuharth, 62, of Eureka was traveling east on U.S. Highway 12 on Sunday when he lost control, crossing the :

- center line and hitting a vehicle driven by Shelby Thayer, 23, of Aberdean. » Pliaski Central studentkilled in

crash .
Both Neuharth and Thayer were killed in the collision, as was Frieda Trautman; 86, of Eureka, who was a passenger s Poi:i.ceider.)%il’y crash.\.*ictim

- Neuharth's vehicle. . .
] » PROSECUTOR IS WEIGHING

CHARGES IN ACCIDENT

Another passenger with Nauharth, Marilyn Neuharth, 62, of Eureka suffered life-threatening injuries, according to the :
- THATKILLED... -

South Dakota Highway Patrol.

L \ , . ’ , ! B » OBITUARIES
She was transferred to a hospital in Minneapolis, Mangan said. The specific hospital was not available, he said. : . )
'».Crashasclaim theives of 3

Funeral arrangements for Charles Neuharth and Trautman are still pending with Carlsen Funeral Home of Eureka. lsens _
+ Cop was thasing fraffic violator

The funeral service for Thayer will be 10 a.m. Thursday at Zicn Lutheran Church in Ellendale, N.D. Visitation is today from . :
Chasing: Officer,.,

5 to 7 p.m. at the church, with a prayer service at 7 p.m. There will also be visitation one hour prior to the funeral.

“She was the light of everything. Her smile lit up the room," Thayer's mother, Darci Wolff, said Tuesday. "She was a very Q_dick Link=s .

fun, loving young lady.” » Find more articles by:Kathy
Jansen' N ' .
Family was very important to Thayer and she was very close to her family members, Wolff said. kjensén@aber_daenh_ews.'com
¥ Find all aricles on Seplamber
“Her littte boy was her world,” Wolff said. “She spent a lot of time going to her siblings’ activities.” ‘30, 2015 el

TP R

Thayer had one brother, three sisters and a stepbrother.

T “Anyone who was down, she was going to pick them up and try to help, no matter what,” Wolff said, remembering her
daughter as a caring and generous person.

- Thayer was engaged to Alan Petersen, an Edmunds Counly sheriff's deputy.
Thayer graduated from Leola High School in 2010.
! The Neuharth family declined comment on the accident.

Follow kjensen_AANon Twitter.
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Youngest wctlrn in Mlna-area accudent was a mother a Hide Details
Aberdsen American News {50 - September 29, 2015 Browse lsaues
AuthoriByline: Kathy Jensen kjensen@aberdesnnews.com  Secfion: Local Readability; 8-12 grade level (Lexile: 1100)

An Aberdeen wornan who was one of three people killed in 2 Sunday afternoon wreck near Mina had & young son and
was engaged to be married.

Shelby Jo Thayer, 23, was westbound on U.S. Highway 12 driving a 2011 Dodge Avenger when her vehicle was struck,

according to the South Dakota Highway Patrol.

A Jeep Grand Cherokee, driven by Charles J. Neuharth, 62, of Eureka was traveling east on U.S. Highway 12 when he
. lost control and crossed the center line, according to the release. The Jeep hit “nearly head on” with Thayer's vehicle,
according to the release.

Neuharth was also killed in the collision. So was Frieda Trautman, 86, of Eureka, who was a passenger in the Jeep.

Another passenger in the Jeep, Marilyn Neuharth, 62, of Eureka suffered life-threatening injuries, according to the
Highway Patrol. She was transferred. A condition update was not available Monday night.

Thayer was a bartender at Rohly’s Bar and became part of the tight-knit family there, her friends said Monday evening.
“She was my adopted daughter. She was beautiful and as loving as you could possibly get,” Rebekah LeFort said.
“She was loved by all at Rohly's. Rohly’s family will always love and miss her,” LeFort said,

“If you didn't fall in love with her in the first five minutes, you weren’t there for five minutes,” Devin Rathert, another of
Thayer's friends, said. "She loved her friends.”

For Miranda McConaughey, Rebekah LeFort and Narciss LeFort, Thayer was more than a friend, she was family.

“She brought our daughter {(Miranda) back from Rapid City and become part of our family, She adopted us,” Rebekah
LeFort said,

“She was always there for me,” McConaughey said. “I'll never forget her. She was an amazing friend and sister. She
would have done anything for anyone. “
for the Edmunds County Sheriff's Cffice. Petersen is an Edmunds County deputy.

