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South Dakota Board of Examiners for Counselors & Marriage and Family Therapists

Regular Meeting

Friday, August 12, 2016

President Guth called the meeting to order at 8:30 am central and determined a quorum.

Present in Person:  Board Members Mary Guth, Lynell Rice Brinkworth, Darrel Kessler, Tacey Braithwaite, and Cheryl Hartman; Jennifer Stalley, Executive Secretary; Jim Carlon, board legal counsel; Steve Blair, Assistant Attorney General; Lisa Harsma, board administrative assistant; Justin Pierson, Department of Social Services liaison; Jessica Haefner, applicant; and John Von Wold, applicant’s legal counsel.  Present via telephone: Board Members Roswitha Konz, Sherwood Schrenk, and Jill Shoen.  Board member Sherry Bartels was absent.

Motion to approve the proposed agenda with the addition of the adoption of Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law regarding the applications of Nacy, Foote, Hansen, and Wooldridge as item 7A and addition of English Language Learner extended exam time as item 7B by Braithwaite.  Seconded by Rice Brinkworth. The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to go into executive session for consideration of contested cases at 8:38 am by Rice Brinkworth.  Seconded by Schrenk.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to come out of executive session at 9:17 am by Hartman.  Seconded by Rice Brinkworth. The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Guth called for public comment.  No public comment was offered.

Motion to approve the Board Meeting Minutes of June 16, 2016 with a correction to the spelling on page 3 by Schrenk.  Seconded by Kessler.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to approve the Board’s Financial Report as of June 30, 2016 by Kessler.  Seconded by Rice Brinkworth.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and sign the Order in the Matter of the Supervision Extension of Kelsey Foote (L-KF616) by Rice Brinkworth.  Seconded by Braithwaite.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Guth abstained.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and sign the Order in the Matter of the Application of Christie Nacy (L-CN616) by Rice Brinkworth.  Seconded by Hartman.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and sign the Order in the Matter of the Application of Rita Hansen (L-RH616) by Kessler.  Seconded by Braithwaite.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and sign the Order in the Matter of the Application of Amanda Woolridge (L-AW616) by Braithwaite.  Seconded by Rice Brinkworth.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

The Board discussed the waiver of continuing education approval fees for state agencies.  The Board acknowledged its operating policy to waive the approval fee for state agencies requesting approval of continuing education programs sponsored by a state agency.

The Board discussed the current filing system for applicant and licensee files.  Stalley provided the Board with an overview of the filing system for applicants under a plan of supervision, applications for licensure and current licensees.

The Board discussed the current application forms and timing of collection of required fees.  Stalley provided the Board with an overview of the application forms and fees collected.  The current forms do not ask for information from an applicant seeking a plan of supervision sufficient to determine if the applicant is qualified to receive limited practice privileges under a plan of supervision.  The current forms do not ask the required legal and statistical questions required of professional license holders, currently.  No fee is collected at the time of application for a plan of supervision, which may be in effect for up to five years.
Motion to run a National Practitioner Database check on all new applicants for a plan of supervision or approved supervisor status effective immediately by Schrenk.  Seconded by Konz.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Member Bartels was absent.  Motion carried.

The Board instructed Stalley to begin collecting the allowable application fee at the time an applicant makes application for a plan of supervision and to prorate the license fee for new licensees in quarterly increments.

Stalley provided the Board with a demonstration on online licensee databases and electronic application and renewal options.

Stalley provided the Board with a draft letter to be sent to all licensees announcing the Board’s staff transition and office contact information.  The letter will be sent to all active licensees.
The Board clarified the recent administrative rule revisions.  Effective August 1, 2016, all applicants for a plan of supervision must provide proof of passing the required national examination and being assigned a board approved supervisor for supervision.  Board approved supervisors must have 40 hours of continuing education in a renewal cycle and the 40 hours must include at least 4 hours of ethics and 4 hours of supervision training in the total 40 hours of continuing education required. A continuing education course may satisfy both the ethics and supervision requirement.
The Board considered written comments from Kathy Sazama and Dr. Stephen Saiz regarding the prohibition on supervision in a private practice setting.  The Board clarified that the intent of the rule is that a supervisee not be in a private setting alone, as opposed to being in a private practice with other practitioners. 

The Board noted the time and place for the application hearing of Jessica Haefner.  Haefner appeared before the Board and presented information concerning her application for LPC-MH licensure.  

Motion to go into executive session for consideration of contested cases at 2:08 pm by Braithwaite.  Seconded by Schrenk.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Members Bartels and Konz were absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to come out of executive session at 2:21 pm by Hartman.  Seconded by Rice Brinkworth. The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Members Bartels and Konz absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to approve the application for licensure as an LPC-MH of Jessica Haefner upon satisfactory proof of her educational facilities being accredited by Western Association of Schools and Colleges by Kessler.  Seconded by Braithwaite.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Members Bartels and Konz absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to approve South Dakota allow extended time for English Language Learners for the Marriage and Family Therapists national examination by Hartman. Seconded by Braithwaite.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Members Bartels and Konz absent.  Motion carried.

Motion to propose introduction of legislation in 2017, subject to approval by the Department of Social Services, similar to the legislation introduced in 2016 by Kessler.  Seconded by Rice Brinkworth.  The Board voted on the motion by roll call.  Members Guth, Rice Brinkworth, Kessler, Braithwaite, Hartman, Konz, Schrenk and Schoen voted Yea.  Members Bartels and Konz absent.  Motion carried.

Guth reminded the Board of the next meeting on October 28, 2016 in Pierre.
Motion to adjourn by Schrenk.  Second by Braithwaite.  Motion carried. 

The Board adjourned at 2:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

__________________________________

Jennifer Stalley, Executive Secretary
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