South Dakota State Fair

 Commission Annual Meeting 

April 21, 2015
Call to Order:
Chairman Warren Lotsberg called the South Dakota State Fair Commission meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. at the SD State Fair board room
Members Present:
Warren Lotsberg, Dusty Anderson, Tom Harmon, Erin Yost, Pam Geppert, Scott Cordts, Loren Noess, Dick Shelton, Faron Wahl, Denise Muntefering, and Gary Sharp. Deputy Secretary of Ag


Trudy Wastweet was also in attendance. 

Agenda:
No changes or additions were made.

April Minutes:
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Loren Noess, seconded by Gary Sharp; motion carried by verbal approval of all members.

Financials
State Fair:
See attached 2nd & 3rd Quarter comparisons, and a budget by Centers as of March 2015. Peggy 

stated that she is working with Linda on the 2016 budget which is due April 30th. 

State Fair Updates

Entertainment:
All major acts have been confirmed, Huey Lewis was the last one, which is Sunday evening.


Candi is working on the Free Stages and Beer Garden, so far in the Beer Garden she has


confirmed The Dweebs, Johnny Holm and Judd Hoos.

Livestock

Cert of Vet Insp:
Peggy researched other State Fairs finding that all have same problems as ours. It has been 


decided that AIB will be at the gates 6am-12am, after hours security will be responsible to collect


certificates and turn over to AIB the following a.m. It was asked if there would be a Vet on call


should there be a problem? Peggy stated she would check on that. Poultry will also have to have


the Health Certificates for the first time this year. 

Vending/Camping

Static:
Joni reported that she has 315 contracts in with 50 left to come in. There are 51 open spots


to fill this year. With the size of her waiting list this will not be a problem. Shelley reported that there

are 1492 sites confirmed as of today, there were 1587 sites confirmed at the 2014 fair. There are 


305 families requesting a move, 209 of those have no power. After double checks are done there 


will be a lottery for the (4) sites that went unpaid. It was indicated that there would be no power 


installed at Gate 13 prior to the 2015 fair. The Static Books went online April 3rd. 

Off Season Events

Update

Wheel Jam:
There will be an increase in fees (i.e. camping, vending, golf carts). There will also be an increase


in security. Peggy stated that there will be a small carnival this year with rides for adults &


children, a fun house, games and concessions.

Thunder on the 

Prairie:
This event is being held on grounds with a large part of the proceeds going to the 4H Building

Campaign. The Huron BID Board is providing the funding for this event and a committee has been established. They want to attract Sturgis Rally goers, they are hoping for this to be an annual event. Hairball will be the concert.  

Dairy Barn:
Ken Shoultz reported that a lot of the electrical boards and metal are up. The outside


work is done, however no transformers are up yet. Project completion date is still July 1.

M&R Project List:
Peggy spent the majority of last week working with Ken and Vince creating their own criteria

list, walking the grounds to get visuals. The 2016 M&R List is due May 1st. Risk Management


is coming June 10th for their pre-fair inspection.

Gate 1 Renovation:
Leadership Huron group has adopted this project; they will be working with State Fair to


renovate by cutting the west roof or overhang off to allow campers to enter and exit, also 


there will be a new sink, new lighting, signage, painting and general beautification done. Hoping


to have this project completed for Wheel Jam.

Other:
NW Energy had requested that we provide them with a map of the grounds electrical. Muth Electric


has been working on this project for months. It is now in the hands of Rick at NW Energy, we


are now waiting their approval to come on grounds should we need them. 

Updates

Legislative Tour:
Refer to Foundation Minutes

State Fair Admin

Rules:
Peggy reported that she and Candi has been working on this; there is a draft that has been submitted to legal counsel to proof. The next step will be to hold a Public Hearing for Rule Change.
Other:
State Government is requiring all agencies carry a Replacement Cost Insurance Policy, our cost


for this will be $30,000, this does not include the new building. Peggy also stated we are 


adopting a $5.00 per night camper fee for campers left in the campground-plugged into electricity 


or not. Signs will go up to make the campers aware. 

Executive Session
Members went into executive session to discuss contractual matter.
Commissioner

Comments:
Faron: Wondered if the media could have more of an appearance on grounds especially from 
                                    SF.  Could they be encouraged to attend as they did in years past?


Loren: Wanted to thank Peggy for attending the 4H Leaders Meeting last Saturday in Mitchell.


Denise: What have we heard on the NJHRF? Peggy stated that they were here for a site visit,


which went very well. There is a Sites Meeting in July with the full board. They strongly urged


us to attend the Des Moines IA event, which we have penciled in. 


Dusty:  Thanked Peggy and Trudy for all their hard work, also stated that he will be moving to 


Yankton to accept a position with the same bank he is currently at.


Scott: Asked if we will have Commission and Foundation meeting on May 27, right after the


Legislative Tour.  The answer is yes.


Pam: 4H sent out letters to get donations for prizes and ribbons etc. to be given at the fair.


Pam wanted to know if we could purchase the ribbons. Prior to making any further commitment 

Peggy wanted to know more about the $66,000 that we give them and how that is used.
Adjournment:
Tom Harmon moved to adjourn, Erin Yost seconded; motion carried by verbal approval of all members.
. 
  Chairman – Warren Lotsberg



    Vice Chairman – Dusty Anderson