“She adored her son, Easton. Her son was her world,” Rebekah LeFort said. “She had an amazing finance, Alan
Petersen. He was a huge part of her life.”

Thayer loved to play beanbags and was an excellent bartender, her friends said.

A candle and balloon vigit for Thayer is set for Saturday at 7 p.m. at Rohly's.

to 7 p.m. Wednesday at the church, with a prayer service at 7 p.m.
Funeral arrangements for Trautman and Charles Neuharth are pending with Carlsen Funeral Home of Eureka.

The wreck happened around 3 p.m. on U.S. Highway 12 at mile marker 278, according to the release. That's near the
Mina overpass.
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Thayer had a son, Easton, 3, and was engaged to Alan Petersen, according to information posted on the Facebook page

Funeral services for Thayer will be at 10 a.m. Thursday at Zion Lutheran Church in Ellendale, N.D. Visitation will be from 5
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Aberdeen, Ipswu:h residents injured in U S. Hnghway 12 colllsmn & Hide Details
Aberdesn American News (SD) - September 28, 2013 Browse lssues
Author/Byline: Staffreports American News Section: Living Readability: 6-8 grads feve! (Lexile; 1040)

An Aberdeen man and two Ipswich residents were injured in an accident Friday afternoon east of [pswich.

Sheilan Walz, 57, of Aberdeen was westbound on U.S. Highway 12 when he approached a vehicle waiting to make a left
turn onto 365th Ave., according to Trooper T.J. Serr of the South Dakota Highway Patrol.

At the same time, a vehicle driven by Wesley Stemn, 70, of rural |pswich was eastbound approaching the same
intersection on U.S. Highway 12, according to Serr.

The driver of the vehicle that had been waiting to turn turned right instead to avoid a collision with Walz's pickup,
according to Serr. Walz then crossed the center line and collided nearly head-on with the Stem vehicle.

Luke’s Hospital. Wesley Stem was transported by Aberdeen Fire and Rescus to Avera St. Luke's, according to Serr.

Woesley Stern was listed in fair condition and Sylvia Stem was in serious condition as of late Friday night, according to a
nursing supervisor at Avera St. Luke's. Walz was transferred to another hospital. His condition and location were not
known.

Alsa responding to the scene were the Ipswich Fire Department and the Edmunds County Sheriff's Department. The
accident is still under investigation by the Highway Patrol.

. in Maryville area..

* Injuries reported in récent .

Walz and Stem's passenger — Sylvia Stern, 67, of rural Ipswich — were transported by Ipswich Ambulance to Avera St.
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Aberdeen man's condntnon upgraded from critical to fair a Hide Petalls
Aberdaen American News (SD) - Ocilober 3, 2013 Browse fssues

Author/Byline: Scolt Feldman sfeldman@sberdeennews.com Amesican News Section: News
Readabiiity: >12 grade level (Lexile: 1350}

An Aberdeen man who was injured in cotlision Friday afternoon about 6 miles east of Ipswich has been upgraded from
critical to fair condition, a spokeswoman for Avera McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls said.

After a near head-on collision between two vehicles on U.S. Highway 12 near 365th Avenue, Shielan Walz was taken to
Avera St. Luke's Hospital and was later transferred to Avera McKennan Hospital, where he was originally listed in critical

condition, according to a nursing supervisor.

Two Ipswich residents, Wesley Stem, 70, and Sylvia Stem, 67, were also injured in the collision, Wesley Stem remains
¢ at Avera St. Luke's Hospital in fair condition, a nursing supervisor said.

The condition of Sylvia Stem, who was initially taken to Avera St. Luke's before she was flown to McKennan, was
unavailable Wednesday night.

The incident is still under investigation, said Lt. Doug Coughlin of the South Dakota State Highway Patrol.
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OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, Sept. 28, 2015

CONTACT: Capt. Rob Weinmeister, Lt. Caleb Walters, Lt. Doug Coughlin
South Dakota Highway Patrol, 605-626-2286 OR
Tony Mangan, Department of Public Safety, 605-773-6196

Edmunds County Fatal Crash

What: Two vehicle fatal crash
Where: U.S. Highway 12, mile marker 278, near Mina overpass
When: 312 p.m, Sunday, Sept. 27, 2015

Driver 1: Shelby Thayer, 23, Aberdeen, S.D., Fatal
Vehicle: 2011 Dodge Avenger

Driver 2: Charles Neuharth, 62, Eureka, S.D., Fatal

Passengers: Marilyn Neuharth, 62, Eureka, S.D,, Life-Threatening Injuries
Frieda Trautman, 86, Eureka, S.D., Fatal

Vehicle: 2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee

MINA, S.D. - Three people died in a two-vehicle accident that occurred Sunday afternoon near Mina,
S.D.

A Jeep Grand Cherokee, driven by Charles Neuharth, 62, Eureka, S.D., was traveling east on U.S,
Highway 12 when he lost control and the vehicle crossed the center line. The Jeep collided nearly

head on with a westbound 2011 Dodge Avenger, driven by Shelby Thayer, 23, Aberdeen, S.D.

Both drivers were killed as was Frieda Trautman, 86, Eureka, S.D., who was a passenger in the
Neuharth vehicle. Another passenger in the same vehicle, Marilyn Neuharth, 62, Eureka, 5.D.,
sustained life-threatening injuries.

All three occupants of the Jeep were wearing seathelts, Thayer was not wearing a seatbelt.
The Highway Patrol continues to investigate. Other agencies responding to the scene were the
Edmunds County Sheriffs Office, Brown County Sheriffs Office, Brown County Fire and Rescue,

lpswich Fire and Rescue and Avera Care Flight.

The Highway Patrol is part of the state Department of Public Safety.
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SD Couple Dies In Multi-Vehicle Crash Near Ipswich

December 7, 2012, 7:54 PM

] NEAR IPSWICH, SD - A multi-vehicle crash near Ipswich Friday 0
‘ morning kills a South Dakota couple. e
G+

Authorities say 82-year-old Henry Huft was driving on Highway 12
east of Ipswich when he lost control of his pickup. The pickup then
collided with a van, went into the ditch and was hit by another

vehicle.

Huft and his wife Donnis, of Bowdle, died in the crash. Neither
were wearing their seatbelts.

The driver of the van, Douglas Kenny, 54, was wearing his

seatbelt. He has serious injuries. 10

The third vehicle, driven by a minor, went into the ditch to avoid
the crash. That vehicle struck the driver’s side of the Huft’s
vehicle in the ditch.

The South Dakota Highway Patrol is investigating.
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OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Saturday, Jan. 4, 2013
! CONTACT: Capt. Rob Weinmeister, Lt. Caleb Walters or Lt. Doug Coughlin,
S.D. Highway Patrol, 605-626-2286

Edmunds County Fatal Crash

What: Three-vehicle fatal crash
Where: US Highway 12, six miles east of Ipswich, SD
When: Friday, Jan. 3, 2014, 3:26 p.m.

Driver 1: Stephen Donaid Simon, 19, Groton, SD, minor injuries
Vehicle 1: 1997 Freightliner semi-truck with trailer

Driver 2: Lavinena E. Guthmiller, 78, Eureka, SD, fatal
Passenger 1. Evelyn Katharina Scheuffele, 76, Eureka, SD, fatal
Vehicle 2: 1998 Ford Explorer

Driver 3: Hedi Noel Schauer, 29, Ashley, ND, no injuries
Vehicle 3: 2005 Chevrolet Malibu

IPSWICH, S.D. - Two Eureka, S.D., women died in a three-vehicle crash on U.S. Highway 12 about six
miles east of Ipswich on Friday, Jan. 3.

Lavinena E. Guthmiller, 78, was westbound driving a 1998 Ford Explorer. Her vehicle slid sideways on
an icy patch of highway into the eastbound lane where it collided with an eastbound 1997 Freightliner
semi-truck hauling a load of baled hay.

= Guthmiller's vehicle entered the south ditch. She was thrown from the vehicle and was dead at the
scene. A passenger, Evelyn Katharina Scheuffele, 76, also died in the crash. Neither occupant was
j wearing a seatbelt.

After the collision, the Freightliner entered the north ditch, where it struck a 2005 Chevrolet Malibu.
Stephen Donald Simon, 19, of Groton, S.D., was driving the Freightliner. He sutfered minor injuries. He

wasn't wearing a seatbelt.

Hedi Noel Schauer, 29, of Ashley, N.D., was driving the Chevrolet. She said she drove into the ditch to
try to avoid the first crash. Schauer, who was wearing a seatbelt, and a minor passenger in a child

seat, were not injured.

No further information is immediately available.

http://news.sd.govnewsitemn.aspx?id=15599 1/2
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The South Dakota Highway Patrol is investigating. Edmunds County Sheriff's Office, [pswich
Ambulance, Ipswich Fire Department and Aberdeen Fire and Rescue assisted.

hitp://news.sd.govnewsitemn.aspx7id= 15599
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1/23/2016 2-Vehicle Crash West Of Mina Leaves 3 People Dead | KDLT.com South Dakota News - News, Sports, and Weather Sioux Falls South Dakota

Three people are dead following a two-vehicle crash west of Mina that forced the closure of U.S. Highway
12 for more than 2 hours.

The South Dakota Highway Patrol says the crash happened around 2:45 p.m. Saturday, when a pickup
truck traveling west on Highway 12 was struck by a car that was eastbound and crossed the center line.

Authorities say the pickup's driver, 59-year-old Michael Schldsser, and the car's two occupants, 42-year-old
Kelly Pierce and 32-year-old Christopher McCoy, were pronounced dead at the scene.

The Aberdeen American News reports Schlosser, of Aberdeen, was an emergency room doctor at Avera St.
Luke's Hospital.

Authorities say Pierce, of Mellete, was driving the car that struck the pickup. They say Schlosser and
McCoy, of Ipswich, were wearing seatbelts.

The Highway Patrol says the crash remains under investigation.

hittp:/fwww.bdlt cominewsfiocal-news three-klled-in-car-crash-near- mina-sd/ 36595558
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015
CONTACT: Capt. Rob Weinmeister, Lt. Caleb Walters, Lt. Doug Coughlin South Dakota Highway
Patrol, 605-626-2286 OR Tony Mangan, Department of Public Safety, 605-773-6196

Edmunds County Fatal Crash

What: Two-vehicle fatal crash
Where: U.S. Highway 12, mile marker 273, one mile west of Mina, 5.D.

When: 245 p.m., Saturday, Nov, 21, 2015

Driver No. 1: Michael Schlosser, 59, Aberdeen, S.D., Fatal Injuries
Vehicle: 2008 GMC Sierra K150 Pickup

Driver No. 2: Kelly Pierce, 42, Mellette, S.D., Fatal Injuries
Passenger: Christopher McCoy, 32, Ipswich, S.D., Fatal Injuries
Vehicle: 2014 Dodge Dart

MINA, S.D. - Three people were killed in a two-vehicle crash that occurred Saturday afternoon, one

mile west of Mina, S.D.

A 2008 GMC Sierra K150 pickup was traveling west on U.S. Highway 12. It was struck by a 2014
Dodge Dart which was eastbound and crossed the center line.

All three occupants were pronounced dead at the scene: Michael Schlosser, 59, of Aberdeen, who
was driving the pickup; Kelly Pierce, 42, of Mellette, S.D., who was driving the Dodge Dart and his
passenger, Christopher McCoy, 32, Ipswich. Schiosser and McCoy were wearing seatbelts.

Because of the crash, that section of U.S. Highway 12 was closed to traffic for 2 ¥2 hours.
The South Dakota Highway Patrol continues to investigate. Other agencies responding to the scene
were Edmunds County Sheriff's Office, Brown County Sheriff's Office, Aberdeen Fire and Rescue,

Ipswich Ambulance, state Game, Fish and Parks Department, Edmunds County Coroner, Brown

County Coroner and Ipswich Fire Department.

The Highway Patrol is part of the state Department of Public Safety.

hitp://fnews.sd.govnewsitem.aspx?id= 18566 1M



1/23/2016 KELOLAND.com| Three Killed In Sunday Crash
MINA, SD - Three people were killed in a crash near Mina, South Dakota, Sunday afterncon.

The South Dakota Highway Patrol says Charles Neuharth, 62, of Eureka, lost control of his Jeep Grand Cheroke
as he was driving east on U.S, Highway 12. The Jeep crossed the center line and collided nearly head on with
Dodge Avenger, which was headed west. Neuharth and the other driver, Shelby Thayer, 23, of Aberdeen, botl
died.

A passenger in the Jeep, Frieda Trautman, 86, of Eureka also died. Another passenger in the Jeep has life-
threatening injuries.

Troopers with the Highway Patrol continue to investigate.
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232016 8D Sheriff calls for changes on "dangerous" US Highway 12 | News | capjournal.com

ABERDEEN — Diamond-shaped signs mark the spots along the state's highways where fatal
accidents have occurred, but the Edmunds County sheriff has seen enough wrecks in his county to

know something needs to change along U.S. Highway 12.

"I'm urging the public to contact the South Dakota Department of Transportation, contact the
governor and contact their representatives in their district and talk about their concerns with the
highway and these unneeded fatalities," Edmunds County Sheriff Todd Holtz told the American

News.

Highway 12 from the state Highway 45 intersection at Craven Corner into Brown County, where the
highway divides west of Aberdeen, has historically been a bad stretch, he said.

"We have a lot of (grain) terminals out here, a lot of truck traffic, and there's just a lot of extra

traffic on the road than ever before," Holtz said.

About two weeks ago, another wreck, and more lives lost: Two vehicles traveling in opposite

directions hit head-on near Mina, killing three people.

From the start of 2010 through the end of last month, there were nine accidents that resulted in
fatalities in the 100 miles between Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to information from the

state Department of Public Safety. And those numbers don't include the crash near Mina.

Those nine fatal accidents represent 1.4 percent of the 663 accidents between 2010 and the end of
October along U.S. Highway 12 from Aberdeen to Mobridge, the statistics show. With the wreck
near Mina folded in, 18 people have died on the highway in not quite six years.

Lee Axdahl, director of the Office of Highway Safety, said it's difficult to evaluate highway safety.

Statewide there were 17,346 accidents in 2014, according to department records. Of those

accidents 136 — about 0.8 percent — were fatal.

"If you were to plot out the fatalities, it's spread out across the state, which makes it difficult, with
tens of thousands of county roads and interstates, to always have the law enforcement out there to

prevent accidents," Axdahl said.

http:/Awww.capjournal.com/news/sd-sheriff-calls-for-chang es-on-dang erous-us-hig hwayarticle_39886a86-9940- 11e5-a8f7-33c272953228.hirl 1/3



1/23/2016 SD Sheriff calls for changes on "dangerous” US Highway 12 | News | capjournal.com
Axdahl said statistics from all crash reports across the state are processed each year by the
Department of Public Safety, and the factors that contribute to those accidents are evaluated to sce

why the crashes happened and if any mitigating action is needed.

"From our angle, we look at the data and use that data to try to figure out where in the state
something might happen next," Axdahl said.

As an example, he said, a high number of alcohol-related accidents could result in more frequent
sobriety checkpoints. If there's a structural change that can improve the safety of a road, he said, the
DOT evaluates the area.

Day County Sheriff Barry Hillestad said that type of safety evaluation is happening now along the
curves of U.S. Highway 12 near Andover, about 35 miles east of Aberdeen. Department of Public
Safety statistics show two fatal accidents there this year and one eachin 2013 and 2014,

"A lot of it has been alcohol-involved crashes in that arca," Hillestad said.

Even though alcohol has been a factor in some of the Day County crashes, the DOT did a review of
the road because of the high rate of crashes, Hillestad said. He said some remedies discussed

include modifying the road surface for increased traction, changing signage and adjusting culverts.

Phil Dwight, area engineer for the state DOT, said there has been talk of a high-friction surface near

Andover, but there arec no immediate plans.

Realigning a culvert in that area has also been discussed. That's because two recent fatal accidents

involved vehicles leaving the road and hitting a 5-foot wide culvert, Dwight said.

bl s il .

"It shows us we need to do something," he said.

Dwight said similar safety conversations are planned in reference to the stretch of highway near
Mina.

Edmunds Sheriff Holtz said he has no doubt increased traffic and increased wild animal collisions
factor into highway safety. With more animal crashes, Holtz said, drivers tend to slow down, which
leads to bottlenecks along the highway.

hitp://www.capjournal.com/news/sd-sheriff- calls-for -changes-on-dang erous-us-highwayarticle_39886a86-9340-1 1e5-a8f7-33c273953928.himl 23




1/23/2016 SD Sheriff calls for changes on "dangerous" US Highway 12 | News | capjournal.com
"A four-lane highway is a tremendously good idea to help curb this and give room for error," he

said.

The DOT tracks traffic along U.S. Highway 12 and has counts for Walworth County west of
Glenham and Brown County west of Groton, but no data specific to Edmunds County. Both of the
other stretches show a predominant increase in traffic from 2014 to this year. Brown County
traffic, at 2,400 to 3,400 vehicles per day, is about triple the Walworth County traffic of 760 to
1,200 vehicles per day, the statistics show.

Another option would be the addition of rumble strips along the center of the highway, Holtz said.

That's something he's seen in Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota.
The recent increase in fatal accidents along U.S. Highway 12 has some officials perplexed.

"We're not sure if it's distracted driving or road conditions," Brown County Chief Deputy Tom
Schmidt said. "Tt's got us all kinds of confused."

hitp:/fwwww.capjournal.com/news/sd-sheriff-calls-for-chang es-on-dang eraus-us-hig hway'article_39886a86-9940- 11e5-a8f7-33c27a953928 . himl
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Fatal wrecks across area cause concern

2015-11-29 | American News

Nov. 29--Diamond-s haped signs mark the spots along the state's highways where fatal accidents have occurred, butthe Edmun
County Sheriff has seen enough wrecks in his county fo know something needs fo change along U.S. Highway 12.

"I'm urging the public to contact the South Daketa Department of Transportation, contact the governor and contact their
representatives in their district and talk about their concems with the highway and these unneeded fatalities,” Edmunds County
Sheriff Todd Holtzsaid.

U.S, Highway 12 from the state Highway 45 intersection at Craven Corner into Brown County, where the highway divides west of
Aberdeen, has historically been a bad siretch, he said.

“We have alot of (grain) terminals out here, a lof of fruck traffic, and there's just a ot of extra traffic on the road than ever before,”
Holtz said.

Justless than two weeks ago, another wreck, and more fives lost: Two vehicles fraveling in opposite directions hithead-on near
Mina, killing three people.

Acloseriook

From the start of 2010 through the end of last month, there were nine accidents that resufted in fatalities in the 100 miles betwee
Aberdeen and Mobridge, according to information from the state Departrnent of Public Safety. And those numbers don'tinciude t
crash lastweek a miia west of Mina in which three people were killed.

Those nine fatal accideints represent 1.4 percent of the 663 accidents hetween 2010 and the end of Ocfober along U.S. Highway
from Aberdeen o Mobridge, the statistics show. With last week's wreck foided in, 18 people have died on the highway in not quite
sixysars. :

Since 2010, five of the 10 fatal accidents (including last week's) were near Mina:

- Nov. 21: Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions collided a mile west of Mina. Michael Schlosser, 59, of Aberdeen; Kelly
Pierce, 42, of Mellette; and Christopher M. McCoy, 32, of ipswich, died.

~ Sept. 27: Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions collided near the Mina overpass. Shelby Jo Thayer, 23, of Aberdeen; Frie
Trautman, 88, of Eureka and Charles J. Neuharth, 62, of Eureka, died.

- July 17, 2014: Acar and semi traveling in opposite directions coifided 2 miles east of Mina, Maury Victor Morisch, 48, of Aberdet
died.

- Jan. 3, 2014: Asport utility vehicle and semi fraveling in opposite directions collided 6 miles east of ipswich. Lavinena E.
Guthmiller, 78, and Eveiyn K. Scheuffele, 76, both of Eureka, died,

-- Dec. 7, 2012: A pickup and van traveling in opposite directions collided 7 miles east of ipswich. Henry Huft, 82, and Donnis Hul
77. both of Bowdie, died.

Different

circumstances

The crashes weren'tin exacly in the same place and the reasons for the accidents differ. Lee Axdahi, director of the Office of
Highway Safety, said these are justa couple reasons whyits difficult fo evaluate highway safety.
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Statewide there were 17,346 accidents in 2014, according to Department of Public Safety records. Of those accidents 136 -- abo
0.8 percent -- ware fatal,

"If you were to plot out the fatalities, it's spread out across the stafe, which makes it difficult, with tens of thousands of county roac
and interstates, fo always have the law enforcement out there to preveni accidents " Axdahi said.

Axdahl said statistics from all crash reports across the siate are processed each year by the Department of Public Safety, and the
factors that contribute to those accidents are evaluated to see why the crashes happened and if any mitigating action is needed.

"From our angla, we look at the data and use that data to tryto figure out where in the state something might happen nex,” Axdah
said.

As an example, he said, a high number of aicohol-related accidents could resultin more frequent sobriety checkpoints. If there's
structural change that can improve the safety of a road, he said, the DOT evaluates the area. :

Highway evaluations

Day County Sheriff Barry Hillestad said that type of safety evatuation is happening now aiong the curves of U.S. Highway 12 near
Andover, about 35 miles east of Aberdsen. Depastment of Public Safety statistics show two fatal accidents along the curves east
Andover this year and one each in 2013 and 2014.

"Alot of it has heen alcohol-involved crashes in that area,” Hillesfad said.

That was the case in the most recent fatal crash, involving the driver of a van who was heading the wrong direction on the divided
highway and ran into a recreational vehicle, he said.

AMnnesota man was killed in that crash in the early morning hours of Oct. 25. Others were injured when the vehicies collided in
the westbound tanes.

Ewven though alcohol has been a factor in some of the Day County crashes, the DOT did a review of the road because of the high
rate of crashes, Hillestad said. He said some remedies discussed include modifying the road surface for increased fraction,

changing signage and adjusting culverts.

Phil Dwight, area engineer for the state DOT, said there has been talk of a high-friction surface near Andover, but thers are no
immediate pians.

Realigning a culvert in that area has also been discussed. That's because two recent fatal accidents involved vehicles leaving th-
road and hitiing a 5-foot wide culvert, Dwight said.

"It shows us we need to do something,” he said.
Dwight said similar safety conversations are planned in reference to the stretch of highway near Mina.

Edmunds Sheriff Holtz said he has no doubt increased traffic and increased wild animal collisions factor into highway safety. Wit
more animal crashes, Holizsaid, drivers tand 1o slow down, which leads o botlenacks along the highway.

"A four4ane highway is a tremendously good idea to help curb this and give rcom for error,” he said.

Laura Hanson, an employee at Glacial Lakes Energy a mile wast of Mina, said she hasn't noticed a significant increase in fraffic
during the five years she's worked atthe plant, but highway traffic is steady.

"l relate the number (of fatal accidents) to human error,” she said.
The DOT tracks traffic along U.S. Highway 12 and has counts for Walworth County west of Glenham and Brown County wesi of

Groton, but no data specific to Edmunds Counly. Both of the other stretches show a predominantincrease in traffic from 2014 w©
this year. Brown Countytraffic, at 2,400 to 3,400 wvehicles per day, is about triple the Walworth County traffic of 760 to 1,200 vehicle

v oper day, the sialistics show.
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Anocther option would be the addition of rumble strips along the center of the highway, Holtz said. That's something he's ssen in
Wisconsin, Minnasota and North Dakota.

- Hanson said she agrees with Haltz"100 percent” about the rumble stips. She's aware of their use in North Dakola and said the:
help in alerting drivers that they are crossing that center line.

ND easyanswers
The recentincrease in faial accidents along U.S. Highway 12 has some officials perpiexad.

"We're not sure if its distracted driving or road conditions,” Brown County Chief Deputy Tom Schmidi said. "it's got us ail kinds of
confused.”

These fatals are only a fraction of the accidents happening along the highway between 2010 and the end of October. Ofthe 663
crashes between Aberdeen and Mobridge, 88.3 percent ware accidenis where only property was damaged and no one was injur
The remaining 10.3 percent of the accidents were nonfatal injury accidents where 116 people were hurt.

j The commoen causes of most injuries, if not deaths, stem from drivers not wearing seatbelts, using alcohol and driving oo fasi,
Axdahl said,

“The thing that we just continue to stress from this end is that we really, absolutely have solid avidence that if you buckle up, your
odds of surviving these crashes improves. Two-thirds of our fatals are unbelted. The evidence is not anecdotal, {if's} proven,” fud
said. '

Holtz said he recently spoke with local students about changing their driving habits and avoiding distractions in the wehicle like
answering phones or text messaging.

it

"It takes a minimum of 30 days to change a habit," he said. "After 45 days, it dossn't become such a big thing."

Follow @ElisaSand_aan on Twitler,

i
1
e |

Crash data from U.S. Highway 12 between Aberdeen and Mobridge
w 2015 {through October): 3 fatal crashes*, 7 injury crashes, 85 propertydamage crashes, 5 deaths®, 19 injured.
2014: 3 fatal crashes, 11 injury crashes, 107 property damage crashes, 6 deaths, 17 injured.
2013: No fatal crashes, 14 injury crashas, 95 property damage crashes, 23 injured,

2012: 2 fatal crashes, 12 injury crashes, 91 property damags crashes, 3 deaths, 20 injured.

‘AAA‘MMMMJMM el e e e

2011: 1 fatal crash, 8 injury crashes, 107 properly damage crashes, 1 death; 14 injured.
2010: Ne fatal crashes, 15 injurycrashes, 121 property damage crashes, 23 injured.

* Doesn'tinclude a fatal crash iastweek in which three people died,

Source: South Dakota Department of Public Safety

Fatal crashes in 2015 between Aberdeen and Mobridge

- May 17: 12 miles west of Bowdle, 1 killed, 5 injured.

- July 21: 4 miles west of Selby, 1 killed, 1 injured.

- Sept. 27: Mina overpass, 3 killed, 1 injured.
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Aberdeen doctor among those killed

BY KATHY JENSEN

kjemen@aberdeennms com

Three people, mcludmg
ani+ Aberdeen doctor, were
- killed Saturday afternoon
in-4n accident 1 mile west
og Mina on U.S. Highway

O |

Michael Schlosser, 59,
of Aberdeen was west
bound in a 2008 GMC Si-
erra K150 pickup when he
was struck by Kelly Pierce,
42, of Mellette, accordmg
to a South Dakota High-
way Patrol news release,

Pierce was easthbound

in a 2014 Dodge Dart and
crossed the center line, ac-
cording to the release.

Michael McCoy, 32, of
Ipswich was a passenger
with Piérce, the release
said.

All three were pro-
nounced dead at the

scene. Schlosser and Me-

Coy were wearing seat-
belts, the release said.

Schlosser was an emer-
gency room doctor at Ave-

ra St, Luke’s Hospital.
“Our prayers and con-
dolences are with Dr,

Schlosser’s family and the -

families of the other vie-
tims,” Todd Forkel, region-
al premdent and CEO said
in a news release.

“Dr. Schlosser set a
great example with his
bedside manner and how
he always took time to bea
teacher to his co-workers.
He will be deeply missed.”

The accident closed

U.S. Highway 12 for sev-

eral hours and trafic was

diverted‘. The Ipswich.Fire
Department and the South
Dakota Game, Fish and
Parks helped direct traffic.

The Edmunds Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Brown
County - Sheriff's Office,
‘Aberdeen Fire and- Rescue
and - Ipswich . Ambulance
also - responded to the
scene, .
Follow @kjensen  AAN on
Twitter.

s
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Thursday, October 1, 2015

1ts public vote on $8M project

new library, said that
stributing petitions to
of about 30 circulators
i be working to obtain
signatures needed to
7 voters the authority
we or deny the job. -
Aberdeen City Council
1l approval Monday to

the financing plan for the proj-
ect, which commits $5.9 mil-
lion in city funds for a new li-
brary. The Alexander Mitchell
Public Library Foundation has
pledged to raise $2.1 million
toward the project.

The ordinance outlines the
financing with two separate

tition effort underway

bond issues — one for the
foundation’s commitment and
one for the city’s.

The foundation has indi-
cated that $600,000 in cash
will be available for the new
library, so. the bond financing
proposal includes $1.5 million
in taxable bonds that will be
paid over the first five years.

See Petition, SA

MINA

‘Crash survivor
critical but stable

A woman injured in a Sunday after-
noon crash near Mina was in critical but
stable condition on Wednesday evening,
said a nursing supervisor at Hennepin
County Medical Center in Minneapolis.

Marilyn Neuharth, 62, was the sole
survivor of the wreck. She sustained
life-threatening injuries, according to
a news release from the South Dakota
Highway Patrol.

Neuharth and Frieda Trautman, 86,
were passengers in a Jeep Grand Cher-
okee driven by Charles J. Neuharth, 62,
the release said.

Charles Neuharth crossed the center
line on U.S. Highway 12 after losing
control of his vehicle and hit almost
head-on a Dodge Avenger driven by
Shelby Thayer, 23, the Highway Patrol
said.

Charles Neuharth, Trautman and
Thayer were killed.

Funeral arrangements are still pend-
ing for Neuharth and Trautman.

— Reporter Kathy Jensen; follow kjensen_AAN
on Twitter.

ABERDEERN
Vietim identified in
shed-moving accident

" The man who died in a Tuesday .
forklift accident in Aberdeen has been
identified as Jason Alden, 43, of Mel-
lette, authorities have said. .

- Aldenwas pinned under a storage .
shed Tuesday morning, according to'a
" news release from the ' :
Aberdeen Police Depart-
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